
NOTES AND NEWS

BLeeds, op. cit. in notc S, pl. I, A and B. The reader is referred to these plates, and those accompanying Watkin and
Mann, op. cit. in note S, since the drawings in the latter article are substantially inaccurate in the details.

9 Wilson, op. cit. in notc 6, pis XXXIX, r 14 and IV, d.
10 Wilson, op. cit. in note 6, pI. XXIX, 65 and 66; and unpublished (private possession).

AN INSCRIBED A~GLO-SAXO~LID FROY! LUND
(PI. XIII, B)

The carved wooden lid illustrated in PI. XIII, B was found in 1961 in Lund during the
excavation ofkv Fargaren 22, the so-called Thule excavation. The lid was found in square
036, ncar the well, in a position suggesting that it was deposited on the slope leading to the
well while this was still open." The lid is preserved in the Kulturen, Lund, Sweden, no. KM
53436: I 125.

The lid measures c. 340 mm in length and is made of sycamore wood.? The top is
rounded and the underneath flat, with one end wider than the other. The top of the wider end
is carved with an animal mask, possibly that of a lion; no doubt this end formed the grip for
opening and closing the lid. The rest of the top is carved with acanthus foliage in shallow
relief. The underneath of the wider end, that is, beneath the animal mask, has an incised text.
The underneath of the rest contains a shallow depression incised with diagonal lines to form a
pattern of diamond shapes.

The text is inscribed in two lines with the letters incised and then blackened. The first
four letters are formed by single incisions but most of the remaining letters are formed by
double incisions." The letters arc in a capital script and are rather deteriorated. The text
reads:"

LEO[F]PIN[·] I

[. .. :.2(3.] I

From the remaining traces the text can probably be reconstructed as, LEO[F]pIN[E
ME F]-, although the F of LEO[F]pIN[E] and the E of [ME] are rather unusual in form.
The text may originally have read, LEO[F]PIN[E ME FECIT], 'Leo(f)win(e) (made me)'.

Several Anglo-Saxon inscriptions employ a similar formula, for example, 163 Dublin II,
a leather scabbard with the text, + EDRIC ME FE[C]I[T],S and 19 Canterbury I, the
Canterbury coin-brooch, one of whose texts reads, + pVDEMAN FECID.6 The Lund text
thus fits into the context of Anglo-Saxon inscriptions, the script is perfectly consistent with
Anglo-Saxon capitals, and Leofwine is a common Anglo-Saxon name. Some of the I I th
century coins struck in Lund contain the name ofa moneyer Leofwine. 71t is unlikely that this
is more than coincidence since it is generally accepted, on the basis of the carving, that the lid
is Anglo-Saxon work imported into Scandinavia."

Roesdahl et at. describe it as 'a beautiful example of the English Winchester style'."
Eleventh-century Anglo-Saxon work provides other examples of an animal mask with
foliagc.!? One such is the early I r th-ccnturv ivory tau-cross from Alcester, Warwickshire,
now in the British Museum, no. 1903, 3-23,1.11 Others occur in illuminated initials in
manuscripts, especially in the B of Beatus (Psalm I) in, for example, MS. London, BL
Arundel 455 fo1. 12 and MS. London, BL Stowe 2 fo1. 1.12 There arc only two comparable
objects known to me. One is the mid I I th-century ivory pencase with sliding lid found in the
City of London and now in the British Museum, no. 1870,8-1 I, 1.13 It is c. 235 mm in length,
slightly smaller than the Lund lid. The ivory lid is also wider at one end with an animal mask
at the wider end; in addition there is another animal head on the narrower end of the case
itself. It too is decorated with foliage, but not acanthus. The other is the wooden box with
sliding lid found in the Christ Church Place excavation, Dublin, in a mid loth-century
context. 14 It is considerably smaller than the Lund lid, some 155 mm in length, and contains
no animal mask or acanthus foliage. Instead it is covered on all sides, including the base, with
incised ornament.



r82 NOTES AND NEWS

Blomqvist and Martcnsson think that the Lund lid was from a pencase, arguing that the
diamond pattern was incised 10 enable a layer of wax to adhere 10 the wood so that the
underneath could be used as a wax writing tablet.I" There is some documentary evidence
suggesting that wax writing tablets were known in Anglo-Saxon England and one possible
example has been found, the bone tablet from Blythburgh, Suffolk, now in the British
Museum, no. 1902, 3-15, 1. 16 Styli and wax tablets are to be seen in some manuscript
illustrations, for example in the Trier Registrum Gregorii. 17 The PK Bank excavation in Lund
brought to light an iron object, possibly a stylus, from an I rth-century context and two
wooden wax tablets, one dating from the first half of the r zth century and one from the 13th
century. 18 Martcnsson describes the earlier ofthese as having incisions similar to those on the
Lund lid under discussion."?

There is, therefore, some evidence for the existence of wax tablets in Anglo-Saxon
England and indeed in Lund. There is one possible wax tablet from Anglo-Saxon England
(from Blythburgh), and one ivory pencase and lid (from the City of London) which does not
incorporate a wax tablet. In the light of this, it seems to me possible that the Lund lid came
from a pencase and possible that it incorporated a wax tablet; it does not seem to me that we
can be certain on either point. The lid may have come from a box with some other function,
perhaps comparable to the Dublin example.

The Lund lid was found in an archaeological context which suggests a date of
c. 1025-50.20 The carving on the lid supports a date in the first half of the I rth ccnturv.U
There is no linguistic evidence for dating the text and only slight epigraphic evidence, but
what there is also supports this dating.

There seems little doubt that the Lund lid is an Anglo-Saxon object of the early to mid
I I th century. Evidencing a high degree ofworkmanship and containing an inscription, it is of
considerable interest in itself. It also provides a small piece of information to add to the
growing and complex picture of the relationship between England and Scandinavia in the
I rth century.
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A RUNESTONE FROM SKARA BRAE, ORKNEY (Fig. 5)

In 1963 an Ancient Monuments works squad was rebuilding the sea wall at Skara Brae
(Long. 3 31'W, Lat. 59 3'~, HY232 187) on Orkney. Cartloads of slabs were brought from
quarries below high water mark VV. and NW. of the settlement. They were supplemented by
slabs which had weathered out of the sands around and covering Skara Brae. A member of
the work squad noticed that a slab had markings on one face; but the slab was split and both
halves were inadvertently used face down as paving on the path which runs by the sea wall.

In 1982 Mr.J. Drever of the Ancient Monuments Division sought and refound it.
Realizing that the marks were runes he had the slab transported for safe keeping to the new
Ancient Monuments Depot at Hatston, Kirkwall. Its final disposition has not yet been
decided.

The original finder, M. S. Firth, died before details of the stone's discovery could be
recorded; although no-one now survives of those working on the sea wall in 1963 another
member of the work squad, Mr E. Harrald, has provided information about the origins of the
slabs used. The runes tone is unlikely to have come from below high water mark: it is little
weathered. It may have come from a Viking site in the upper levels of the sand cliff some
200 m W. ofSkara Brae and close to where a Viking cist was discovered in 1888. 1 But it seems
most likely to have been one of those which eroded out of the sands around Skara Brae during
the storm which necessitated rebuilding of the sea wall. That is the opinion of Mr Harrald,
who thinks it improbable that the squad would have sought slabs along the base of the sand
cliff.

The slab measures 1.4 by 0.8sm. It is of Orkney flagstone and is halfofan originally
thicker slab. The other halfwas also used as a paving stone at Skara Brae; it has been checked
and bears no carvings. The inscription is fairly fresh and can easily be distinguished from
natural cracks, flake edges and abrasions. It is composed of ill-formed straggling single
strokes varying in thickness from 0.8 to o.S mm. The vertical strokes have either a symmetri
cal blunt V-shaped cross-section or have the steeper side to the right. They are nearly as deep




