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round, the cheeks are fairly flat and the mouth is well rounded. It also has an unusual central
furrow in the forehead. These differences are great enough to suggest that this brooch belongs
not to Ai but to the closely related group A Miscellaneous. Groups Ai and A Miscellaneous
make up almost one fifth of known button brooches.

Avent and Evison suggested a late 5th to mid 6th century date for Ai brooches and early
6th century for the A Miscellaneous group. Welch's arguments3 that button brooches did not
appear before the late 5th century need not upset the dating of this brooch as early 6th
century. Class Ai and A Miscellaneous brooches have hitherto been found mainly in Kent
with outliers in Essex, Hampshire and Frankish Gaul. Only one Ai example has been found
in Sussex, in grave '26 at Alfriston. 4 Early Anglo-Saxon material is scarce in this part ofWest
Sussex with finds limited to the cemetery at Highdown and the recently discovered
settlement at Botolph's near Bramber.5 The Lancing brooch is, therefore, a small but useful
addition to our information about the early Anglo-Saxon period in this area.
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TWO EARLY MEDIEVAL MOUNTS FROM THE CROSTHWAITE
MUSEUM, KESWICK (PI. VIII)

The purpose ofthis note is to draw attention to two copper alloy decorated mounts, a flat
enamelled escutcheon and a cast, gilt disc, which were formerly in the Crosthwaite Museum,
Keswick, and are now on display in the British Museum. Neither piece has as yet been
adequately published: the enamelled mount has been occasionally listed in discussions of
early medieval metalwork! but never illustrated; the disc, which has likewise never been
illustrated, has been referred to in passing. 2 Although they cannot be correctly provenanced
the mounts are of considerable intrinsic interest and merit a fuller publication.

Their circumstances ofdiscovery are entirely unknown. The first written record of their
existence which could be traced by the writer is found in the Accessions register of the British
Museum, which acquired them, with other objects from the Crosthwaite Museum, in 1870.
This material was purchased from one Bryce M. Wright, presumably a London dealer, who
had in turn purchased it from the sale of the Museum's contents. Other finds acquired in this
transaction included the well-known Iron Age sword from Embleton and some Roman
metalwork from the forts of Papcastle and Brough under Stainmore. Most, but not all of the
material acquired from the museum sale (a total of 35 items) was provenanced, and all of
these were of Cumbrian origin with the exception of a group of Roman material from
Kingsholm, Gloucester. The probability is therefore reasonably strong that the two mounts
were found locally in Cumbria, and as such they represent important additions to the small
corpus of early medieval metalwork from North-West England.

THE ENAMELLED MOUNT (PI. VIII, A)

The mount is a flat, circular disc, of the type usually interpreted as a hanging-bowl
escutcheon (PI. VIII, A). The diameter is 43 mm, the thickness '2 mm, and the weight '2'2.8 g. It
is decorated on one surface only with a pattern ofspirals, inlaid with red enamel. The surface
is pitted and the enamel is now very dark and dull, but the background colour appears to be
green. The disc is pierced near the edge by a single hole. The pattern consists ofa circlet ofsix
trumpet spirals around the perimeter, which are in turn linked to a central spiral. The mount
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has similar ornament to enamelled escutcheons found associated with hanging-bowls of the
'developed trumpet-pattern' type which are usually dated to the 6th and 7th centuries;
Bruce-Mitford places this example in his 'modified' category, which he believes to be late in
the series.

THE GILT BRONZE DISC (PI. VIII, B)

The larger of the two pieces is ofmuch greater interest. It is a gilt, bronze disc. I t is partly
damaged on the perimeter, and is slightly concave. Decoration is confined to the concave
surface. On the back, there is a triangular iron mount. This has three bronze rivets in the
angles, but these do not pierce the disc. The central perforation is visible as a corroded iron
rivet on the backplate. There are also two small « I.5 mm) holes which penetrate the
decorated surface.

The reliefcast decoration consists of two concentric, closely woven bands offour-strand
interlace, each strand consisting of three separate threads. The bands are separated by a
notched ring; the central perforation is bordered by a beaded ring between notched rings,
and the outer border consists ofan outer beaded ring and a notched slightly raised rim. The
outer band of interlace is divided into three segments by three roundels containing a
four-strand knot threaded in the same manner as the interlace strands. These knots are
similar but not identical to each other, and each is surrounded by a notched ring. The
measurements of the mount are as follows: diameter 87 mm, maximum length of iron mount
about 69 mm, maximum width of iron mount 67 mm. The disc weighs 98 g. The concave
profile suggests that the disc may have originally been fitted as an internal mount at the base
of a bowl or dish.

The mount belongs to a distinct group of roundels, some including zoomorphic
decoration. Several come from Anglo-Saxon contexts such as those from Caenby, Lincs. 3 and
Spelsbury, Oxon.,4 whilst less close parallels include mounts from Allington Hill, Cambs.,5
Stendhal, Norway,6 and Hardingstone, Northants. 7 A particularly close parallel for the
ornament, however, can be found on the copper alloy binding on a bucket from Loveden Hill,
Lines. This consists of a flat strip on which a series of roundels c. 70 mm across have been
repeatedly impressed (PI. VIII, c). The roundels have two concentric bands of dense,
three-strand plait, separated by a narrow beaded band and enclosing two concentric beaded
central rings. The outer plait is surrounded by another beaded ring.

Sculls has recently considered this type of interlace in the context ofa small disc from
Huckwold which has a concentric, non-zoomorphic three-strand plait surrounding a central
setting, and dates it to the late 6th or early 7th century.

The Crosthwaite Museum disc can also be compared to mould fragments from the Mote
of Mark, although the dating and affinities of this material have proved controversial. The
decorated mould fragments are mostly of penannular brooches, although at least two
roundels are also represented. The stratified material appears to come from the penultimate
phase of occupation of the site. Lloyd Laing,9 the most recent excavator, believes that the
metalworking debris is the product ofa local British workshop, uninfluenced by Anglo-Saxon
styles, which found its inspiration for the type of interlace in imported Coptic textiles.
Graham-Campbell1o has vigorously challenged this hypothesis, principally on the grounds
of the Anglo-Saxon parallels for the interlace.

The presence of this style of interlace on the Crosthwaite Museum disc would support
the theory that it was adopted in north-west Britain as a result of influence from Salin
Style II, but perhaps not as late as the mid or late 7th century, or the Anglian occupation of
south-west Scotland. It is surely possible that examples ofStyle II metalwork were available
as models for craft workers in Rheged or Dal Riada, even from the earliest years of the 7th
century, when Ethelfrith's campaigns wreaked such havoc among the North British. l1
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FURTHER NOTES ON FOWLER'S TYPE F3 PENANNULAR BROOCHES
(PI. IX)

At the time of writing the original paper on Fowler's Type F3 penannular brooches
fourteen specimens were known to exist. 1 Since then, however, a mould for casting a Type F3
brooch and two brooches, one an unfinished specimen, have come to light. Together they
constitute an important addition to the corpus and contribute to making the F3 the most fully
documented group of zoomorphic penannular brooches.

The mould (PI. IX, A) was found in the course of excavations at Dunadd Fort, Argyll,
during the early part of this century and is uncontexted. 2 It is a large fragment of the lower
valve of a bi-valve clay mould containing the matrix for a portion of the ring and part of the
left-hand terminal of a small F3 brooch (max. ext. diameter 25.25 mm). The eyes are
cylindrical and blind and protrude above the surface. The snout is round in profile and
breaks the line of the hoop. It compares closely to the snout ofan unprovenanced Irish Type
F3 brooch. 3 The ring was probably D-shaped. The collar is cylindrical. The mould has a
single-flue, V-shaped ingate and the negative keying device consists of a V-shaped nick on
the edge of the mould.

One of the brooches is a stray find from Culbin Sands, Morayshire (PI. IX, B) and is very
similar to the one that would have been cast in the Dunadd mould, the only difference being
the shape of the snout which is more D-shaped, like those of the native Irish brooches, and its
marginally larger external hoop diameter (26 mm mx.). 4 The brooch is badly corroded, only
the right-hand terminal surviving to any extent. The one surviving eye is cylindrical (4 mm
high) and stands proud of the other features. The pin is missing.

The second brooch comes from Ireland and is a miscast (PI. IX, C).5 The right-hand
terminal is incomplete and no attempt has been made to finish the brooch by filing away the
peripheral seams and ingate stubs. Consequently, we can be certain that the brooch was cast
in a bi-valve mould with dual-flue ingate, thus corroborating the information already known




