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O"jord (London, 1970), fr. 79-80; r<:produced in Rackham, op. cit. in note 6, pl. LVIII.
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(Siegburg); D. Caimster, 'The supply of Rhenish stonewar<: to London, 1350-1600', TIu lllndon Arduleologis/, 5. 13
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'I. G. Hurst tlIlI., op. Ctl. in notc 8, cat. 165 (South Netherlands maiolica), cat. 257 (Siegburg stoneware).

,ob. Caimster, op. cil. in note 8, fig. I, no. 8.
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11 M.J. Hughes and A. Vince, 'Neutron aClivation analysis and petrologyofHispano-Moresque pottery', 353--67 in
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1986); .M.J. Hughes, 'Provenance studies of Spanish medieval tin-glazed ponery by neutron activation analysis',
54--68 m P. Budd, B. Chapman, C.Jackson, R.Janaway and B. Ottaway (eds.), ArclrlUOlogilill Scun<:tS '!J89, Oxbow
Monograph 9 (Oxford, 199t).
lJ .1. Pearce and A. Vince, SUITt}' WlriltW6r...., London and Middlesex Archaeological Society (London, (988).
10 0. Gaimster, 'Post-Medieval ceramic stove-tiles b.earing the Royal Arms: eviden~ for their manufactur<: and use

in southern Brilain', Arc!uwJI,j., 145 (1968), 314-43.
IS M. J. Hughes, M. R. Cowell and D. R. Hook, 'Neutron activation analysis procedures at the Brilish Museum

Research Laboralory', 29'-45 in M. J. Hughes, M. R. Cowell and D. R. Hook (cds.), NeulrollIUUM/W1i Illid plamus
fI7lisSWIISP«lronutm o.M/y5is illo.,r!uwJlogy: ttrlrlliqutso.lldo.pplil;ali6/1-S, Brilish Museum Occasional Paper No. 82 (t99I).
'6 Op. cil. in note 5.
17 A. Vina: ('982), op. cit. in note 2, item 44, fig. I~.I, no. 9.
It T. Wilson, C~o.mir Arl ojtJu Ilo.lio.n Rt1ItJ.isso.",., Bntish Museum Publications (London, 1'}87), 28-32.
" Principal components uses only the raw analysis data, not the duster attributions; these have been added

afterwards on the diagram but play no part in the statistical proccdur<:.
NI Department of Scientific Research, British Museum, London we. B 300.

EXCAVAnONS AND MEDIEVAL ENGLAND, THE EXCAVAnON
INDEX (F;g.8)

Since 1978 the Royal Commission on the Historical Monuments of England
(R.C.H.M.E.) has been conducting a thematic survey ofarchaeological excavations carried
out in England. The survey has four main objectives: to compile a list of all excavations
undertaken in England, to locate the original records relating to them, to locate the finds from
them, and to indicate which have a published report.

The survey be!;":an in the North ofEngland in 1978, and has been compiled on a county
by county basis. With the completion of surveys for Greater London and Suffolk in 1989, the
Index has covered the whole of England. Work has now begun on updating those counties
first compiled, prior to initiating a programme of annual maintenance. Now that initial
coverage has been completed, it seems appropriate to draw to the attention of those engaged
in research the potential of this national archaeological database.

AI the time of writing in May 1991 the Index includes over 25,000 excavations, ranging
from rare instances of excavation during the medieval period, through the antiquarian
explorations of the 18th and 19th centuries, to the present day. Of these, over 6,500
excavations are noted as having produced material and/or structures of medieval date
(c. A.D. 106&-1539). In addition, 2,400 excavations include evidence dating from the early
medieval period (c. A.D. 450-1066). The survey has located the archives from over 13,000
excavations (53% of the total) and finds from over 14,000 excavations (57% of the total).

The information contained in the Index has drawn on the records of the former
Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division, now incorporated into the Nalional Archaeological
Record (N.A.R.) ofR.C.H.M.E., and the County Sites and Monuments Records, as well as a
wide range of publications, and information derived directly from excavators, societies,
museums and other institutions. These other sources have greatly increased the number of
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no.8
This fiSUrc ilIustra'eI Ihe contents oflWO records on the Excavation Index as they would

appear In a OIlaIolr:ue format. Various fidds oflhe enlty employ abbtt\iarionl, and lislS of
abbreviations used arc printed with the tnda. In this cumplc: BSHRC '" Bulletin of the
Suuon Hoo Research CommiUtt; £),f .. Early Medieval; GtJIFM .. GuildlOrd Museum;

INT -Interim repon; LB .. London Borough; MD .. Medieval; MIT- Marc Filch Tnm;
NAR ... Nalional Arehucoogial Record (unique sile numba); NOT - NOle;

PR."" "" Exavalion Index Primary Reoord Number; PSIA - Proceedings oflhe Suffolk
Institute ofArchaeology; REP = Repon; SAL - Society of Anliquaries of London;

SAM - Scheduled Ancicol Monumcol; SAU - Suffolk Archaeologial Unil;
SFCC - Suffolk Counl)' Council; SHT - Snape Histoml Trust; SMR = Sites and

Monumenll Record; SURAC - Surre), Archaeological Collccltons.
(Crown copyrighl: Ro)'al Commission on the HislOnal Monuments or England.)

recorded excavations noted in national and county records, and have added details on the
location and content of thc archives and the finds locations, information which has nevcr
before been recorded systematically.

The N.A.R. provides a microfilming service for archaeological archives which are of
national importance, unpublished, or at risk. It houses an expanding collection ofrecords on
microfilm which is availablc forrublicconsultation. One function of the Excavation Index is
to assist in thc identification a archivcs which may be appropriatc for microfilming. An
examplc of this has been its recent heavy use by R.C.H.M.E. and English Heritage to help
identify unpublished state-funded excavations conducted before '973, and the subsequent
copying of the original archives.

The Index has considerable potential for anyone undertaking research. The following
information is intended to help those wishing to know in greater detail what the Index has to
offer. Each o.cavation is entered separately in the Index. The excavation record gives
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locational details, followed by the type and period of the remains uncovered, the name of the
director(s) of the excavation, the sponsoring and funding bodies,the location(s) of finds, the
location(s) and contents of the archive, and the nature of any publication. The contents of
two records on the Excavation Index as they would appear in a catalogue format are
illustrated in Fig. 8.

The index is computerised and consists of 72 fields of information. It can be consulted
via a terminal in the Public Search Room (N.A.R.) of R.C.H.M.E. 's London office, and
on-line retrieval is possible for any field or combination of fields. Alternatively, a wide range
of printout options is available to order. A nominal charge is made to cover the cost of
printing and postage. Further details of the Excavation Index arc available from The
National Archaeological Record, RC.H.M.E., Fonress House, 23 Savile Row, London
WI x 2JQ. Tel. 071 9733148.

R.C.H.M.E.

THE ROME/SIENA CONFERENCE, '99'
The 34th Annual Conference of the Society was held in Rome and Siena from 12 to

17 April 1991. The opening lecture on Friday 12 April was given by Dr Richard Hodges on
'Medieval archaeology in Italy'. On Saturday morning Dr Bryan Ward-Perkins gave a
lecture on 'The transition from antiquity to the Middle Ages' after which Don. Stefano
Coccia gave a guided tour ofstanding medieval buildings in Rome and DrJohn Mitchell and
Debbie Hodges led a visit to some early medieval churches of Rome. On Sunday Drs Hodges
and Mitchell led a trip to Monte Cassino and San Vincenzo. On the Monday morning Dr
Helen Patterson delivered a paper on 'Medieval pottery studies in haly' and the conference
then departed for Siena, via Mole di Monte Gelatto, where Federico Marazzi gave a guided
tour. In the evening Professor Riccardo Francovich and the Provincia di Siena hosted dinner
at La Loggia in Siena followed by a l«ture by Dr Hodges on 'Montarrenti: uno scavo per
l'Europa'. On the Tuesday Dr Hodges led a tour from Siena to Montarrenti where Professor
Francovich and Dott. Roberto Parenti led conducted tours ofthe hilltop settlement. Lunch
was provided by the University of Siena at Rocca San Silvestro, after which the conference
was conducted around the university's excavations of the medieval mining villag-e an.d
associated mines. On returning to Siena the conference was given dinner at La Loggia
followed by a IeclUre by Gian Pietro Brogiolo on 'Excavations in Brescia (Provincia di
Siena)'. On Wednesday morning the conference was given a guided tour of medieval and
renaissance Siena by Dotl. Parenti and then departed for Rome. The conference was jointly
hosted by the British School at Rome and the University ofSiena and the Society is greatly
indebted to the staff of both institutions for making the conference a great success. The
outstanding contribution of the Provincia di Siena to the funding of the conference is also
greatly appreciated. A final word ofthanks goes to Dr Hodges and Professor Francovich who,
as Local Secretaries, made the Rome/Siena conference one of the most enjoyable and
stimulating meetings held by the Society.

ALAN VINCE




