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AN INCISED CHALK WEIGHT FROM THE ANGLIAN SITE
AT COTTAM, HUMBERSlDE (PI. xu>, A)

In December '989 a perforated chalk object was found in ploughsoil during field
collection near the Anglian site at Cottam. Although it had recently been struck by the
plough it was intact and had an incised reprcsentation of a boat on one surface; the object
probably functioned as a weight, with the graffiti registering ownership.

The site ofCottam lies on arable land high on the Yorkshire Wolds, c. [0 miles from the
coaSI (NCR 49754667). It was discovered in '987 by metal detector enthusiasts and has
subsequently been intensively worked, yielding a rich collection ofpredominantly mid Saxon
metalwork. The metalwork finds have been systematically plotted, and published in the
Yorkshire Archaeological Joumaf.l To date the published finds include some 30 simple pins, 26
strap-ends, 8 lead spindle whorls, 40 iron knife blades, 14 9th-century stycas, plus a
Jellinge-style brooch and a Viking Age bell. There were two main concentrations of metal
finds, each roughly coterminous with crop marks of sub-rectangular and circular enclosures
and droveways. The date range of/he arlefacts suggesls that the site was in use for much of
the 8th and 9th centuries A.D.. Excavations carried out during 1993, directed by the present
author and B. E. Vyner for York University, revealed settlement evidence, including the
remains ofat least two post-built halls, in one of the areas ofconcentration ofmelal finds (see
this volume, p. 228). The principal source of the metal finds was demonstrated to be the
upper fills of the crop-mark features which had largely been disturbed by ploughing. The
results of the excavations are to be published in due course, and this note is limited to a
discussion of the significance of the chalk weight, which was found c. I km SE. of the
excavated area, at Coltam Grange Farm (NGR49844659).

The weight has maximum dimensions of 58 X 137 X '45 mm and weighs 1.3' kg.
Dr C. D. Gaunt comments that there is evidence ofmarine infestation, suggesting it had been
immersed in water for some time; the natural rounding is funher clear evidence that the
weight was a natural beach pebble which had been picked from the shore for its suitable
shape. Its origin must have been one of the east coast beaches to the south ofFlamborough
Head where chalk naturally outcrops. It appears that one of the marine molluscan holes was
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deliberately enlarged with a sharp implement. The hole is c. 15mrn in diameter, and
straight-sided, with traces ofimcrnal gouge marks.

The boat is inscribed on one side of the weight. It is shown in profile with the hull
represented by a single line with high curving prow and stern. Prow and stern posts extend
upwards from the hull. A single deep vertical groove marks the main post; a second shallower
line to onc side may represent a rigging rope, or may simply be an attempt to emphasize the
mast. Unfortunately the weight was struck by the plough towards the base of the keel,
making it impossible to discern if it was pointed, rounded or flat-bottomed.

There are several examples of boats inscribed on portable stone objects, although none
provides an exaet parallel for the Cottam weight. They indude a sub-rectangular stone slab
fromJarlshof, Shetland,2 an incised whetstone from LOddekopinge, SHne, Sweden,3 and a
stone from Karlby, Djursland, Denmark.4 There is also a boat motifon a slatc fragment from
Tintagel, S and a~ssible ship amongst sketches on a stone slab from Chapd Knowe, Burness
Broch, Orkney. In addition three graffiti of ships on pieces of wood have been recovered
from excavations in Dublin. 7 Ship graffiti are fairly common in the coastal districts of
Scandinavia and have been found on the walls of Norwegian stave ehurehes. 8 Thcre are also
ship graffiti on the base of the Copenhagen shrine.9 Such inscribcd boats are generally
described as viking, although O'Meahdra has suggested that the Jarlshof drawings are
Pictish in Style. lO Thc ships themselves could equally well be Scandinavian or Anglo-Saxon.

The function of the Cottam weight is not certain, but it may have been a net weight. A
second perforated chalk block of similar weight, but roughly cut from natural chalk and with
no incised ship, was recovered from a ditch fill with other Anglian finds during the [993
Cottam excavation. lI It was interpreted as a thatch weight, although Dr G. D. Gaunt
comments that it may have been immersed in water at some stage. A perforated chalk weight
was found in an 8th-century pit at the Anglian trading site at Fishergate, York. 12 Two chalk
weights have come from sites on the Thames, 13 although Rogers suggests that they may have
been thatch or loom weights rather than net weights, as shc considers that chalk may have
been unsuitable for continual immersion in water. None the less, as she admits, the
Fishergate object is considerably heavier than any known Anglo-Saxon loom weight. Two
stone weights, interpreted as net or thatch weights, were excavated at thc site of the
Anglo-Saxon monastery at Hartelepool; both were inscribed with stone crosses.u It is no
longer possible toestablish ifthe incised ship had a function, although ifit were a net weight it
could have been etched as a mark ofownership, to identify the nets as being the property ofa
particular individual. A black stone net sinker found in Clifford Street, York, was lightly
lllcised with a two or three-strand plait. lS The crude crosses inscribed on both the
Hartelepool weights may also be interpreted as marking ownership, as well as having a
Christian significance. A number of perforated stones have been washed up on the north
east coast in recent years, particularly on the foreshore at Whitby; the size of many of these
makes it more likely that they were anchor stones, although some may have been net
weights. 16

The incised ship on the Cottam weight makes its interpretation as a net weight an
attractive one. Its distance from the coast may make this seem improbable, although oyster
shells have been found during fieldwalking. Clearly this inland community was in contaCt
with the coast, and they may have practised sea fishing off the E. coast themselves, possibly
bringing their nets back to the settlement for repair. On the other hand, the presence of
timber buildings nearby makes it equally likely that the object was a thatch weight.
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A LATE ANGLO-SAXON DISC BROOCH FROM STEYNING, WEST
SUSSEX (Fig. 2, PI. XIII, B)

In September 'g8g, in the town ofSteyning, W. Sussex, a latc Anglo-Saxon disc brooch
was recovered from a rubbish pit in a context dated to the late 13th or early 14th cemury.'
Though from a residual context, the brooch is important in that it shows fcatures of both
bossed and flat disc brooches.

The brooch is made of pewter, and was cast in one pieee.2 The object is 28mm in
diameter with an average thickness of I mm. The raised central panel is 13 mm in diameter
and 3 mm in height. The top is decorated with billeted bands which radiate out from a central
annulet which is 2.5 mm in diameter and 0.5 mm high. The central panel is surrounded by
three concentric rings in low reliefwhich arc separated by hatching. The border of the brooch
is decorated with each individual bead being 1.5 mm in diameter. Thecatch was ofthe simple
hooked type, although the pin is missing. The pin fittings on the back of the brooch appear lO
be caSt into the original design. The catch plate itsc1fappears to have been cast as a small lug
and subsequently opened out to hold the pin.

The brooch belongs to the broad classification of late Anglo-Saxon disc brooches.
The form and decoration of the Steyning brooch can each be readily paralleled by a

number of other examples, although there is no published piece which fulfils both criteria.
The raised central panel is an uncommon feature, but four other published cxamples have
been located. Two are believed to have been found in London, at Bird-in-Hand Court,




