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1.0 Project background 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Lee, the owners commissioned Archenfield Archaeology to carry out a 
background architectural characterization survey to address the issues raised in 
relation to the status of a lean-to barn. These issues relate to a planning application 
submitted by the owners to the Forest of Dean District Council. Huw Sherlock and 
Robert Williams of Archenfield Archaeology made a site visit on 21/10/02. A 
photographic and descriptive survey of the barn in question and the entire complex 
of buildings were made. This document details the results of this initial survey 
together with the results of a basic cartographic and documentary search. 

Figure 1: Extract from the Ordnance Survey Superplan  data for Glyn Iddens, Reproduced 
under license. 
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2.0   The site in general 

The house as described in the RCHM has a datestone of 1830 showing the initials 
J.D., but this was not seen due to foliage covering most of the house. At the time of 
the site visit the foliage was in the process of being trimmed. 
A superficial internal and external survey of the house indicated that its layout and 
major features correspond with the datestone and therefore is probably right for the 
date of construction.   Within the attic, the roof has had much renovation but retains 
its king post trusses. It was noted that some of the timbers have been re-used as 
they contained empty mortices and redundant peg holes.   

Plate 1: The southern façade of the house. 

The main façade of the house is on the south east elevation but as the house is not 
aligned with true north for ease in this report the façade will be referred to as south 
and all other elevations will be described in this simplified way. The barn in question 
in this report is therefore situated directly west of the house. 
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3.0  The Stable:    

3.1  General description 

This small, two bay stable with an upper floor is a mixture of timber framing and brick 
panel infilling and sits on a stone rubble shallow plinth. The plinth as it is today 
contains many areas filled with bricks and on the southern side of the barn the plinth 
has been obscured by a modern external concrete floor. The gabled roof is covered 
in stone. 
Entrance to the stable is from the southern elevation through an off centered door 
positioned on the east end and directly above this is a pitching door. Also in this 
elevation in the western end is what looks like a large stone trough that has been 
incorporated into the makeup of the footings to the wall.  Directly above this on the 
upper level is a nine diamond mullioned window with very thin mullions. The west 
elevation is covered in horizontally laid weatherboarding. 
 

Plate 2: the southern elevation of the stable and the lean to barn.  Note the possible stone 
trough included in the fabric. 
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3.2 Internal description of stable: 

The ground floor contains many features of it having been a stable with a trough and 
manger still in-situ along the north wall but this building is now used for storage. 
Access to the first floor is by means of a wooden ladder situated in the north east 
corner. 
The east and intermediate trusses are machine cut and are either bolted or nailed 
together whilst the western truss is mainly made up of re-used timbers. The tie beam 
has a series of redundant peg holes and mortices and may have been reused for at 
least a second time. The reason for this is that there are two prop cuts on the face of 
the tie beam but they are now the wrong way round. Therefore this timber probably 
would have originally been a main post for a timber frame and then reused in this 
building with extra mortices put in for the principal rafters to make up the truss.  Also 
the internal face of the tie beam is heavily weathered which also indicates that the 
beam is reused, as the weathering should only occur where the face is exposed to 
the elements.  
The horizontal timber below the tie beam has also been reused as the empty 
mortices and peg holes do not correspond to the framing above. The framing below 
this is of machine cut timbers.  This end frame is the only elevation that has timber 
framing down to the plinth. 
There was no evidence that suggests that the stable may have extended in a 
western direction. 
None of the timbers in the roof have any chamfers or carpenters marks and the 
framing on the north and south elevations are morticed and tenoned with either 
double or single pegs, The pegs are relatively small in diameter.  
Lean-to additions are apparent on all but one elevation, this being the south façade. 
The brick garage situated directly north of the stable was not looked at in any great 
detail but it is of a modern design and replaced an earlier building which was still 
there in 1921 (see figure 4) as seen on the map accompanying the house deeds. 
The single storey brick lean-to directly east of the stable is also a later addition. 
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4.0  The  Western lean-to 

 
Plate 3: The Western lean-to structure looking east. 

This simple lean-to is of single storey and sits on a brick plinth with the occasional 
stone acting as pads for the upright timbers to sit on. This plinth is built lower in 
height than the plinth for the stable. The external elevations have been covered in 
horizontal weatherboarding. The roof is covered in modern pantiles and the higher 
pitch is attached to the stable by modern battening. Internally most of the timbers 
used for this lean-to are of an inferior type having been cut from the tree and simply 
cut to size. The west entrance was at one time open but has now been infilled and 
has a door. A modern concrete support base has been attached to the west end of 
the stable within this lean-to. 
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5.0 Conclusions 

The stable seems to have been built using old re-used timbers from another building 
along with machine cut timbers made especially for this building.  The style and 
thickness of these later timbers especially with their simple mortice or lap joints 
which are nailed, indicate that this building was probably built around the same time 
as the main house. This being in the late Georgian, Regency period.   
 

Glyn Iddens 

Stable 

 

Figure 2: Extract from the 1886 first edition OS map. 

The earliest map seen is the first edition of 1886 (Figure 1) and the barns in question 
are shown, but it is hard to tell if the small lean to is present at the west end of the 
barn. 
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      Figure 3: Extract from the 1904 OS map 

 
 
The Ordnance Survey second edition map, 1904 (Figure 2) was based on the 1886 
survey but was up dated in 1903. This map shows little variation from the plan of the 
buildings present in 1886, and it can not be definitively demonstrated whether the 
lean to extension was present at this time.  
 

 
Figure 4: Extract from the 1921 plan of the site. 

 
 
A site plan dating from 1921 (Figure 3) included with the deeds of the site for this 
date would also appear to largely reproduce the OS 1904 plan. The building shown 
in the position where the stable stands has no indication that a separate lean to 
structure is present at this point.  
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The cartographic evidence alone cannot reliably confirm the relative age of the lean-
to structure. However, from the period of 1921 to the present day many additions to 
the barn are visible. The lean-to attached to the east elevation was erected during 
this time and the northern attached barn has been replaced with what is now a 
garage.  
Also at some point during this relatively long period of time the western half of the 
cider pressing barn has collapsed and the courtyard has been shortened in an 
easterly direction. It is not unreasonable to suggest that the materials from the 
collapse were used to build the lean-to type buildings. This may also explain why the 
plinth of the lean to was built with a mixture of brick and stone while the barn is built 
on a stone plinth. 
 
Due to the lack of any datable evidence like mortices or chamfers etc. on the 
timbers, it is difficult to date the west lean-to through analysing the fabric. Internally 
most of the timbers used for this lean-to are of an inferior type, having been cut from 
the tree and simply cut to size in length. Most of the framework also seems to be 
nailed together and any morticed joints used are also nailed. This lean-to was, 
however, definitely built after the stable was built as were all the other lean-to 
buildings attached to this stable. This therefore suggests that the western lean to 
was built after 1921 when the other lean to buildings were built.  The lean to barn 
does not therefore appear to be of any great antiquity, nor can it be said to be of any 
architectural merit, being a mere appendage to the main stable building and does not 
greatly enhance its character or play any major part in its function.  
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Ordnance Survey 1999(?) Superplan Data 

Ordnance Survey, 1886 1
st
 edition 1:2500 plan.  County Series, Herefordshire 

Sheet XLI / parts of Gloucestershire Sheets IX and X 

Ordnance Survey, 1904 2nd edition 1:10,560 County Series, Herefordshire 
Sheet XLI II/ parts of Gloucestershire Sheets IX.12/IX.8 

Unpublished plan from property deeds, 
1921 
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