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on his tombstone in Osmington Churchyard states that he died on the 14th, aged
65. As by the Parish Register he was buried on the zoth, T have no doubt that
the date on the tombstone is correct. If any one can tell me where he was
baptised, I should be greatly obliged.—IHpRprrT I7, Rav, R.N., Smewins
House, Shottesbrooke, Maidenhead.

Nebietus,

House Morrous ann INSCRIPTIONS, by S. F. A. Caulfield (Elliot Stock),
19o8.—This is a new and revised edition of an interesting book which was
reviewed in this JOURNAL on the occasion of its first issuc. The subject is a
most fascinating one, and Mrs. Caulficld has gleaned far and wide including
house mottoes captured in forcign lands as well as those in the British Isles.
‘We need not repeat the commendations which were passed on its first appear-
ance, but we must regret that the glaring errors which we then pointed out have
not been corrceted in this ¢ new and revised edition.” The authoress apparently
does not know Latin; it would not have been difficult for her to have obtained
the aid of somcone to aid her in removing these terrible blemishes.  The transla-
tions of Latin mottoes are rather ludicrous, e.g. p. 20 sitz, non ebrietati over a
cellar naturally means for thirst not for drunkenness ; but s/ is something like sazis,
and so we find the translation given as ¢ sufficient”’, not drunkenness. On the
same page manguam appears for nunguam. The note on p. 130 betrays a
strange ignorance. If the book has been revised at all, it is a great pity that it
should not have been revised more carefully.

THE PEDIGREE REGISTER, edited and published by G. F. T. Sherwood,
50 Beecroft Road, Brockley, S.E.—Mr. Sherwood’s name is well known to
our readers as a learned genealogist. His new quarterly for the recording of
pedigrees will prove extremely valuable to many who are interested in the history
of their families. The current number contains an interesting note by Mr. Ernest
Francis, of Reading, on his family. The rcgister contains notes, queries and
replies, and inquirers may be surc that if the Editor cannot discover the answers
to their queries, those answers are not discoverable.

NuLsoN’s LiBRARV.—AIl good antiquarians love to read good novels
occasionally, and it would be difficult to find a better selection of cheap copy-
right stories than those published by Messrs. T. Nelson and Sons in their
“Nelson’s Library > at the amazingly small price of 7d. cach. It includes
excellent novels by such writers as Frank Norris, Msr. Humphrey Ward, Anthony
Hope, Sir G. Parker, W. E. Norris, Lucas Malet, and other well-known authors.
The type is large and clear and does not weary the cyes, and the books are small
and convenient for putting in one’s pocket, nor do they look unseemly on the
shelves of the library. They are far superior to the ordinary paper-clad sixpenny
novels.



Demy 8vo, xii 4+ 342 pages, with 17 llustrations, 7s. 6d. ner.

THE OLD-TIME PARSON

BY

P. H. DITCHFIELD
M.A., F.S.A.

FELLOW OF TIIE ROYAL SOCTETY OF LITERATURE, FELLOW OF TUE
ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

TR author of the “ Parish Clesk) which reached hird
edilion in trree months, has turned kis atlention to the study of
old-fashioned parsons and their ways.  Sketches are given of
clergy i all ages, with special altention to those of later times,
and the stories told of them do not lack laecmonr, though much
informaltion is given concernine their status and office. The
“superior clergy,” bishops, archdeacons, deans and canons wre
not forgolien, and curious examples of their wit are shown.
“ Parsons  and People)” * Eccentric 7 arsons”  “ Flunting
LParsons,” “ The Parson Preacking? “The Parson in Litera-
ture” “The Parson’s Wite,” are the titles: o some of the
chapters. The nmumerows readers of the “ Parish Cleyf” wwil/
Ge ylad lo welcome this companion wolunie, which is copionsly
lusiraled.

METHUEN & CO.
36 ESSEX STREET W.C.
LONDON



CONTENTS
CHAPTER
1. THE OLD-TIME PARSON
I1. THE SAXON PARSON
[1I. THI MEDIAVAL PARSON
IV, THE BISHOP
BISHOPS WI'T
VI. THE ELIZABETHAN PARSON AND SOME OTHERS
Vil, CHAPLAINS, LECTURERS, AND ASSISTANT CURATES
VI THIS SUFFERINGS OF TIHE CLERGY
IX. THE SUPERIOR CLERGY
N. THE PARSON IN LITERATURE
XI. ECCENTRIC PARSONS
XII. THE PARSON AND HIS PEOPLE
NIIL T PARSON AND THE CHURCH
XIV. THE PARSON PREACHING
XV. TIE PARSON'S WIFE
XVI. PARISH CLERKS AND CHOIRS
XVIL. THI HUNTING PARSON
XVIIL. T PARSON'S DRESS
XIX. SOMFE ODDS AND ENDS
XX. CONCLUSION

-

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

THIE REVEREND DOCTOR SYNTAX

THE SAXON CROSS AT EYAM

THE PLAN OF A MANOR

THE BRASS OF BISHOP ROBERT WYVILLE IN SALISBURY
CATHEDRAL

THE RIGHT REVEREND SAMUEL WILBERFORCE, D.D.

GRORGE HERBERT

THE VICAR OF WAKEFIELD

THE REVEREND JOSHUA BROOKES, A.M.

THE REVEREND JOHN BERRIDGE

A MIDNIGHT CONVERSATION

THE VICAR RECKIVING HIS TITHES

AN OLD-TIME CHURCH WITH ITS “THREE-DECKER”

AN OLD HOUR GLASS AT MAISEMORE

THE PORCH AT CHRISTOW CHURCH, WHEREIN NICHOLAS BUSSELL,
THE MARTYR-CLERK, WAS SHOT

THE REVEREND “ JACK ” RUSSELL

THE UPPER AND LOWER HOUSES OF CONVOCATION

THE REVEREND JAMES GRANGER




ECCENTRIC PARSONS 175

and his tendency was to sink to the level of his unintel-
lectual neighbours, to adopt their rude speech and manners,
to busy himself with rustic occupations, to become a boor,
if nothing worse, and to adopt those strange, eccentric
habits which amused or disgusted the men of his genera-
tion.

Many stories are told of the eccentricities of the Rev,
W. Sewell, more commonly known as Parson Sewell, a
clergyman of the old school, who was Vicar of Troutbeck,
near Windermere, from 1827 to 1369, and for some years
master of Keswick Grammar School. e used to com-
bine with his clerical duties those of a farmer, and he was
a keen fox-hunter. He was a tall, muscular man, and
used sometimes to settle the disputes of his parishioners
by physical force. On one occasion he was preaching at
Wythburn Church. The pulpit was a very old one, and
had come away from the wall. He had laid his sermon
on the edge of it, when he caught it with his surplice and
sent it down into the niche.  After vainly trying to reach
it he turned to his congregation and said: «7T’ sarmon'’s
tummelled doon 1 neak, an’ Ah can’t recach it; but Ah'll
read you a chapter oot o' Bible: et’s worth three on’t.”

On another occasion he leaned over the pulpit before the
sermon began and inquired of his clerk, * Have you seen
owt o' two lile sheep o’ mine? They're smitten 1 ¢ ear
like yours, but deeper i’ t’ smit.”

For the benefit of south-country readers it may be
necessary to explain that “smitten” is the Cumberland
word for marked. The sheep belonging to each farmer
have a certain mark put upon them, usually with tar, as a
means of recognising them in case they stray away. This
is called “smitting,” or marking them, and many of these
marks differ very little in appearance.

The bishop of the diocese had once come to see the
Vicar of Troutbeck. On his arrival in the village he saw
a solitary man salving sheep in a shed, so he inquired
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SOME PRESS OPINIONS.

Times.

“ The selection from Court Rolls, largely unpublished, and
the comments thereon are of great value. Most useful to the
student is the list of Court Rolls in various depositories. One
Appendix consists of a careful Bibliography of manorial literature.
Though the book is written for the general reader, there are
many points as to which it will be instructive to the most advanced
investigators.”

Athenaum.
“ A very suitable introduction for the beginner in the study
of manorial Court Rolls . . . the compiler has made use of many

trustworthy authorities in constructing his general sketch of
manorial history, and has enriched his collection by some useful

Appendices.”
Academy.

“ A book which may be commended, especially to those who
are entering upon the study of English topography.”

Litevavy World.
“ An important contribution to historical research and a
most welcome addition to the series in which it appears.”

Guavdian.
“This book fills a hitherto empty miche in the library of
popular literature . . . Nor need the practical antiquary or

special student of Court Rolls think that this book is not for
him.”



Antiquary.

“ Mr. Hone writes clearly and well, and his chapters form a
most useful summary of our knowledge of manorial history,
economy and customs. Mr. Hone has performed a somewhat
difficult task with marked ability and success.”

Notes and Queries.
“Afr. Hone’s book will not only be found of service to the
topographer and antiquary, but future historians will be
compelled to make use of it.”

Home Counties Magazine.

“The author has been wonderfully successful; his book
is very readable, and would make a good preliminary text-book
for law students. We can heartily congratulate Mr. Hone on
his very successful volume.”

Also favourably reviewed in the Standard, Evening Standard,
Morning Post, Globe, Daily Telegraph, Daily Graphic, Pall Mall
Gazette, Counlry Life, County Gentleman, Gentlewoman, Graphic,
Tllustvated London News, Tablet, Church Times, Christian Wovld,
Saturday Review, Truth, Quarierly Review, &c., and in the
Provincial and American Press.

EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS.

The Rt. Hon. LorD DE Ros, Old Court, Strangford, co.
Downt :—

“TIt appears to me most interesting, and extremely
well written.”

The Rev. C. B. Corrinson, Laxton Vicarage, near Newark :—
“T am so pleased with your book, and I find it a great
help in studying my own parish.”
The Rev. J. Cavis-BrowN, Selsey Rectory, Chichester :(—

“T purchased a week ago your book on ‘The Manor
and Manorial Records,” and should like to say how much I
appreciate it, and how helpful I find it.”

The Rev. R. M. SERJEANTSON, F.S.A., St. Petet’s Rectory,
Northampton :(—
“T was genuinely delighted with your book, and have
already recommended it thoroughly to several friends.”



The Rev. J. COOKE-YARBOROUGH, Romsey  Vicarage,
Hants :—
“I am writing to congratulate you on your book. I
think it is excellently done, and must have taken a great
deal of hard work.”

The Rev. EVELYN J. HONE, The Rectory, Esher :—

“The book is beautifully printed and illustrated, and
I am sure that the matter will be well worth reading and
digesting.”

THURSTAN C. PETER, EsQ., Town Clerk, Redruth :—

“It seems to me to effect its object of putting anyone
who wishes to study Court Rolls in the way to understand
them.”

J. B. HUrry, Esq., M.D., Abbotsford, Reading :—

“My warm thanks for the volume you have so kindly
sent me. It is full of interest.”

Cuas. GREENWOOD, EsQ. (Steward of the Manor of Old
Paris Garden), 1, Mitre Court Buildings, Temple, E.C. :—

“I should think that it will prove a very valuable
contribution to manorial literature.”

PERCY MANNING, Esg., F.S.A., St. Aldates, Oxford :—

“It strikes me that it should supply a real need, as
there is no handy work dealing with the manor.”

STEPHEN DARBY, Eso., Cookham Dean, Berks :—

“I like the way in which you have treated the subject
very much ; it makes the matter clear to non-professional
minds, and should be very useful.”

Prof. F. J. C. HEARNSHAW, M.A., LI.M., Hartley University
College, Southampton :—

“1 have just finished a second study of your excellent
book on the manor. I have found your extracts from
Court Rolls and your Bibliography particularly valuable.”

Mrs. F. H. SuckriNe, Highwood, Romsey, Hants :—

“It is a perfect treasure. I am giving it to friends.”
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