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Shrond Brasses of Berkshire.

By H. T. MorLEY, F.R.Hist.S., etc.

ABOUT the middle of the 15th Century we find that brasses
of Effigies in Shrouds began to be placed in many of the
Churches, in memory of those who died, instead of the usual method
of showing the effigies in the dress or costume of the period.
These gruesome monuments indicate the morbid spirit which
seems to have taken hold of many people at this time, as seen
not only on the brasses, but also on many of the stone monuments
where full-sized coloured effigies represent the dress and features
of the deceased, whilst underneath lies a representation of the
same person, shown as an emaciated and shrouded skeleton.
We have in three of our Berkshire Churches some of these monu-
ments, and a few particulars relating to them may be of interest.

APPLETORN,—CHURCH OF ST. LAURENCE.

John Goodryngton, 1518
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JOHN GOODRYNGTON, 1518.
Here we see a skeleton, lying in an open shroud, drawn up and
tied in a bunch over the head. The inscription tells us that :—
“ John Goodryngton decessid the last day of December, 1518 ;
and that
“ Dorathie his wyfe aft(er) his dethe toke (took) relyagon
(religion) in ye Monastary of Syon.” (See Figure 1.)

CHILDREY.—CHURCH OF ST. MARY.

JOAN STRANGBON, dau. of Thomas Walrond and wife of

Robert Strangbon, cir. 1477.

On an altar tomb in the South Transept a recumbent female
figure is shown lying in a shroud. On the side of the tomb is
inscribed :

Obituz anng dm Millim[o-cecclzz Sleptimo.,

Parts of two scrolls proceed from the head and foot of the
effigy, the letters . . . legson only remaining, the whole
probably being #prie Glepson.

On a quad plate, in raised lettering, is the following inscription :
Maker of Mankynd o god in Trongte
Of thyn bigh merey g'unt me this hon
@hat for my sotmle septh a pat’ nost & abe
Bought’ to Thoms Walrond bapisid be ¢ name of Jone
Whife wben p in the morld lebid to Robt Stranghon

@he second dap of Aple bens passid & legd ber i ghe
@her alder sofulis mercy lord g'unt bem to bane, Ame.

At the top is a very fine large representation of the Holy
Trinity, and there are five shields (another is lost) which are
badly worn.

No. 1. Walrond imp. Englefielld.

No. 2. Strangbon imp. Quatermain, gu. a fess arg. engraled

between 4 dexter hands couped or
No. 3. Strangbon arg. a bend engrailed sable, imp. ?
No. 4. Strangbon imp. Englefield (part lost).
No. 5. Strangbon imp. ?—3 Lions Rampant.

No. 6. Lost.

Ashmole records that the “ inscription was under the figures
of a man and woman with the picture of the Holy Trinity above
them,” but these two effigies are now missing. (See Figure 2.)
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Jone Strangbon, cir. 1507
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William Feteplace and Wife, 1516.

Another in the same Church is in Memory of
WILLIAM FETEPLACE anxp WIFE, 1516.

This is an altar tomb in the South Transept. Two small
plates, about 9% inches high, are engraved with the figures of a
man and woman rising from their tombs, both enveloped in
shrouds, which are tied over their heads. Labels proceed from
the mouth of each figure, the dexter reading:—

“ Tibera nos salbos nos justifica nos obta trinitas”’
and the sinister side :—
“ &ra trinttas unus dens miserere nohis 7

The shield between the two tombs shows the arms of Fetti-
place imp. the quarterings as follows :—

1. Quarterly, argent, a fess for diff. charged with a cresent or,

betw. 3 herow’s heads erased. Waring.

2. An eagle displayed, argent. Walrond.

Barry of 8 argent and gules, on a chief charged with a
crecent for diff, a lion passant azure. Englefield.

4. 2 bars betw. 3 anmulets. Rykhill.

On the North wall of St. Katherine’s aisle is an inscription
with three shields above it, reading as follows :—
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%ere under this marbpll stone resth the bodyes of @illm Feteplace
esquer & ®lizabeth bis topf Founders of this chauntery fonnded in
the honor of the blezsed @rinttie our lady and seint katerpn fubich
@lizabetl

deressed the xiiif day of Januaryg the pere of or’ Forde M Prxbf
and the zeid

W illm deceszed the day of in the pere of our Lord God
MAc ot fohose soules and alle xten soules, Ibu habe mercy.

LONGWORTH.—CHURCH OF ST. MARY.
Richard Yate, 1498

{30 by aui Jolane hys v 06 winile Sirhen o e R
dag ot msvle e poeot oo ) SECE FcELm=HRC IO Jahane dictho e Ain
Q] af e thenRr ot ) Ve bty Fonins Sed bRUC mere ng
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RICHARD YATE, 1498, axp WIFE, JOAN, 1500.

Two effigies, 27} inches high, are shown turning towards
each other, both in long shrouds tied over their heads and draped
over their naked bodies. Five sons are also shown, two in
ordinary dress, and three (who have died) are in shrouds. Two
others in shrouds, also a group of daughters, are lost

The inscription reads :—

Fere lpeth Richard Pate and Johane bys tupf the fohiche Richard
decessed the xif

dap of Marche the gere of onr lord MCCCClzzzxhiif & the seid
Johane decessed the bij

dap of Marche the yere of our lord M¥c. on tubose Sonlps God
hate fMercy Ame.

(See Figure 4).

LONGWORTH.—CHURCH OF ST. MARY.

A fragment shows a group of eight daughters, probably the
children of Richard Yate and wife, 1509, whose brasses are lost.
Four of these children are in shrouds, showing they had died
previously, the other four are in ordinary dress.

This group, with other brass fragments, were loose at the
Rectory in 1901. (See Figure 5.)

The Illustrations in this article are from my book *“ M onumental
. Brasses of Berkshire.”—H.T .M.

Mr. Mill Stephenson, F.S.A., gives a list of 129 Shroud and
Skeleton Brasses in the British Isles.
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