BERKSHIRE WATERMILLS

J. KENNETH MAJOR

OLLOWING THE lecture on Industrial Archaeology given to the Society by Rex
Wailes in February 1963, the author was asked to prepare a schedule and report
on Berkshire Watermills as part of the Industrial Monuments Survey.

As will beseen from the lists, 112 Watermills or sites were visited. There are
obviously very many that have been converted into houses, and this is all
too common in the Home Counties. However, there are several remaining mills
which are at work or which are described as workable, and it is to these that the
report must really draw attention. Those mills which have been converted into houses
may well have preserved the buildings as part of the landscape, but as monuments
of their industry they cease to have much impact. The mills of Berkshire are extremely
varied, and this has been considered in reporting on the need for preservation.

Of the “modern” working mills, the preservation of the following are important
as the buildings form an integral part of the landscape or are in themselves good
buildings:

Marsh Mills

Sindlesham Mill

Sonning Mill (though this may officially be in Oxfordshire)
Temple Mills (Paper)

Of the remaining mills preservation should be sought for:

East Hagbourne Mill (which is still working)

Bucklebury, River Barn

Hamstead Mill

Eversley New Mill (which is technically in Finchampstead parish)
Woolhampton Mill

Again if preservation could not be achieved, then these should be recorded both
with photographs and measured drawings or details, and there are several other mills
which fall into this category such as Chamberhouse Mill, Thatcham, and Abbey
Mills, Abingdon.

As a result of this report there have been 5 mills listed as ancient monuments under
the Town and Country Planning Acts.

It is hoped that other investigators will proceed on similar lines and produce
reports either of single industrial units or the complete survey of one industry within
the county.
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