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Database documentation for the Archaeology Data Service 
 
Please fully document and record any databases that you intend to submit to the ADS for archiving. 
This will help us prepare them for archiving and online dissemination and will enable future re-use of 
the data by others. 
 
If you already have documentation for your database in another format and would prefer us to work 
with this instead, this should not be a problem as long as it accurately describes your data tables and 
any relationships between them. 
 
Title of project: 
 

Assessing the Research Potential of Grey Literature in the Study of 
Roman England: Stage 2 

Name of database file: 
 

2205_RGL_database_Final_only_Roman_sites 

 
Repeat the following section for each table within your database: 
Name of table 1: Roman South Yorkshire 
Number of rows of 
data: 

85 

Primary key: 
 

Stage 2 ID 

Name of field Full description of field and codes or terminology 
used 

Data type and 
field length 

 
ID Primary Key Number 
Stage 2 ID Unique number for Stage 2 ID  Number 
Report Title Grey literature report title Text 
Author All authors Text 
Fieldwork Type Type of investigation e.g. Evaluation, Watching Brief, etc Text 
Report Issue Date of grey literature report issue Text 
Company/Organisation The company or organisation that carried out the 

archaeological work 
Text 

Summary A brief overview of the background and results of the 
investigations 

Memo 

X ref 6 digit ref Number 
Y ref 6 digit ref Number 
Priority Report? Reports that were prioritised for examination at the 

regional HER 
Yes/No 

Iron Age/Roman 
Interface 

Research theme. The contribution that the site makes to 
this theme is judged by the following three broad 
categories: Substantial, Major or Significant 

Text 

Communications and 
infrastructure 

As above Text 

Military activity As above Text 
Urbanism As above Text 
Agriculture As above Text 
Rural settlement and 
land-use 

As above Text 
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Religion As above Text 
Trade, industry and 
economy 

As above Text 

Material culture As above Text 
Environment As above Text 
Continuity and 
discontinuity of 
settlement 

As above Text 

Burial practices As above Text 
Identified from 
Journal? 

Was the investigation identified from a journal publication 
(from within the ‘county roundups’ of the regional journal) 

Yes/No 

Journal Year Publication year Number 
Journal Site Title The title (address) the site is given in the journal 

publication 
Text 

Journal Author Details Author(s) name Text 
Journal Comments Notes on the type of remains discussed in the journal 

publication for the site 
Text 

Published? Is the site published Yes/No 
Article Title Full Title Text 
Publication date Publication date Text 
Publication Full name of the publication Text 
Volume Publication Volume Text 
Pages Publication Pages the site covers Text 
Pub Author Author(s) name Text 
BIAB Ref The reference code used by the BIAB (allowing cross-

referencing online) 
Text 

Britannia ID CA reference used whilst compiling information from the 
Britannia volumes 

Text 

Britannia ‘Roman 
Britain in’ year 

Reference to the year Britannia summarises Roman sites 
by 

Text 

Britannia County Ref The code used by Britannia for different counties in the 
country 

Text 

Stage 1 ID A cross-reference to the unique id given to sites in stage 
1 of the grey literature project 

Number 

Fieldwork year Year of on-site works Text 
County County Text 
Previously known 
archaeological 
remains? 

Were Roman remains known at the site prior to the 
investigations in question? 

Yes/No 

Published? Stage 2 Highlights published sites Yes/No 
Quality of material 
remains 

Broad distinction between ‘Roman features’ and 
‘Substantial Roman features’ 

Text 

HER Consulted Was the site searched for at the regional HER? Yes/No 
Found Was the report on the site found at the regional HER? Yes/No 
HER Reference 
Number 

HER Reference Number Text 

Pages 
scanned/photocopied 

Were report extracts digitally copied? Yes/No 

HER notes Notes on the report held at the HER. This was carried 
out whilst at the relevant HER offices 

Memo 

Non-commercial Distinguishes whether the investigations were carried out 
by a non-commercial organisation  

Yes/No 

CAT PDF link A hyperlink to Colchester Archaeological Trust reports Hyperlink 
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held online 
Related reports Notes on any related archaeological reports which were 

identified during the course of the project 
Memo 

MAPINFO_ID Link to MapInfo GIS layer (unique identifier) AutoNumber 
 
Name of 
table 2: 

Roman Essex 

Number of 
rows of data: 

371 

Primary key: 
 

Stage 2 ID 

Name of field Full description of field and codes or terminology used Data type and 
field length 

As Table 1 As Table 1 As Table 1 
 
Name of 
table 3: 

Roman Somerset 

Number of 
rows of data: 

163 

Primary key: 
 

Stage 2 ID 

Name of field Full description of field and codes or terminology used Data type and 
field length 

As Table 1 As Table 1 As Table 1 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Relationships 
Please include an entity relationship diagram to show the relationships between your database tables 
NO RELATIONAL TABLES 

Name of 
table 4: 

Roman Warwickshire 

Number of 
rows of data: 

128 

Primary key: 
 

Stage 2 ID 

Name of field Full description of field and codes or terminology used Data type and 
field length 

As Table 1 As Table 1 As Table 1 

Name of 
table 4: 

Roman West Yorkshire 

Number of 
rows of data: 

91 

Primary key: 
 

Stage 2 ID 

Name of field Full description of field and codes or terminology used Data type and 
field length 

As Table 1 As Table 1 As Table 1 
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