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1.0 SUMMARY  
 
1.1 An archaeological watching brief and buildings appraisal was required due 

to an archaeological condition being placed on the development at The 
Beehive Cottage, Garvald.  The site is located, within an historic village, 
and fronts onto the main road, with the south boundary delimited by the 
Papana water .  The work consisted of visual inspection of the standing 
structures to investigate the potential impact of proposed works on the 
fabric, and an intrusive evaluation on the line of  the extension foundations 
to a depth of +700mm to ensure no archaeologically significant deposits 
would be impacted. These works were commissioned by Dr and Mrs Hay, 
the current occupiers of the property. The work was undertaken on the 24th 
July 2008, and was restricted to the area to be impacted by development 
works.. 

 
1.2 The work will enable the East Lothian Archaeological Officer to decide on 

the need for further work, or the removal of this particular condition 
 
1.3 Further work is not advised based on the nature of the archaeological 

deposits uncovered.  The fabric of the building that will be impacted by 
building work dates primarily to the late 1960s, and is of limited 
architectural value.  No further action is recommended.  

 
2.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
2.1 Site location  
 

The site is located to the south of the main road of Garvald and forms part 
of the historic centre of  ‘Garvald Kirk’, as it was previously known,  at 
NT 58850 70825 (Fig. 1).  

 
2.2 Site History  
 

No prior work on this site has been carried out by professional 
archaeologists or historians, however, the previous occupants of the 
cottage have produced a short document (see appendix 4) that details their 
own research.    
 
The village lies in a narrow, well-sheltered valley; the land rises very 
abruptly to the south after the bridge crosses the Papana. At one time there 
were two breweries, three public houses, and as the village sits on a red 
sandstone formation, it was  known for its stone masons and quarries.   
Garvald itself is known to have been in existence since the 12th century if 
not earlier, and lies on one of the routes south across the Lammermuirs – 
indeed both James IVs army and Cromwells are supposed to have passed 
through this small village, as this was a major route. 
 
There is a close connection with church lands, and Nunraw lies closeby to 
the south. 
 



Figure No. 2: Trench Location
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The site itself is associated with a brewer and innkeeper in the 1780s, one 
James Robertson – who raised the original cottage a further storey.  (see 
Fig 4) However,  the brewhouse and inn, would likely have been located 
elsewhere, and this structure served mainly as the family home. 
 
The full story of the property can be read at the rear of this report, 
however, as no references are given, the veracity of the contents cannot be 
checked, and it lies outwith the remit of this programme of works to carry 
out any further documentary research. 
 

Map regression on the site was conducted, however, the level of detail is 
not sufficient to establish groundplan changes.  It is clear however, that the 
development area is this part of Garvald ‘Kirk’ is part of the core 
settlement. (Fig. 3)  
 

3.0 OBJECTIVES 
 
3.1 The basis for investigation is to examine the presence of any substantive remains in 

this early medieval village that may survive in the backlot to the rear of the 
property, which may show the evolution of the frontage to its present form.  No 
backlot features are expected, as most elements, such as bread ovens, brewery pits 
etc are located to the end of the backlot, however, special consideration will be 
taken to check for the presence of pits and other negative features.  Walls, drains, 
earlier land divisions etc will also be examined.   

3.2 As no intrusive work has been carried out in this location before further, the 
relationships of the present standing structures will be examined as part of the 
investigation. 

4.0 METHODOLOGY 
 
4.1 Three trenches were excavated using a Kubota mechanical digger fitted with 

a 1.2m flatbladed ditching bucket.  All surfaces examined and were then 
hand cleaned prior to further excavation.  Trenches were excavated until 
natural was reached, and a small sondage was excavated through the natural 
for a further 300mm to ensure it was not redeposited.  The trenches were 
located along all three sides of the proposed extension. 

 
4.2 Each context was cleaned, levelled recorded and photographed using a 10 

Mega-pixal digital camera, before further examination. 
 
4.3 The elevations were photographed, and notes made on constructional details. 
 
4.4 Artefacts were collected and are presented in appendix 3. 
 



Figure No. 3:  Map regression
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5.0 RESULTS 
 

5.1 Fieldwork 
 

The work was undertaken over 1 day on the 24th July 2008, with fine 
weather and good visibility of soil changes. The garden soil was of even 
thickness across the evaluated area and was c. 300-350mm in depth and the 
distinction between layers was marked.  
 
The various datasets from the investigation are presented in the appendix 
section; Context list (Appendix 1 )Photographic list (Appendix 2), Finds 
register (Appendix 3),  
 

5.2 Trenches (Fig. 2)  
 

5.2.1 West trench; length 3.8m width 1.2m final depth .62m with sondage to .75m 
Removal of topsoil [1001] to a depth of circa 320mm revealed a mixed 
mortar and sandstone fragments layer in a silty clay matrix [1002] which 
contained several sherds of 18th century pottery and bottle glass.  Removal of 
this thin layer revealed a mixed clay/soil but artefactually sterile deposit 
[1003]   this lay directly on a final natural layer [1005] that was of pink/red 
clay.  This layer began at c. 520mm beneath the ground surface, but 
excavation continued to a depth of c. 750mm beneath ground surface to 
ensure it was not a redeposited surface.   

 

5.2.2 East trench; length 3.2m width 1.2m final depth .65m 
The removal of topsoil [1001] revealed the line of a sandstone wall [1004] 
which bounded the concrete slab floor that lay directly outside the south east 
door in the rear elevation.  The wall was constructed of red sandstone with a 
dark pinky-cream mortar.  Foundation reaching only a further 300mm 
beneath the ground surface.  The pattern of layers was exactly the same as in 
the west trench, with a layer of mortar and sandstone fragments at c. 350mm 
and natural clay at 520mm.  
 

5.2.3 South trench; length 3 m width 1.2m final depth .65m 
The removal of topsoil [1001] in this trench did not expose any trace of the 
construction debris layer [1002], but overlay the original landsurface [1003] 
This in turn overlay the natural clay, again at a depth of 510mm.  No 
artefacts were revovered from this trench at all. 
 



5.3 Building (Fig. 4)  
 
5.3.1 Rear elevation and other structural notes were taken though it should be 

stressed that little historic fabric of the structure will be affected during the 
proposed development.  The rear of the cottage shows a clear sign of raising, 
and documentary evidence suggests that James Robertson, the innkeeper, 
added a second storey to his residence (the Beehive) in the 1780s.  The barn 
has been extensively altered, and very little of the original fabric remains, 
none being affected by current works.  The structure has been added to the 
west of the cottage at an angle, and the join to the quoins of the cottage is 
clear.  However, the wallhead does not extend beyond the original height of 
the main building, so it is possible to ascribe this to between 1720 and 1780, 
when the main building was raised.  The lower window openings are all of 
1960s date, though this does not preclude early openings, there is no 
evidence to confirm the possibility.  The door to the east of the rear elevation 
shows evidence of raising of the lintel, where tooling is markedly different 
on the upper two jambs.  This fits with a late 19th / early 20th century raising 
of the garden level [1001], and the construction of a small extension bounded 
by wall foundations [1004].  The floor of this extension is of concrete on a 
loose rubble base associated with this wall and concrete floor is a distinct 
wraggle line for a pitched roof.  The wraggle line itself is cut by a further 
window in the 1st floor, which shows an insertion that post dates the removal 
of the extension.   The other upper floor windows seem to suggest a late 18th 
century date, and would have been dormer in style, though there to have been 
altered to their current form, with the removal of the dormer above the 
roofline.   The rear of the property has been much altered, and retains little of 
the original form.  The main fabric of the original cottage can be little older 
than the 1700s.  Record photographs were taken of the front of the property. 
 

5.4 Artefacts 
 
5.4.1 All artefacts were recovered from the interface between [1001] and [1002] 

and date exclusively to the mid to late 18th century.  The artefacts consisted 
of glass bottle shards and general cooking and tableware ceramics, including 
recognisable mid/late 18th century Prestonpans wares. 
 

6.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

The programme of evaluation has shown that in the areas of investigation 
there are no archaeological constraints within the zone of proposed 
development.   
 
A large amount of topsoil has been brought in the late 19th or early 20th 
century, and has raised the garden by some 320mm. This also goes some way 
to explain the raising of the east door in the rear elevation, due to the raising 
of the exterior ground surface.  This soil is clearly for gardening use, as it is a 
rich and well sorted topsoil, this may relate to the use of the rear space as a 
garden in the 19th/20th century. 
 



Beneath this topsoil lies [1002] which represents a phase of construction or 
alteration that fits well with the 1780s phase of adding a storey to the main 
building, evidenced by mortar and sandstone fragments as well as the 
mid/late 18th century pottery and bottle artefacts.  
The sandstone wall [1004] exposed in the east trench represents a late 
19th/early 20th century extension from the southeast corner of the main 
structure.  The wall surrounds a concrete floor, and further evidence for the 
extent of this structure is visible as a wraggle line in the rear elevation.   
 
The barn to the west, has been extensively altered, and is secondary to the 
original single storey cottage, but prior to the heightening of the main 
building, giving a date of  early to mid 18th century.   
 
The fabric of the structure to be removed and altered is of no architectural 
value, and represents a later 20th century phase of alteration.   
 
The suggestion that this was the site of a brewery is in some doubt, given the 
nature of the structure, and the lack of features within the immediate vicinity 
of the cottage, within the rear garden.  Any such activity would have taken 
place at a distance from the house, and any non domestic ‘industrial’ activity 
should be located towards the river. 
 
We therefore recommend that no further works pertaining to the archaeology 
of this particular development are required. 

 
David Connolly July 2008 

 



Figure No.43:  Rear Elevation, south facing

Beehive Cottage, Garvald
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Appendix 1 Context Register  
 

Context  List – BCG08 
Context Description 

1001 Topsoil layer of well sorted garden soil – c. 350mm depth (beneath ground surface) 
1002 Thin (c. 30mm) pinky-brown silty clay with frequent sandstone fragments and mortar – c. 

350mm depth (beneath ground surface) 
1003 Original ground surface a mixed silty clay, sterile from anthropogenic material  – c. 400mm 

depth (beneath ground surface) 
1004 Sandstone and mortar wall footings surrounding a concrete base, 540mm wide and forming 

an extension from the southeast corner of the cottage. 
1005 Natural pink red clay – c.600mm depth (beneath ground surface) 

Appendix 2 Photo Register  
 

Photo Record List – BCG08 - Digital 
Photo 

ID Site Code Description Direction 
from Date 

1 BCG08_01 Area of wall on elevation to be removed for 
extension – shows inserted windows  

S 24/07/2008 
2 BCG08_02 Area of wall on elevation to be removed for 

extension – shows inserted windows  
S 24/07/2008 

3 BCG08_03 Record shot of  area – pre-excavation S 24/07/2008 
4 BCG08_04 Record shot of  area – pre-excavation S 24/07/2008 
5 BCG08_05 Record shot of  area – pre-excavation N 24/07/2008 
6 BCG08_06 Record shot of  Trench west – 1002 exposed S 24/07/2008 
7 BCG08_07 Record shot of  Trench west – 1002 exposed S 24/07/2008 
8 BCG08_08 Record shot of  Trench west – 1003 exposed S 24/07/2008 
9 BCG08_09 Record shot of  Trench west – 1003 exposed S 24/07/2008 

10 BCG08_10 Record shot of  Trench east – 1004 wall S 24/07/2008 
11 BCG08_11 Record shot of  Trench east – 1004 wall S 24/07/2008 
12 BCG08_12 Record shot of  Trench east – 1004 wall W 24/07/2008 
13 BCG08_13 Record shot of  Trench east – 1004 wall W 24/07/2008 
14 BCG08_14 Rear (south) elevation S 24/07/2008 
15 BCG08_15 Rear (south) elevation S 24/07/2008 
16 BCG08_16 Rear (south) elevation S 24/07/2008 
17 BCG08_17 Front  (north) elevation N 24/07/2008 
18 BCG08_18 Front  (north) elevation N 24/07/2008 
19 BCG08_19 Front  (north) elevation N 24/07/2008 
20 BCG08_20 Front  (north) elevation N 24/07/2008 
21 BCG08_21 Front  (north) elevation general NW 24/07/2008 
22 BCG08_22 Front  (north) elevation general NW 24/07/2008 



Appendix 3 Artefact List 
 

Artefact Record List – BCG08 
Trench Context Description 

1 1002 15 various sherd glazed redware and creamware (1 rim and 1 base) (18th century) 
11 fragments of bottle glass (18th century) 

References  
Forrest, William, fl. 1799-1832 
Ordnance Survey Map 1854 Haddingtonshire 1:2500 scale map  surveyed 1852 
Reports/publications:  
The story of a house – The Beehive, Irene Anderson, 2001 
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Discovery and Excavation Scotland  
 
LOCAL AUTHORITY: East Lothian 
Site Name: The Beehive 
Parish: Garvald 
Name of Contributor(s): David Connolly (Connolly Heritage Consultancy) 
Type of Site or Find: 18th-century cottage and backlot 
NGR (2 letters, 6 or 8 figures): NT 58850 70825 
 
Report: 
 
An archaeological investigation prior to a rear extension of an 18th century cottage 
within the medieval core of Garvald.  Excavation to a depth of 700mm exposed the 
construction debris of a late 18th century building/alteration to the property, a late 
19th/early 20th century stone wall extending from the southeast corner of the property 
and the depth of the clay natural at a depth of 520mm beneath the existing ground 
surface. 
 
No significant archaeology was uncovered, and examination of the fabric to be 
impacted by the proposed works shows that very little historic material will be 
removed, with most of the area being heavily altered in the 1960s. 
 
Sponsor(s): HS, Society, Institution, Developer, etc. (where appropriate):  
Dr and Mrs Hay 
 
Address(es) of Main Contributor(s): 
 
Connolly Heritage Consultancy 
Traprain House 
Luggate Burn 
Whittingehame 
East Lothian 
EH41 4QA 
 




