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1. SUMMARY  

CFA Archaeology Ltd carried out an archaeological evaluation on the site of 

a proposed development for two houses at 189 Barnet Road, Barnet in 

London, centred on TQ 2179 9523 for Lanpro on behalf of Cosybox Ltd. Two 

small trenches less than 5m long were excavated on a driveway and garden 

of an existing house. No archaeological features were revealed and the Site 

was found to have been truncated and levelled in the 19th century.  

2. INTRODUCTION 

2.1. General 

This document presents the results of an archaeological evaluation 

undertaken by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) on the 27th of June 2017 at 189 

Barnet Road in Barnet, London. The proposed development site (hereafter 

the Site) was located on the corner of Barnet Gate Road and Barnet Road and 

comprised a 20th century bungalow, garage, garden area and associated 

driveway. The work was commissioned by Lanpro on behalf of Cosybox Ltd. 

2.2. Planning Background 

The work was a requirement of planning permission (17/0881/FUL) set out 

in condition 8 part a). Accordingly the work was carried out in accordance 

with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) dated the June 2017, covering 

this programme of works produced by Lanpro and approved by the Assistant 

Archaeology Advisor for Historic England who acts as archaeological 

advisor to Barnet Borough Council in response to this section of the planning 

condition. 

2.3. Location, Topography and geology  

 

The Site fronts Barnet Road to the north, Barnet Gate Lane to the west and 

house plots to the east and south. The plot gently slopes down to the south. 

The geology is Clay Gate Member clay, sand and gravel (British Geological 

Survey). 

 

2.4. Historical Background 

The Site lies in between the settlements of Arkley and Barnet Gate in an area 

of archaeological interest (Archaeological Priority Area) identified for the 

Local Plan: Barnet Gate and Totteridge Fields. Arkley is referred to as 

‘Southhaw’ in Medieval documents and during the 1950s a medieval kiln 

was excavated in Arkley at Dyke Cottage. In the 17th century we know that 

bricks were being manufactured near Rowley Road on the north side of the 

village. Arkley Windmill, a listed corn mill (list entry 1359022) is located on 
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the north side of Barnet Road and thought to have been in operation by the 

early 19th century.  

 

Historic maps indicate that the site is located within a late 19th century 

industrial/rural landscape. The 1868 6 inch OS map shows that the Site is 

situated immediately west of a complex of buildings marked as a tile works. 

There is an access road from Barnet Road to the factory along the north-east 

edge of the current Site and gardens are shown on the corner of Barnet Gate 

Lane and Barnet Road. Clay pits for the factory lie some distance to the 

south-west. By the 1895 only a few of the factory buildings are shown and 

the former tile works access road and gardens are now enclosed and shown 

as empty. There are little changes to this immediate area until the current 

surrounding house plots were built in the 1950s. The current plot is shown as 

empty until the 1970s OS mapping. 

 

2.5. Objectives 

The objectives of the project were to determine the ‘location, extent, date, 

character, condition, significance and quality of any surviving archaeological 

remains liable to be threatened by the proposed development. 

The aims of the evaluation were to: 

 To assess the impact of previous land use on the site  

 To assess the potential for survival of environmental evidence  

 To inform a strategy to avoid or mitigate impacts of the proposed 

development on 

 To produce a site archive for deposition with an appropriate museum 

and to provide 
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3. WORKING METHODS 

3.1. General 

CFA Archaeology Ltd follows the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ 

Code of Conduct, Standards and Guidance. 

3.2. Trenching 

Two trenches measuring just over 4m long and 2m wide were excavated 

around the existing bungalow, one in the front driveway and another in the 

garden. The trenches were slightly shorter than originally proposed due to the 

thick deposits of very compact 19th century made ground encountered.    

3.3. Excavation and Recording Strategy 

Topsoil, made ground and driveway deposits were removed with a 

mechanical excavator fitted with toothless ditching bucket under constant 

archaeological supervision until the natural geology was exposed. All spoil 

deposits were scanned with a metal detector. 

Trenches and modern services encountered were planned to scale on 

permatrace and surveyed using a Trimble GPS unit with Real Time 

Kinematic (RTK) corrections accurate to 8mm horizontally and 12mm 

vertically. This data was converted in real time into British National Grid 

coordinates. The character, composition and general depositional sequence of 

the site stratification was recorded on pro-forma sheets, with a unique 

context number being allocated to each distinct deposit and feature. A full 

photographic record comprising high resolution digital images was made. 
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4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 

4.1. General 

The trench locations are shown in Fig. 1 and a summary of all trenches and 

contexts is contained in Appendix 1. Finds are summarised in Appendix 2. 

All illustrations referred to in the text can be found at the back of this report.  

4.2. Trench Descriptions 

Trench 1 

This was located in the driveway of the bungalow. Below the modern gravel 

and hardcore (0101) was a dark clayey silt deposit of made ground (0102), 

0.25-0.35m thick, containing 19th century pottery and tree roots. Below was 

a grey brown silty clay with gravel (0103) also containing 19th century 

pottery. This layer also represents made ground and was situated directly 

above natural blue grey clay and gravel (0104). Tree disturbance was noted 

at the north-west end of the trench within layer 0103. A modern service 

coated in concrete ran across the trench and cut through all deposits made 

ground. 

Trench 2 

This trench was positioned in the garden on the south-west side of the 

bungalow. Below turf and a light brown silty sand and gravel containing 

broken window glass (0201) was a medium to dark brown very compact 

layer of sandy silt (0202) containing frequent pieces of tile and brick 

fragments and also pottery 0.2-0.3m thick. Like the layers in trench 1, this 

represents 19th century levelling of the site. Below was another levelling 

deposit (0203), a light sandy brown compact silty clay 0.24m thick 

containing some 19th century pottery and brick fragments. Both layers lay 

above a natural deposit of sandy brown gravel mixed with clay (0204). 

Another concrete coated service ran across this trench cutting through all 

deposits made ground. 
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5. THE FINDS 

A total of 11 finds were collected from 4 contexts as shown in the table below. 

The assemblage is characterised and assessed for potential for further analysis 

in the commentary below the table. 

 

 

Conxt Pottery Fe Slag CBM Porcelain CTP Spotdate 

 No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g No. Wt/g  

0102 1 7.6     1 76.5     Mid to late 

19th century 

0103 2 7.9       1 13.8   

Mid to late 

19th century 

0202 2 95.8 1 8.7 1 7.8     1 1.3 

Mid to late 

19th century 

0203 1 4.6           

Mid to late 

19th century 

Total 

6 115.9 1 8.7 1 

7.8 1 76.5  13.8 1 1.3  

 
 Pottery and Porcelain 

The assemblage consists largely of tin-glazed ceramic from two plates and a 

fragment from a fine teacup. A fragment of porcelain was also recovered with 

an unclear design.  

 

 Ceramic building material 

The ceramic building material consists of a hand made 19
th

 century tile 

fragment, possibly from the nearby tile works.  

 

Fe 

A single machine-made screw was identified  

 Discussion 

The finds evidence provides dating for the primary contexts, as well as more 

general dating for activity within the wider area. It is recommended that the 

material may be kept for reference purposes; however, the assemblage is 

relatively modern and thus no further assessment is necessary. 
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6. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

The evaluation has revealed that deposits of mid to late 19th century 

levelling are likely to cover the entire area of the proposed development. The 

lack of a buried topsoil below these deposits suggests that the area appears to 

have been stripped of topsoil and levelled as part of the 19th century tile 

factory development located immediately to the west. 
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 APPENDIX 1: Summary of trenches and contexts 

 
Trench 1 Size: 4.1m x 2m 

Depth  

0.85m 

Context Description Date 

0101 Modern made ground for driveway Modern 

0102 Black-grey clayey silt – 19th century made ground 19th century 

0103 Grey-brown silty clay – 19th century made ground 19th century 

0104 Natural clay and gravel identified at 140.08m AOD - 

Trench 2 Size: 4.5m x 2m 

Depth  

0.9m 

Context Description Date 

0201 Turf and light brown silty sand and gravel – 20th century made ground Modern 

0202 Medium to dark brown compact sandy silt – 19th century made ground 19th century 

0203 Light sandy brown silty clay, v compact– 19th century made ground 19th century 

0204 Natural clay and gravel identified at 140.15m AOD - 

 

APPENDIX 2: Archive Summary 

Paper / Drafting Film 

Description Medium Size Number 

WSI Paper A4 14 

Site Records Paper A4 15 

Plans Drafting Film A3 1 

Specialist Report Paper A4 1 

Report Paper A4 11 

Illustrations Paper 1 x A3, 2 x 

A4 

2 

Digital 

Description File type Number 

Report Pdf/A 1 

Photos tiff 14 

Survey Dxf 1 

Specialist report Docx 1 
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