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1.         INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 General 
 
1.1.1 This report presents the results of an historic building recording survey carried out by 

CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) in June 2008 at Kelton Mains Farm, Threave, Castle 
Douglas, Dumfries and Galloway (NGR: NO 042 934) on behalf of the National 
Trust for Scotland (NTS). Kelton Mains is a Listed Category B building. Documents 
issued to CFA included a Project Outline, plans and other documents associated with 
the project. The NTS required a Historic Building Survey of Kelton Mains Farm 
House and two other ancillary buildings associated with the farm house. 

 
1.2 Background 
 
1.2.1 Kelton Mains is a U-shaped farm complex (Figure 1) located on the NTS estate of 

Threave, adjacent to the car park area for visitors to Threave Castle (Figure 1, 
Building 1). Two other buildings of importance to the survey are situated either side 
of the farm house, the former Tattie store to the west (Figure 1, Building 2) and the 
former stables to the east (Figure 1, Building 3). A number of other farm and NTS 
related buildings are located close to the farm house, although these buildings were 
not investigated as part of this survey. 

 
1.3 Objectives 
 
1.3.1 The aim of the Kelton Mains Historic Building Survey was to inform the preparation 

of a Conservation Plan through which the NTS will manage the assets of the site, by 
providing a better understanding of the origins, development and cultural significance 
of the building, placed within its social and landscape context. The objective has been 
achieved through a combination of documentary research, standing building 
recording and analyses in order to establish clearly the location, nature and present 
condition of features significant to the historical development of the building. These 
objectives are set out in the NTS Project Outline. 
 

1.3.2 The following elements were undertaken to fulfil the project aims: 
 

1) Desk-based research of sources including historical records held by the NTS 
and others within the National Archive of Scotland. 

 
2) A metric building survey including recording of external and internal 

elevations using precision Reflectorless Total Station, a cross-section, 
architectural detail recording, including moulding profiles of skirting and 
cornices, along with scaled drawings of the floor plans. 

 
3) A photographic survey of the external and internal elevations of Kelton 

Mains, the Tattie store and the Stables.  
 

4) Production of a report including elevations and plans annotated with 
contextual information. Contextual information was recorded on an Access 
database.  All building terminology follows Pride (1996). 

 
1.4 Report layout 
 
1.4.1 This report describes the methodology used during the project (Section 2); the results 

of the desk-based assessment (Section 3); the results of the standing building survey 
(Sections 4-7); Section 8 concludes the report and Section 9 provides 
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recommendations.  The sources used are listed in Section 10. The ancillary buildings 
and Buildings 2 and 3 are described in Appendix 1. The illustrations and photographs 
are bound at the rear. 

 
1.5 Acknowledgements 
 
1.5.1 The authors wish to acknowledge the assistance of Derek Alexander, Archaeologist, 

at the National Trust for Scotland for his much valued advice and comments on the 
various drafts during this project. Simon Green (RCAHMS) is also thanked for his 
comments on various aspects associated with the phased development of Kelton 
Mains. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 
 
2.1 General 
 
2.1.1 An effective standard for this type of project has been established by previous 

research conducted by CFA. Recording of all elements followed established CFA 
methodologies and included standard upstanding building recording by sketch 
drawing, photographic and Reflectorless Total Station survey. 

 
2.1.2 CFA follows the Codes and appropriate Standards set down by the Institute of Field 

Archaeologists. 
 
2.2 Desk-based assessment 
 
2.2.1 CFA conducted a desk-based assessment prior to fieldwork. The results of the desk-

based assessment are presented in Section 3. Sources consulted include: 
 
2.2.2 National Monuments Record of Scotland. All relevant records relating to the site and 

its immediate vicinity were checked and bibliographic sources followed up. 
 
2.2.3 Early map coverage for the area. An examination of all the Ordnance Survey 6" map 

editions was made, together with any other readily available cartographic information 
on pre-recent land use in the project area. The National Map Library and National 
Archive of Scotland were consulted. 

 
2.2.4 Aerial photographic coverage. Available vertical aerial photographs were examined 

for indications of geomorphological variation in the open ground areas around the 
Kelton Mains which might point to buried archaeological remains not visible on the 
surface and for recent changes to the buildings. 

 
2.2.5 Historical Documentary Search. Readily available documentary sources for the area 

were checked for relevant information. Extracts of the NTS Sites and Monument 
Record relating to Kelton Mains were made available for consultation. 

 
2.2.6 Consultations. The Stewartry Museum was visited to obtain historical map 

information concerning Kelton Mains. Simon Green at RCAHMS was consulted on 
various aspects associated with the phased development of Kelton Mains. 

 
2.3 Historic Building Survey 
 
2.3.1 The historic building survey was undertaken at Kelton Mains in June 2008. A 

wireframe of each external elevation was made, then combined with 
corrected/rectified photographs for the addition of specific detail using Illustrator 
software. Descriptive notes were taken of its character of build, size of door openings, 
windows, and any other features of architectural interest relating to the different 
phases of the building’s construction.  An audit of internal fixtures and fittings was 
made. For the internal rooms, context reference numbers are each prefixed by their 
respective room number (Tables 3-20).  North, south, east and west external elevation 
drawings were made and include key features that have been assigned a unique 
identifier number (Table 1). The information gathered from the contextual record was 
entered into a Microsoft Access database (Keltonbase 1). Where appropriate, 
architectural descriptions have followed Pride’s Dictionary of Scottish Building 
(Pride 1996).  
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2.4 Photographic survey 
 
2.4.1 A comprehensive photographic survey was carried out (Appendix 2).  The survey was 

conducted on a room by room basis and each internal elevation was photographed.  
General character shots were taken including any significant architectural details, 
fixtures, fittings, and scars where these had been removed.  Particular attention was 
paid to photographing details of damaged areas in order to assist future management 
proposals.  
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3. DESK-BASED SURVEY RESULTS 
 
3.1 Cartographic sources 
 
3.1.1 Kelton Mains is not depicted on Moll’s map of 1745. Roy’s map of 1747-55 also 

shows no buildings in the general location of the building but there are two buildings 
shown immediately to the south west (Fig 2a).  The general area is depicted as field 
systems and rig and furrow. Cartney’s estate map of 1771 (Figure 2b) shows Kelton 
House schematically, as a single gabled building with chimneys at each end and five 
bays. Kelton House is also shown on Ainslie’s Map of 1797 and Thomson’s map of 
1820. Kelton Mains is depicted on a plan of Threave Castle Estate of 1860, which 
was based on the OS 1st Edition of 1853, the plan provides no new information (Fig 
2c). 
 

3.1.2 Both the Ordnance Survey (OS) 1st Edition map of 1853 and 2nd Edition of 1894 
(Figure 2d-e) depicts the farmhouse with the north wing. Buildings housing the 
‘Thrashing Machine’ are shown to the south-west on the OS 1st Edition of 1853. 
 

3.1.3 Building 3 (stable) is not depicted on the OS map of 1946 and appears as unroofed on 
the OS map of 1963. The 1963 OS map also shows that the layout of the farmhouse is 
unchanged from today. 

 
3.2 Aerial photographic survey 
 
3.2.1 The vertical aerial photographs show Kelton Mains between 1946 and 1991. The 

1946 photograph shows the building amongst open fields with small areas of 
woodland.  The 1991 photograph shows the Castle Douglas bypass and roundabout to 
the south-east of the buildings. The aerial photographs are in accord with the 
Ordnance Survey maps. 

 
3.3 National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS), Dumfries & Galloway SMR 
 
3.3.1 The National Monuments Record of Scotland holds one record for Kelton Mains 

(NX76S W60) which describes the buildings as: 
 
‘A mid 18th-century farmhouse (Category B Listed Building) widened to the rear in the 19th 
century. Two storeys with a 6-bay main elevation. Painted rubble, boulder base-course, rubble 
quoins. The farm consists of a large number of buildings including barns and various byres. 
The large detached farmhouse faces SE and has a semicircular garden to the front.’ 

 
3.4 Documentary sources 
 
3.4.1 There is very little documentary evidence available concerning Kelton Mains. The 

parish of Kelton is described in the Statistical Account (1793) and the New Statistical 
account (1844) as an area increasingly dealing with cattle and later dairy, but no 
specific mention of Kelton Mains is made. The RCAHMS conducted a Scottish Farm 
Buildings Survey and their archive contains an associated document.  Kelton Mains 
was one of the farms visited for this survey. The RCAHMS report lists Kelton Mains 
(their Site 12) and includes a brief summary. 

 
‘1740s house; large barn c.1800, farm on a U-plan of mid–late 19th century with freestanding 
farmhouse. Walls of white-washed rubble’ 

 
3.4.2 The NMRS holds a comprehensive set of survey plans and sections which were 

drawn up in 1952 and were produced by W Schomberg Scott and Co. Architects, 
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Northfield, Prestonpans, East Lothian. These provide a wealth of information 
pertaining to the existing layout of Kelton Mains in that year and for a scheme of 
proposed major alterations. The drawings are held within the NMRS as hard copies 
but have been digitised and are discussed fully in Section 4 below. 

 
3.4.3 Kelton Mains is referred to as the former mansion house of the Kelton Estate in the 

1848 Ordnance Survey Namebooks and it was not until William Gordon took over 
the Estate and built Threave House in 1872 that Kelton Mains was given over 
completely to farming (Jones et al 2004, 12).  

 
3.4.4 A watercolour painting held by the previous owner of Kelton Mains is produced as 

Plate 33.  The painting is dated to 1952 and shows the south-facing elevation and the 
east gable.  This painting captures the charm of the building prior to its conversion 
shortly after it was painted.  

 
3.4.5 Two undated monochrome photographs show the south-facing elevation of Kelton 

Mains and the adjoining stable and tattie store (Plate 34).  The photographs predate 
the 1950s refurbishment of Kelton  Mains as the chimney stack on the North Wing 
can still be seen.   
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4. SCHOMBERG SCOTT’S 1952 ARCHTECTURAL PLANS 
 
4.1 General 

 
4.1.1 A comprehensive set of survey plans and sections were drawn up in 1952 and these 

provide information pertaining to the existing layout of Kelton Mains in that year and 
also for a scheme of proposed major alterations. The drawings were made by W 
Schomberg Scott and Co. Architects, Northfield, Prestonpans, East Lothian. 
Schomberg Scott carried out many commissions for the NTS (RCAHMS 2004). The 
drawings are held within the NMRS as hard copies but have been digitised and are 
reproduced as Figures 3-6. The following summarises the principal features on these 
drawings: 

 
4.2 External elevations as existing in 1952 (Figure 3) 
 

South elevation (Figure 3a) 
 
4.2.1 The south elevation has a central porch flanked by two 4-paned windows on the 

ground floor. The first floor has six windows on the first floor. The pitched gable of 
the North Wing can be seen projecting above the main block.  

 
West elevation (Figure 3b) 

 
4.2.2 The west elevation includes the porch, the two gable walls of the main block and the 

North Range. There is no fenestration on the west elevation of the main block. Two 
doorways are shown. The ground floor doorway led into a wash house on the ground 
floor and the second plank-built door was accessed by a staircase. The fenestration on 
the North Wing (Phase 3) includes ground floor windows lighting a storeroom; two 
larger windows lit a large living room whilst the upper second floor windows lit two 
bedrooms. The roof lines of the valley roof on the main block are of differing heights, 
with the southernmost side being slightly higher. 

 
North Elevation (Figure 3c) 

 
4.2.3 The north elevation includes two bays on the east side of the North Wing and a single 

bay on the west side. All the windows are of differing size including 4-paned 
windows on the ground floor and two 12-paned windows on the first floor. There are 
no windows on the north-facing elevation of the North Wing. 

 
East Elevation (Figure 3d) 

 
4.2.4 The east elevation comprises the east gables of the main block and the east wall of the 

North Wing. The walls of the gables on the main block are blind. A porch on the 
ground floor is lit by a small 4-paned window. The adjoining wall of the North Range 
has a doorway accessing the passage to the ground floor storerooms. On the second 
floor of the North Wing there are two 12-paned windows with raised margins, 
suggesting that this elevation was harled to keep out the prevailing westerly weather.  

 
4.3 Ground floor, first and second floor, and section as existing (Figure 4) 
 

Ground floor (Figure 4a) 
 
4.3.1 The south side of the house has three units comprising living room, hall and kitchen.  

Two porches are depicted on the south and east elevation respectively. The stairs to 
the first floor are off the hall. Within the northern half of the house are a dining room 
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and scullery. A hall leads through to the North Wing and a washhouse. All the floors 
are depicted as concrete with the exception of the Dining Room and Living Room 
which are labelled with wood floors, and the hall was tiled. The North Wing has three 
units that include a storeroom and a larger rectangular store at the north end. This is 
accessed through a hall leading into the main block. The store rooms and the hall are 
lit by two 4-paned windows of variable size on the east elevation, and more regular 
sized windows on the west elevation. 

 
First floor (Figure 4b) 

 
4.3.2 The first floor has three bedrooms on the south side of the main block lit by 6 bays. 

The largest bedroom is lit by two windows and has a fireplace on the west gable. The 
two smaller bedrooms are lit by two and a single window respectively. A small 
fireplace was present on the west gable. The bedrooms are separated by thin partition 
walls. On the north side of the main block there are three units, including a Bothy and 
the main stair well. The Bothy was accessed via an external staircase. At the west end 
of this half of the building there was a small bathroom. Access into the North Wing at 
this level was through a door leading off the stairwell that provided access to the main 
living room. This large room was lit by two large 6-paned windows on the west 
elevation. A fireplace occupies the north elevation. There are no windows on the east 
side of the room.   

 
Second Floor (Figure 4c) 

 
4.3.3 The second floor of Kelton Mains comprised the roof space of the main block and 

bedrooms of the North Wing. The southern half of the main block is shown as ‘roof 
space’. The northern half of the main block is divided by the partition wall. The 
stairwell occupies the centre of the northern half. Roof space is shown on the west 
side of the stairwell, but on the east there was a small box room. A doorway led into a 
hallway within the North Wing which provided access into two bedrooms. These 
rooms were lit by larger 4-paned windows on both the east and west elevations 
respectively. The larger bedroom was heated by a fire on the north elevation. The 
smaller bedroom had a smaller fireplace on the main partition wall.   

 
Section Drawing (Figure 4d) 

 
4.3.4 A cross-section through the farmhouse through points A–A on the ground floor 

provides interesting details on the relationship between the differences in roof height 
between the main block and the North Wing. The variable width of the valley roof is 
also depicted. The fenestration on the west-facing elevation of the North Wing is not 
aligned in regular bays, the windows being slightly off-set. The largest windows lit 
the large living room whilst the upper floor had smaller sash and case windows. The 
roof of the North Wing is shown with two chimney stacks at each end. The stack at 
the south end served only a small fire-place on the second floor. The northern stack 
vented the large living room and the larger bedroom on the second floor. The roof 
would probably have been slate, in keeping with the rest of the building.  

 
4.4 Proposed alterations to elevations and sections (Figures 5-6) 
 
4.4.1 There are eight individual drawings in the ‘Proposed Alterations’ collection. The first 

set of plans include elevation drawings and two sections (Figure 5). The second set of 
drawings include ground, first and second floor plans and a roof plan (Figure 6). In 
order to aid interpretation between actual changes performed and those that deviate 
from the proposal drawings, cross-reference is made between these figures and the 
Room classifications adopted during the 2008 survey (Table 2). 
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South elevation (Figure 5a) 

 
4.4.2 The south elevation appears largely unaffected by the alterations with the exception 

of new sashes to existing windows.   
 

Section A–A (Figure 5b) 
 
4.4.3 This drawing is a section through the main block stairwell and a proposed new saddle 

roof. The section runs east–west through the second floor plan (Fig 5C below). The 
section shows the configuration of a new scarf A-frame roof which included space for 
dormer windows on either side.   

 
North Elevation (Figure 5c) 

 
4.4.4 The North elevation includes a new lean-to roof to replace the original pitched gable 

roof.  Other modifications include new dormer windows ‘to replace existing’. A new 
window was also proposed on the west end of the elevation at the ground floor to 
light Room 7, the wash room.  

 
West Elevation (Figure 5d) 

 
4.4.5 The west elevation proposed changes refer to the removal of the pitched gable: 

‘existing roof to be taken down to line of new lean to roof’. The doorway on the first 
floor leading to the former Bothy (Unit 10) was replaced by a window. A new door 
was to be fitted to replace the existing plank-built door to the former wash house, but 
this was never carried out.  A window now occupies this space.  

 
Section drawing B–B (Figure 5e) 

 
4.4.6 This section is shown running north–south through Figures 6C and D. The section 

shows the alignment of the new saddle roof with its dormer window. The 
configuration of the south gable on the main block is shown, and importantly the new 
lean-to roof in relation to the main east-west trending partition wall.   

 
East Elevation (Figure 5f) 

 
4.4.7 The east elevation shows that the principal alteration was to construct a new saddle 

roof to replace the existing gable: ‘existing gable taken down to the line of new lean-
to roof’. Other minor alterations included replacing the ground floor doorway with a 
12-paned window to light the new living room (Room 4). A new window was also to 
be inserted into the upper area of the reduced pitched roof; this was never carried out 
according to the present day layout. No alterations to the outside of the North Wing 
were proposed. 

 
4.5 Proposed alterations, floor and roof plan (Figure 6) 
 

Ground Floor (Figure 6a) 
 
4.5.1 The ground floor plan shows that on the south side of the main block the kitchen was 

converted into a living room (Room 4). An existing doorway was to be blocked up on 
the central partition wall. This was indeed completed as a cupboard occupies this 
spaces (Room 4). On the north-side of the main block, a kitchen was created to 
replace the earlier dining room. A store-cupboard formed from partitioning of part of 



KELT/1522/0 `  CFA   13

the kitchen was not followed through. A toilet installed next to the wash house had a 
door placed facing the hall rather than on its southern wall as is depicted.  

 
First Floor (Figure 6b) 

 
4.5.2 The first floor plan shows three bedrooms on the south side of the main block. This is 

the case today, however the sizes of the rooms differ. The drawing shows the middle 
bedroom off-set from the main opening in the partition wall. This was never carried 
out as the present arrangement comprises a bedroom formed around the central two 
window bays (Room 16). The entrance to the middle room is in the north-west corner 
with doors to bedrooms Rooms 15 and 17 of the narrow hallway.   

 
4.5.3 The plan shows alterations to the bathroom in the north-west corner of the main block 

which included the installation of a new bathroom (Room 12) and a bedroom (Room 
13). The existing bathroom window was altered to a dormer window. The former 
bothy was to be converted to a kitchen but instead this was converted to a bedroom 
(Room 10).   

 
Second floor plan (Figure 6c) 

 
4.5.4 The second floor plan shows the large rectangular open roof space on the south side 

of the main block which had no proposed alterations. A new staircase leading to a 
new bathroom and water closet was proposed for the attic space in the new saddle 
roof.  No alterations were planned for the third floor of the North Wing (Figure 6d).   
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5. HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY: EXTERNAL DETAILS 
 
5.1 The Farm House 
 
5.1.1 Table 1 lists the context numbers of individual features identified on each elevation 

(Figure 7a). The development phases are shown in colour on Figures 7–8, and Room 
numbers can also be found on Figure 8.  

 
South Elevation (Figure 7a) 
 

5.1.2 The south elevation is the principal facade seen on approach to the buildings and 
incorporates a central porch (002) flanked by two windows on the ground floor (003). 
The south elevation incorporates the original Phase 1 build, although according to the 
architectural drawings the current windows are later insertions in their original 
positions.  The building fabric (001) was white-washed, cement rendered, coursed 
rubble which largely masks the quoins.  The porch has a slate-tiled piened roof (006) 
and a double-leaved wooden door (017). A small wooden window (005) on the west 
side of the porch lights the hall (Room 2). On the ground floor a possible scar (016) is 
visible on the western end of the gable; the survey was unable to discern the nature of 
this scar due to the thick render. Lead flashing (015) is also visible above the western 
ground floor window. The upper floor is lit by six windows (004) which light Rooms 
15, 16 and 17. The roof has fine slates at the top (008) and a skirt of larger slates 
(007) at the bottom. A single skylight (010) lights the roof space. The cornice stacks 
(011) are capped with concrete haunched caps (013). The rain goods (014) are 1950s 
replacements.  Thackstanes (012), for the original thatched roof are visible at the base 
of the cornice stacks. Sandstone skews are present at the gables and the roof is capped 
with sandstone ridge coping stones (009 and 047).  

 
East Elevation (Figure 7b) 

 
5.1.3 The east elevation incorporates a window (020) on the ground floor. This window has 

been inserted into the former doorway shown on Schomberg Scott’s plan of 1952 
(Figure 4). The window surround (019) has been blocked with bricks whilst the space 
below the window (019a) is also probably blocked with brick, although this is hard to 
make out due to the heavy rendering. The original pitch of the roof (037) was also 
visible. No scars on the walls were visible for the Phase 2 extension. Undressed 
rubble foundation levelling stones (018) were present at the base of the wall under the 
Phase 1 build. A pipe (021) and iron inspection plate (022) is associated with 
the1950s era Aga cooker in the kitchen (Room 4).  
 
North Elevation (Figure 7c) 

 
5.1.4 The north elevation represents the rear of the building and has a central doorway 

(031). Three phases of construction are visible.  The alignment of the original pitched 
slate roof (023) is still extant above the Phase 4 roofline (024). The Phase 2 main 
build (001) was present below the eaves. On the ground floor the two eastern 
windows (028, 029) would appear to have been present during Phase 2, although the 
blocking (030) below window 029 may demonstrate that the use of this window had 
changed in the 20th century. The Phase 2 western window (032) had a chamfered 
quoin surround. Window 041 was inserted into the former doorway of the North 
Wing in the 1950s, although no blocking scars below the window were visible. Three 
dormers (025) were inserted into the Phase 3 roof with the sills below the eaves. 
Window 049 was inserted into the void left by the former North Wing first floor door.  

 



KELT/1522/0 `  CFA   15

West elevation (Figure 7d) 
 
5.1.4 The west elevation was similar to the east in that the original pitch of the northern 

roof (037) was present, but no wall scar was visible between the Phase 1 and 2 builds. 
Ground floor window 036 lit the washroom Room 7, and was a Phase 4 replacement 
for the former door. Brick blocking (035) was visible around the window but no 
blocking scar was visible below. A similar situation was present on the first floor 
window 034, which had been the doorway to the former bothy, Room 10. Again the 
window was surrounded by brick blocking (033) but no evidence for the former stair 
was noted.  A lead waste pipe (038) is present.  The rain goods (039) are modern 
replacements.  A garden wall (040) abuts the lower right-hand corner of the elevation. 

 
5.2 External Condition 
 
5.2.1 The external condition of Kelton Mains was generally sound. The roof appears to be 

in good repair with no serious defects noted to the slate. 
 
5.3 Building 4: remains of the North Wing (Plates 1-2) 
 
5.3.1 The brick and stone building to the north of the farmhouse (Building 4,  Figure 1) has 

been used lately for storage, but in the past the northern and parts of the western wall 
may have been part of the North Wing. The building measures 6.5m by 2.8m 
internally with an opening at the east end. The roof was mansard in shape and 
covered with corrugated asbestos sheets. The western brick wall was built on the base 
of the older stone wall, whilst the north wall, of coursed sandstone rubble, entirely 
utilised the remains of the North Wing. The quoins show best on the west gable (Plate 
1). Internally, the building had a concrete floor and the walls had a plaster render of 
comparatively modern date. The building was lit by a window opening on the west 
gable and south-facing elevation. 

 
Context Component Element Summary description 
001 All Fabric Cement rendered, whitewashed coursed rubble 

main build, with quoins around windows and 
gables 

002 S facing elevation Porch Rectangular porch with piened roof 
003 S facing elevation Windows Ground floor 4-pane sash and case windows 

with yellow painted sills 
004 S facing elevation Windows First floor 2-pane sash and case windows with 

yellow painted sills 
005 S facing elevation Windows Ground floor small 4-paned window 
006 S facing elevation Porch Slate roof with lead and steel ridge of porch 

002 
007 S facing elevation Roof Slate skirt of roof 
008 S facing elevation Roof Slate roof tiles higher on roof and smaller than 

(007) 
009 S facing elevation Roof Sandstone skew stones on E & W edge of roof
010 S facing elevation Window 2-pane metal flare skylight in roof tile (008)
011 All Cornice stack Cornice stack of chimney finished in same 

material as main build (001) 
012 All Thack stanes Thack stanes at base of cornice stacks, related 

to earlier thatched roof? 
013 All Chimney Concrete haunched cap of cornice stacks 
014 S facing elevation Rain goods Black painted iron rain goods 
015 S facing elevation Lead flashing Two strips of lead flashing above western 

window (003)
016 S facing elevation Scar Possible blocking of former door/window, 
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Context Component Element Summary description 
would have to be prior to 1952 

017 S facing elevation Door Double-leaved plank door of porch 
018 E facing elevation Foundation Rubble levelling foundation 
019 019a E facing elevation Scar Brick blocking around and below window 

(020) 
020 E facing elevation Window 2-pane sash and window 
021 E facing elevation Pipe Lead pipe from Boiler in Room 13 
022 E facing elevation Service Iron inspection plate and brick blocking at 

back of oven in Room 5 
023 N facing elevation Roof As 008 original tiles of pitched roof 
024 N facing elevation Roof Slate tile of extended roof 
025 N facing elevation Dormer First floor dormer slate insertions  
026 N facing elevation Window 12-pane window of central dormer (075) 
027 N facing elevation Windows 2-pane windows of E and W dormers 
028 N facing elevation Windows Ground floor E window 
029  029a N facing elevation Windows Ground floor 4-pane kitchen window with 

broken sill (029a) 
030 N facing elevation Scar Blocking below window (029) (blocked prior 

to 1952)
031 N facing elevation Door Plank-built back door 
032 N facing elevation Window Ground floor, western window with visible 

quoins 
033 W facing elevation Window First floor, 2-pane sash and case frame  (recent 

insertion) 
034 W facing elevation Scar Brick blocking around window (033) inserted 

into former bothy entrance 
035 W facing elevation Window Ground floor, 2-pane sash and case window 
036 W facing elevation Scar Brick surround of window (036) 
037 W& E facing elevation Roof Angle of original roof
038 W facing elevation Pipe Lead down pipe 
039 W facing elevation Rain goods Black painted iron rain goods 
040 W facing elevation Wall Dry stone garden wall abutting building 
041 N facing elevation Window Ground floor 8-pane window with insert scar 
042 N facing elevation Rain goods Eastern iron down pipe 
043 N facing elevation Rain goods Iron down pipe 
044 N facing elevation Rain goods Iron down pipe 
045 N facing elevation Rain goods Iron down pipe 
046 N facing elevation Rain goods Western iron down pipe 
047 N & S facing elevation Roof Sandstone roof ridge stones 
048 N facing elevation Roof Sandstone coping stones on East and West 

edge of roof 
Table 1 External Elevations, principal features and summary descriptions 
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6 HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY: INTERNAL DETAILS 
 
6.1 General 
 
6.1.1 This section examines the results of the internal building survey, focusing on the 

layout of the rooms. 
 
6.1.2 Schomberg Scott’s architectural survey of Kelton Mains in 1952 (see Section 4 and 

Figures 3-6) included both ground and first floor room plans, and each room was 
labelled according to its individual function. 
 

6.1.3 The 1952 plan depicts the layout of the building prior to the later alteration. The 
subsequently demolished North Wing is depicted, as is the former second floor. Table 
2 below shows the different terminology used in the 1952 and CFA floor plans. 

 
CFA 2008 Plan Current Use Scott 1952 Plan 2008 Unit Dimensions 
Ground floor  
Room 1 Porch Unnamed 1.78m x 1.87m
Room 2 Hall Hall 2.16m x 5.2m 
Room 3 Parlour Living Room 4.04m x 4.45m 
Room 4  Living Room Kitchen 5.91m x 4.5m 
Room 5 Kitchen Dinning Room 5.27m x 2.6m 
Room 6 Hall Scullery 1.5m x 4.09m x 4.5m x 0.85m 
Room 7 Washroom Washroom 4.6m x 2.65m 
Room 7a  Toilet Not present 3m x 0.85m  
Room 8 Staircase Staircase  3.5m x 1.15m 
First floor    
Room 9 Landing Unnamed 2.6m x 2.3m 
Room 10 Bedroom  Bothy 4.69m x 2.67m 
Room 11 Hallway Unnamed 3.57m x 0.78m 
Room 12 Bathroom Unnamed 2.69m x 1.83m 
Room 13 Bedroom Bathroom 2.97m x 2.73m 
Room 14  Hallway Not present 3.94m x 0.88m 
Room 15 Bedroom Bedroom 4.37m x 4.9m 
Room 16 Bedroom Bedroom 4.03m x 3.8m 
Room 17 Bedroom Bedroom 4.84m x 4.74m 

Table 2 Summary table of the room layout terminology  
 

6.2 Summary of the room layout (Figures 8–9). 
 
6.2.1 For descriptive purposes, CFA has followed Schomberg Scott's terminology but 

assigned room numbers 1-17 respectively. The ground floor incorporates a parlour (3) 
and a living room (4) accessed from the main hall (2) via the porch (1). Both rooms (3 
and 4) were well lit by south-facing windows. A doorway leads from the living room 
into the kitchen (5). The kitchen is also accessed via a passage (6) that leads directly 
to the hall (2), the back yard and washroom (7) and separate toilet (7a). 
 

6.2.2 From the main hall (2), stairs (8) lead up to the first floor landing (9) and an adjoining 
bedroom (10). The landing leads up to a passage (11) from which a bathroom (12) 
and a bedroom (13) are accessed. An entrance to a further passage (14) is also located 
in the south wall of passage 11 and leads to three bedrooms (15-17).  

 
6.3 Individual room descriptions 
 
6.3.1 Internal elevations were drawn in Rooms 3, 4, 5, 10, 13 15, 16 and 17 only, as these 

rooms contained the most ornate details. Rooms 1, 2, 6-9, 11 and 12 were 
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photographed in detail and their respective features noted.  The contexts are listed in 
Tables 1, 3-20 and provided in Keltonbase 1 (Access database on CD). Individual 
room dimensions are included in Table 2. 

 
Ground Floor, Room 1 (Porch, Figure 8, Plate 3, Table 3) 

 
6.3.2 The porch measures 1.78m by 1.87m. The walls (1003) were covered with wood-

effect Formica sheets, trimmed with narrow stained beading and had a shallow 
wooden skirting board at the base. The floor (1004) was of red and black square 
ceramic tiles which continued through into the hall (Room 2). The ceiling (1005) was 
of modern square polystyrene tiles. The double-leaved entrance door (1001) with 
frosted glass window panes was present on the south wall. A white-painted wooden 
door (1002) on the north wall led to the hall. The door originally had four panes of 
glass which had later been replaced by two panes of frosted glass.  

 
6.3.3 The porch was the main entrance to Kelton Mains and had recently been finished in a 

modern style. Behind the Formica wallcovering, plaster-skimmed plasterboard was 
present suggesting that the original lath and plaster had also been replaced recently. A 
broken modern wall heater was present on the east wall. 

 
Context Element Summary description 
1001 Door North wall-double door to garden- 2m x 2.16m high by  0.56m wide 
1002 Door South wall- door to main hall, 0.99m wide by 1.82m high 
1003 Walls All walls wood effect Formica 
1004 Floor Red and black tiles
1005 Ceiling Polystyrene tiles 
1006 Heater East wall modern electric heater, broken 
1007 Skirting All walls, plain softwood, painted white, 0.1m high 
Table 3. Room 1, Porch 
 
 Ground Floor, Room 2 (Hall, Figure 8, Plates 4-5, Table 4) 
 
6.3.4 This hall measured 5.2m by 2.16m and had embossed wallpaper covered walls (2003) 

with plain softwood skirting boards. The room was lit by a small window (2100, Plate 
4) on the south wall immediately to the west of the entrance door (1002). the window 
had splayed ingos of softwood. The ceiling in Room 2 was decorated in painted 
woodchip wallpaper and the floor was of the same red and black tile as in Room 1.  

 
6.3.5 The room was a rectangular hall with doors leading to Rooms 1, 3, 4 and 6. A 

staircase (Room 8) on the north wall led to the first floor (Plate 5). Some of the 
skirting had been partially removed along the south and west walls revealing the 
original stone rubble wall beneath the plaster. 

 
Context Element Summary description 
2001 Window South wall, 4 pane softwood, 0.44m wide by 0.44m high 
2002 Ceiling White painted wood chip wallpaper 
2003 Walls All walls, embossed white wallpaper 
2004 Skirting All walls, partially removed along South and West walls, 0.1m high
2005 Floor Red and black tiles
Table 4. Room 2, Hall 
 
 Ground Floor, Room 3 (Parlour, Figures 8 and 10, Table 5) 
 
6.3.6 This room measures 4.04m by 4.45m and is depicted on Schomberg Scott’s 1952 

plans as a ‘Living Room’ (Figure 4). A fireplace (3003) and hearth with a copper 
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surround occupied the west wall. A more recent simulated stone fireplace with a 
softwood mantelpiece surrounded the fire. The walls were decorated with wallpaper 
(3005) and had softwood skirting (3006) at the base. A moulded picture rail (3007) 
was continuous around the walls and the walls above the rail were painted white 
(3010). The south wall contains a sash window (3002), with splayed ingoos and a sill 
measuring 1m long by 1.3m high. A door (3001), leading to the hall (Room 2), was 
present in the east wall. The softwood plank floor (3008) and ceiling (3009) were 
intact. 

 
6.3.7 There were no internal fixtures and fittings associated within this room that offer any 

insight to its former use. In its last phase it was used as a parlour. Recent 
investigations on the north wall have revealed a brick-blocked doorway (3004) which 
would have led into Room 7. However on Schomberg Scott’s plan of 1952 (Figure 4) 
this was already blocked, suggesting that this doorway may have been blocked when 
the building was extended in the 19th century. Investigations under the floor boards in 
the doorway revealed a concrete floor beneath them. 

 
Context Element Summary description 
3001 Window South wall, 4 pane softwood, 0.44m wide by 0.44m high 
3002 Ceiling White painted wood chip wallpaper 
3003 Walls All walls, embossed white wallpaper 
3004 Skirting All walls, partially removed along South and West walls, 0.1m high 
3005 Floor Red and black tiles 
3001 Window South wall, 4 pane softwood, 0.44m wide by 0.44m high 
3002 Ceiling White painted wood chip wallpaper 
3003 Walls All walls, embossed white wallpaper 
3004 Skirting All walls, partially removed along South and West walls, 0.1m high 
3005 Floor Red and black tiles 
3001 Window South wall, 4 pane softwood, 0.44m wide by 0.44m high 
3002 Ceiling White painted wood chip wallpaper 
Table 5. Room 3, Parlour 
 
 Ground Floor, Room 4 (Living Room, Figures 8 and 11, Table 6) 
 
6.3.8 This room is depicted on Schomberg Scott’s plans as a ‘kitchen’ but was more 

recently used as a living room. The former doorway to the kitchen on the east wall 
now contains a sash window (4004) with a wooden cupboard beneath. On the west 
wall a fireplace (4005) and hearth has a steel and simulated stone surround. The 
stonework continued under the entertainment unit on the south wall. A large sash 
window (4003), also with a cupboard beneath, occupied the south wall.  The north, 
west and south walls were decorated with embossed wallpaper (4007) with softwood 
skirting (4009). The east wall was red painted wallpaper over plaster board (4008). 
Coving (4010) was continuous around the top of the walls. The north wall contained a 
wooden door (4011) to the kitchen (Room 5), and a recessed wall cupboard (4002). 
This cupboard was situated in the space left by the former doorway to the old scullery 
shown on Schomberg Scott’s plan of 1952 (Figure 4). The ceiling was finished in 
embossed wallpaper and the floor in linoleum floor covering. 

 
6.3.9 This room was last used as a living room. It had been converted from a kitchen in the 

1950s and no original features survived. The doorways to the scullery and to the 
outside on the east wall had been blocked as part of these conversions. The room had 
exits to the hall (Room 2) and Kitchen (Room 5). Scars in the plaster work on the 
north wall (4006) revealed the original plaster, tempered by horse hair, over stone. 
The other walls had more recent plasterboard over stone.   
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Context Element Summary description 
4001 Door East wall, door to hall 
4002 Cupboard North wall, recessed wall cupboard, block entrance to former scullery 
4003 Window South wall, 4 pane sash and case, 1.39m high by 0.8m wide 
4004 Window East wall, 2 pane sash and case, 1.18m high by 0.76m wide 
4005 Fireplace East wall, simulated stone fireplace and associated TV stand 
4006 Wall North wall scar, white painted embossed wallpaper on plaster board over 

stone- seen in damage 
4007 Wall damage North west and south wall white painted embossed wallpaper on plaster 

board over stone- seen in damage 
4008 Wall East wall, red painted plaster skimmed plaster board wall 
4009 Skirting All walls, plain soft wood 0.1m high 
4010 Coving All walls, plain plaster Coving, 0.7m high 
4011 Ceiling Ceiling white painted embossed wallpaper 
4012 Floor Linoleum floor covering 
Table 6. Room 4, Living Room 
 

Ground Floor, Room 5 (Kitchen, Figures 8 and 12, Table 7) 
 

6.3.9 The kitchen measures 5.91m by 4.5m and is lit by two windows (5004, 5005) of 
different sizes on the north wall. The west window (5004) was hinged to open 
inwards, whilst the east window (5005) had a sash frame with splayed ingoos. The 
room had a concrete floor which was covered by linoleum (5012). The north wall 
contained modern kitchen units (5009) and worksurfaces.  An aga oven took up the 
centre of the east wall. A wooden door (5001) led to Room 4 on the south wall and a 
recessed cupboard (5003) occupied the space in the former doorway noted in Room 4. 
A door (5002) in the west wall led to a hall (Room 6). The ceiling (5013) was finished 
in embossed wallpaper. The walls were decorated with embossed wallpaper (5006 
and 5008) with plain wood skirting beneath (5007). A tile ‘splash back’ (5010) was 
present on the north wall and above the aga. 

 
6.3.10 Pipes run from the hot water tank in Room 13 down the eastern edge of the north wall 

and link with the aga and a pipe that runs across the top of the north wall (5014). The 
recessed cupboard (5003) was the back of the recessed cupboard in Room 4 and both 
were partitioned by a brick wall. No original features were noted and the possible 
wooden floor noted on Schomberg Scott’s plan (Figures 4 and 6) had been replaced 
by a concrete floor during the installation of the kitchen.  

 
Context Element Summary description 
5001 Door South wall, moulded 4 panel door, 1.78m high by 0.77m wide 
5002 Door West wall, moulded 4 panel door, 1.9m high by 0.7m wide 
5003 Cupboard South wall,  recessed wall cupboard associated with 4002 
5004 Window North wall, western window 1m high by 0.78m wide 
5005 Window North wall, Eastern window 0.9m high by 0.84m wide 
5006 Wall South wall, yellow painted embossed wallpaper over plaster skimmed 

plasterboard on stone wall 
5007 Skirting South, East and West walls, plain soft wood 0.1m high 
5008 Wall West wall as 5006- shallow recess in NW corner 
5009 Cabinets North wall, kitchen units sink and worktop 
5010 Tiles North and East wall, tiles above kitchen unit and Aga  
5011 Services East wall, hot water and other pipes associated with Aga and boiler in 

room 13 
5012 Floor Linoleum oven concrete 
5013 Ceiling Peach painted embossed wallpaper 
5014 Services North wall, metal pipe, 0.04m above kitchen units 
Table 7. Room 5, Kitchen 
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 Ground Floor, Room 6 (Hall, Figure 8, Plates 6-7, Table 8) 
 
6.3.11 This L-shaped hall led between the hall (Room 2), the kitchen (Room 5), the toilet 

and washroom (Rooms 7a and 7) and the yard at the rear of the farmhouse. The walls 
and ceiling were covered in painted Artex (6006 and 6009). The floor was unfinished 
concrete. A cupboard (6004) measuring 1.38m deep by 1.18m wide with a plank-built 
wooden door was present beneath the stairs on the south wall. The hall was lit by a 
sash window (6003) with narrow splayed ingos on the northern wall. The backdoor 
(6002) was a moulded softwood door with six panes of frosted glass. A four-shelf 
plywood cupboard (6005) took up the space of the angle between the kitchen (Room 
5) and this hall on the south and east walls.  

 
Context Element Summary description 
6001 Door South wall, softwood moulded door 1.98m high by 0.76m wide 
6002 Door North wall, softwood moulded door to yard, 1.84m high by 0.83m wide 
6003 Window North wall, 12 pane sash and case window 0.99m high by 0.72m wide 
6004 Cupboard South wall, Under stair cupboard 
6005 Cupboard East wall, 4 shelf cupboard filling angle of wall 
6006 Walls North, south and East walls, peach Artex over plasterboard on stone 
6007 Wall West wall, peach Artex on plasterboard over brick 
6008 Floor Unfinished concrete 
6009 Ceiling Peach painted Artex 
Table 8. Room 6, Passage 
 
 Ground Floor, Room 7 (Washroom, Figure 8, Plates 8-9, Table 9) 
 
6.3.12 The washroom measured 4.6m by 2.65m and is lit by a sash window (7004) on the 

west wall; the window was formerly a doorway. A Belfast sink (7003) was positioned 
in front of the window. A doorway (7001) was present on the north wall.  The ceiling 
(7009) and walls were painted plaster (7008). The skirting boards appear to have been 
removed as there was a unfinished plaster scar at the base of the walls (7006). The 
floor was unfinished concrete (7007). The south wall contained a chipboard wall 
cupboard and a recessed wall cupboard (7002). The recessed wall cupboard 7002 had 
a plank-built wooden door and was the rear of the recessed cupboard in Room 3.  
Various pipes are present leading through to the kitchen. 

 
6.3.13 The doorway that existed on the western wall on Schomberg Scott’s plans (Figure 4). 

had been blocked by a window. The room had also been partitioned with the inclusion 
of a separate toilet (Room 7a) in the north-east. A scar in the plaster on the south wall 
showed that the wall finish was plastered directly on to the stone walls. 

 
Context Element Summary description 
7001 Door North wall, moulded softwood, 1.98m high by 0.83m wide 
7002 Cupboard South wall, recess cupboard from blocked doorway in room 3 
7003 Sink West wall, white ceramic Belfast sink 
7004 Window West wall, 2 pane sash and case, 1.28m high by 0.9m wide 
7005 Walls All walls, blue painted plaster over stone 
7006 Skirting All walls missing, 0.18m high  
7007 Floor Roughly finished concrete 
7008 Cupboard South wall chipboard wall cupboard 
7009 Ceiling White painted plaster 
Table 9. Room 7, Washroom 
 



KELT/1522/0 `  CFA   22

 Ground Floor, Room 7a (Toilet, Figure 8, Plate 7, Table 10) 
 
6.3.14 As noted above Room 7 has been subdivided to include a separate toilet. The toilet 

was lit by a hinged window which was probably extant in Phase 2. The walls, floor  
and ceiling are finished in the same manner as the hall leading to it (Room 6).  

 
Context Element Summary description 
7A001 Door East wall, moulded softwood, 1.96m high by 0.76m wide 
7A002 Window North wall hinged softwood frame, 0.6m by 0.6m  
7A003 Toilet West wall, ‘Shanks’ white ceramic 
7A004 Floor Concrete 
7A005 Ceiling Peach pained Artex 
7A006 Walls All walls, peach painted Artex on plasterboard over stone 
Table 10. Room 7a, Toilet 
 
 Ground Floor, Room 8 (Staircase, Figure 8, Plate 5, Table 11) 
 
6.3.15 A twelve-riser wooden staircase with a drop of 3.5m leads from the entrance hall 

(Room 2) to the first floor on to the landing (Room 9). The treads were 0.18m high 
and 0.27m deep. A softwood hand rail was positioned on the west wall.  

 
Context Element Summary description 
8001 Stairs 12 risers with 3.5m drop 
8002 Walls Carried over from room 2 
8003 Ceiling Painted white wood chip wallpaper 
Table 11. Room 8, Stairs 
 
 First Floor, Room 9 (Landing, Figure 8, Plate 10, Table 12) 
 
6.3.16 The first floor landing leads to a bedroom (Room 10) and up a three-riser stair to a 

hallway (Room 11). The landing was finished in the same manner as the entrance 
hall, Room 2. It was lit by a sash window on the north wall. This window had 
previously been a doorway into the former North Wing. Given the relative heights of 
the wall head and windows on the northern elevation it is likely that the window fills 
the area in the centre of the door. 

 
Context Element Summary description 
9001 Window North wall, 2 pane sash and case window, 1.08m high by 0.93m wide 
9002 Stair 2 riser with 0.86m drop 
9003 Stair rail Softwood box and rail 
9004 Skirting All walls, soft wood plain skirting 0.1m high
9005 Walls Same as unit 2 and 8
9006 Ceiling White painted wood chip wall paper 
9007 Floor Wooden plank floor boards 
Table 12. Room 9, Landing 
 
 First Floor, Room 10 (Bedroom, Figures 8 and 13, Table 13) 
 
6.3.16 The room measured 4.69m by 2.67m and was lit by a dormer sash window (10002) 

on the north wall and a sash window (10003) on the west wall.  The walls were 
finished with wallpaper (10005 and 10004) with plain wood skirting beneath (10006). 
The ceiling was partly coombed to maximise the available ceiling space created by 
dormer roof construction.  The softwood plank floor (10007) was covered with a 
green carpet. 
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6.3.17 This room was described as a Bothy on Schomberg Scott’s plan (Figure 15) but was 
last used as a bedroom. The entrance to the Bothy was on the west gable but this had 
been blocked by the sash window (10003). It was not originally possible to enter the 
Bothy from the main house and so a door (10001) was inserted on the east wall under 
partly coombed roof of the inserted dormer.  

 
Context Element Summary description 
10001 Door East wall, moulded softwood 1.96m high by 0.76m wide 
10002 Window North wall, 2 pane sash and case 1.18m high by 0.88m wide 
10003 Window West wall, 2 pane sash and case 1.18m high by 0.98m 
1004 Walls South wall, floral design vinyl wallpaper 
1005 Walls North, East and West walls, peach painted embossed wallpaper 
1006 Skirting All walls, plain softwood 0.1m high 
1007 Floor Dark green carpet 
1008 Ceiling White painted woodchip wallpaper 
Table 13. Room 10, Bedroom 4 
 
 First Floor, Room 11 (Hallway, Figure 8, Plate 11, Table 14) 
 
6.3.18 This hallway connected the landing (Room 9) with hallway 14 on the south wall and 

the bathroom (Room 12) and bedroom (Room 13) to the east. The Hallway was 
finished in the same manner as the entrance hall, Room 2 and all the first floor 
passageways (Rooms 8, 9, and 14). Loft access, leading to the shallow roof space  
above the dormers was present in the ceiling opposite the bathroom (room 12).  

 
Context Element Summary description 
11001 Walls As unit 2 
11002 Floor Softwood plank floor boards 
11003 Loft access Softwood loft hatch in eastern part of ceiling, 0.78m long by 0.52m wide 
11004 Ceiling White painted woodchip wallpaper 
Table 14. Room 11, Passage 
 
 First Floor, Room 12 (Bathroom, Figure 8, Plate 12, Table 15) 

 
6.3.19  The bathroom measures 2.97m by 1.83m and incorporated a coombed ceiling to 

maximise the height under the inserted dormer. The room was lit by a sash window 
(12002) on the northern wall. The walls (12006) and ceiling were finished with 
wallpaper, except around the bath and sink which had red Formica ‘splash backs’. A 
modern bath (12007) was present on the east wall. A white ‘Royal Doulton’ wash 
basin (12005) was on the west wall. A lavatory and cistern (12004) was situated on 
the north wall. The wooden plank floor was finished in blue linoleum covering 
(12009). A small chipboard drawer unit (12003) was positioned under the window 
between the bath and toilet. 

 
Context Element Summary description 
12001 Door South wall, moulded softwood, 1.97m high by 0.76m wide 
12002 Window North wall, 12 pane sash and case 1.04m wide by 1.2m high 
12003 Cupboard North wall 2 draw chipboard unit under window
12004 Toilet North wall, white ceramic toilet
12005 Sink West wall, off white Royal Daulton ceramic sink 
12006 Walls All walls, decorative ‘kitchen and bathroom’ wallpaper 
12007 Walls North, East and South walls, red Formica panelling around bath and sink 
12008 Skirting South and West walls, plain softwood 0.1m high 
12009 Floor Silver blue linoleum floor covering
12010 Ceiling White painted embossed wallpaper
Table 15. Room 12, Bathroom 
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 First Floor, Room 13 (Bedroom, Figures 8 and 14, Table 16) 
 
6.3.20 The room measured 2.97m by 2.73m and was lit by a single dormer sash window 

(13002) on the north wall. As in Rooms 10 and 12 the ceiling was partly coombed to 
maximise the available ceiling space created by dormer roof construction. The walls 
were finished with wallpaper (13005) with plain wood skirting beneath (13006). The 
softwood plank floor (13008) was covered with a brown carpet. A built-in wall 
cupboard (13003) was present on the south wall. The cupboard had four shelves and a 
moulded softwood door. Built-in cupboards and wardrobes (13004) occupied the east 
wall. The northern wardrobe contained the hot water tank which was heated by the 
aga in Room 5.  

 
6.3.21 The recessed wall cupboard may have been blocked at the south by brick, but it was 

not possible to confirm this during the survey. On Schomberg Scott’s plan of 1952 
(Figure 4) it is the room is depicted as a bathroom. The cupboard is positioned in the 
former entrance between this bathroom and a bedroom (now Rooms 13 and 17). 

 
Context Element Summary description 
13001 Door West wall, moulded softwood, 1.97m high by 0.76m wide 
13002 Window North wall, 2-pane sash and case frame 1.02m wide by 0.78m high 
13003 Cupboard South wall.  Recessed wall cupboard 
13004 Wardrobes East wall, fitted wardrobes and cabinets 
13005 Walls All walls, purple painted embossed wallpaper 
13006 Skirting All walls plain softwood, 0.09m high 
13007 Ceiling White painted woodchip wallpaper 
13008 Floor Brown carpet over wooden plank floorboards 
Table 16. Room 13, Bedroom 5 
 

First Floor, Room 14 (Hallway, Figure 8, Plate 13, Table 17). 
 
6.3.22 The hallway connected to the landing (Room 9) via hallway 11 on the north wall and 

to the three bedrooms to the south of the building (Rooms 15, 16 and 17). The 
hallway was finished in the same manner as the entrance hall, Room 2.and all the first 
floor passageways (Rooms 8, 9, and 11). Loft access, leading to the larger roof space  
on the south side was present in the ceiling between the doorways to Rooms 16 and 
17. 

 
Context Element Summary description 
14001 Ceiling As unit 11 
14002 Floor Unfinished soft wooden plank floor boards 
14003 Walls As unit 2 
14004 Loft access Rectangular softwood loft hatch 0.78m long by 0.52m wide 
Table 17. Room 14, Passage 
 
 First Floor, Room 15 (Bedroom, Figures 8 and 15, Table 18) 
 
6.3.23 This room measured 4.37m by 4.9m and was situated above Room 3. A blocked 

fireplace (15002) was situated on the west wall. The room was lit by two sash 
windows (15003 and 15004) on the south wall. A four-panelled door (15001) was 
present on the east wall surrounded by a doorframe with a simple architrave. The 
softwood plank floor (15009) was intact. The walls (15006-8) and ceiling (15010) 
were finished with modern wallpaper.  

 
6.3.24 The east wall (15007) was a modern partition wall installed in the 1950, reducing the 

room’s size as it had previously occupied the three windows of the western end of the 
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building, although such changes were not on Schomberg Scott’s 1952 plan of 
proposed changes (Figure 6). 

 
Context Element Summary description 
15001 Door East wall, moulded softwood, 1.98m high by 0.76m wide 
15002 Fireplace West Wall, blocked fireplace with red tile hearth 
15003 Window South wall, Eastern window, 2 pane sash and case window, 1.18m high 

by 0.78m wide 
15004 Window South wall, western window, 2 pane sash and case window, 1.18m high 

by 0.78m wide 
15005 Skirting All walls. Plain softwood, 0.1m high 
15006 Wall West wall, yellow painted embossed wallpaper 
15007 Wall East wall, floral vinyl wallpaper 
15008 Wall North and South wall, as 15006 
15009 Floor Softwood plank floorboards  
15010 Ceiling White painted embossed wallpaper 
Table 18. Room 15, Bedroom 1 
 
 First Floor, Room 16 (Bedroom, Figures 8 and 16, Table 19) 
 
6.3.25  This room was situated above Room 2 and measured 4.03m by 3.8m. A four-panelled 

door (16001) was present on the north wall The room was lit by two sash windows 
(16002 and 16003) on the south wall. The softwood plank floor (16007) was intact 
and surround by plain softwood skirting (16005). The walls (16004) and ceiling 
(16006) were finished with modern wallpaper. The walls (16004) and ceiling (16006) 
are featureless being finished with modern wallpaper. 

 
6.3.26 All but the south wall are recent inserted partition walls, following the renovations in 

the 1950s; again these changes were not noted on Schomberg Scott’s plan of proposed 
changes in 1952 (Figure 6).   

 
Context Element Summary description 
16001 Door North wall, moulded softwood, 1.97m high by 0.76m wide 
16002 Window South wall, eastern window, 2 pane sash and case window, 1.18m high 

by 0.78m wide 
16003 Window South wall, western window, 2 pane sash and case window, 1.18m high 

by 0.78m wide
16004 Walls All walls, decorative pre-printed embossed wallpaper 
16005 Skirting All walls, plain softwood, 0.09m high 
16006 Ceiling White painted stripped Artex 
16007 Floor Softwood plank floorboards 
Table 19. Room 16, Bedroom 2 
 
 First Floor, Room 17 (Bedroom, Figures 8 and 17, Table 20) 
 
6.3.27 This room measured 4.74m by 4.84m and was lit by two sash windows (17003 and 

17004) on the south wall. The ceiling (17007) is plain. The walls (17005) are 
featureless with the exception of the east wall where a central blocked up fireplace 
was present. The skirting boards (17006) were plain. A four-panel door (17001) was 
present on the west wall.  

 
6.3.28 On Schomberg Scott’s plans of 1952 (Figures 4 and 6) this room was much smaller, 

comprising of only the eastern window of the building. As in Rooms 15 and 16, a 
partition wall had been inserted (in this case the west wall) allowing access to the  
hallway (Room 14). No evidence for the former blocked up door, leading to Room 
13, on the north wall was visible due to the modern decoration. 



KELT/1522/0 `  CFA   26

 
Context Element Summary description 
17001 Door West wall, moulded softwood, 1.98m high by 0.76m wide 
17002 Fireplace East wall, blocked fireplace with red terracotta tile hearth 
17003 Window South wall, eastern window, 2 pane sash and case frame, 1.18m high by 

0.78m wide 
17004 Window South western window, 2 pane sash and case frame, 1.18m high by 

0.78m wide 
17005 Walls All walls. Vinyl floral wallpaper 
17006 Skirting All walls, plain softwood 0.1m high 
17007 Ceiling White painted woodchip wallpaper 
17008 Floor Softwood plank floor boards 
Table 20. Room 17, Bedroom 3 
 
6.4 Assessment of the roof timbers 
 
6.4.1 An examination of the roof was carried out to establish the configuration of the roof 

joists and to determine if the roof offered any insight to possible dating or phasing. 
Recording work was confined to photography and baseline measurements obtained 
using a DISTO laser measurer. Full access could only be gained to the interior of the 
roof on the south elevation of the main block. Photographs were obtained from the 
hatch-space on the north side of the main block. Height restrictions in the lean-to roof 
restricted access.  

 
South side roof space of the main block  

 
6.4.2 The interior of the roof on the south side of the farmhouse measured 13.7m long by 

5.1m wide. Twenty-one A-framed collared rafters (see Fig 9 Cross section A) are 
present and are held together with pegged mortice joints (Plate 14). At the ridge these 
have been butt-jointed with the central ridge board running the length of the roof. The 
oak rafters have been largely replaced at the west end by new softwood (Pine) rafters. 
The oak rafters have rounded-off edges and measure on average 0.14m by 0.14m. On 
the north side of the roof original softwood sarking boards are present and appear to 
be pit-sawn (Plate 15).  

 
6.4.3 A great deal of bracing work using rough-dressed pine had been installed to lend 

additional support to the original oak frame which has warped and shifted over the 
years. Plate 16 demonstrates the irregularity of the cross-braces. The rafters are 
supported on timber uprights that stand proud of the wall head. A blocked-up 
doorway was evident on the south-facing interior wall. Plate 17 shows a possible 
blocked opening with different building material with a heavily rendered cement 
finish.  Plate 18 shows the joists resting directly on the wall head (south wall) and the 
use of wooden braces at the toe of the wall. Evidence for the pre-fabrication of the A-
frame rafters using Roman numerals (Fig 9, Cross Section A and Plate 19) was also 
observed.  Interestingly these are not in numerical order. 

 
6.4.4 The surviving oak rafters appear to date to the 18th century and therefore are 

contemporary with the primary construction phase of Kelton Mains. The sarking 
boards also appear to be original but must have been relaid when the roof was 
repaired during or after the 1952 conversion.   

 
Roof space below the lean-to roof  

 
6.4.5 The roofspace below the lean-to roof on the north side of the farmhouse is steeply 

pitched at c.45 degrees and contains modern (1950s) softwood rough-dressed rafters 
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throughout. Modern grey cement brick has been used to line the inside face of the 
partition wall which holds the rafters. A water tank is present at the east end of the 
roof space. Patterned wallpaper is present on the west side of the partition wall, 
showing that this half was living space prior to the post 1952 roof alterations. 

 
6.4.6 The north elevation of the farmhouse roof contains slates of differing size (Figure 7), 

with a distinct line of slates the same size as those on the south elevation. Those in the 
lower section of the roof on the north elevation are much larger and were probably 
brought in, whereas those above have clearly been re-used during the 1950s 
alterations.  

 
6.5 Internal condition 
 
6.5.1 The internal building survey has provided information on the present condition of the 

interior of the building. Damaged areas are predominately related to building 
inspection and usually take the form of holes in plaster walls and floorboards. 

 
6.5.2 During the course of the survey no first floor rooms were found to have any leaks, 

thus confirming that at present the roof is in a good state of repair. 
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7. HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY: PHASE DEVELOPMENT 
 
7.1 Phasing 
 
7.1.1 Kelton Mains Farm has four broad phases of development. These phases are colour-

coded and shown on the block-layout plan (Figures 7 and 8).   
 
7.2 Phase 1: Main Block: early to  mid 18th century 
 
7.2.1 This is the primary construction phase established before 1770, according to the 

cartographic sources.  The 1771 parish map of Kirkmichael shows Kelton House with 
a single pitched gable and a five-bay window arrangement. The block plan (Figure 8) 
shows a rectangular layout plan. The two annex buildings would appear to be 
contemporary with the main block and in keeping with the 18th-century tradition of a 
laird’s house. Parallels between Kelton and this type can be seen at Forebank, 
Kincardineshire, built in 1757 (Dunbar 1966, plate 49) and the more elaborately 
fronted Old Allangrange (1760) in Ross and Cromarty (ibid, plate 51).   

 
7.2.2 In the 18th century it is possible that the kitchen occupied Unit 3 as the gable wall is 

very thick and may have accommodated a large range. Later it was to become a living 
room with a wooden floor, according to the 1952 plans. There appears to have been 
alterations within the hallway area. There is space within the ground floor plan for 
three individual rooms and this may well have been the case when Rooms 2 and 3 
were later partitioned to their present form. Upstairs each room would have been lit 
by a pair of windows. 

 
7.2.3 On the first floor it is likely that three rooms were present, as shown on the existing 

1952 drawings (Figure 4). Each bedroom was lit by a pair of windows. Only two of 
the rooms were furnished with a fireplace. It is conceivable, although there is no 
structural evidence surviving, that an external staircase may have been present on the 
rear of the main block.  

 
7.2.4 This phase is in keeping with a typical plain rectangular gabled-roof block with a 

symmetrical ground plan.  
 
7.3 Phase 2: Second Gabled Block, late 18th-early or mid 19th-century 
 
7.3.1 This phase witnessed a massive extension on the north side of the Phase 1 block.  

This is reputed to have occurred at sometime in the early 19th century according to 
the Statutory List, although this document provides no specific details to support this 
claim. It was certainly present by 1853 according to the First Edition Ordnance 
Survey map of that year. It is conceivable that this new extension dates to the late 
18th century. The new Phase 2 block was built on the immediate north side of the 
main Phase 1 block and had a narrower gable and slightly lower ridgeline than the 
main block. New wooden stairs were installed requiring the removal of a large part of 
the old rear back wall to accommodate them. This new build provided ground floor 
space for a washhouse, scullery and dining room with additional bedrooms above.  
Accommodation space for servants was provided within the attic space (see below). 

 
7.4 Phase 3 : North Wing 
 
7.4.1 The North Wing may be a slightly later addition and the distance in time between the 

construction of Phase 2 and the construction period of the North Wing may have not 
been that great. Its asymmetric position, slightly off-centre from the Phase 2 block, 
may support the theory that this was later rather than contemporary. The North Wing 
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was more or less self-contained and may have functioned as the ‘estate office’. What 
was later to develop as a bothy with no formal access into the North Wing, may 
earlier have been linked. In this period of great class distinction it seems highly 
unlikely that farm-related visitors (tradesman and workers) would have entered the 
North Wing by the central staircase. The private rooms within the Phase 1 block 
where probably solely for the factor’s benefit. The formal entrance linking the Phase 
2 block and the North Wing was via the landing, which also provided access to two 
bedrooms above and to the two box rooms within the attic space of the Phase 2 roof. 
A few lairds’ houses were built on a T-shaped plan and Kelton may follow this 
tradition. Later T-plan houses include Whitelaw (1818), East Lothian and Pittrichie 
Aberdeenshire (1754) although these buildings have winged staircases, unlike Kelton 
that was accessed via a doorway off the landing within the Phase 2 block (Dunbar 
1966).   

 
7.5 Phase 4: Post-1952 
 
7.5.1 This phase witnessed a major reduction and modification of the building shortly after 

1952 and its interpretation is based on both the architect’s drawings and observations 
during the survey. The largest alteration was the demolition of the North Wing 
(notwithstanding part of the north-facing elevation of Building 4). This phase also 
saw the removal of the pitched gable of the Phase 2 build in favour of a new lean-to 
roof. This required reducing the height of the north wall to its present level and 
installing three new dormer windows on the first floor. The roof trusses were replaced 
throughout with rough-cut softwood timber. Elsewhere new sash-and-case windows 
were installed throughout the building. On the ground floor a new toilet was installed 
in the washroom. A porch was removed on the east-facing elevation and its inner 
entrance was replaced by window at the north-west corner of Room 4. On the first 
floor, a new bathroom (Room 12) and a boxroom (Room 16) were installed.   

 
7.6 Modern alterations 
 
7.6.1 Minor additions such as the simulated wood-effect wall lining within the porch and 

the concrete stone-effect fireplaces within Rooms 3 and 4 on the ground floor are 
roughly dated to the 1980s. Also included in the modernisation of the building is the 
bathroom suite in Room 12, which is plastic. The kitchen units and sink (Room 5) are 
also fairly recent (1990s) but the oil-fired Aga probably dates to the 1960s. 

 
7.7 Class distinction and the use of space 
 
7.7.1 In the 18th century (1770) a Mr Watson and Ebenezer Stots paid a rent of £380 but 

the estate owner and the length of the lease is not known (Scottish Farm Building 
Survey, NMRS). In 1867 the lands of Threave were bought by William Gordon.  
Kelton was the most prominent house on the estate, then a farmhouse ‘with having 
suitable offices and a farm of 147 acres and plantations’ (Ordnance Survey 
Namebook of 1848).  Kelton was not adequate for a successful business man and 
Threave House was built on a new site and completed by 1872 (NTS 2004). As the 
head of the estate during the 18th century, the factor would have had servants. These 
may have been housed in the attic space, although evidence for access during this 
phase is not readily visible today. During Phase 2 however, there is evidence to 
suggest that servants were accommodated within the roof space of this building. The 
largest room occupied the first floor of the North Wing (Phase 3). This is annotated as 
a living room on the 1952 plan but was possibly used as an office by the factor. The 
room labelled as Bothy may well have functioned as a vestibule area where estate 
workers could access the factor’s office without having to enter through the front of 
the house.  
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7.7.2 During the years immediately preceding the Act of Union (1707), a new type of 

medium-sized domestic residence began to appear in Scotland (Dunbar 1966). The 
typical house of this class is a plain, rectangular, gable-roofed block of two main 
storeys and an attic, on a symmetrical plan in which a large single room is placed on 
either side of a central staircase on each floor. The former grandeur of Kelton House 
is represented with a six-bay window arrangement that was later altered.  

 
7.7.3 The juxtaposition of Buildings 2 and 3 with the main house is important. A curving 

boundary wall connected all three buildings and created a ‘pavilion’ effect. This 
arrangement achieves a statement of wealth mirroring the large country pavilion 
mansions of the period such as Greenbank House in Renfrewshire.  The track leading 
up to the farm may have been in line with the centre of the building and not off line 
with it, as is the case today.  
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8. CONCLUSION 
 
8.1 The Level 3 standing building recording survey has identified four key phases within 

the development of the building. The primary phase dates to the mid 18th century 
when the building was occupied by the owner of Threave Estate. The second phase 
dates to the early 19th century when the building was substantially enlarged by the 
addition of another gabled block. Phase 3 relates to construction of the North Wing. 
We can be fairly certain that the North Wing remained in use for over 130 years 
before its demolition sometime after 1952 (Phase 4). The adjoining north elevation of 
the gabled block was reduced considerably and new dormer windows were added 
(Phase 4). The house was later modified with more recent fixtures and fittings 
including the fitted kitchen and bathroom suite in the c.1980s.   

 
8.2 There is a dearth of historical documentation (e.g. account and invoice records for 

repairs) for Kelton Mains Farm, both within the NTS archive and the National 
Archive. This is surprising given the wealth of documentation normally held within 
large private estates. Nonetheless the cartographic evidence supported by the 1952 
architectural plans have provided much information on the later historical alterations 
to the building.   

 
8.3 As the building has remained occupied until recently, it is in a good state of 

preservation. Exploratory interventions in the form of small key-holes in the walls by 
the NTS have exposed the fabric behind the plasterboard walls. Both roofs appear to 
be sound and no leaks were found during the survey. No emergency work is required.   

 
8.4 As instructed by the NTS, Level 1 surveys were carried out on Buildings 2 and 3, 

namely the Old Tattie Store and stable (Appendix 1).  
 
 
9. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
9.1 It is recommended that if any future plans involve the removal of the rear yard then 

these should be monitored through a watching brief to identify the position of any 
surviving construction trenches associated with the North Wing. Evidence in the form 
of pottery or glass may allow a more precise date to be obtained for the construction 
of the wing.  

 
9.2 A minimum of three dendrochronological dates should be obtained from the original 

oak roof trusses in order to establish a felling date for the timber. This work might 
also shed light on whether the material was locally grown or imported.  

 
9.3 Future refurbishment of the building will undoubtedly bring new features to light 

which are presently hidden from view behind the recent wall linings. It would be 
desirable to enable such features to be included as part of a new survey so that these 
can be recorded and placed alongside what has been learnt from the most recent 
survey.  
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APPENDIX 1: ANCILLARY BUILDINGS 
 
Building 2: Tattie Store (Figure 1) 
 
This building is now used by the NTS as an interpretation centre; it was formerly used as 
potato store and is situated to the south west of the farmhouse (Figure 1). This is a one-and-
half-storey rectangular building measuring 13m by 4.3m. The walls measure 3.1m high from 
the ground to eaves level on the north and south elevation. The walls are constructed of 
random rubble. The roof is slate lit by cast-iron two-paned lights. The roof height from floor 
to ridge measures 5.5m. The walls are constructed of random rubble and are 0.5m thick. 
 
North-facing elevation (Plate 20) 
 
The walls are constructed of whitewashed random rubble. A toilet-block constructed of 
breeze-blocks has been added at the east end measuring 5m long and 2.1m high with a lean-to 
roof. A central wooden doorway measuring 2.2m high and 0.93m wide is flanked by two 
square windows measuring 0.57m by 0.52m. The pitched slate roof has four cast-iron lights.  
The rain-goods are modern plastic.  
 
East-facing elevation (Plate 21) 
 
The east-facing elevation is 5.8m wide and 3.1m to the level of the gutter and is constructed 
of mortared random rubble with rough-dressed sandstone quoins.  The external cement render 
has eroded exposing cement repair work. This is particularly noticeable near the apex of the 
gable.   
 
South-facing elevation (Plate 22) 
 
At the west end of the south-facing elevation there is large bay opening with door hanger 
above. A modern door and window frame have been inserted. Within the centre of the 
elevation there is another former bay opening for an earlier door that has been replaced by 
two 4-paned windows. At the east end of the elevation there is a blocked doorway with 
pitched gable roof. At the threshold of the doorway there is a concrete block. This has would 
have supported a wooden forestair. Another scar where the stair was fixed to the wall is 
represented by further blocking work on the left-hand side. 
 
West-facing elevation (Plate 23) 
 
The west-facing elevation contains a rectangular 12-paned softwood framed window which 
occupies the position of a blocked doorway. This was a double-leafed door according to the 
position of its iron door hangers on either side of the blocking work. The blocked doorway 
itself rests within a larger section of re-built fabric that extends from the base of the elevation 
up to the apex of the gable. The line of the rougher original fabric contrasts with the smoother 
whitewashed stonework above and below. 
 
Interior details (Plates 24-5) 
 
The interior of the building has been compartmentalised and has two units. Unit 1 is the larger 
of the two and measures 8.5m by 4.6, with a grey-painted concrete floor. The ceiling is 
covered with white-painted plasterboard. The walls are whitewashed. A stud-partition wall 
has been inserted to form a small store room and is fitted out with kitchen units but no 
appliances are present.  The walls and ceiling are plasterboard.  
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Roof space 
 
An inspection of the roof space confirmed that the roof-trusses are arranged in Mansard style 
using softwood nailed scarf-joints. The trusses rest directly on the wall heads. The trusses  
confirm that the roof has been replaced in the recent past. 
 
Building 3: Stable  
 
The stable is situated to the south east of the farmhouse (Figure 1). This single storey 
rectangular building measures 7.7m long by 5.6m wide. The roof height from floor to ridge 
measures 5.5m. The walls are constructed of random rubble and are 0.5m thick. 
 
North-facing elevation  (Plate 26) 
 
The pitched slate roof has been replaced recently and is covered with smaller slate on  the top 
two-thirds of the roof, whilst on the lower section, the slates are larger. A cat-slide roof 
projects above the central plank-built door which is also a recent replacement.  The cast-iron 
rain goods are also modern. The exterior walls are whitewashed and are 2.5m from the ground 
floor to the eaves. 
 
East-facing elevation (Plate 27) 
 
The gable measures 5.5m wide and is constructed of random rubble bounded by sandstone 
quoins with occasional whinstone. On the south side of the elevation there is a blocked 
window measuring 1.5m by 1m. The blocking material is random rubble. The stub of a wall 
projects off the north side of the gable and this has been consolidated during the recent repair 
work.  Concrete hard standing is present in front of the elevation and represents the floor of a 
small lean-to shed?  
 
South-facing elevation (Plate 28) 
 
The south-facing elevation has a central window 1.1m wide. The window is 6-paned and is a 
recent insert. The window occupies what was an earlier doorway as blocking work can bee 
seen below. A foundation layer of larger stones is present at the base of the wall.  
 
West-facing elevation (Plate 29) 
 
The west-facing elevation is constructed of random and coursed rubble with a larger 
proportion of whinstone used in its quoins. A window with red-brick blocking is present off-
centre. The gable has been extended on the north side of the elevation to accommodate the 
present roof alignment. 
 
Interior details (Plates 30-31) 
 
Four large softwood pillars support cross-beams which in turn lend support to the A-frame 
trusses that rest directly on the wall heads. The sarking is mostly modern with some re-use of 
original material. The position of the pillars allows room for six stalls for horses. The plank- 
built partitions forming the stalls only survive on the west side of the building. The floor is 
concrete with only a small patch of cobble surviving in the north-east corner of the room. The 
stable was probably constructed in the late 18th or early 19th century and has been recently 
restored by the NTS. 
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APPENDIX 2 – PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 
 
Digital Photographic List 
 
Shot Description From Conditions 
1-2  East facing elevation of Building 2 E Overcast 
3 East facing elevation of Building 2. Close-up of brick repair in north 

of elevation. 
E Overcast 

4 East facing elevation of Building 2. Close-up of brick repair in top of 
elevation. 

E Overcast 

5 West facing elevation of Building 2 W Overcast
6 West facing elevation of Building 2. Close-up of blocking beneath 

window 
W Overcast 

7 North facing elevation of Building 2 N Overcast 
8 North facing elevation of Building 2. Close-up of extension N Overcast 
9-10 North facing elevation of Building 2. Bracketed E-W N Overcast 
11-12 West facing elevation of Building 1 W Overcast 
13 West facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of window in north of 

elevation 
W Overcast 

14-19 North facing elevation of Building 1. Bracketed W-E N Overcast 
20-21 North facing elevation of Building 1. General, from behind the 

remains of building 4 
 Overcast 

22 North facing elevation of Building 4 N Overcast 
23 North facing elevation of Building 1 NE Overcast 
24 North facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of broken sill and 

blocking beneath window 29 
N Overcast 

25 North facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of window 32 N Overcast 
26 West facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of door 31 N Overcast 
27 Interior of Building 4 E Overcast 
28 Interior of Building 4. Close-up of plastered interior and stone 

remains of north tower 
E Overcast 

29-30 South facing elevation of Building 4. Bracketed E-W S Overcast
31 East facing elevation of Building 1 E Overcast 
32 East facing elevation of Building 1. Angled SE Overcast 
33 East facing elevation of Building 1. Angled NE Overcast 
34 East facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of window and 

blocking 
E Overcast 

35 East facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of metal plate insert E Overcast 
36-37 South facing elevation of Building 1. Bracketed E-W S Overcast 
38 South facing elevation of Building 1 S Overcast 
39 South facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of porch and door S Overcast 
40 South facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of possible blocking S Overcast 
41 Close-up of west cornice stack, showing thackstanes, Building 1 S Overcast 
42 Close-up of east cornice stack, showing thackstanes, Building 1 SW Overcast 
43 South facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of small window to 

the west of the porch. 
S Overcast 

44-47 General shots of Buildings 2, 1 and 3 S Overcast 
48 West facing elevation of Building 3 W Overcast 
49 South facing elevation of Building 3 S Overcast
50 South facing elevation of Building 3. Close-up of window and 

blocking 
S Overcast 

51 South facing elevation of Building 3. Close-up of foundation stones S Overcast 
52-3 North facing elevation of Building 3 N Overcast 
54 East facing elevation of Building 3 E Overcast 
55 East facing elevation of Building 3. Close-up of window and brick 

blocking 
E Overcast 

56 East facing elevation of Building 3. Close-up of associated rubble 
wall 

E Overcast 
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Shot Description From Conditions 
57 East facing elevation of Building 1. Close-up of foundation stones E Overcast 
58 East facing interior elevation of Building 3.  E N/A 
59 East facing interior elevation of Building 3. Close-up of brick 

blocking 
E N/A 

60 North facing interior elevation of Building 3.  N N/A 
61 East facing interior elevation of Building 3. Close-up of window and 

brick blocking 
E N/A 

62 West facing interior elevation of Building 3.  W N/A 
63 South facing interior elevation of Building 3.  S N/A 
64 General shot of roof interior of Building 3 W N/A 
65 General shot of roof interior of Building 3 E N/A 
66 Interior of Unit 5, Building 2 E N/A 
67 Interior of Unit 3, Building 2 W N/A 
68-69 Interior of Unit 4, Building 2 S N/A 
70 South facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 2. S N/A 
71 West facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 2. Angled SW N/A 
72 West facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 2. Angled NW N/A 
73 North facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 2. N N/A 
74 East facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 2. Angled NE N/A 
75-6 Interior of Building 1, back door S N/A 
77 Building 1, south loft space interior gable E N/A 
78-80 North facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 1. Bracketed E-W N N/A 
81 West facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 1. W N/A 
82-4 South facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 1. Bracketed E-W S N/A 
85 East facing interior elevation of Building 2, Unit 1. E N/A 
86-87 Building 2 south facing elevation  S Overcast 
88 General shot of Unit 17, Building 1 SE N/A 
89 Fire place in Unit 17, Building 1 E N/A 
90-1 General shot of Unit 16, Building 1 NE N/A 
92 General shot of Unit 15, Building 1 NW N/A 
93 Fire place Unit 17, Building 1 E N/A 
94 Recent investigations under window in Unit 17, Building 1 N N/A 
95 Close-up of wall cupboard in Unit 13, Building 1 N N/A 
96 Close-up of fitted units, showing hot water tank in Unit 13, Building 

1 
W N/A 

97 Sink in Unit 12, Building 1 E N/A 
98 Bath in Unit 12, Building 1 W N/A 
99 Drawer unit in Unit 12, Building 1 S N/A 
100 Stair top in Unit 9, Building 1 NW N/A 
101 Entrance steps in Unit 10, Building 1 E N/A 
102 Stone behind plaster board on north facing elevation of  Unit 2, 

Building 1 
N N/A 

103 Floor boards in doorway of Unit 3, building 1 E N/A 
104 Stone behind plaster board on north facing elevation of  Unit 3, 

Building 1 
 N/A 

105 Close-up of brick blocking on south facing elevation of  Unit 3, 
Building 1 

S N/A 

106 Wall cupboard on south facing elevation of  Unit 4, Building 1 S N/A 
107 Stone behind plaster board on north facing elevation of  Unit 4, 

Building 1 
N N/A 

108 Plaster on stone on south facing elevation of  Unit 4, Building 1 S N/A 
109 Doorway between units 4 and 5 SSW N/A 
110 Wall cupboard on north facing elevation of  Unit 5, Building 1 N N/A 
111 Brick behind plaster board on east facing elevation of  Unit 6, 

Building 1 
E N/A 

112 Brick behind plaster board on west facing elevation of  Unit 6, 
Building 1 

W N/A 
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Shot Description From Conditions 
113 Brick behind plaster board on south facing elevation of  Unit 6, 

Building 1 
S N/A 

114 Brick behind plaster board on north facing elevation of  Unit 6, 
Building 1 

N N/A 

115 Cupboard under window on south facing elevation of  Unit 6, 
Building 1 

S N/A 

116 Plaster on stone on north facing elevation of  Unit 7, Building 1 N N/A 
117 Wall cupboard on north facing elevation of  Unit 7, Building 1 N N/A 
118 Drain to east of sink in Unit 7, Building 1 E N/A 
119 Wall cupboard on north facing elevation of  Unit 7, Building 1 N N/A 
120 South facing elevation of Building 2. Angled SE Bright 
121 North facing elevation of Building 2.  N Bright 
122-4 South facing elevation of Building 1 S Bright 
125 General shot of Buildings 2, 1 and 3 S Bright 
126 General shot of Buildings 1 and 3 S Bright 
127 General shot of Buildings 2and 1 S Bright 
128 South facing elevation of Building 3 S Bright 
129 East facing elevation of Building 3 E Bright 
130 North facing elevation of Building 3 N Bright 
131-4 East facing elevation of Building 1 E Bright 
135-44 North facing elevation of Building 1 N Bright 
145-51 West facing elevation of Building 1 W Bright 
152-8 South facing elevation of Building 1 S Bright 
159 West facing elevation of Building 3 W Bright 
160 General shot of Building 4  SW Bright 
161 North facing elevation of Unit 17, Building 1 N N/A 
162 South facing elevation of Unit 17, Building 1 S N/A 
163 East facing elevation of Unit 17, Building 1 E N/A 
164 West facing elevation of Unit 17, Building 1 W N/A 
165 North facing elevation of Unit 16, Building 1 N N/A 
166 South facing elevation of Unit 16, Building 1 S N/A 
167 East facing elevation of Unit 16, Building 1 E N/A 
168 West facing elevation of Unit 16, Building 1 W N/A 
169 North facing elevation of Unit 15, Building 1 N N/A 
170 South facing elevation of Unit 15, Building 1 S N/A 
171 East facing elevation of Unit 15, Building 1 E N/A 
172 West facing elevation of Unit 15, Building 1 W N/A 
173-4 General shot of Unit 14, Building 1 W N/A 
175-6 General shot of Unit 14, Building 1 E N/A 
177 North facing elevation of Unit 13, Building 1 N N/A 
178 South facing elevation of Unit 13, Building 1 S N/A 
179 East facing elevation of Unit 13, Building 1 E N/A 
180 West facing elevation of Unit 13, Building 1 W N/A 
181 South facing elevation of Unit 12, Building 1 S N/A 
182 General shot of Unit 12, Building 1 SE N/A 
183 General shot of Unit 11, Building 1 E N/A 
184 General shot of Unit 11, Building 1 W N/A 
185 General shot of Unit 9, Building 1 S N/A 
186 General shot of Unit 9, Building 1 N N/A 
187 North facing elevation of Unit 10, Building 1 N N/A 
188 East facing elevation of Unit 10, Building 1 E N/A 
189 West facing elevation of Unit 10, Building 1 W N/A 
190 South facing elevation of Unit 10, Building 1 S N/A 
191 General shot of Unit 8, Building 1 N N/A 
192 General shot of Unit 8, Building 1 S N/A 
193 North facing elevation of Unit 3, Building 1 N N/A 
194 South facing elevation of Unit 3, Building 1 S N/A 
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Shot Description From Conditions 
195 East facing elevation of Unit 3, Building 1 E N/A 
196 West facing elevation of Unit 3, Building 1 W N/A 
197 North facing elevation of Unit 4, Building 1 N N/A 
198 South facing elevation of Unit 4, Building 1 S N/A 
199 East facing elevation of Unit 4, Building 1 E N/A 
200 West facing elevation of Unit 4, Building 1 W N/A 
201-3 North facing elevation of Unit 5, Building 1. Bracketed E-W N N/A 
204-6 South facing elevation of Unit 5, Building 1. Bracketed W-E S N/A 
207 General shot of south facing elevation of  Unit 5, Building 1  N/A 
208 East facing elevation of Unit 5, Building 1 E N/A 
209 West facing elevation of Unit 5, Building 1 W N/A 
210-11 General shot of Unit 6, including Unit 7A, Building 1 E N/A 
212-3 General shot of Unit 6, Building 1 S N/A 
214 General shot of Unit 6, Building 1 NE N/A 
215 General shot of Unit 6, under stair cupboard, Building 1 NE N/A 
216 East facing elevation of Unit 7, Building 1 E N/A 
217 General shot of south facing and east facing walls in Unit 7, Building 

1 
SE N/A 

218 General shot of north facing wall in Unit 7, Building 1 N N/A 
219 North facing elevation of Unit 2, Building 1. N N/A 
220 South facing elevation of Unit 2, Building 1.  S N/A 
221-2 East facing elevation of Unit 2, Building 1. Bracketed S-N S N/A 
223 General shot of Unit 2, Building 1 E N/A 
224-5 West facing elevation of Unit 2, Building 1. Bracketed N-S W N/A 
226-7 General shot of Unit 1, Building 1 N N/A 
228 North facing elevation of Unit 1, Building 1. N N/A 
 
 
Colour Slide Film  
 
Shot Description From Conditions 
1-2  Registration shot   
3 Void   
4-5 East facing elevation of Building 2 E Fair 
6-7 East facing elevation of Building 2 E Fair 
8-9 South facing elevation of Building 2 S Fair 
10-11 West facing elevation of Building 2 W Fair 
12-13 North facing elevation of Building 2 N Fair 
14-15 North facing elevation of Building 3 N Fair 
16-17 East facing elevation of Building 3 E Fair 
18-19 South facing elevation of Building 3 S Fair 
20-21 South facing elevation of Building 1 S Fair 
22-23 East facing elevation of Building 1. Oblique shot E Fair 
24-25 North facing elevation of Building 1 NE Fair 
26-27 North facing elevation of Building 1 NW Fair 
28-29 West facing elevation of Building 1 W Fair 
30-31 East facing elevation of Building 4 E Fair 
32-33 South facing elevation of Building 4 S Fair 
34-35 General shot of interior of Building 4 E Fair 
36-37 North facing elevation of Building 4 N Fair 
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Fig 2b - Roy’s Military Map of Scotland. 1747-55
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Fig 2c - Plan of the Estate of Thrieve Caslte 1868
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Fig 2d - Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 1853

Fig 2e - Ordnance Survey 2nd Edition 1894
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Figure 10a - Room 3,  Parlour, North-facing Elevation

Figure 10d - Room 3,  Parlour, West-facing Elevation

Figure 10b - Room 3,  Parlour, East-facing Elevation
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Figure 10c - Room 3,  Parlour, South-facing Elevation
(see cross section for elevation)
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Figure 11a - Room 4,  Living Room,  North-facing Elevation Figure 11b - Room 4,  Living Room, West-facing Elevation

Figure 11c - Room 4,  Living Room,  South-facing Elevation Figure 11d - Room 4,  Living Room,  East-facing Elevation
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Figure 12c - Room 5,  Kitchen, North-facing Elevation

Figure 12a - Room 5,  Kitchen, South-facing Elevation
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Figure 12b - Room 5,  Kitchen, West-facing 

Figure 12d - Room 5,  Kitchen, East-facing 
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Figure 13a - Room 10,  East-facing elevation Figure 13b - Room 10,  South-facing elevation
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Figure 13c - Room 10,  West-facing elevation
Figure 13d - Room 10,  North-facing elevation
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Figure 14b - Room 13,  South-facing elevationFigure 14a - Room 13,  East-facing elevation

Figure 14c - Room 13,  West-facing elevation Figure 14d - Room 13,  North-facing elevation
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Figure 15b - Room 15,  East-facing elevationFigure 15a - Room 15,  North-facing elevation

Figure 15c - Room 15,  South-facing elevation Figure 15d - Room 15,  West-facing elevation
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Figure 16b - Room 16,  South-facing elevation Figure 16b - Room 16,  North-facing elevation

Figure 16c - Room16,  West-facing Figure 16d - Room 16,  East-facing
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Figure 17a - Room 17,  North-facing elevation Figure 17b - Room 17,  East-facing elevation

Figure 17c - Room 17,  West-facing Figure 17d - Room 17,  South-facing 

a

b

c

d15

14

9
10 12 13

1716

11

First Floor Plan

17008

Room 17 Internal Elevations

17

17006

17005

17003 17004

17005

17001

17005

1700617006

17005

17002

Kelton Mains, Threave, 
Dumfries and Galloway
Historic Building Survey. 

Report No. 1522



Plates 1-6

Scale:

Fig. No: Revision: Client:A
Title:

Key:

Drawn by: Page No:
LW

The copyright in this document (including its electronic form) shall remain vested in CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) but the Client shall 
have a licence to copy and use the document for the purpose for which it was provided. CFA shall not be liable for the use by any 
person of this document for any purpose other than that for which the same was provided by CFA. This document shall not be 
reproduced in whole or in part or relied upon by third parties for any use whatsoever without the express written authority of CFA.

Kelton Mains, Threave, Dumfries and Galloway
Historic Building Survey. Report No. 1522

Project:

National Trust for Scotland

Plate 1 Building 4, north elevation Plate 2 Building 4, from the south

Plate 3 Room 1 from the north Plate 4 Room 2, south elevation

Plate 5 Room 2, showing the staircase in Room 9

Plate 6 Room 6, from the north
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Plate 7 Room 6, from the east, showing room 7a

Plate 8 Room 7, from the east

Plate 9 Room 7, from the west

Plate 10 Room 9, from the south

Plate 11 Room 11, from the west Plate 12 Room 12, from the south
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Plate 13 Room 14, from the east Plate 14 Mortice joint and cross-piece with peg

Plate 15 Original sarking on 20th-century softwood truss Plate 16 Modern A-frame roof truss

Plate 17 Blocking work on the north wall of southern roofspace Plate 18 Original beams adjacent to wall heads
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Plate 19 Roman numerals (IIXIX) on oak roof truss of 
primary construction

Plate 20 North-facing elevation of Building 2

Plate 21 East-facing elevation of Building 2 Plate 22 South-facing elevation of Building 2

Plate 23 West-facing elevation of Building 2 Plate 24 Interior of Building 2, Unit 1, from the north
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Plate 25 Interior of Building 2, Unit 2, from the north Plate 26 North-facing elevation of Building 3

Plate 27 East-facing elevation of Building 3 Plate 28 South-facing elevation of Building 3

Plate 29 West-facing elevation of Building 3 Plate 30 Interior of Building 3, showing pillars and stalling, from 
the east
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Plate 31 Interior of Building 3, internal east-facing elevation with blocked window

Plate 32 U-shaped building arrangement from the south
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Plate 33 - Watercolour painting of Kelton Mains (dated 1952)

Plate 34 - Two monochrome plates of Kelton Mains (undated)
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