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1.  INTRODUCTION 

1.1  General 

1.1.1 This report presents the results of an archaeological standing building 
recording survey carried out by CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) in September 
2009 at Castleton Farm, Clackmannanshire (NGR: NN 2980 7000 centred, 
Fig. 1). The work was commissioned by Unicorn Property Group to fulfil a 
planning condition prior to the alteration of the farmhouse and the conversion 
of a disused mill building into modern residential accommodation. A Written 
Scheme of Investigation for the work was approved by Lorna Main, Stirling 
Council’s Archaeology Officer. Digital elevations and site plans were made 
available to CFA by Unicorn Property Group. 

1.1.2 Castleton Farm lies just above the 150m contour close to Castleton Hill. A 
datestone of 1873 confirms the principal farm buildings are of 19th century 
origin with later 20th century additions. The farmhouse is constructed with 
fine ashlar detailing around the openings and embellished with quality dressed 
corbelling which support half-hipped roofs with spike finials. The ground plan 
confirms a formal courtyard layout with a square open-sided barn and a lower 
rectangular barn forming a range on the south-west side of the farmhouse. A 
19th century cattle house forms the east range. Other original buildings 
include a byre with stalling, a detached lofted animal shed, other lofted 
ancillary sheds and a pig sty. Twentieth century buildings are few and these 
include a corrugated Dutch barn and a mono-block cattle court. Collectively, 
the complex has all the attributes of a home farm associated with the local 
19th-century Christie Estate.

1.2  Objectives

1.2.1 The objectives of the programmes of archaeological works were: 

1. To carry out a rapid desk-based assessment and place the farm in its 
historical context and to provide details on the form, function and 
development layout of the complex. 

2. To produce a Level 2/3 standing building record of the farm according to 
the specification outlined by English Heritage (2006).

3. To produce an illustrated Historic Building Survey report outlining the 
results of the desk-based assessment and building recording work. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 

2.1 General 

2.1.1 An effective standard for this type of project has been established by previous 
building recording conducted by CFA. Recording of all elements was carried 
out following established CFA methodology and included standard standing 
building record sheets, sketch drawing, photographic and EDM survey. CFA 
follows the Codes and appropriate Standards set down by the Institute for 
Archaeologists (IfA). Recording conventions followed those described by 
English Heritage (2006).

2.2 Desk-based assessment 

2.2.1 CFA conducted a desk-based assessment prior to fieldwork. Sources consulted 
are outlined below. 

2.2.2 National Monuments Record of Scotland and Sites and Monuments Records.
All relevant records relating to the site and its immediate vicinity were 
checked and bibliographic sources followed up. 

2.2.3 Early map coverage for the area. An examination of all the readily available 
Ordnance Survey map editions was made, together with earlier cartographic 
information on pre-recent land use in the project area. A search was made of 
published documentary sources to provide information on the history of the 
development of the farm. The National Map Library and National Archive of 
Scotland were consulted. Maps consulted are listed in Section 7.2 and extracts 
are shown in Fig. 2. 

2.2.4 Historical Documentary Search. Readily available documentary sources for 
the area, including antiquarian accounts and parish descriptions, were checked 
for relevant information. The results of the desk-based assessment are 
presented in Section 3.

2.3 Building recording 

2.3.1 A Level 2/3 building survey was carried out according to the levels defined by 
English Heritage (2006). This level of recording work combined both 
photographic and elevation recording, and was supported by ground plan 
interpretation to identify the key phases of development history of Castleton 
Farm. A narrative of the building’s character has been produced and includes a 
descriptive summary of the major architectural features. The development of 
the steading’s form and its characteristics are supported by the historical 
cartographic evidence and from the results of standing building recording. No 
access could be gained into Unit 10 which is currently used as a private store. 
The mezzanine floor of the barn (Unit 2b) could not be entered into as the 
floor was considered unsafe by the Main Contractor.

2.3.2 Building recording throughout the steading was broken down into separate 
elevations and building interiors classified as Units 1-13 and listed in Table 1. 
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2.3.3 The client’s architectural elevations and plans were considered to be of 
sufficient quality to form a template for additional building recording. 
Architectural detail recording was carried out using a reflectorless Total 
Station (REDM) to position accurately any significant features as considered 
appropriate. The infra-red beam from this instrument enables points to be 
recorded in 3D to an accuracy of 1mm. For external elevations, control points 
on eaves, windows, doors and other architectural features were surveyed. The 
data was downloaded to a portable computer running PenMap for Windows. 
The resulting data was then processed to produce wire-frame templates, and 
used to rectify photographs, where appropriate. External control measurements 
were also taken to ensure accuracy of the client’s elevations. 

2.3.4 A digital Nikon D100 SLR was used to take digital photographs of structures 
and specific architectural features.

2.3.5 An appropriate photographic record was made of all internal and external 
elevations of the buildings. All significant historical features associated with 
the layout and operation of the farm were photographed. A list of all 
photographs is included as Appendix 1.
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3. DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT RESULTS 

3.1 Cartographic sources

3.1.1 The cartographic sources examined are listed in Section 7. General Roy’s 
Military Survey (1747-1755), Fig 2a, depicts two groups of four buildings 
located either side of a burn. The eastern group is named Cott and the western 
group Cott of Castletown. Stobie’s map of 1783 shows the placename of 
Cottertown but no individual buildings.

3.1.2 The 1859 First Edition Ordnance Survey 6” map (Fig 2b) shows the western 
group as a single roofed rectilinear building with a garden enclosure and 
named as Cottartown.  The 1887 map (Fig 2c) shows the farm but it is 
unnamed.  

3.1.3 The 1900 Second Edition Ordnance Survey map (Fig 2d) depicts the farm as 
Home Farm with a U-shaped plan with a reversed detached L-shaped range 
situated on its east side. The west range is clearly a mill as a mill dam is 
shown on its north side. A lade runs under a track on the north side of the mill 
and this probably passed through a small outshot building on the west side of 
the mill (now a barn, Unit 1a below).  

3.1.4 The 1923 Third Edition Ordnance Survey (Fig 2e) map shows the same detail 
as that described above with the exception that the easternmost range has been 
roofed by this year and the courtyard is now completely enclosed.

3.1.5 Castleton Farm was still called Home Farm in 1959 according to the Ordnance 
Survey map of that year. The reservoir was still present and the outshot 
building was present on the west side of the barn. A large detached cattle shed 
and a Dutch barn are not depicted, showing they post-date this edition.

3.2 National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS)

3.2.1 The NMRS holds Record No. NN90SE 1 for a standing stone that is situated 
to the west of Castleton Farm. The reference cites that the stone was moved to 
its present location in 1932 and was originally near what was then Home 
Farm. There is no bibliographic record for the farm. 

3.2.2 Stirling Council’s SMR holds record no 6309.02. The record describes the 
cartographic evidence before and following Castleton Farm’s construction in 
1873. The record also mentions the cartographic evidence for the mill dam and 
aqueduct.

3.3 Documentary sources 

3.3.2 The Statutory List produced by Historic Scotland was checked and Castleton 
farm is not listed. An unpublished document produced by the Dollar Civic 
Trust outlines the different stonework incorporated into the buildings and 
notes that the stone used to build the farmhouse is locally quarried volcanic 
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Andesite which contains black shiny cuboid crystals (probably augite). The 
fine ashlar dressings and corbels are of local Sheardale sandstone. 

3.4 Aerial Photography 

3.4.1 The 1947 aerial photograph (Plate 1) shows the position of the mill pond 
situated on the north side of the farmstead. The barn is casting a shadow and 
masking the position of the outshot wheel house on the west side of the mill. 
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4. BUILDING SURVEY RESULTS 

4.1 General 

4.1.1 The individual internal units with structures with lofted areas are described in 
alphabetical order (Units 1A-13, Table 1) for consistency and are shown on 
Figure 3.  The external elevations at Castleton Farm, are then described. 

Unit No Description Int Dimensions 
1a Stone-built barn 13.1m x 5.5m 
1b Loft/grain store 7.3m x 5.5m 
1c Loft mezzanine Not surveyed 
2a Cart-shed 6m x 5.2m 
2b Loft above cart-shed Not surveyed 
3a Farmhouse (general) 10m x 6m (CB) 
3b Bedroom  5m x 3.9m 
3c Living room  5m x 4.8m 
3d Kitchen  5m x 3m 
3e Utility Room 5.1m 3.6m 
3f Pantry 4.1m x 3.7m 
3g Cupboard 1.6m x 1.1m 
3h Toilet 2.3m x 1.6m 
3i Turnpike stair  Not surveyed 
3j Bedroom 5m x 3.9m 
3k Bathroom 5m x 2m 
3L Bedroom 5m x 3.9m 
4 Byre 7m x 6m 
5 Store 4.2m x 2.3m  
6 Cattle court 21m x 12.4 
7 Shed 4.5m x 3m 
8 Shed 4.5m x 4m 
9 Pig sty 3.6m x 3.6m 
10 Lofted shed Not surveyed 
11 Modern Garage 8m x 3.5m  
12 Mono-block cattle shed 21m x 12.4m 
13 Steel-framed Dutch barn 18.5m x 6.3m 

 Table 1 Summary list with building unit no. and internal dimensions (CB = 
core block) 

4.2 Interior building descriptions 

Unit 1a Lofted Barn, Ground Floor (Fig. 3, Plate 5)

4.2.1 The interior of the barn measures 13.1m by 5.5m and has cement render on the 
walls. Where this has decayed, the rubble walls of the main build are exposed. 
The walls are 0.6m thick. The loft floor is supported by a long wooden sleeper 
beam (0.25m x 0.25m) which is carried on two cast-iron columns which rest 
on concrete plinths. The floor is beaten earth.
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4.2.2 The north-facing elevation of the wall is featureless except for a doorway on 
the west side of the wall which leads into the adjoining cart-shed. The east-
facing elevation contains the large bay opening and flanking window. At the 
northern end of this elevation there is a cast-iron line-shaft and two belt-
wheels (0.67m and 0.5m diameter) mounted on a bearing box set within the 
wall. The shaft is 2.5m long and is supported on a second bearing box that has 
been bolted to the main sleeper beam.  

4.2.3 The south-facing elevation has a central 3-paned window and the 
aforementioned double-leaved doorway. The west-facing elevation has been 
rendered with cement and whitewashed. The principal features on this wall 
include the three three-paned windows and a bearing box mid-way along the 
wall. The cast-iron bearing box rests c.0.60m above the floor and the wall 
below is heavily stained with oil. On the floor in front of the bearing box is the 
remains of an engine plinth which has one holding-down-bolt in situ. The 
plinth once supported a small diesel engine. This drove a belt through a small 
hatch in the loft floor and provided traction for a cattle-cake crushing machine 
or some other type of farm apparatus.  

Unit 1b Lofted Barn, First Floor 

4.2.4 The barn loft is accessed by the external stone steps. The loft measures 7.3m 
long and 5.5m wide and is partitioned at the north end forming a smaller unit 
(Unit 1b). The north-facing interior wall has a central doorway accessed by 
wooden steps. The wall is whitewashed rubble. The east-facing elevation is 
featureless and is whitewashed rubble. The south-facing wall is in Unit 1b and 
a double-leaved doorway is present. On the left-hand side of the doorway 
there is a small opening which has been lined with red brick. The west-facing 
wall contains a single 4-paned window that looks out into the courtyard.

4.2.5 Unit 1b has a wooden floor with four posts supporting a mezzanine floor 
above. At the north end of the unit there is a cast-iron line shaft with three belt 
wheels at the west end. The shaft is suspended on bearing boxes suspended on 
iron brackets bolted to the floor beams.  

Mezzanine loft floor (not surveyed) 

4.2.6 A mezzanine loft floor is present above Unit 1b. It is accessed by a staircase 
on the partition wall below. The roof timbers comprised scarfe-jointed A-
frame joists resting directly on the wall head.  

Unit 2a Cart-shed, ground floor, Plate 5 

4.2.7 The cart-shed measures 6m by 5.2m and has featureless rubble walls. The 
south-facing elevation has a doorway leading into the ground floor of the barn. 
The north-facing wall of the barn contains an assortment of different types of 
building stone. Towards the base of the wall, large sub-rounded blocks of 
basalt whinstone are present surmounted by larger boulders laid randomly. 
The rear west-facing wall is more interesting as this contains an irregular 
assortment of stone at its base which is then surmounted by a larger panel of 
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coursed rubble, flanked on either side by large blocks of sandstone. The 
apparent non-conformity of the stone strongly suggests that this material is re-
used.

Unit 2b Cart-shed loft

4.2.8 No recording work was carried out in the cart-shed loft due to the unsafe 
nature of the floor. 

Unit 3a Farmhouse (Plate 2) 

4.2.9 The farmhouse contains nine individual internal units (Units 3b-3k) with an 
external staircase on the south elevation. All of the interior has been 
modernised with only occasional early 20th century features present.  

Ground floor, Unit 3b, Bedroom 

4.2.10 A bedroom measuring 5m by 3.9m and lit on the north and south-facing 
elevations with PVC windows. On the east-facing elevation there is a central 
1950s style tiled fireplace. To the left of this is a built-in white-painted 
cupboard with arched top and two shelves. The walls have simple box skirting 
boards and cornice. The walls are covered with a brown embossed wallpaper.  

Ground floor, Unit 3c, Living Room 

4.2.11 The living room is lit on the north and south-facing elevations respectively. A 
1960s style fireplace occupies the west-facing wall which is flanked by a four-
panelled door. On the right-hand side of the fireplace is a cupboard with four-
panelled door. The walls are featureless. Softwood panelled shutters are 
present on the ground floor windows and in all probability these, and the four-
panelled doors are original 19th-century features (see Plate 95). 

 Ground floor, Unit 3d, Kitchen 

4.2.12 The kitchen measures 5m by 3m and is lit on the north and south facing walls. 
An oil-fired Aga stove occupies the east-facing wall, which has been tiled to 
dado height. A modern stainless-steel sink unit and a range of Formica-
covered work-tops and cupboards occupies the rest of the walls. 

 Ground floor, Unit 3e, Utility Room 

4.2.13 The washroom measures 5.1m by 3.6m and is accessed through a door in the 
kitchen. This is a featureless room with a Belfast sink situated on the north-
facing elevation. Doors lead off to Units 3f-3h.

Ground floor, Unit 3f, Pantry 

4.2.14 A pantry measuring 4.1m by 3.7m with three shelves on the east-facing 
elevation. A lower shelf is situated on the west-facing wall and it rests on two 
plinths made of brick.  



DOLL/1677/0 11 CFA 

Ground floor, Unit 3g, Cupboard 

4.2.15 A small cupboard measuring 1.6m by 1.1m is situated to the right of the 
pantry. It has six shelves and a single-panelled door with frosted glass. 

Ground floor, Unit 3h, Shower and Toilet 

4.2.16 A modern shower and toilet measuring 2.3m by 1.6m. The shower cubicle and 
toilet occupies the north-facing elevation. A wash-hand basin and pedestal is 
situated on the west-facing elevation.  

 Ground and First floor, Unit 3i, Turnpike staircase 

4.2.17 The stone-built turnpike staircase has a cupboard situated on the ground floor. 
There are 14 risers making up the stair. An iron rail is situated at the top of the 
stair on the landing. The staircase is well lit by the large rectangular window 
on the exterior north-facing elevation. 

First floor, Unit 3j, Bedroom 

4.2.18 This bedroom is lit by PVC windows on the north-facing elevation. The room 
measures 5m by 3.9m. Both the main entrance door and a cupboard door are 
four-panelled. A simple cornice and box skirting board are present. A storage-
type electric heater has been fitted into the chimney wall.  

First floor, Unit 3k, Bathroom 

4.2.19 A bathroom measuring 5m by 2m containing modern fixtures and fittings. The 
room is lit by a Velux window in the sloping ceiling. 

First floor, Unit 3l, Bedroom 

4.2.20 This bedroom is lit by PVC windows on the north-facing elevation. The room 
measures 5m by 3.9m. Both the main entrance door and a cupboard door is 
four-panelled. A simple cornice and box skirting board are present. A storage-
type electric heater has been fitted into the chimney wall.  

Unit 4, Ground Floor, Byre 

4.2.21 A byre adjoins the east side of the farmhouse and is accessed by a door on the 
north and south-facing elevations. The byre measures 7m by 6m and has three 
animal stalls on the north-facing elevation. A cattle-pen has been built on the 
south side of the byre. A blocked doorway is visible to the left of the door on 
the south-facing elevation. This feature is hidden on the outside by the 
aforementioned fuel tank. Built within the floor is a central drain made from 
hewn sandstone. The drain runs east to west and the floor surrounding it is a 
mixture of stone setts and brick. The exposed scarfe-jointed A-frame roof 
trusses rest directly on the wall head.
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Ground floor, Unit 5, Storage shed 

4.2.22 This shed is situated on the east side of the byre and is accessed through a 
sliding bay door on the north-facing elevation. The shed measures 4.2m long 
and 2.3m wide and is lit by a roof light. The walls are featureless.  

Ground floor, Unit 6, Cattle Shed 

4.2.23 This shed measures 21m by 12.4 with a roof height of approximately 5m. The 
piended roof is supported on a large transverse I-beam that is carried on a pair 
of cast-iron columns. The walls are rubble built throughout. Three rectangular 
windows are present on the south-facing elevation and these have been 
blocked with brick. The north-facing elevation has slit-vents. A large brick-
built feeding trough measuring 10m long occupies the east side of the floor, 
which is concrete. On the west-facing wall a door has been inserted to allow 
access into the steel-framed barns on the east side of this building. 

Ground floor. Unit 7, Shed 

4.2.24 This brick-built shed has a pitched slate roof and is accessed by a bay door on 
the north-facing elevation. The shed measures 4.5m long and 3m wide and 
opens into the aforementioned cattle shed (Unit 6). A partition wall between 
this shed and the adjoining shed (Unit 8) has been reduced in size to about 
0.5m high at one end and here the sill of a window is visible confirming that 
this shed had fenestration.

Ground floor, Unit 8, Shed 

4.2.25 This shed has a piended slate roof and has a bay opening on the north-facing 
elevation. The shed measures 4.5m by 4m. The south end is open to the larger 
cattle shed (Unit 6).

Ground floor, Unit 9 Pigsty 

4.2.26 The pigsty (3.6m by 3.6m) adjoins the west wall of Unit 8 and has a 2m high 
pitched roof with two square stone-built pens divided by a low wall with 
rubble copings. Each pen has a small gate on the south-facing wall.

Ground floor, Unit 10, Shed

4.2.27 No interior access was available at the time of the survey.  

Ground floor, Unit 11, Modern Garage 

4.2.28 This garage has been built within the north-west corner of the courtyard. It 
measures 8m by 3.5 and is constructed of ship-lap timber with a pent roof. A 
metal tilting garage door is present on the east end.  
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Ground floor, Unit 12, Cattle Court 

4.2.29 This building measures 21m by 12.4 and is constructed of concrete mono-
blocks with a pitched asbestos sheet roof and cladded walls. The interior has 
two levels. The higher level is a feeding alley and the lower level is the cattle 
court. A large feeding trough runs the length of the building. Large sliding 
iron doors are situated at each end of building. 

Ground floor, Unit 13, Dutch barn 

4.2.30 The barn measures 18.5m by 6.3m and is 5..8m high with a typical barrel-
shaped roof. Another steel-framed lean-to barn has been built onto its west 
side to form a covered cattle shed. The barn was last used for folding cattle.

4.2 External elevations 

South Range, south-facing elevation (Units 2a, 3a, 4, 5 & 6), Fig 4a) 

4.3.1 The south range incorporates the south wall of the cart-shed (Unit 2a), the 
farmhouse (Unit 3a), the byre (Unit 4), a shed (Unit 5) and the cattle court (6). 
The section of the cart-shed wall (Unit 2a) comprises purple rubble with 
cream-coloured sandstone dressings. (Unit 2a) has a central blind window with 
droved ashlar dressings. A date stone plaque is surmounted above (1873). The 
south-west corner of the building has both droved and stugged quoins. The 
roof is half-hipped with corbelled-out eaves. 

4.3.2 The farmhouse (Unit 3a) is constructed of purple volcanic stone with cream 
coloured sandstone dressings. There are three bays, the central bay being an 
out-shot stair-tower and re-entrant doorway. The windows are modern PVC. 
The dormer windows have half-hipped slate roofs with cast-iron finials. The 
outshot stair-tower is corbelled on its lower half and surmounted by ashlar 
sandstone. A square armorial plaque is present above a central rectangular 
window that lights the staircase. The slate roof has wide eaves and green-
painted softwood barge-boards. 

4.3.3 Adjoining the farmhouse is a utility room that is lit by two square-headed 
windows of the same proportion. Each has dressed ashlar surrounds. A door 
situated to the right-hand side of the utility room wall leads into the byre (Unit 
4). The byre has a half-hipped roof that is corbelled-out on fine ashlar corbels 
with roll-moulding. Above the central blind window is a moulded panel in the 
shape of a clover leaf.

4.3.4 Adjoining the byre is the south-facing elevation of the shed and cattle court 
(Unit 6). The wall is constructed of random rubble which contrasts with the 
quality of the stonework of the buildings described previously. The shed has 
no fenestration but is lit by a roof light. The cattle court wall incorporates three 
slit vents each with sandstone ashlar dressings. The eastern end of the cattle 
court wall supports a metal-framed roof and corrugated steel cladding. A 
modern Dutch barn (Unit 13) is present at the east end of the elevation.
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West Range, west-facing elevation Fig 4b 

4.3.5 The west range measures 20m in length and incorporates the cart-shed (Unit 
2a) and the main wall of the lofted barn (Unit 1a). The cart-shed has a large 
bay opening with a central cast-iron column supporting a steel girder. Above 
the opening is a louvered slit-vent with droved ashlar surrounds. The roof is 
half-hipped with advanced eaves supported on ashlar moulded corbels. An 
ornate cast-iron finial is surmounted on the roof ridge. 

4.3.6 The wall of the lofted barn comprises coursed irregular rubble with ashlar 
quoins. A large proportion of the north end of the wall has been harled with 
cement render. Large blocks of stone are incorporated into the upper part of 
the wall and a distinct break in build is visible below the loft window. At the 
south end of the wall there is a double-leaved wooden-framed window (12 
panes). The window is surrounded by ashlar with infilling snecked stonework. 
To the left of the window is a large iron sliding door on a hanger rail. A single 
rectangular window with ashlar surrounds is present below eaves level. 

North-facing elevation (not depicted) 

4.3.7 The north-facing elevation incorporates the Dutch barn (Unit 13), four sheds 
(Units 7-10),a modern garage (Unit 11) which lies behind a wall with gate 
pier, and the gable of the lofted barn (Unit 1a).

4.3.8 The barn gable is 6m wide and has a central bay incorporating two pitching 
doors to the first and second storeys. The green-painted plank-built double-
leaved doors are of different size with dressed surrounds. A ground floor 
doorway is present on the left-hand side of the gable. This is flanked by a 
three-paned rectangular window below the first floor pitching door. The roof 
is advanced and rests on roll-moulded corbels.  

4.3.9 A former courtyard wall measuring 4m long and 2.1m high with chamfer-
moulded copings extends eastwards to join a gate-pier. The gate-pier is topped 
with a pyramid-shaped copingstone. The steel-cladded walls of the modern 
garage (Unit 11) are visible above the wall.

4.3.10 On the east side of the main entrance into the courtyard is another shorter 
section of the courtyard wall (1.5m long) but the gate pier has been removed. 
The wall is 2.1m high topped with chamfer-moulded coping stones. The wall 
abuts the gable of a shed (Unit 10). The gable of this shed has been heightened 
and its pitched roof replaced by a new roof. The corbels that supported the 
earlier roof are still present. A central plank-built pitching door is present 
below the apex of the roofline. The wall has droved ashlar quoins and the 
main build is coursed rubble. 

4.3.11 An entrance is present between Unit 9, a pigsty, and the aforementioned shed 
(Unit 10). The pigsty wall is rubble built and 2.4m long and 2.5m high. The 
wall has rubble coping stones. The wall adjoins a shed (Unit 8) with a large 
bay opening surmounted by a timber beam. The slate-covered piended roof 
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has galvanised ridge plates. The shed (Unit 8) adjoins a smaller shed that has a 
bay opening with a pitched roof. The walls have been heavily pointed.

4.3.12 A modern steel-framed Dutch barn is set back from the line of the north-facing 
elevation and has a steel-framed pent-roof that rests on the walls of a former 
cattle court (Unit 6, see below).  

Interior north-facing courtyard elevation (Fig 5a) 

4.3.13 The interior north-facing courtyard elevation includes the farmhouse (Unit 3a) 
and adjoining byre (Unit 4) and a shed (Unit 5). The farmhouse wall has two 
bays containing modern PVC windows. The window surrounds are in keeping 
with the south elevation. The slate roof contains a PVC roof light for the 
bathroom. The stacks have moulded copings supporting terracotta chimney 
pots. A modern timber-framed porch has been built around the back door. On 
the east-side of the porch is the kitchen and utility room wall (Units 3 & 4) 
with modern PVC windows with dressed surrounds.  

4.3.14 In the corner of the wall junction between the utility rooms and the byre (Unit 
4) there is a large steel fuel tank that masks a blocked door to the byre. To the 
left of the tank is the main door to the byre. The byre gable is constructed with 
coursed blocks of rubble and framed by ashlar quoins. The gable has been 
recently pointed with cement. Set back along an alley is the bay opening to a 
small shed (Unit 5).  

East facing elevation of the Barn (Fig 5b) 

4.3.15 The east-facing elevation of the barn faces into the courtyard. The barn wall is 
constructed of random rubble. The fenestration includes a double-leaved door 
at the top of a stone forestair leading to the first floor of the loft. At ground 
floor level there are two small rectangular windows that light the ground floor. 
A third window of the same size is present within the garage (Unit 11). A 
larger 4-paned window is present more or less in line with the middle of the 
double-leaved door. The roof has been covered with corrugated zinc sheeting. 
This elevation also includes the garage gable which has a pent-shaped roof and 
steel tilting door.
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5. DISCUSSION 

5.1 Castleton Farm Steading dates to the late 19th century and was built on the site 
of an earlier building known as Cottertown. This was cleared and a new Home 
Farm built in 1873 as part of the Christie Estate.  

5.2 According to Davey (2001), the large estates generally consisted of a Home 
Farm or Mains with a small number of satellite tenanted farms. Some of the 
richer estates developed their own distinctive building style. Castleton is a 
typical estate farm that was involved in animal husbandry throughout the 19th 
and 20th century. This continued up to the recent past with stalling and 
corralling large numbers of livestock in the purpose-built cattle shed (Unit 12) 
and in the Dutch barn (Unit 13).  

5.3 During the 19th century stalling in sheds such as that recorded in Unit 6, 
maximised the collection of valuable manure for dressing the land, at a period 
when chemical fertilisers had yet to be invented. The importance of large 
quantities of manure were naturally a prerequisite for arable farming within 
the Devon Valley and for dressing the land for hay production. 

5.4 At Castleton, the formal courtyard system has survived to the present day, and 
the large lofts above the barn were for storing and crushing fodder. The 
remains of the belt-drives visible on the ground floor (Unit 1a) and the loft 
(Unit 1b) above were used during the late 19th and early 20th centuries to 
power crushing and bruising machines to mill the hard cattle-cake that was fed 
as a supplement to over-wintering cattle.  

5.5 Castleton Farm has remained largely unaltered throughout the 20th century 
with the exception of the erection of the large cattle shed (Unit 12) and the 
Dutch Barn (Unit 13). There is no evidence of vacuum lines associated with 
milking machines within any of the buildings examined which suggests that 
the animals housed here were beef cattle rather than milking cows.  

Phase Development (Figs. 2 and 3) 

5.6 The relative phase development of the farm is shown on Figures 2 and 3. The 
survey has shown it to comprise three major phases: 

� Phase 1 - Early 19th century 
 A small rectilinear building named Cottertown was present alongside a 

burn named Castleton. This appears to have been completely removed to 
make way for the formal courtyard steading. Building material from this 
structure may well have been used in the construction of the barn (Unit 
1A).

� Phase 2 - Late 19th Century
 A date stone confirms of 1873 confirms a late 19th-century date for the 

layout of most of the principal buildings. The use of ashlar corbels on all 
of the buildings confirms that these were laid out during this period of 
main construction. The barn Unit 1a appears to have had a water wheel on 
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its west elevation. The wheel was housed in an outshot building and was 
probably a small cast-iron type by this period. The walls of the barn are 
not substantial enough to have carried a larger wheel as is typical of a corn 
mill. It is probably the case that the wheel was linked to crushing 
apparatus.

� Phase 3 - 20th Century
 The aerial photograph of 1947 confirms that the mill reservoir was still 

extant. Diesel power was used to drive the line shafts in the barn 
following the demise of the water power. The cattle shed and the Dutch 
barn were constructed after 1958 and the cattle shed was constructed after 
1973. The interior of the farmhouse has been completely refurbished in 
the recent past removing any earlier 19th century features.  

6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 A level 2/3 survey of Castleton Farm has recorded all the features of 
significance and the various forms and functions have been documented. The 
layout of the farm has been little altered since its construction in 1873. 
Externally it retains all the character of a late 19th-century estate Home Farm. 
The farmhouse has been completely refurbished to suit the needs of modern 
living.

6.2 The survey has shown that there are two generations of power relating to 
internal drive shafts within the barn. The first was water power as evidenced 
by physical evidence on the barn and the presence of a mill reservoir; and the 
second is the diesel power attested by the presence of engine plinth scars 
situated on the barn floor.

6.3 An entry in Discovery and Excavation in Scotland will disseminate the results 
of the standing building survey (Appendix 2) and no further building recording 
work is recommended.
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APPENDIX 1 – DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPH REGISTER 

Shot Summary description: Architectural Feature/Context Conditions Internal/
External 

1 South elevation, general pan Bright External 
2 South elevation, general pan Bright External 
3 South elevation, general pan Bright External 
4-24 South elevation, left to right Bright External 
25 General of S elevation, E end Bright External 
26 E elevation of porch on S elevation Bright External 
27 Detail of corbel at W corner, S elevation Bright External 
28 Detail of block window and date stone, S elevation Bright External 
29 Date stone Bright External 
30 W elevation of porch on S elevation Bright External 
31 Detail of corbel, porch, S elevation Bright External 
32 Detail of window, E elevation of porch on S elevation Bright External 
33 Detail of cuts in kerb, E elevation of porch on S elevation Bright External 
34 Detail of window, S elevation Bright External 
35 Detail of doorway, S elevation Bright External 
36 Detail of shamrock/clover, S elevation Bright External 
37 Detail of corbel, S elevation Bright External 
38 Detail of dormer, S elevation Bright External 
39 General of porch, S elevation Bright External 
40-46 West elevation, left to right Bright External 
47 West elevation, general shot Bright External 
48 Detail of blocked and filled mill Bright External 
49 Detail of upper wall and window Bright External 
50 Sliding door detail Bright External 
51 Detail of window and cart-shed Bright External 
52 Cart-shed Bright External 
53 Vent detail, cart-shed loft Bright External 
54 Corbel, cart-shed Bright External 
55 Mill loft window, detail Bright External 
56 Ground Floor, Lower Barn, S-facing interior elevation, general 

shot 
Flash Internal 

57 W facing elevation, oblique shot, N end Flash Internal 
58 W facing elevation, oblique shot, S end Flash Internal 
59 Bearing box on W facing wall, general shot Flash Internal 
60 N facing elevation of Barn, general shot Flash Internal 
61-63 Bracketed shot, E facing elevation Flash Internal 
64 General shot of line shaft Flash Internal 
65 General shot of engine plinth position Flash Internal 
66 General shot of scar for position of engine on barn floor Flash Internal 
67 S facing elevation? Cart-shed Flash Internal 
68 E facing elevation? Cart-shed Flash Internal 
69 N facing elevation Flash Internal 
70 Byre, N facing elevation, general shot, interior Flash Internal 
71 Byre, W facing elevation, general shot, interior Flash Internal 
72 Byre, S facing elevation, general shot, interior Flash Internal 
73 Byre, E facing elevation, general shot, interior Flash Internal 
74 N-facing elevation, door to mezzanine floor of barn Flash Internal 
75 E facing elevation of barn, first floor Flash Internal 
76 S facing partition wall between 5+6, first floor, barn Flash Internal 
77 W facing elevation, stairs to upper floor, barn, first floor Flash Internal 
78 N facing elevation, partition wall (wood) to 5+6, first floor, barn Flash Internal 
79 E facing elevation, wall of room 6, first floor, barn Flash Internal 
80 S facing elevation, gable wall, door detail, first floor, barn Flash Internal 
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Shot Summary description: Architectural Feature/Context Conditions Internal/
External 

81 Belt-drive, line shaft, first floor, barn Flash Internal 
82 W facing wall, window detail, general shot, first floor, barn Flash Internal 
83 S facing wall, detail of upper loft floor (unsafe) Flash Internal 
84 E facing elevation of the barn Bright External 
85 N facing side of fore stair to barn Bright External 
86 S facing elevation of wooden shed/garage, general shot Bright External 
87 Pantry, general shot, first floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
88 Cupboard next to pantry, first floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
89 General shot of toilet and shower, first floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
90 Utility room and sink, first floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
91 Door to pantry, first floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
92 Kitchen, general shot Flash Internal 
93 Aga and cooker, E facing wall of kitchen Flash Internal 
94 S facing wall, sink and fixtures Flash Internal 
95 Living room, fireplace (oblique shot) Flash Internal 
96 General shot of E facing wall in living room Flash Internal 
97 Stairwell and hall, ground floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
98 Cupboard below stairs, ground floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
99 E facing wall of bedroom, ground floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
100 S facing wall of bedroom, ground floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
101 W facing wall, door detail, bedroom, ground floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
102 Bakelite light switch, 1950s, bedroom, first floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
103 Vertical shot down staircase, first floor, landing Flash Internal 
104 N facing elevation, bedroom, left of stairs Flash Internal 
105 S facing wall, bedroom, left of stairs Flash Internal 
106 Bathroom, first floor, farmhouse Flash Internal 
107 N facing elevation, bedroom, right of stairs Flash Internal 
108 S facing elevation, bedroom, right of stairs Flash Internal 
109 Landing, first floor, farmhouse, general shot Flash Internal 
110 S facing elevation, gable of shed (no access) Bright External 
111 S facing elevation, gable of shed (no access) Bright External 
112 E facing elevation of shed (no access) Bright External 
113 W facing elevation of shed (no access) Bright External 
114 E facing door to gearshed and gate pier Bright External 
115 Cattle court Flash Internal 
116 Cattle court, oblique shot Flash Internal 
117-119 Internal of cattle shed Flash Internal 
120 E elevation, door of cattle shed Bright External 
121 NE corner of cattle shed Bright External 
122 Gable of cattle shed and farm behind Bright External 
123 Pig sty, W facing elevation Bright External 
124 Pig sty, S facing wall and roof, formerly corrugated Bright External 
125 Blocked window of former cattle court Flash Internal 
126 N facing wall, partition Flash Internal 
127 E facing wall of shed Flash Internal 
128 W facing wall of shed with remains of window Flash Internal 
129 S facing wall, dividing end of old cattle shed Flash Internal 
130 W facing elevation of old cattle court, columns, brick feed trough Flash Internal 
131 N facing wall with columns in old cattle court Flash Internal 
132 Feeding alley in covered cattle court Flash Internal 
133 E facing wall, partition and door to covered cattle court Flash Internal 
134 Looking S down feeding alley, cattle court, with window remains Flash Internal 
135 Broken partition wall between two sheds Flash Internal 
136 N facing elevation of Dutch barn Bright External 
137 Door to shed, or wall supporting Dutch barn Bright External 
138 E facing elevation of Dutch barn Bright External 
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Shot Summary description: Architectural Feature/Context Conditions Internal/
External 

139 S elevation of Dutch barn Bright External 
140-143 S elevation of farmhouse from distance Bright External 
144 Topographic shot Bright External 
145 Burn and culvert under road Bright External 
146 Barn gable, general shot Bright External 
147 Barn gable, general shot Bright External 
148 Mid section, N facing wall of barn, lower door Bright External 
149 Gate pier and shed wall, N facing Bright External 
150 Wall, courtyard and gable of stone built shed Bright External 
151 Gable end of shed, general shot Bright External 
152 Corbel on shed wall, general shot Bright External 
153 Pig sty rear wall and door opening, N facing Bright External 
154 Pitched roof shed, N facing door, general shot Bright External 
155 N facing doorway to pitched roof shed Bright External 
156 N facing elevation of outhouse Bright External 
157 N facing gable of byre, general shot Bright External 
158 N facing gable of byre, general shot Bright External 
159 Fuel tank area, n facing wall Bright External 
160 Mid wall, utility room Bright External 
161 Mid wall, utility room Bright External 
162 Farmhouse porch entrance, N facing elevation, general shot Bright External 
163 E facing elevation of barn, general shot Bright External 
164 SE corner of wooden shed in courtyard Bright External 
165 W facing entrance to cart-shed Bright External 
166-169 W facing elevation of barn, overlapping shots Bright External 
170 E facing elevation, barn, window hidden by wood chest, general 

shot 
Flash Internal 

171 E facing elevation, barn, window hidden by wood chest, close-up Flash Internal 
172 N facing elevation of farmhouse, general shot Bright External 
173 Porch in front of farmhouse Bright External 
174 N facing elevation of utility room Bright External 
175 N facing elevation of farmhouse, fuel tank Bright External 
176 Byre gable, N facing elevation Bright External
177 Tank in N elevation of farmhouse/utility room Bright External 
178 N facing gable of byre Bright External 
179 N facing elevation, barn, general shot Bright External 
180 N facing elevation, gate pier wall Bright External 
181 N facing elevation, gable of store shed Bright External 
182 N facing elevation, pig sty wall Bright External 
183 N facing shed opening with pitched roof Bright External 



DOLL/1677/0 22 CFA 

APPENDIX 2 - DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATION IN SCOTLAND 2009 ENTRY 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Stirling Council  

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Castleton Farm Nr Pool of Muckart, Clackmannanshire 

PROJECT CODE: DOLL

PARISH: Muckart 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Mike Cressey 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  CFA Archaeology Ltd 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Historic Building Survey 

NMRS NO(S): None

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): Farmstead 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  N/a

NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NN 9808 0003 

START DATE (this season) September 2009 

END DATE (this season) September 2009 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.) None

MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION:  
(May include information from other fields)

A Level 2/3 standing building survey was carried out at Castleton 
Farm, near Pool of Muckart, Clackmannanshire prior to the its 
refurbishment and alteration. The farm was built in 1873 as the 
Home Farm for a local estate. The farm as its stands today 
replaced an earlier rectilinear building shown on General Roy’s 
18th-century map. The farm included a cart-shed and three-storey 
barn, various cattle sheds and a pigsty. On the west-facing 
elevation of the barn there is evidence to show that an outshot 
building housing a mill wheel was present. The infill blocking 
work is evident on the barn wall. 1947 aerial photography 
confirms that the mill pond was still present in that year. 
Waterpower was replaced by a diesel engine that drove belt 
drives for a cattle-cake crushing device housed in the first-floor 
of the barn. The farmhouse interior has been completely 
modernised and very little original detail is present. The farm is 
relatively unaltered and is a fine example of an estate Home 
Farm. 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  None

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: None

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  Unicorn Property Group 

ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR:  CFA Archaeology Ltd, Old Engine House, Eskmills Park, 
Musselburgh, EH21 7PQ. 

EMAIL ADDRESS: mcressey@cfa-archaeology.co.uk 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited)

Archive to be deposited in NMRS, Reports lodged with SMR and 
NMRS. 
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Plate 1
1947 aerial photograph showing Castleton farm

and the mill pond

Plate 2
South-facing elevation in its topographical setting
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Plates 3-4
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Plate 3
Outshot porch showing the level of detail on the walls

Plate 4
South-facing elevation of the cartshed wall with a blind window with 1873 date stone above
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Plates 5-6
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Plate 5
West-facing elevation of the barn and cartshed with half-hipped roof and 

cast-iron column support of the cartshed on the right

Plate 6
Detail of west-facing elevation of the barn with blocking work associated with 

an earlier outshot mill wheel house
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Plates 7-8
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Plate 7
East-facing elevation of the barn and adjoining farmhouse to the left

Plate 8
Barn interior, first floor north end with a chain-driven line shaft for a cattle-cake crushing machine
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Plates 9-10
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Plate 9
North-facing (Rear) elevation of the farmhouse and adjoining barn

Plate 10
Interior vertical shot of the stone-built staircase
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