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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 General 

1.1.1 This report presents the results of an archaeological watching undertaken by 
CFA Archaeology Ltd (CFA) at Nether Liberton, City of Edinburgh (NGR: 
NT 27260 70750) (Fig.1) during work associated with the Braid Burn Flood 
Prevention Scheme. The work was commissioned by The City of Edinburgh 
Council.   

1.1.2 A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the project was produced by 
CFA.  The WSI was based upon documents provided by the City of Edinburgh 
Council Archaeology Service (CECAS).    

1.2 Background 

1.2.1 Groundbreaking work for the installation of a new reinforced floodwall 
alongside the Braid Burn was undertaken at Nether Liberton (Work Unit 
7A/7B).  Also included in this programme of works were alterations to the 
road bridge carrying Gilmerton Road across the Braid Burn.  These operations 
constituted part of a wider programme of works associated with the Braid 
Burn Flood Prevention Scheme.  The archaeological watching brief on this 
work unit was carried out on the instruction of CECAS.   

1.2.2 Work Unit 7A/7B was situated immediately to the south-west of Cameron 
Toll Shopping Centre close to the junction between Gilmerton Road and Old 
Mill Lane.  The Braid Burn ran south to north through this area, with two 
branches of the watercourse emerging from beneath Gilmerton Road before 
merging into one.  Along the banks of the watercourse, the area largely 
consisted of trees and grass.  Standing immediately to the east of this work 
unit was a former mill (now a domestic residence) with the mill-wheel still 
clearly visible.       

1.2.3 The First Edition 6” Ordnance Survey map (Fig.10) shows that the mill was a 
corn mill.  On the southern side of Gilmerton Road two water courses are 
shown, one is the line of the Braid Burn the other is a mill lade (spelt ‘Lead’) 
feeding into to a mill pond next to the Dovecote (NMRS No. NT27SE 134).  
The line of the braid Burn exits on the north side of Gilmerton Road and flows 
to the west of the Mill (very much like today).  The flow from the mill lade is 
directed towards the Mill then back in to the Braid Burn to the north of it.  
According to the map some sections of the lade are buried. 

1.2.4 The current mill buildings (NMRS No. NT27SE 1681) date to the 18th century 
and are Category C(S)-Listed (HB No. 28194).  However, the origins of the 
mill would appear to have been considerably earlier.  In The New Statistical 
Account of Scotland of 1845 (Begg 1845) it states that ‘There was in ancient 
times a mill at Nether Liberton the tithes of which were bestowed by King 
David on the Abbey of Holyroodhouse.  The Black Friers of Edinburgh also 
received six merks annually from the proceeds of the mill’.  Nether Liberton is 
depicted on early maps by Blaeu (1654) (spelt ‘Nether Libertoun’) and Adair 
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(1735) (spelt ‘Nedder Liberton’), and although the mill is not labelled there 
are a number of buildings within very close proximity to the Braid Burn. The 
last recorded miller working at Nether Liberton was Andrew Dick, who is 
thought to have ceased his trade c. 1840 (http://www.colinsymes.u-
net/Nlmill.html).   

           
1.2.5 No previous invasive archaeological fieldwork is known to have taken place 

within the proposed development area prior to this watching brief. 

1.3 Objectives 

1.3.1 The objectives of the programme of archaeological works were to determine if 
archaeological features were present and record them prior to development. 

2. WORKING METHODS

2.1 CFA Archaeology Ltd follows the Institute for Archaeologists’ Code of 
Conduct, Standards and Guidance as appropriate.  

2.2 The programme of works required the installation of new reinforced concrete 
floodwalls.  Two of the trenches (Area 1 and Area 2) were located on the 
eastern side of the Braid Burn and one trench (Area 3) was located on the 
western side.  The bridge carrying Gilmerton Road over the burn (Area 4) was 
photographed prior to any alteration works being carried out and a watching 
brief was maintained during key phases of the required demolition works.   

2.3 The removal of soil deposits was carried out using mechanical excavators 
equipped with smooth-bladed ditching buckets under constant archaeological 
supervision.  The excavation of archaeological features was carried out by 
hand. 

2.4 All excavation and on-site recording was carried out according to standard 
CFA procedures, principally by drawing, by photography and by completing 
standard CFA record forms.   
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3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS 

3.1 General 

3.1.1 Numbers in bold and parentheses refer to contexts, a full list of which is 
contained in Appendix 1.   

3.1.2 Details of the individual watching brief areas are contained in sections 3.2 – 
3.5.

3.2 Area 1  

3.2.1 This trench measured c.25m long by c.3.5m wide.  The deposits within this 
trench consisted of up to 1.3m of made-ground (001) overlying orange-brown 
gravel natural (002).

3.2.2 Circa 18m from the eastern end of the trench, a large stone box culvert (003)
(Fig.2, Fig.3, Fig.6 and Fig.7) was uncovered.  Internally, the culvert measured 
0.8m in width by 0.7m in depth.  The sides of the culvert had been constructed 
using seven courses of sandstone blocks (004) each measuring c.0.1m thick, 
with the top surface of the uppermost stone sitting flush with the level of the 
natural.  At the base of the culvert, dark brown silt (005) had built up to a 
depth of 0.3m.  The stone sides had been capped with large flat irregular 
sandstone slabs (003) measuring up to 1.2m by 0.7m by 0.2m thick.  Although 
the capstones had to be removed in order to reach formation level, the sides of 
the culvert were preserved in situ.  This culvert appears to lie on the presumed 
alignment of the buried section of the out flow of the mill-lade depicted on the 
First Edition Ordnance Survey map. 

3.3 Area 2 

3.3.1 This trench was L-shaped, measuring c.30m in length by c.2m in width.  The 
deposits within this trench consisted of c.1.3m of made ground (001)
overlying orange-brown sandy-gravel natural (002).

3.3.2 Circa 10m from the southern end of the trench, a large stone box culvert (006)
(Fig.4, Fig.5, Fig.8 and Fig.9) was uncovered.  Internally, the culvert 
measured 0.75m in width by 0.6m in depth.  The sides of the drain had been 
constructed using five courses of sandstone blocks (007) each measuring in 
the region of c.0.12m thick, which had been capped with large irregular 
sandstone slabs (006) measuring up to 1.1m by 0.8m by 0.25m thick.  The top 
surface of the sandstone slabs sat flush with the level of the natural.  
Internally, the culvert had become fully silted up, with the lower fill consisting 
of compact sandy gravel (008) and the upper fill consisting of mid-brown silt 
(009).  Although the capstones had to be removed in order to reach formation 
level, the sides of the culvert were preserved in situ.  This culvert runs at 
almost 900 to the proposed alignment of the mill lade so it was probably a side 
lade for draining excess water or diverting water back into the Braid Burn 
before it reached the mill.    
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3.4 Area 3 

3.4.1 This trench measured c.60m in length by 4m in width.  The deposits within 
this trench consisted of up to 1.2m of made ground overlying orange-brown 
sandy-gravel natural.  A modern brick built chamber was uncovered, but there 
were no features, deposits or artefacts of archaeological significance.  

3.5 Area 4  

3.5.1 The bridge (Figs. 11–14) had to be partially demolished to allow alteration 
works to be undertaken.  The buttress walls of the bridge measured 1m thick at 
the base, thinning towards the top.  It was faced on the outside, with a bonded 
rubble core on the inside.  Two vaulted arches carried the water beneath the 
road.  Between the vaulted arches and the road deck and contained by the 
buttress walls were layers of in-fill for constructing the road on.  These 
consisted of mixed sand and clay (Figs. 15-16).      

4. CONCLUSION 

4.1 An archaeological watching brief was carried out during construction works 
associated with the Braid Burn Flood Prevention Scheme at Nether Liberton 
(Work Unit 7A/7B).  The programme of work monitored involved the 
excavation of three trenches for the installation of reinforced concrete 
floodwalls.  Photographs of the road bridge carrying Gilmerton Road across 
the Braid Burn were also taken and a watching brief was maintained during 
the required demolition works.     

4.2 During the course of the watching brief two substantial stone box culverts 
were identified.  These features are likely to relate to the control of water for 
the mill.  The feature in Area 1 is probably a section of buried mill lade taking 
the water from the Mill back to the Braid Burn.  The feature in Area 2 is likely 
to be a side lade for taking excess water or diverted water back in to the Braid 
Burn before it reached the Mill.   

4.3 The bridge appeared to be a single phase construction with two vaulted arches 
on its northern side.  Between the buttress walls it was in-filled with 
compacted clay, sand and gravel to provide a flat surface for the road deck.  
The splitting of the flow of the Burn by the use of the two vaulted arches 
allowed one stream to be directed towards the entrance to the Mill Lade and 
the other to continue as the Braid Burn’s main channel. 

4.4 The project archive, comprising all CFA record sheets, maps and reports, will 
be deposited with the National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS) and 
copies of reports will be lodged with the City of Edinburgh Council Sites and 
Monuments Record.   

4.5 A Discovery and Excavation in Scotland entry will be prepared for the whole 
Braid Burn Flood Prevention Scheme and an OASIS project entry will be 
uploaded. 



LEIT4/1767/0 7 CFA 

5. REFERENCES 

5.1 Cartographic 

Adair, J 1735 A map of Midlothian 

Blaeu, J 1654 Atlas of Scotland 

Ordnance Survey 1st Edition 6” (1855) Edinburghshire Sheet 6 

5.2 Websites 

http://www.colinsymes.u-net/Nlmill.html

5.3 Bibliographic 

Begg J, 1845, The New Statistical Account of Scotland (1845), Vol. 1 Edinburgh: 
Parish of Liberton 



LEIT4/1767/0 8 CFA 

APPENDIX 1: Context Register 

Context 
No. 

Area Context type Description 

001 All Made ground Mid brown clayey silt mixed with rubble 
etc

002 All Natural subsoil  Orange-brown sandy gravel 
003 1 Capstones for mill lade 003   Irregular sandstone slabs 
004 1 Sides of mill lade 003 Sandstone blocks 
005 1 Fill of mill lade 003   Dark brown silt 
006 2 Capstones for side lade 006 Irregular sandstone slabs 
007 2 Sides of side lade 006 Sandstone blocks
008 2 Lower fill of side lade 006 Compact sandy gravel 
009 2 Upper fill of side lade 006 Mid-brown silt 
010 4 Butress wall of bridge Bonded sandstone 
011 4 Western vaulted arch of bridge Sandstone blocks 
012 4 Infill of bridge structure Mixed sand and clay 

APPENDIX 2: Photographic Register  

Watching Brief  

Shot Contexts/Description Taken 
from

Conditions 

1-3 General working shots Various Overcast 
4 Mill lade 003 with capstones in situ South Overcast 
5-7 Mill lade 003, general shots showing capstones being removed South Overcast 
8 Mill lade 003, south facing profile South Overcast 
9-11 Mill lade 003, general shots Various Overast 
12-13 Mill lade 003,  north-facing profile North Overcast 
14-16 Mill lade 003, general shots Various Overcast 
17 General shot showing the position of Area 1 in relation to the 

mill buildings 
NW Overcast 

18 side lade 006 with capstones in situ SE Overcast 
19-20 side lade 006, SE facing profile SE Overcast 
21 Area 2, general shot South Overcast 
22 side lade 006 with capstones removed SE Overcast 
23-26 General shots of road bridge during alteration works  North Overcast 
27 Detail of bridge vaulted arch North Overcast 
25 Detail of infill above vaulted arch  North Overcast 
23 Flash shot under bridge 011 North Overcast 

Photographic Survey 

Shot Contexts/Description Taken 
from

Conditions 

1-12 Photographic survey of Road Bridge Various Overcast 
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APPENDIX 3: Drawing Register 

Dwg. 
No. 

Sheet 
No. 

Contexts/Description Plan/section Scale 

1 DB Plan of box mill lade 003 P 1:20 
2 DB Profile across mill lade 003 Section/profile 1:10 
3 DB Plan of side lade 006 S 1:20 
4 DB Profile across side lade 006 Section/profile 1:10 
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Fig. 6 Photo of covered mill lade from north

Fig. 7 Photo of covered mill lade from Box south-west
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Fig. 8 Photo of covered mill lade from south-east with capstones in-situ

Fig. 9 Photo of covered mill lade from south-east with capstones removed
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Fig. 11 Road Bridge carrying Gilmerton Road across the Braid Burn from the north east

Fig. 12 Road Bridge carrying Gilmerton Road across the Braid Burn from the east
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Fig. 13 Eastern vaulted arch of road bridge carrying Gilmerton Road across the Braid Burn

Fig. 14 Western vaulted arch of road bridge carrying Gilmerton Road across the Braid Burn 
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Fig. 15 Vaulted arch of bridge with buttress walls and road deck removed

Fig. 16 Infill between vaulted arch and road deck
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