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Non-technical summary

Stoke-on-Trent Archaeology carried out a programme of archaeological building

recording at the Caledonia Pottery, Caledonia Road, Shelton (NGR SJ 8759 4649).

The Caledonia Pottery first appears on the 1900 Ordnance Survey (OS) map of the

area and by 1924 was a flint and stone mill. It continued to operate as a mill for raw

material used within the pottery industry until at least 1961. Latterly the site was

owned by Caledonia Pottery Ltd and used for pottery manufacture. 

The building recording took place between 26th February and 14th March 2007 and

identified five buildings arranged  around  a courtyard, which  varied in date from the

late 19th to the late 20th century. The project confirmed the chronological development

of the works that is shown on the OS maps of 1900-1950.  Despite changes in use

throughout its active life, the works appeared to have undergone comparatively few

structural alterations specifically in response to these changes, illustrating the

adaptability of the buildings for use by different sectors of the pottery industry.

Identifying the particular uses of the buildings and rooms, particularly for the earlier

periods, proved difficult as most plant and machinery relating to all but the latest

phase of production had been removed. Some indication, however, of both production

methods and flow for this most recent period was achieved. 
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1.0 Introduction

1.1 A planning application was received by Stoke-on-Trent City Council (application

SOT/44194) for demolition and residential development on the site of the former

Caledonia Pottery, Shelton (PRN 30422) (NGR SJ 8759 4649). Stoke-on-Trent City

Council, acting on the advice of the City Archaeologist required that a scheme of

archaeological work be a condition of planning consent. A programme of archaeological

building recording prior to development was deemed an appropriate level of mitigation.

Stoke-on-Trent Archaeology was subsequently appointed to undertake the work by the

developer, Carpenter Investments.

2.0 Scope and aims of the project

2.1 The recording programme was carried out in accordance with a design brief prepared

by the City Archaeologist (Barker 2006).  The brief required that the building recording

be carried out to Level 2 standard of the English Heritage guidelines Understanding

Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice (2006), and should comprise

drawn, written and photographic elements. 

2.2 The primary purpose of the project was to carry out an archaeological building

recording of the Caledonia Pottery, and to record structural elements and phasing

evidence, which may illustrate the development, and changing function of the factory.

This was to be achieved through a visual inspection and written description, a measured

survey, with accurate floor plans of all buildings as well selected elevations, and a

photographic survey.  

2.3 The survey and report were undertaken in accordance with guidance as laid down in

the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) Standards and Guidance for the

Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings and Structures

(revised September 2001) and the English Heritage publication Management of

Archaeological Projects (2nd Edition).

3.0 Methodology

3.1 The survey was carried out between 26th February and 14th March 2007. It comprised

a photographic record including the context of the buildings, external views, significant

details and internal views where accessible. Photographs were taken on 35mm
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monochrome print and with a digital camera, using 2.0m and 1.0m scale bars as

appropriate. A measured survey was made using 30.0m and 5.0m hand tapes to produce

scaled sketches of plans and elevations. Field notes were made of all structural elements

with particular attention to those that provided evidence of alterations and additions. The

archive is stored at The Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent, site code

CPS07.

4.0 Historical background

4.1 Shelton was originally a village to the south west of the town of Hanley, but  was

later subsumed by the town’s expansion in the 18th and 19th centuries (Greenslade 1963,

144).  Hanley and Shelton were united by an act of parliament in 1812, but their separate

identities remained until at least 1851, when a public meeting concluded that the two

townships should be known as Hanley (Henrywood 2002, 22).

4.2 Shelton had a largely agricultural economy until the early 18th century, when the local

coal and pottery industries were growing in importance. Pottery had been manufactured

in the area since at least the 17th century, with one of the earliest recorded pottery

manufacturers in Shelton being Thomas Astbury, who is thought to have been operating

by the 1690s (Henrywood 2002, 164).  By the late 18th century, the opening of both the

Trent and Mersey and the Caldon canals, alongside the turnpiking of the roads had

helped pottery manufacture to develop into the principal industry in the area (Henrywood

2002, 163). 

4.3 The Caledonia Pottery first appears on the 1900 Ordnance Survey (OS) map of the

area.  On the 1924 map (Fig. 4) it is shown as ‘Caledonian Mills (Flint, Stone &c)’,

appears unnamed on the 1937 OS edition and is labelled as the ‘Caledonian Mills’ on the

1950 OS map. This would suggest that it was originally built as a mill for processing raw

materials used in the pottery industry. Documents recovered from the buildings during

the recording project revealed that recent owners of the site included Podmore and Sons

Ltd, producers of frits, complete glazes and zirconium silicate opacifiers (Green 2007).

An advert in the Pottery Gazette of February 1961 confirms their presence on the site at

least by the 1960s (Pottery Gazette 1961, 301). Latterly the site was owned by Caledonia

Pottery Ltd and used for pottery manufacture. 
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5.0 Description and analysis of buildings

5.1.1 Five multi-phased buildings of two and three storeys were located on a site 1,538m2

(of which 1,095m2 was occupied by buildings) in area. These were arranged in a

courtyard formation, with Caledonia Road to the front and the Caldon Canal to the rear

(Plates 1 and 2). The buildings were recorded as Building 1 (85m2 in area), 1a (43m2), 2

(333m2), 3 (242m2) and 4 (392m2), with Building 1 in the south-western corner of the

site, Building 2 on the west side, Building 3 to the north and Buildings 4 and 1a to the

south.  The courtyard was accessed from Caledonia Road, through iron gates below

Building 1a. Building 2 was directly accessible from Caledonia Road and could also be

entered from the courtyard. Buildings 1 and 4 were also accessible from the courtyard.

Building 1a was entered internally from the first floors of Buildings 1 and 2, whereas

Building 3 was entered internally from the ground floors of Buildings 2 and 4. 

5.1.2 All parts of the building were accessible during the survey with the exception of

Rooms M and N in Building 3, and the basement in Building 2.  The floor of Room M

was unsafe as was the ladder to the basement in Building 2, while the doorway to Room

N was blocked with tape to prevent access.

5.2 Building 1 (Figs. 7, 8 & 11; Plates 1 & 3)

5.2.1 General description - Building 1 was a roughly rectangular block fronting onto

Caledonia Road and following the same north east to south west alignment, with the

exception of the western gable which was aligned roughly north to south.  The building

was two storeys high, and was constructed of red brick in an English garden wall bond

with flush mortar jointing.  It had a pitched slate roof, with the ridge aligned north east –

south west.  The west end of the roof had a gable end, but at the east end it was hipped.

The first floor windows on the southern elevation were recessed and the recessed area

rendered (Fig.11).  All the windows had straight concrete lintels and sills, with a band of

decorative dog-tooth brickwork above the first-floor windows.

 5.2.2 The main door into the building was in the eastern side, next to the gate below

Building 1a. This door entered into a hallway (A), which gave access to Room B to the

south, an under-stair cupboard (C) and four further rooms (D-G) to the west (Fig. 7).

Stairs to the first floor terminated in a hallway (H), which gave access to Room I to the

west, Room J to the south and Room K to the south east.  Room L was accessible from



4

Stoke-on-Trent Archaeology Report

Archaeological building recording at Caledonia Pottery, Caledonia Road, Shelton

Room K and Room M, above the stairs, was accessible from Room L (Fig. 8).  All

internal walls were plastered brick, with the exception of Rooms D, E, F and G, which

were painted brick. Ceilings were plastered and floors were laid with original red and

grey terrazzo tiles, except for the concrete floors in Rooms D, E, F and G. All external

windows were original wooden-framed casements with opening top lights.

5.2.3 Building 1 - Rooms A, B and C (Fig. 7)

Room A was situated in the north-east corner of Building 1. An original external wooden

three-panel door was situated in the eastern wall, as was a narrow window above the

staircase.  The staircase, leading to the first floor, rose next to the external door and

continued along the eastern wall before turning along the northern wall.  The wooden

banisters were of a decorative barley twist design.  Both the hall and the stairway were

decorated with vinyl wall tiles over the original plaster surface.  A small cupboard (C)

with an original wooden four-panel door, chamfered to fit the opening, was situated

underneath the stairs. A wooden half-glazed door in the western wall opened into Room

E and a similar door gave access to Room B in the southern wall.  A sliding metal-

framed window was also positioned in this wall and featured an ‘ENQUIRIES’ sign,

suggesting that Room B was used as a reception office.  The original tiled floor in this

room was covered with vinyl and edged with a wooden skirting board.  Two windows

were positioned in the south and east walls and a post box was set into the wall at the east

end of the south wall.  The room was fitted with high-level wooden shelving on the north

wall and a bench along the north and east walls.  An ampere dial and fuse box were fitted

high up on the west wall.

5.2.4 Building 1 - Rooms D, E, F and G (Fig. 7) 

This part of the building had painted brickwork, concrete floors and the ceilings open to

the steel joists above. This may suggest that these rooms were used for production or

storage, rather than office work, as in the rest of the building.  This suggestion was

supported by a blocked opening in the north wall of Room E, which would have

originally opened onto the loading bay area.  The room had a window in the south wall,

which was partially obscured by a later partition wall and a broad arched opening into

Room F to the west.  The later addition of brick partition walls, topped with wired glass,

created Room D in the south-east corner of Room E.  Room D had a half-glazed door

from E in the north wall and window in the south wall, the other half of that seen in
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Room E.  The room was fitted with a row of fuse boxes on the east wall and a Philips

power capacitor was bolted to the floor below the window.  Room F had two windows in

the south wall and, like Room E, a blocked opening in the north wall, which would have

originally given access to the loading bay area. A brick wall extended east from the west

wall and a plaster board partition had been built between this and the north wall to create

Room G in the north-west corner.  Room G could only be accessed from the loading bay

through an external half-glazed wooden door in the north wall. This room housed two gas

boilers fixed to the floor against the west wall. 

5.2.5 Building 1 - Rooms H, I and J (Fig. 8)

Room H was a first-floor hallway situated on the north side of the building.  There was a

window in the north wall, a half-glazed wooden door leading into Room I in the west

wall and an original wooden four-panel door into Room J in the south wall alongside an

open doorway into Room K.  A square wooden hatch in the ceiling accessed the roof

space.  In the hallway, and in the other first floor rooms, the edges of each room were

defined by a border of black tiles with red and grey tiles to the centre.  Wooden skirting

boards were also evident in these rooms.  Room I was a large room at the western end of

the building, occupying its full width.  A chimney breast and fireplace were situated

centrally on the west wall, perhaps indicating that the room was used as an office or for

other more sedentary work.  Two windows were located on the south wall and one on the

north wall.  A borrowed light was set high up in the east wall. Room J seems to have

been another smaller office room with a single window in the south wall.

5.2.6 Building 1 - Rooms K, L and M (Fig. 8)

Room K was an L-shaped corridor room on the south side of the building, leading from

the hallway, up a short flight of terrazzo tiled steps and through a doorway in the east

wall to Building 1a.  There was one external window in the south wall and windows in

the partition between Rooms K and L.  Within Room L, the southern partition was

partially glazed with an opening sash window, suggesting a serving hatch. Counter tops

with shelving below extended along the full length of the south and east walls.  The

shelves were all labelled with inscriptions such as ‘SAMPLES. IE/6 IVORY

EARTHENWARE (WHITE EWARE)’.  A wooden framed glazed door, which opened

into Room K was located in the west wall and a wood finished hollow core door opened

into Room M in the north wall. The black tiled border continued into Room L, but took
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no account of its extent, suggesting that the room had been partitioned off from Room K.

Room M was positioned in the space above the stairs at the north east corner of the

building.  It had a window in the north wall and an alcove fitted with a galvanised metal

water tank in the south-west corner.  A toilet was fitted against the east wall, although a

cooker socket on the west wall hinted at a prior use for the room. 

5.3 Building 1a (Fig. 8; Plate 4)

5.3.1 General description - This was a trapezoidal building, at first floor level only, both

bridging the gap and accommodating the change in alignments between Buildings 1 and

2.  The space below was fitted with a set of full-height metal concertina gates, opening

onto Caledonia Road. Building 1a was constructed from red brick in a stretcher bond

with flush mortar jointing.  The roof was flat and the windows were all wooden framed

casement windows. The building incorporated four rooms (A – D).  All internal walls

were plaster on brick and the ceilings were plaster board.

5.3.2 Building 1a - Rooms A, B, C and D (Fig. 8)

Room A was a corridor, aligned slightly north east to south west on the south side of the

building.  It continued from Room K in Building 1 through an open doorway into Room

Q in Building 2.  There was only one window in this room that extended along the full

length of the south wall.  Three wooden doors were located in the north wall, opening

into Rooms B, C and D. Room B, to the west, was a toilet, still labelled ‘gentlemen’ on

the main door.  This door opened into a small lobby, with a door in the north wall

opening into the main area. Two urinals were in a recess in the west wall, with fittings for

a basin below the window in the north wall. This area was further sub-divided by a stud-

partition toilet cubicle in the north-west corner of the room, the eastern wall of which

partially obscured the window.  The floor was covered with terrazzo tiles and the bottom

two thirds of the walls were finished with yellow and green glazed ceramic tiles.  Room

C was the middle of the three rooms and the main door was labelled ‘ladies’.  It had a

similar arrangement to Room B, with a lobby, main area with sink under the north

window and stud-partition toilet cubicle in the north west corner.  Like Room B it had a

tiled floor and walls.  Room D was the easternmost room in Building 1a.  There was an

external window in the north wall and an internal window that extended across most of

the eastern wall and overlooked Room Q in Building 2.  This internal window may

suggest that Room D was used as a show room area.
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5.4 Building 2 (Figs. 7 & 8; Plate 6)

5.4.1 General description - Building 2 was located in the south-east corner of the site.  It

was a large, rectangular building on three floors, and aligned north – south, with the

exception of the south wall, which was aligned along Caledonia Road.  The south-facing

elevation was constructed of red brick in a stretcher bond, with flush mortar jointing.

The first floor level was glazed, with wooden panelling above and below the windows

(Plate 5).  The west-facing elevation was also constructed with red brick in Flemish bond

with flush mortar jointing and with pilasters between the windows (Plate 6). 

5.4.2 The ground floor of Building 2 comprised six rooms; an entrance hall (E) with a

spiral staircase leading to the first floor and two further rooms to the east and north (C

and D).  These were all in the south-west corner of the building and aligned with

Caledonia Road.  There was a large work room (A) with a stair well to the basement (B)

and a small room off to the north (F).  The first floor consisted of a landing (W) and

hallway (P) with four office rooms (S - U) on the south side of the building. The middle

section of the building had two further offices (Q and R), a kitchen (X) and a showroom

(Y).  These were sandwiched between the front section of the building, aligned with

Caledonia Road and the rear section, aligned north to south. The rear section of the

building consisted of five work rooms and two store rooms off a central corridor.  Rooms

H, I, J and K were to the west of the corridor, and Rooms G, M, N and O to the east.

On the ground floor the ceilings and floors were concrete and the walls were of glazed

bricks, with the exception of Rooms C, D and E on the south side of the building.  On the

first floor the rooms in the front and middle sections were mostly carpeted, the walls

were plaster on brick and the ceilings were also plastered.  The rooms in the rear section

had either ceramic tiled or concrete floors, the walls were finished with glazed bricks and

the ceilings were constructed of pre-cast concrete panels. The basement was constructed

with concrete floors and bare brick walls, and the ceiling was open to steel joists.

5.4.3 Building 2 - Rooms A and F (Fig. 7)

Room A occupied most of the ground floor in Building 2.  The ceiling was partially

supported by four brick and metal pillars in the middle of the room.  There were two

large open doorways in the north wall, with a window immediately to the west of them.

The easternmost doorway led into Building 3 and the other into Room F. A row of fuse

boxes had been fitted to the wall between them.  Access for goods or vehicles was
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possible through a large garage-style door and up a ramp in the west wall.  The southern

side of the ramp was defined by a small dividing wall.  A second doorway in the west

wall was positioned immediately in front of a large square opening into the basement.

This allowed goods to be loaded in and out of both the basement and Room A by means

of a tracked pulley system.  The stairwell to the basement was to the south of this

opening, and a window was positioned between them. The stairwell was enclosed by a

plasterboard partition and could be accessed through an external door in the west wall as

well as from Room A in the east wall. There was a wooden double door immediately to

the south of the stairwell. A low wall was seen bonded to the east wall, from where it

continued west, probably sub-dividing a work area, or enclosing machinery.  Evidence of

two further such walls was seen along the east wall in the form of scarring.  A brick

chimney stack was positioned towards the south end of the room.  This square structure

was visible on all three levels of Building 2. Room F was a small room off the north end

of Room A, with a window in the west wall, two in the north, one of which was blocked,

and one small window looking through to Room J in Building 3. The south wall of

Room A showed a change of alignment from north east to south west, to east to west,

with a window in the north east – south west aligned section of wall.  The south-west

corner of the room had been partitioned off with plaster board to form Rooms C and D.

A wooden door at the south end of Room A opened into these rooms.

5.4.4 Building 2 - Rooms C, D and E (Fig. 7)

Room E was the main public and administrative entrance to the pottery, with entry from

Caledonia Road through a set of double glass doors in the south wall.  A centrally

positioned spiral staircase led up to the offices and show room on the first floor. The

floor in Room E had a terrazzo surface and the walls were plaster on brick. The northern

half of the room was curved around the spiral staircase.  There was a large frosted glass

window in the west wall and a half-glazed metal door in the east wall, which gave access

to Room C.  Room C was at a higher level than Room E.  A low rectangular walkway

immediately inside the door led to a run of three steps, and up to the higher level.  The

room had plaster board walls and the floors had been carpeted, suggesting its use as an

office or showroom area.  The window on the south side of the room extended the full

length of the wall.  Room D was accessed through a wooden door in the west wall of

Room C.  The south wall was curved, being the back of the stairwell.  The plaster board

partitions to the north and east both had glazed panels, and there was a sliding wooden
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hatch in the northern partition.  There was an external window in the west wall and a gas

boiler was fixed below this.

5.4.5 Building 2 - Room B (The Basement) (Fig. 9)

A set of concrete steps built against the west wall descended from Room A into the

basement.  The concrete ceiling was supported by seven east-west aligned rows of brick

and metal pillars.  A short wall had been built between two of these pillars towards the

north end of the room, and shelving had been fixed to the north side of this. The base of

the curved stair was visible protruding from the south wall.  The base of the chimney

stack could be seen towards the south end of the room.  Arches in the chimney had been

blocked up in both the east and west faces (Plate 7).  This structure may have related to a

boiler system.  A small archway was seen in the west wall, with a tunnel that continued

west below the courtyard, and probably connected with the basement level of Building 4

(Plate 8).

5.4.6 Building 2 - Rooms G, H, I and L (Fig. 8)

These rooms were all located at the north end of Building 2, on either side of a north –

south aligned terrazzo tiled corridor with wooden panelled walls (L).  A wooden door at

the north end of the corridor opened onto the external walkway between Buildings 2 and

3.  Room G was a large work room accessed off a short spur on the east side of the

corridor.  There was a large window in the south wall and a smaller one at the west end

of the north wall.  A window in the west wall allowed light into the corridor.  The floor

had been finished with green and white terrazzo tiles and a heavy concrete work bench

was fixed against the north wall in the north-east corner of the room. A gas pipe with a

tap had been fixed to the wall above the work bench.  Room H was opposite Room G

and accessed directly from the corridor.  The room had originally been larger but a north

– south aligned wooden partition had been put up to create Room I to the west. Within

Room H there was an external window in the north wall and two internal windows in the

east and south walls.  The window in the east wall allowed light into the corridor and the

one in the south wall overlooked Room K. Room I appeared to be another work room.

A bench had been fitted along the full length of the west wall, and was well lit by the

large window above it.  There was also an external window in the north wall.  A wooden

half-glazed door and an internal window in the south wall, gave both access and light to

Room J.
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5.4.7 Building 2 – Rooms J and K (Fig. 8)

Room J was accessed from a western spur off the main corridor.  A wooden door on the

south side of the room entered the corridor.  This was next to a blocked up door that

would originally have accessed Room Y.  There was also a large external window in the

west wall.  Latterly the room had been used to store boxes of transfers.  Room J was

divided from Room K by a north – south aligned wooden partition.  The upper half of

this partition was glazed, with a wooden door at its north end.  Room K was fitted with

laboratory-style work benches along the south and east walls. Gas pipes with taps had

been fitted above the benches and a small sink was set into the bench on the east wall.  

5.4.8 Building 2 - Rooms M, N, and 0 (Fig. 8) 

Rooms M and N were accessed through wooden doors on the east side of the corridor

(L).  Room M was a small lobby that gave access to the roof through an original wood

panelled door in the east wall.  The northern wall was fixed with a row of fuse boxes and

there was an opening in the south wall into Room N.  Room N seemed to be a storage

room with floor to ceiling shelving on both the west and south walls.  The room had a

window in the east wall that also helped to light Room M.  Room O was a narrow

cupboard room with shelving fixed to the east wall.  

5.4.9 Building 2 - Rooms P, Q and R  (Fig. 8)

Corridor P was north east to south west aligned, branching off from the south end of

corridor L.  Like Corridor L, it was wood panelled, and terrazzo tiled.  The east end of

corridor P terminated in a half-glazed wooden door that opened into Room Q.  In Room

Q there was an external window on the north wall and both an internal window and a

wooden door into Room R on the west wall.  The south wall of Room R followed the

same alignment as corridor P and the corner between it and the west wall was curved.  A

window in the south wall overlooked corridor P.

5.4.10 Building 2 - Rooms S, T, U, V and W  (Fig. 8)

Room S was positioned in the south-east corner of the building, with access into corridor

P through a half-glazed wooden door in the north wall.  Like the ground floor a change of

alignment, from east – west to north east – south west was visible in the south wall, with

a window set into the north-east to south-west section.  The room had additional natural

light sources in the form of three circular sky lights over the east side of the room. Room
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T protruded into the north-west corner of Room S, with a half-glazed wooden door

between the two rooms in the south wall.  The east wall had a recess in it to create a

cupboard accessible from Room S.  There was a half-glazed wooden door through to

Room V in the west wall of Room T, next to an internal window.  There were also

internal windows in the north and east walls.  External light was admitted through a

circular sky light over the east half of the room.  Room U was accessed from Room V

through a wooden door in the north wall.  The spaces to either side of the door were fitted

with cupboards and the window extended across the entire south wall. Room V had

access on to corridor P through a half-glazed wooden door in the north wall, as well as

into Rooms T and U through doors in the east and south wall respectively.  There was an

internal window in the north wall, under which benches and shelves had been fitted.

These followed the curve of the wall into the north-west corner of the room.  Benches,

with shelves above, were also fitted against the south wall.  The room had a metal-framed

sliding window, which opened into Room W in the west wall, as well as a circular sky

light.  Room W was a hallway area in the south-west corner of the building that opened

off the west end of corridor P.  A kidney-shaped opening for the spiral staircase was

positioned centrally in the room.  This room had two large internal windows, looking into

Room Y to the north, and into Building 1a - Room D to the west, both possible

showrooms.  External windows were positioned in the west wall and along the full length

of the south wall.  Building 1a could be accessed through an open doorway in the west

wall.

5.4.11 Building 2 - Rooms X and Y (Fig. 8)

These rooms were both accessed from the north side of corridor P.  Room Y, at the west

side of the building, was accessed through a glazed door.  This door faced a blocked

doorway in the north wall, which would originally have given access to Room J.  The

rest of the north wall had been fitted with mirror-backed shelving, which extended along

the west wall and eventually turned east towards the middle of the room.  An external

window was positioned in the west wall and the large internal window looking through to

Room W, was in the south wall.  Room X was to the east of Room Y, between it and

corridor L.  It was accessed through a half-glazed wooden door, next to which was an

internal window, overlooking corridor P.  The chimney stack visible on the floors below

protruded from the east wall and shelves had been fitted to the spaces on either side.  A
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small opening window, hinged at the top, was in the north wall overlooking the westerly

spur off corridor D. A sink and kitchen work unit had been fitted along the west wall.

5.5 Building 3 (Figs. 7, 8 & 12; Plate 9) 

5.5.1 General description - Building 3 was an L-shaped block, built along the north and

east sides of the factory.  The north range was attached to Building 4 and the east range

was attached to Building 2.  Building 3 had a flat roof and was two storeys high.  It was

constructed with red bricks, largely in a stretcher bond, with flush mortar jointing.  Two

sections of building made up the north range, the easterly section having a slightly higher

roof line.  The south elevation of this section (Fig. 12, Plate 9) showed that the first floor

was constructed with a variation on English garden wall, with one header to four

stretchers.  Substantial parts of the ground floor of this section had been repaired or

modified with breeze blocks.  Repair or modification was also evident in the westerly

section of the north range.  In the south elevation a section of blue bricks could be seen at

the junction between the two sections, indicating that they were built in two separate

phases.  The west elevation of the east range also showed signs of repair or modification

with breeze blocks.  

5.5.2 The north range of Building 3 had seven rooms on the ground floor (A – G). Room

C was located at the west end of the north range, with Rooms D and G further to the east,

and Rooms E and F behind them to the north.  Rooms A and B where built to the south

side of Room C and could only be accessed from the courtyard.  On the first floor, Room

L extended from Building 4 in the west through to Rooms M, N and O in the east.  Room

K was at the south-west corner of Room L.  The east range of Building 3 consisted of

three stall like rooms on the ground floor, all aligned east to west (Rooms H – J), with

Rooms P and Q on the first floor.  The rooms on the ground floor all had bare brick walls

with concrete floors and walls, with the exception of Room A, which had walls of plaster

on brick and a wooden floor and ceiling. Unless otherwise stated the first floor rooms in

Building 3 had painted brick walls, plaster board ceilings and concrete floors. 

5.5.3 Building 3 - Rooms A, B and C (Fig. 7)

Room A was positioned at the junction between Buildings 3 and 4.  The north wall of

this room accommodated the change in alignment between the two buildings.  The point

at which the alignment changed was masked by a chimney breast in the middle of the
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wall. A blocked archway was visible in the north wall.  This would originally have

accessed Room C, but had been bricked up and then intersected by the east wall of Room

A.  An arched doorway in the east wall had also been bricked up.  A second doorway had

been inserted at the west end of the south wall next to a fixed-pane, wooden framed

window with brick sill and concrete lintel.  A brick segmental arch was visible above the

window on the external elevation, suggesting an earlier opening, probably a window.

Room B was open to the courtyard on its south side.  The east wall was constructed from

breeze block and may represent a later alteration or addition.  The other half of the

archway seen in Room A was also visible on the north wall. The remainder of the north

wall was constructed in breeze block with a partially blocked window and a blocked up

doorway further to the east, both of which would have entered Room C (Fig. 13).  Room

C could be accessed either from Building 4, through an opening in the west wall, or from

Room D, through a half-glazed wooden door in the east wall.  Besides the blocked

openings on the south wall previously mentioned, there was a bricked up window at the

west end of the north wall.  Further to the east was a small square niche in the wall,

approximately 1.50m from the ground.  A metal grate had been set at the front of the

niche and the brickwork at the back had a vitrified appearance (Plate 10).  

 

5.5.4 Building 3 - Rooms D, E, F and G (Fig. 7)

Room D was an L-shaped corridor room, between Room C to the east and Room G in

the west.  Much of the south wall in Room D had been constructed in breeze block, with

the exception of the eastern end that had been constructed in brick.  A second square

niche, also with a metal grating and evidence of burning, was seen in the north wall.

Breeze block partition walls had been constructed in the north-east corner of the room to

create Room E.  This room was accessed via a wooden door in the west wall and a

wooden double door in the south wall. Room G could be entered from Room D through

a wide doorway in the west wall.  The east range could be accessed through a doorway in

the south wall and Room F was entered through wooden double doors in the north wall.

An opening in the west wall had been blocked with breeze blocks and a wooden-framed

window with an opening top light had been inserted.   Room F was to the north of Room

G and was divided from it by a breeze-block partition.  There was a blocked doorway in

the east end of the north wall, which was positioned above the floor, at a level that would

have provided access onto the canal tow path. The ceiling in Room F, however, had been

constructed across the doorway making it unusable. Two concrete plinths were
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positioned on the east and west sides of the room, perhaps for securing machinery.  An

open lift with a metal lift cage was located in the south-west corner, giving access to the

first floor. 

5.5.5 Building 3 - Rooms H, I and J (Fig. 7)

Rooms H, I and J were all aligned east – west.  Painted brick walls formed the partitions

between the rooms, all of which were open to a connecting corridor on the east side.  In

both Rooms H and I, openings in the west end had been blocked with breeze block and

wooden-framed external windows with opening top lights had been inserted.  In Room J

the wall around the window in the west end was constructed from brick.  This small

fixed-pane window was set at a low level and overlooked Room F in Building 2.  The

north wall had been tiled and the south side of the room was open to Room A in Building

2.

5.5.6 Building 3 - Rooms K, L and M (Fig. 8)

Room L was a large north west to south east aligned room on the first floor of Building

3.  It extended from Building 4, through an opening in the west wall, to Room M at the

east end.  The northern side of the room was slightly longer that to the south, with the

junction between the two marked by a row of steel pillars, aligned north west to south

east. A wooden trap door in the north-west corner of the room gave access to the floor

below.  An external wooden double door was positioned centrally in the south wall, with

windows to either side.  The westerly window had fixed panes and the easterly window

had been bricked up.  A wooden door at the south end of the east wall gave access to the

external first floor walkway between Buildings 3 and 2.  Room K was positioned at the

west end of Room L and could be accessed from Room L through an open doorway in

the north wall.  The north wall showed the change in alignment between Building 3 and

Building 4, with a chimney breast positioned over the join.  The brick walls had been

plastered and the floor was wooden.  A wooden-framed window with opening top light

was positioned in the south wall and a cupboard filled with moulds was built into the

south-east corner, against the east wall.  Several fuse boxes and machine switches had

also been fixed to the east wall.  Room M had been separated from Room L with a metal

screen, recorded in a dilapidated state.  It is assumed that there was a doorway through

this screen to allow access between the two rooms.  Room M had wooden floor boards,

rather than a concrete floor as in the adjoining Room L.  The top of the doorway



15

Stoke-on-Trent Archaeology Report

Archaeological building recording at Caledonia Pottery, Caledonia Road, Shelton

observed in Room F on the ground floor was seen in the north wall of Room M. A lift in

the west wall provided access between Rooms F and M.  A wooden door in the south

wall would have connected Room M with Room N. 

5.5.7 Building 3 - Rooms N and O (Fig. 8)

Although Room N was inaccessible at the time of the survey, it could be deduced that it

formed an L-shape to the north and east of Room O.  It was entered from Room M, from

where a set of steps descended and a short corridor continued east to meet a door signed

as ‘LADIES’.  Room O was accessed through an external wooden door on the east side

of the first floor walkway between Buildings 2 and 3.  A short corridor on the north side

of the room opened onto two cubicles on the south side of the room.  The easterly cubicle

was fitted with a toilet and the westerly with two urinals and a basin.

5.5.8 Building 3 - Rooms P and Q (Fig. 8)

These rooms were in the east range of Building 3.  Both rooms were accessed from the

east side of the external walkway between Buildings 2 and 3.  An east to west aligned

brick wall formed the partition between the two rooms.  A wooden door at the west end

of this wall provided access between the two rooms.  Room P had a wooden-framed

window with an opening top light in the west wall.  On the same wall, the doorway from

the walkway showed alteration or repair with breeze block on its south side.  Plastic

pipes, with dried slip clay evident within them, were routed into the room through the

north wall, looped round and routed back again.  The floor had been surfaced with

ceramic tiles and a trough, supported in a free-standing wooden frame with wooden slats

over it, had been placed against the north wall.  This trough had been stacked with boxes

of moulds and transfers. Room Q had a fixed-pane window in the west wall, next to the

wood panelled door from the external walkway.  A second window in the south wall had

been blocked up.  The floor had been surfaced with ceramic tiles and fitted with a bench

seat along the north wall.  Scarring suggested that a sink had been fitted against the south

wall.

5.6 Building 4 (Figs. 7, 8, 10 & 13; Plates 11 & 12)

5.6.1 General description - Building 4 was built in the north-west quarter of the site.  It

comprised a rectangular block to the south and an L-shaped block to north.  Both blocks

were three storeys high.  The south block also had a basement, although this was
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inaccessible.  Building 4 had been constructed in red brick with a flat felt roof.  The south

block was built in English bond with flush mortar jointing and the north block was built

in English garden wall bond. The east elevation of the south block showed pilasters

between the windows and a moulded string course that extended above the ground floor

windows.  A second string course extended above the second floor windows in the south

part of the block only (Fig 13, Plate 11).  A single-storey extension, built from red bricks

in a stretcher bond with flush mortar jointing, had been built onto the east side of the

building.

5.6.2 On the ground floor the south block was divided into three rooms. Room A was

along the west side of the building with Rooms B and C to the east.  Room D occupied

the ground floor of the north block.  On the first floor there were six rooms (E –J) in the

south block and one Room (K) in the north block.  On the second floor, the south range

was narrower than on the floors below and incorporated rooms L – O.  Rooms  P and Q

were located on the second floor of the north block.

5.6.3 Building 4 - Rooms A, B and C (Fig. 7)

Room A extended from the loading bay to Room D.  It had bare brick walls and a

concrete floor and ceiling.  A wide opening in the south wall gave access to the raised

section of the loading bay.  The north end of the room continued through to Room D.

Three wooden-framed windows, with the openings hinged from the bottom, were situated

at a high level in the west wall.  Both this and the opposing wall were covered with

white, glazed tiles.  Machine switches were fitted to the east wall and a plastic pipe had

been inserted through from Room B.  A rough, unfinished opening had been made in the

east wall in order to gain access to Room B.  Room B also had access from the loading

bay, through a concertina door.  Two narrow fixed-pane windows with segmental

relieving arches above flanked this door. The exterior elevation showed a similar window

above the door, although this had been bricked up and was not visible internally (Plate

12).  Two further blocked windows with segmental arches in the east wall were only

visible externally.  The north wall was constructed from breeze block, suggesting a later

division from Room C.  Concrete plinths were found in a recessed area in the north-west

corner below an unglazed window.  Similar concrete plinths were also positioned against

the east wall.  A manhole in the south-east corner gave access to the Building 4

basement, although as the metal access ladder was unsafe, further investigation was not
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made.  A doorway at the north end of the east wall entered the extension on the east side

of Building 4.  A rectangular hole immediately inside the doorway revealed a sub-floor

level of approximately 0.30m in depth, which had been filled with moulds and pottery

waste.  Room C could be accessed from the Building 4 extension through a doorway in

the east wall.  There was a bricked-up window alongside this door and a second doorway

in the north wall that accessed Room D.  A concrete plinth in the north-west corner of the

room may have provided a base for machinery and shelving placed against the south wall

had been stacked with moulds.  Like Room B there were rectangular holes in the floor

that showed a sub floor level that had been filled with moulds and pottery waste

5.6.4 Building 4 - Room D (Fig. 7)

Room D occupied the ground floor of the L-shaped block in the north of Building 4.  It

was a long room that extended from Room A round to Building 3 in the east.  The south

section was divided from the north by a row of east – west aligned brick columns. In the

south section of the room a wide doorway in the east wall gave access to the courtyard,

and a window in the west wall continued in line with those in Room A.  A square block,

incorporating the lift shaft and stairs to the first and second floors, was built against the

south wall. In the north section of the room a glass-brick sky light provided extra light in

the north-west corner.  A ceramic sink had been fitted below a wooden framed window

in the south wall, and brick drainage channels continued from the sink eastwards along

this wall.  Plastic slip pipes could be seen in the ceiling, extending through from the first

floor.

5.6.5 Building 4 extension (Fig. 7)

This comprised two rooms built to the east of Rooms B and C.  The rooms were divided

by an east – west aligned wall, with an open doorway at the west end allowing access

between the two.  The north room was open to the courtyard on its east side.  An open

doorway entered Room C and a window in the north wall had been blocked up.  The

south room could be accessed via a ramp from the courtyard that extended along the east

side of Room B.  The south side of the room was open to this ramp.  A door in the west

wall accessed Room B and a window had been blocked up on the opposite wall.
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5.6.6 Building 4 - Rooms E, F and G (Fig. 8)

Room E was a first floor room in the south-east corner of the south block.  It could be

accessed from Room G through an open doorway in the north wall.  A fixed pane internal

window was immediately to the east of this door.  This wall was butted against the west

wall, suggesting a later division.  An open arched doorway in the west wall entered

Room J.  This wall was thicker than most other internal walls in the building, 0.34m

rather than 0.23m, suggesting that it was originally an external wall.  The room had been

floored with red ceramic tiles. Three original wooden framed windows were situated on

the south wall, the middle of which had an opening top light.  On the east wall there was

a casement window within a narrow segmental-arched aperture.  A later plaster board

partition had been constructed in the north east corner to create Room F, and this

incorporated a second casement window in the east wall, again within a segmental-

arched aperture.  Room G was to the north of Room E and like it was floored with red

ceramic tiles.  A wooden sliding door in the north wall gave access to Room K and there

was a wooden external door towards the south end of the east wall. At the far south end

of the east wall there was a metal rung ladder and a hatch up to the second floor.  There

were also two segmental arched windows in this wall.  A large cylindrical tank was

placed between them.  The west wall had three blocked windows within it.

5.6.7 Building 4 - Rooms H, I and J (Fig. 8)

These rooms were built on the west side of Building 4, alongside rooms E and G.  Room

H was the most northerly of these rooms.  A wooden door in the north wall gave access

to Room K in the L-shaped block and another in the south wall entered Room I.  Three

wooden-framed windows with casement openings were situated in the west wall, with

two loose spray booths below them.  A ceramic sink had been built into the north west

corner, between the window and the door.  Room I was between Room H and Room J.

The south wall of this room was a later plasterboard partition with a wooden door that

opened into Room J.  It was floored with red ceramic tiles, as was Room J.  Room J had

just one wooden-framed window in the south wall.

5.6.8 Building 4 - Room K (Fig. 8)

This room had the same basic layout as Room D below.  In the south section of the room,

the lift shaft and stairs were against the south wall. A set of wooden external double

doors was located in the east wall.  There was a fixed-pane window to either side of the
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double door with a ceramic sink below the more northerly window.  Brick drain channels

had been built along the wall underneath the sink.  At the west end of the room was a

long window with opening top lights that extended most of the way along the wall.  An

east- west aligned row of steel columns (each 0.20m wide) divided the south section of

the room from the north.  A glass-brick window was built into the north wall with two

low concrete walls or machine stands set below.  Further to the east large metal plates in

the floor may have provided fixings for machinery.  At the west end of the room, plastic

slip pipes extended through the ceiling from the floor above and were routed east.  It

seems probable that they would have connected with the pipes seen in Room P, Building

3.  A wooden sliding door in the west wall gave access to the Rooms in Building 3.  

5.6.9 Building 4 - Rooms L, M, N and O (Fig. 10)

These rooms were built directly above Rooms E, F and G on the first floor and Rooms B

and C on the ground floor.  The extent of these rooms may correlate to the original foot-

print of the building.  Room L was at the south end of the building.  It was entered from

Room M through an open doorway in the north wall.  There were three windows in the

south wall and two in the east, all with original wooden frames and opening top lights.

Those on the east wall had sloping brick sills. The room had wooden floor boards and a

slightly raised area had been built in wood along the west wall.  Plastic slip pipes fixed to

the ceiling were routed north through Room M and into Room P. Within Room M was

an open doorway in the north wall through to Room P, and a hatch in the south-east

corner with a ladder down to Room G.  Three wooden-framed windows were in the east

wall, with slots to the side, for blinds or perhaps shelving.  The opposing wall divided

Room M from Room N.  The partition had a door at each end and two fixed wooden

framed windows within it.  A fuse box and electrical resistor had been fixed against the

north wall in Room N.  There were two windows on the west wall, overlooking the roof.

A door at the north end of this wall gave access to Room O.  Room O was a breeze block

extension with a door in the south wall that opened onto the roof. 

5.6.10 Building 4 - Room P and Q (Fig. 10)

These rooms occupied the second floor of the L-shaped block at the north end of

Building 4.  Room P incorporated the lift shaft and stairs on the south wall.  A set of

wooden double doors with fixed-pane windows to either side of it was on the east wall.

The east wall continued as a plaster-board partition, with an open doorway between
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Rooms P and Q.  Both the north and west walls had large fixed windows that extended

across most of the length of each wall.  A row of steel pillars extended east – west across

the room.  In Room Q there were two external fixed windows, one on the east wall and

one on the south.  Plastic pipes continued from Room M and along the north side of both

Rooms P and Q, smaller flexible pipes were set at intervals along the main pipe.  Holes

in the floor indicated where the main pipes would have branched down and through the

floor to the rooms below.

6.0 Phasing (Fig. 14)

6.1 Phase 1 – 1880-1900 

Phase 1 actually represents two periods of building, both of which took place between the

factory’s construction sometime after 1880 and its appearance on the OS edition of 1900

(Fig. 3). It was not possible to establish a more precise date for these two periods and,

consequently, they are presented here as Phase 1a and Phase1b. 

6.1.1 Phase 1a (elements apparently modified by 1900)

This was the initial phase of the factory’s operation and could be determined from

elements within Buildings 3 and 4.

Building 3. The northern half of the south-east to north-west aligned range (Rooms C, D,

E and F) appear to form an earlier building, constructed prior to the addition of Room A

(and K above) to the south west. A blocked archway, which would have originally

provided at entrance from the yard, was recorded in the south wall of Room C. This had

been blocked during the construction of Room A. In Room F a doorway in the north wall

would have provided access onto the canal tow path, but it had been effectively blocked

by the installation of a wooden floor for Room M above.  This may suggest that the room

was originally two storeys in height. It is unclear when this alteration took place, but the

first floor room may have been created in response to a pressure on space in the works,

combined with a move away from the canal as an important means of bringing goods in

and out.

Building 4. There was some evidence to suggest that the area occupied by Rooms B and

C on the ground floor, and the rooms directly above them (G, E, F, L, M and N), possibly

represented a discrete structure which formed part of the original factory layout. The
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west walls in both Rooms B and E were thick enough to have been external walls (Figs. 7

and 8). The blocked windows in the west wall of Room G may also suggest that this was

once an external wall. 

6.1.2 Phase 1b (layout illustrated on the 1900 OS map)

Building 1. The 1900 OS map (Fig. 3) shows a narrow south west – north east aligned

building in the location of Building 1. No trace of this earlier building, however, was

found during the survey, with all structural evidence indicating that Building 1 was built

in a single event, rather than in two phases (see below Phase 3).

Building 2. The area now occupied by Building 2 was, on the 1900 OS map, the site of a

linear, north - south aligned building, with a possibly separate block positioned at its

northern end.

Building 3. Rooms A and K had been added to the south side of the range formed by

Rooms F, E, D and C by the time of the 1900 OS map (Fig.3). The archway into Room C

was blocked in order to add Room A, the east wall of which intersects the archway.

Room A and Room K both had fireplaces and may have been used as offices or small

workshops. Latterly Room A had been furnished as a carpenter’s workshop.  

Building 4. The 1900 OS map (Fig. 3) shows that the building was extended to the east to

form the block represented by Rooms A, B, C, E, F, G, H, I and J. It could be

differentiated from the phase 4 elements of the building (see below Phase 4) through

brick colour and bonding, arched windows and decorative moulding.  An L-shaped block

is shown attached to the north, which appears much narrower than that recently recorded

and no structural evidence for it was seen.  It is possible that it was entirely demolished

and rebuilt. 

6.2 Phase 2 – 1900-1924 

No physical evidence for this phase of activity was identified on site and can only be

reconstructed from map evidence. Most of the range in the area of Building 2 on the 1900

OS map had been demolished by the time of the 1924 OS edition (Fig. 4), although the

small block remained. Another small square block had been constructed to the east of the

south-eastern corner of Building 4. 
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6.3 Phase 3 – 1924-1937

This phase saw the extension of Building 1 to the north and the construction of Building

2.

Building 1. Building achieved its present form by the time of the 1937 OS map (Fig. 5).

This seems to have constituted a complete rebuild rather than the extension (as is perhaps

suggested by the 1937 OS map) of the earlier structure indicated on the 1900 OS map.

The fabric of Building 1 displayed no evidence of having been constructed in two phases

and, in addition, details such as windows and window and door sills were consistent

across all elevations in which they featured. The architectural style of the building owes

much to the early 20th century, suggesting that the re-building operation took place closer

to 1924 than to1937.  

Judging from the size of the rooms and the materials with which they were finished, the

building seems primarily to have been used for offices. Given its position next to the

Caledonia Road entrance it was probably also a reception for the works.  Rooms E and F

were spacious enough for small-scale storage or production, and goods could be loaded

from the courtyard through the two openings in the north wall.

Building 2.The 1937 OS map shows a square block in place by 1937, which can be

equated with the north section of the building now occupied by Room A on the ground

floor and Rooms G-O, Q, R, X and Y on the first floor (Fig. 5).  There is little evidence

to suggest the original use for the rooms in this part of the building, although it seems

probable that Room A, with large space for machinery, ramped vehicle access and the

nearby storage in the basement, would have been suitable for production. The large

bright rooms on the first floor, fitted with benches, were probably used as work rooms.

The benches fitted in Rooms G and K, were also fitted with gas taps (one in G and two in

K), perhaps used in the testing of colours and/or glazes? The smaller, narrow, first floor

rooms, with extensive shelving, such as E, F and G seem to have been designed for

storage.

Buildings 3 and 4 seem to have remained largely unaltered during this phase, although

the 1937 OS map (Fig. 5) does show some modification of the western end of Building 3.
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6.4 Phase 4 - 1937-1950

This phase again incorporates two periods of activity: Phase 4a, which saw the extension

of Building 3 to east; and Phase 4b during which Building 3 was extended to the south

and Building 4 to south and the east.

6.4.1 Phase 4a

Building 3. The east range, connecting Building 3 to Building 2, had been built by the

time of the 1950 OS map (Fig. 6). The first floor level of this extension was lower than

that of the earlier north range, requiring steps down from Room L to the external

walkway on the west side of the east range and into Room N.

6.4.2 Phase 4b

Building 3. The 1950 OS map also shows that the north range of this building was

extended to the south (Fig. 6).  However, it is likely that this section, incorporating

ground floor Rooms B and D and the southern half of first floor Room L, was

constructed after the east range and built between it and Room A to the west. The

irregularity of the junction between the north range and the east range, as well as the

section of blue brickwork seen on the south elevation between ground floor Rooms A

and B (Fig. 12; Plate 9), would suggest that the building was extended into this

awkwardly-shaped space.  

Building 4. By 1950, this building had been extended to the north to link up with

Building 3.  Once enlarged, Building 4 would have provided a large production space,

possibly linked with the processes carried out in Building 3, given the through access

between the two buildings.  The single-storey extension on the eastern side of Building 4

also appears to have been constructed during this phase. The decorative moulding at

ground floor level continues along the outside of Rooms B and C within the Building 4

extension, showing that it was a later addition.

6.5 Phase 5  - Post 1950

Building 1a and a southerly extension to Building 2 were built along Caledonia Road.  A

small single-storey extension was built on the north side of Building 2.



24

Stoke-on-Trent Archaeology Report

Archaeological building recording at Caledonia Pottery, Caledonia Road, Shelton

Building 1. It seems likely that the first floor rooms were altered at the same time as

Building 1a was constructed, in order to create access between the two buildings.  The

later partition in Room K formed Room L, a corridor leading to the newer office

accommodation in Building 1a and Building 2.  Later alterations are harder to date.  The

partition walls in Rooms E and F on the ground floor were perhaps constructed in order

to house fuse boxes and a capacitor in Room D and gas boilers in Room G.  The

openings in the north wall of Rooms E and F were blocked off from the loading bay area,

perhaps when the raised platform was built, making them inaccessible.

Building 1a. Building 1a was constructed after 1950 to link Buildings 1 and 2. Rooms B

and C were purpose-built toilets and Room D, with the large internal window in the east

wall, was identified as a showroom.  This room was designed to be viewed from Room

W in Building 2 and, as such, it seems likely that they were part of the same phase of

building. 

Building 2. This was extended as far as Caledonia Road to the south, apparently to

provide office and welfare facilities, as well as a purpose-built show room in Room Y.

There is no evidence to suggest that their use has changed since.  In order to extend

Building 2, rooms Q, R, X and Y (originally within the boundary of the square Phase 3

building) were probably altered in order to accommodate the different alignment seen in

the Phase 5 building.  A single-storey extension housing Room F was also constructed at

the north end of Building 2 during this phase.

Building 3. Given the use of breeze block as building material it is likely that the internal

alteration and subdivision within this building was carried out during this phase. The

breeze-block walls seem to have been inserted in order to create Rooms D, E and F from

the Phase 1a range.  

7.0 Discussion

7.1 The Caledonia Pottery was established in the late 19th century as a mill for the

processing of raw materials used in the pottery industry. By the 1960s, it produced frits,

complete glazes and zirconium opacifiers, under the ownership of Podmore and Sons

Ltd.  Latterly the site was used by Caledonia Pottery Ltd as a site of pottery manufacture.

The works was well positioned to take advantage of both road and canal links, sited as it
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was between the Caldon Canal and the Caledonia Road.  Much of the courtyard layout of

the factory had been developed by 1900 and it is interesting to note that there was a

larger concentration of buildings on the north side of the site at this time, underlining the

canal’s importance in transporting materials and finished goods in and out of the works.

By 1900, Buildings 1, 3 and 4 occupied the south, north and west sides of the factory

respectively.  The courtyard arrangement was further developed with the addition of

Building 2 by 1937, extensions to Buildings 3 and 4 by 1950, and to Building 2 after

1950.  The arrangement of the buildings in a courtyard was an efficient use of space.  It

allowed both the control of access onto the site and a continuity of flow in the production

process, whether this was the processing of raw materials or pottery manufacture (Baker

1991, 49).  

7.2 Unfortunately little evidence relating specifically to the processing of flint and stone

(grinding pans, settling tanks etc.) or to the production of frits and glazes (ball mills,

crucible furnaces/ rotary kilns etc.) was found. It can only be assumed that the evidence

for these processes was stripped away as the factory changed in use. Nor is there

evidence that the buildings on the Caledonia Pottery required particular structural

alteration as they changed in use.  The buildings provided large production spaces

suitable for machinery on the ground floor of Building 2 and in Buildings 3 and 4, with

storage in the basement of Building 2 and on the ground floor of Buildings 1, 3 and 4.

Smaller, brighter work rooms were provided on the first floor of Building 2 and the first

and second floors of Building 4.  Office accommodation was provided in Buildings 1, 1a

and 2, with show rooms in the latter two.  Although these buildings were all extended at

some point, this seems to have been done in a similar style and to have provided similar

spaces, suggesting that generic factory spaces were suitable for all the processes involved

in each phase of use.

7.3 Much of the expansion of the factory took place in the production areas, between

1924 and 1950.  During this period, new production areas had been established in

Buildings 2, 3 and 4.  This work may have been done in response to the introduction of

more modern techniques for processing raw materials, probably requiring more space. At

some point after 1950 the factory changed from raw material production to pottery

manufacture. This is indicated by the developments during this phase, which seem to

have concentrated on the expansion of the public and administrative sections of the
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factory.  The new buildings provided space for offices and show rooms, likely to have

been used in the sale of an end product rather than materials used in the pottery industry.

In terms of production spaces this change in use seems to have meant surprisingly little

alteration to the buildings, perhaps because by this time the factory could use small

modern gas or electric kilns.

7.4 The fixtures and artefacts found within the recorded buildings seem largely to have

related to pottery manufacture. At the Caledonia Pottery the flow of processes seems to

have worked roughly clockwise around the courtyard.  Most of the production processes

seem to have taken place in Buildings 3 and 4.  There was through access between these

buildings on all floors, making it possible to link the processes on a production line.  The

network of plastic pipes containing slip clay, would suggest that slip casting was the

main manufacturing technique used.  These were routed from the second floor of

Building 4, down to the first floor within the L-shaped block to the north.  From here

they ran around to Room P in Building 3 and then back again and down to the ground

floor of Building 4.  The moulds used in slip casting were found in Room P of Building

3, along with a wooden rack and trough, used for drying.  Moulds were also found in

Room C of Building 4.  Decoration of the pottery may have been done on the first and

second floors of Building 4; ware boards of green pottery (teapots, milk jugs and sugar

bowls) and booths for spraying glazes were seen in Rooms M and H respectively.  Boxes

of transfer prints were found stored in Room J in Building 2 and Room P in Building 3,

but there was no evidence to suggest where these were applied. Concrete plinths in

Buildings 3 and 4 and wall-mounted electrical switches in Building 2, suggest possible

positions for machinery or kilns, however only Buildings 2 and 4 would have provided

large enough spaces to fix the latter.  Storage was most likely located in the basement and

possibly the ground floor of Building 2, where finished teapots were found stacked.

Access into the basement was facilitated by a hoist and the ground floor had vehicle

access.  Office accommodation remained in Building 1, but was probably superseded by

the offices and show rooms in Building 2.

8.0 Conclusions

8.1 Archaeological building recording at the Caledonia Pottery has produced evidence to

support and in some instances supplement, the chronological development of the works

that is shown on the OS maps of 1900-1950.  Despite changes in use throughout its
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active life, the works appeared to have undergone comparatively few structural

alterations in response to these changes, illustrating the adaptability of the buildings for

use by different sectors of the pottery industry.

8.2 Identifying the particular uses of the buildings and rooms, particularly for the earlier

periods, proved difficult as most plant and machinery relating to all but the latest phase

of production had been removed. Some indication of both production methods and flow

for this most recent period was achieved, but this was incomplete. 

8.3 The north-Staffordshire pottery industry of the early-mid 20th-century remains

comparatively neglected by historians and archaeologists. In prospect, the recording of

small, common place works of the period, such as the Caledonia Pottery, appear to offer

a rich source of information for the industry at this time and, more specifically, for

ancillary industries such as colour and glaze preparation. The recording of the Caledonia

Pottery has, however, illustrated that these processes can leave little visible trace on the

fabric of the buildings within which they were housed. Consequently, although buildings

such as the Caledonia offer a useful insight into the architectural styles and types of

working environment present in 20th-century factories, when significantly stripped of

fixtures and machinery they are of limited use in determining the division of labour and

processes within them, and how this may have changed over time. 
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FIG. 1
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FIG. 2
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FIG. 3

Detail from 1900 OS map

FIG. 4

Detail from 1924 OS map
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FIG. 5

Detail from 1937 OS map

FIG. 6

Detail from 1950 OS map
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FIG. 7

Ground floor plan of Caledonia Pottery

(shading is provided to distinguish the limits

of the building units)
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FIG. 8

First floor plan of Caledonia Pottery (shading is

provided to distinguish the limits of the building

units)
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FIG. 9

Plan of Building 2 basement, accessed from Room A
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FIG. 10

Second floor plan of Building 4
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FIG. 11

South-facing elevation of Building 1
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FIG. 12

South-facing elevation of Building 3, north range
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FIG. 13

East-facing elevation of Building 4, east range
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FIG. 14

Phase plan
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FIG. 15

Positions from which plate photographs were taken
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PLATE 1

Caledonia Pottery, facing south onto Caledonia Road

PLATE 2

Caledonia Pottery, looking north into the courtyard
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PLATE 3

Building 1, south-facing elevation, west end

PLATE 4

Building 1a, south-facing elevation



44

Stoke-on-Trent Archaeology Report

Archaeological building recording at Caledonia Pottery, Caledonia Road, Shelton

PLATE 5

Building 2, south-facing elevation, west end

PLATE 6

Building 2, west-facing elevation
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PLATE 7

Building 2 basement, chimney base

PLATE 8

Building 2 basement, archway and tunnel, possibly connected to Building 1
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PLATE 9

Building 3 north range, south-facing elevation (blue brickwork between Rooms A & B is

indicated)

PLATE 10

Building 3, Room C, niche in north wall
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PLATE 11

Building 4 west range, east-facing elevation

PLATE 12

Building 4 west range, south-facing elevation
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