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Summary

A rapid walk-over survey was carried out ahead of a tree-planting scheme at Muie Grazings, Sutherland.  Of 
the six proposed planting areas surveyed, five were clear of archaeology but one was found to contain 
prehistoric field clearance cairns, substantial banks, and a marker stone.   
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Aims and objectives 

� To minimise any possible delay or cost to the forestry scheme by anticipating archaeological requirements as far 
as possible, timetabling and integrating archaeological recording work with the project, and dealing with any 
issues arising quickly and efficiently. 

� To determine as far as possible the character, extent, condition, date and significance of any archaeologically 
significant remains; and to preserve these where possible and record where necessary in line with national and 
local policies and standards.  
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Site Location 

The six survey areas for planting are located in SE Sutherland, between the villages of Lairg and Rogart.  The 
sites, each one situated approximately 0.25 to 0.35km from each other, are centred on east of Loch Craggie.  
The survey location was accessed from Muie, 3.5km to the southeast, via a gravel track alongside Loch Muie, 
after which the natural routes in the landscape were followed.  All of the terrain covered comprised hilly 
heather moorland.  Low lying areas outside the proposed planting areas have been subject to modern drainage 
(see cover photograph). 

Figure 1  Site location
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Introduction

An archaeological walkover survey was conducted on 20 October 2010 in advance of a new woodland 
creation scheme under the Scottish Rural Development Programme (SRDP). 

Figure 2  Proposed  Planting Scheme 
Courtesy of client 

Policy Background 
The Scottish Government’s  Scotland Rural Development Plan (SRDP) is a programme of economic, 
environmental and social measures, worth some £1.5 billion, designed to develop rural Scotland from 2007 to 
2013. Individuals and groups may seek support to help deliver the Government's strategic objectives in rural 
Scotland.  It covers all aspects of rural land management, including forestry1

It is the responsibility of land managers in receipt of grant under the scheme need to ensure as far as possible 
that archaeological sites and historic buildings (the historic environment) should not be damaged by changes 
in land management.  This survey was commissioned to provide baseline information on any cultural heritage 
features that might be impacted by the planting scheme. 

1 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/farmingrural/SRDP 
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Historical and Archaeological Background 

The sites are located in the historical parish of Rogart in southeast Sutherland, east of the parish of Lairg. 
The 18th century description of the Parish of Rogart in Old Statistical Account states, “there are traces of 
encampments, with many tumuli, and the remains of Pictish buildings almost everywhere2.”  The landscape of 
Rogart, as well as the landscape of Lairg to the east, still contains a large number of prehistoric sites.  In 
particular, there are numerous areas containing the remains of hut circles and field systems dating from the 
Neolithic to the Iron Age.   

The area formed part of the Sutherland Estates, and was subject to clearances for sheep farming in the 19th c.. 

Methodology

Desk-based assessment 
A desk-based assessment was conducted prior to commencement of the survey in order to assess the 
archaeological potential of the area based on previously recorded sites and any historical documentation. 

A check was made of all relevant records from the Highland Historic Environment Record (HHER), National 
Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS), Highland Council Archives and Historic Scotland’s records of 
scheduled monuments and listed buildings.  Online aerial photographs were checked for any relevant site 
information and historical maps were referenced from the National Library of Scotland Map Library online 
and at the Highland Archives in Inverness on 27 October 2010.

Prior to the walkover survey, the First and Second Edition Ordnance Survey maps were checked online at 
National Library of Scotland, aerial photographs were checked online at Bing Maps3and Where’s the Path?4.

Walkover Survey 
The archaeological walkover survey was conducted 20 October 2010 across six areas totalling to 33.57 
hectares.  Each area was located on foot and checked in entirety for any evidence of archaeological remains. 

Survey and recording methods from the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 
Scotland (RCAHMS)5 were employed and all work was conducted in strict adherence to the Institute for 
Archaeologists (IfA)’ Code of Conduct6.

Each individual feature was recorded on a Windows-based handheld computer on ArcPad software using 
DGPS positioning and digital photography, where possible.  Details of archaeological sites identified are 
listed in Appendix 1.  

                                                     
2 McLeod, Aeneas. The Statistical Account of 1791-1799, Parish of Rogart, Vol. 77: 567. 

3 http://www.bing.com/maps 
4 http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm
5 RCAHMS, Survey and Recording Policy, 2004. 

6 IfA, By-laws of the Institute for Archaeologists: Code of Conduct, 2009.
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Results

Desk-based Assessment 

Historical mapping 
The 1st edition 6 inch to 1 mile OS map7 depicts an area of hut circles northwest of Loch Craggie (about 
2.4km west of the closest survey area), and the portion of track followed by the surveyors from Muie 
northwest to the haugh. 

The map also shows the remains of a deserted (unroofed) settlement at Craggie, 1 km southwest of the survey 
areas.  Nearby is the sheepfold that replaced it.  Cragy is also shown on Joan Blaeu’s 17th century map of 
Scotland8 and is depicted as three buildings with associated rig and furrow on William Roy’s late 18th century 
map of Scotland (Figure 3).   A deserted farmstead is also shown northeast of Loch Craggie, at Raon na Beirn, 
together with another sheepfold. 

Figure 3  Extract from Roy’s Map 1747-55 
Roy, William. Military Survey of Scotland, 1747-1755. See http://geo.nls.uk/roy-highlands/

415m east of the easternmost planting area, Achach na Teanga (Hill field of the Tongue) is shown on the 1st

edition map and also modern maps.  It has given its name to the nearby burn (Allt Achach na Teanga).  These 
hill fields represent areas that have been improved and cultivated on an out-field basis over many centuries, 
and are often associated with Bronze and Iron Age settlements and Medieval or later shielings - as seems to be 
the case here.  However, there were no sites documented within the survey areas themselves on historical 
maps. 

                                                     
7 Sutherland Sheet XCV surveyed 1873   
8 Blaeu, Joan. Atlas of Scotland, 1654. 
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Figure 4  Extract from 1st edition OS 6 inch map (National Grid and Planting / Survey Areas overlaid) 
Sutherland Sheet XCV surveyed 1873  (Not to original scale.) 

Highland Historic Environment Record (HHER) 

The following sites (locations shown in Figure 5 below) were found near the survey areas and were checked 
for any relevant information prior to fieldwork: 

1) MHG28496  NC 6539 0759  Clearance cairns and lynchets 

A number of small clearance cairns and traces of lynchets on SW-facing slopes, recorded by the RCAHMS in 
1995.  The grid reference given is close to the NW edge of  Survey Area 2.  This site was located during the 
present field survey:  see below

2) MHG28495  NC 6559 0735  Clearance cairns and lynchets 

A group of structures comprising a hut circle, building and at least thirteen shielings, standing within an area 
of small field clearance cairns, all enclosed by a dyke.   

3) MHG28493  NC 6559 0697  Burnt Mound 
A large C-shaped burnt mound situated beside a burn; measures from 14.4m from N-S to 14.2m transversely 
and stands 2m in height.  There appears to have been a series of troughs to the S side of the site and within the 
centre of the mound.   
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4) MHG28492   
MHG41368  NC 6576 0702  Hut circle and field clearance cairns 

A hut circle overlain by the remains of two sub-rectangular stone-built huts.  The hut circle measures 8.1m in 
diameter with a 1.1m-thick wall with some facing stones visible.  Situated on the slopes to the N and W are 
two groups of small cairns, each spread across an area of about 0.4ha.  

Figure 5  Location of survey areas (green) and HHER sites (red)

5) MHG36655  NC 6598 0727  Hut Circles 

Two hut circles were identified during a rapid walkover survey for a Woodland Grant Scheme project 
undertaken by J Wordsworth in 20009

6) MHG28494  NC 6597 0728  Burnt mound 

A C-shaped burnt mound situated on the N bank of the Allt Achadh na Teanga; measuring 9.4m from NE to 
SW by 7.8m transversely surviving to 0.6m in height; possible trough to SE side.  This was visited during the 
present survey:  see below.

7) MHG42134;  
MHG28470  NC 6622 0742  Settlement 

Two buildings, one partly overlain by a corn-drying kiln, and the remains of two small enclosures; situated W 
of Achadh na Teanga.

                                                     
9 NMRS NC60NE 68; Wordsworth, J (2000) 'Leataidh and Muie common grazings, Rogart, Highland (Rogart parish), survey', 
Discovery Excav Scot, vol.1
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8) MHG28491  NC 6588 0744  Hut circles 

Three hut circles, situated on heather-covered terraces, with two small cairns and a possible lynchet in the 
surrounding landscape.   

9) MHG25243 
MHG10411  NC 6659 0759  Township/ Hut circle 

The remains of a township comprised of seven building, a kiln and two areas of rig cultivation and a number 
of small enclosures, all enclosed by earth and stone head dykes.  A hut circle is located towards the SE edge of 
the township.

10) MHG12729  NC 6459 0638  Hut circle 

A hut circle, 11m by 8.5m, on a SE-facing slope within an area containing five clearance cairns.   

Walkover Survey 

Weather conditions: Heavy snow and moderate winds in the morning; clear and calm by mid-day. 

A group of field clearance cairns and burnt mound, identified by the desk-based assessment (Nos.1 and 6) 
were located in the field and their location and extent were recorded and photographed.  

Four previously unrecorded sites or archaeological areas were found; all within Survey Area 2 (see Figure 6 
below).

Each of the other five survey areas was found to be under deep heather and no visible archaeological sites 
were identified.  Unfortunately it was not possible to photograph these. 

Plate 1  Field clearance cairns 1g (foreground) and 1a within Site 1 (Photo 9) 
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1)  Clearance cairns  NC 6539 0759 

The previously recorded group of field clearance cairns (see above) was found to extend into Survey Area 2 
and was found to more extensive than expected.  See notes below to sites 7, 9, 10, 13, 14.  

6)  Burnt Mound NC 6597 0728 

This previously recorded site lies 285m SE of the edge of Survey Area 2.  This was photographed during the 
walk-in (Plate 2).  Burnt mounds are generally thought to be later Bronze Age in date.  They consist of a 
horseshoe-shaped heap of fire-cracked stones beside a stream, and were probably used for cooking. 

Plate 2  Burnt Mound (Site 6) 

7)  Settlement  NC 6622 0742 

This previously recorded site lies 440m E of the edge of Survey Area 2 and was not visited.  However more 
clearance cairns were noted here, standing above the surrounding vegetation, no doubt related to the field 
system recorded by the RCAHMS (Site 1). 

Previously unrecorded sites: 

11)  Upright stone NC 6558 0758 

This site was recorded during the survey.  It consisted of a single upright stone standing to approximately 
0.3m high above a mound of grass-covered packing stones at its base (See Plate 3 below).  It appears regular 
in shape and there was no record of this site on early maps or during the 1995 RCAHMS survey.  It is 
probably a modern marker stone, as it marks the highest point of the hill on which it is situated. 

12) Clearance cairns NC 6547 0759 

A group of clearance cairns was recorded here.  They appear to form part of the field system recorded by 
RCAHMS in 1995 (Site 1).  The cairns were heather- and moss-covered and at times difficult to distinguish in 
the open moorland and high heather although some clearly stood above the level of the surrounding 
vegetation. 
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Plate 3  Upright stone (Site 11) 

13)  Clearance cairns NC 6561 0753 

A group of clearance cairns was recorded here.  They appear to form part of the field system recorded by 
RCAHMS in 1995 (Site 1).  The cairns were heather- and moss-covered and at times difficult to distinguish in 
the open moorland and high heather although some clearly stood above the level of the surrounding 
vegetation.  See plate 4. 

14)  Lynchets or boundary banks NC 6546 0751

Two parallel linear banks were noted on an ENE-WSW alignment, probably associated with the areas of 
clearance cairns on the hill.  Covered in heather and moss, the features appear as turf and boulder banks, one 
at the base of the hillslope and the second situated 35m upslope of the first.  Both are in a degraded state and 
only a portion of them remains.  These may be some of the lynchets noted by the RCAHMS (Site 1), although 
the lowest (southernmost) bank seems more likely to be a boundary.  See plate 5. 

Discussion

The Lairg and Rogart parishes are well known for prehistoric archaeological remains, and Survey Area 2 is 
within a Bronze Age / Iron Age landscape extending to its south and east across the Allt Achach na Teanga. 

Within the other survey areas, the surveyors noted that the terrain mostly consisted of shallow peat 
surrounding bedrock outcrops, which would not have been easily cultivable in prehistory.   
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Plate 4  View NW across site 13 to upright stone (11). 

Plate 5  Linear bank (Site 14) 
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Figure 6  Archaeological Sites within Survey Area 2 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

Due to the extensive field system remains identified across Survey Area 2, we recommend that a 20-metre 
buffer zone be maintained around the sites recorded here.  The result is shown in Figure 7 below. 
Unfortunately this has a major effect on this planting area, and given the possibility that further archaeological 
remains are hidden beneath the peat and high heather, we would advise that – if possible - consideration be 
given to shifting the plantation area northward where the surveyors did not notice any archaeological remains. 

As there is considerable archaeological evidence here, especially to the SE of the planting areas, we also 
recommend that access routes to the sites involving vehicles and machinery be identified and checked by an 
archaeologist before the start of work on site. 

Archive Location 

The digital archive is held by Highland Archaeology Services, Cromarty, Ross-shire. 
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Figure 7  proposed safeguarding areas within Area 2 (red) 
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APPENDIX  1:  GAZETTEER of Archaeological sites 

Site
No 

Survey 
type Grid ref HHER No. Recorded as Period Survey result Dimensions Condition Photo 

No.

1 Desk / 
field NC 6539 0759 MHG28496 Clearance cairns 

and lynchets 

Bronze Age –  
Iron Age (c. 
4,400 – 1,500 
years ago) 

Moss and heather-
covered field clearance 
cairns between 2.5-
4.5m in diameter, 
situated between 
238m-265m OD on a 
SW-facing slope 

2.5-4.5m 
diameter, 
0.8-1.2m 
height 

Degraded 9 

2 Desk 
only NC 6559 0735 MHG28495 Clearance cairns 

and lynchets 

Bronze Age –  
Iron Age (c. 
4,400 – 1,500 
years ago) 

(Outwith survey area:  
not visited)  -   -   -  

3 Desk / 
field NC 6559 0697 MHG28493 Burnt Mound 

Bronze Age 
(c. 4,400-

2,700 years 
ago) 

(Outwith survey area:  
not visited)  -   -   -  

4 Desk 
only NC 6576 0702 MHG28492; 

MHG41368 Hut circle 

Bronze Age –  
Iron Age (c. 
4,400 – 1,500 
years ago) 

(Outwith survey area:  
not visited)  -   -   -  
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Site
No 

Survey 
type Grid ref HHER No. Recorded as Period Survey result Dimensions Condition Photo 

No.

5 Desk 
only NC 6598 0727 MHG36655 Hut Circles 

Bronze Age –  
Iron Age (c. 
4,400 – 1,500 
years ago) 

(Outwith survey area:  
not visited)  -   -   -  

6 Desk / 
field NC 6597 0728 MHG28494 Burnt mound 

Bronze Age 
(c. 4,400-

2,700 years 
ago) 

(Outwith survey area)  
c.15m 

diameter Degraded 2,3 

7 Desk 
only NC 6622 0742 MHG42134; 

MHG28470 Settlement Post-Medieval 
(after c.1500) 

(Outwith survey area:  
not visited)  -   -   -  

8 Desk 
only NC 6588 0744 MHG28491 Hut circles 

Bronze Age –  
Iron Age (c. 
4,400 – 1,500 
years ago) 

(Outwith survey area:  
not visited)  -   -   -  

9 Desk 
only NC 6659 0759 MHG25243; 

MHG10411 
Township/ Hut 
circle Multi -period (Outwith survey area:  

not visited)  -   -   -  

10 Desk 
only NC 6459 0638 MHG12729 Hut circle 

Bronze Age –  
Iron Age (c. 
4,400 – 1,500 
years ago) 

(Outwith survey area:  
not visited)  -   -   -  

11 Field NC 6559 0758  -  (Not recorded) Uncertain Standing stone 
0.5m high, 
0.25 length x 
0.18m wide 

Well-
preserved 7, 8 
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Site
No 

Survey 
type Grid ref HHER No. Recorded as Period Survey result Dimensions Condition Photo 

No.

12 Field NH 6562 0753  -  (Not recorded) 

Bronze Age –  
Iron Age (c. 
4,400 – 1,500 
years ago) 

Moss and heather-
covered field clearance 
cairns between 2-4m in 
diameter, situated 
between 241m-246m 
OD on a SW-facing 
slope

2-4m 
diameter, 1-
1.6m height 

Degraded - 

13 Field NH 6540 0757  -  (Not recorded) 

Bronze Age –  
Iron Age (c. 
4,400 – 1,500 
years ago) 

Moss and heather-
covered field clearance 
cairns between 2.5-
4.5m in diameter, 
situated between 
237m-249m OD on a 
SE-facing slope 

2.5-4.5m 
diameter, 
0.8-1.6m 
height 

Degraded 8 

14 Field NH 6546 0749  -  (Not recorded) Uncertain Linear banks 
2m wide 
spread, 0.8m 
height 

Degraded 10, 11 
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APPENDIX 2:  Index of Photographs 

Photo 
No. 

Direction 
Facing 

Site
No. Notes Taken By Date 

1 SW - Photo showing the typical drainage ditches cut across the landscape in low-
lying areas MKP 19/10/2010 

2 SW 6 Burnt mound situated next to burn, previously recorded site: MKP 19/10/2010 

3 SW 6 Burnt mound situated next to burn, previously recorded site: MKP 19/10/2010 

4 E - Looking eastward across the heather-covered landscape, from Survey Area 5 MKP 19/10/2010 

5 SE - Looking south-eastward across the heather-covered landscape, from Survey 
Area 5 MKP 19/10/2010 

6 ENE - Looking ENE from Survey Area #3, drainage ditches are visible stretching 
across lower terrain MKP 19/10/2010 

7 NE 11 Upright stone with a small mound of packing stones around base; highest point 
of Survey Area 2 MKP 19/10/2010 

8 NW 11,13 Looking uphill across clearance cairns (Site 13) towards upright stone (Site 11), 
Survey Area 2 MKP 19/10/2010 

9 NW 1 Two of the clearance cairns in Site 1, Survey Area 2 MKP 19/10/2010 

10 ESE 14 Looking across heather-covered remains of large boulder and earth boundary 
wall, Survey Area 2 MKP 19/10/2010 

11 ESE 14 Looking across heather-covered remains of large boulder and earth boundary 
wall, Survey Area 2 MKP 19/10/2010 

MKP  Mary Peteranna 


