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SUMMARY 
 
The Salvation Army Citadel in Nelson, Lancashire (NGR: SD 85923798) was built in the 
1880s as an Inghamite chapel to serve that Methodist sect, and was extended around 1900.  
It is a plain stone building of one and two storeys, much of  which has been modernised 
internally.  The recording work was carried out for the developer Barnfield Investment 
Properties Ltd in November 2007, as required by a condition of planning consent for the 
redevelopment of the site, and comprises drawn, photographic and written records. 
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SALVATION ARMY CITADEL, RUSSELL STREET, NELSON, LANCASHIRE: 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL BUILDING RECORDING  
 
LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS INCLUDED IN THIS REPORT 
 
Photo Subject 
1 General view of the site, from the north-west 
2 General view of the building from the north-east 
3 North elevation, from the north-east 
4 North elevation, from the north-west 
5 Front entrance, in north elevation 
6 West elevation, from the north-west 
8 East elevation (north end of building) 
9 West elevation (south end of building) 
11 General view of the building from the south-west 
12 General view of the building from the south-east 
13 East elevation (south end of building) 
15 The main chapel room, from the south 
16 The main chapel room, from the north, looking towards the pulpit platform 
19 Detail of ceiling rosette in main chapel room 
21 Rear meeting room at east side of building, from the south-west 
22 First floor meeting room, from the south-east 
25 Detail of door to classroom, from top of staircase 
26 Detail of panelling, steps and seats in first floor classroom 
27 Detail of seats in first floor classroom 
 
A complete set of photographs forms part of the project archive (see Appendix) 
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SALVATION ARMY CITADEL, RUSSELL STREET, NELSON, LANCASHIRE: 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL BUILDING RECORDING  
 
 
1 Introduction 
 

1.1 This report presents the results of archaeological recording at the Salvation Army 
Citadel, originally an Inghamite chapel, in Nelson, Lancashire.  The work was 
commissioned by the developer Barnfield Investment Properties Ltd, and carried 
out in November 2007, to fulfil a condition of planning consent from Pendle 
Borough Council for the redevelopment of the site. 

 
1.2 The building was established in the town centre in the 1880s to serve a local 

congregation of Inghamites (followers of a branch of Methodism), and was 
extended between 1890 and 1910, when it was also given its upper floor.  By 
1960 it was in use by the Salvation Army, an evangelist movement within the 
Protestant tradition.  The building is typically plain and functional. 

 
1.3 The work was carried out in accordance with the Lancashire County Archaeology 

Service’s standard specification for recording historic buildings, and involved 
drawn, written, and photographic recording, with historic maps being 
incorporated.  This report will be submitted to the client, Pendle Borough Council, 
the Lancashire County Archaeology Service and the English Heritage National 
Monuments Record, while the project archive will be deposited with the 
Lancashire Record Office. 

 
2 Location and current use 
 

2.1 The building stands on the corner of Russell Street and Cross Street, on the 
west side of the town centre in Nelson, at NGR: SD 85923798 (Figure 1).  It 
occupies an irregular four-sided site facing north onto Russell Street and west 
onto Cross Street. 

 
2.2 The Salvation Army occupied the building until 2007 when it was vacated to 

allow its demolition and the present redevelopment. 
 

3 Planning background 
 

3.1 The building is not listed as having special architectural or historic interest.  
Planning consent (application no 13/07/0577P) was granted by Pendle Borough 
Council on 4 September 2007 for the erection of a new, four storey mixed use 
building at the site, which was previously occupied by several buildings in 
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addition to the subject of the present report.  A condition attached to the consent 
requires a programme of building recording and analysis, which this report 
constitutes.  Although a number of other buildings on the site were potentially of 
interest, at the time of this author’s appointment the Citadel was the only building 
of the group still standing. 

 
4 Historical background 
 

4.1 Nelson grew rapidly during the second half of the 19th century, from a minor 
rural settlement near a public house (known at the Lord Nelson Inn), to a large 
industrial town, thanks to the success of the cotton weaving industry.  The first 
edition Ordnance Survey 6” to the mile map (surveyed in the mid 1840s; Figure 
3) shows the town in embryonic form, the site to be occupied by the present 
building then being only fields.  A local directory of 1879 described the town as “a 
large manufacturing village, or rather a moderately-sized town” and among the 
religious communities it claimed, the Inghamites then had “a preaching room 
over the Co-operative Stores, Manchester Road”1.  They were still using these 
premises in 18832, but by 1887 had moved to their new chapel in Russell Street3.  
This is shown on the 1:500 plan of the town centre surveyed in 1890 (Figure 5), 
marked simply as “Nonconformist Chapel (Seats for 200)”. 

 
4.2 The Inghamite movement was a branch of non-conformism or Methodism led by 

Benjamin Ingham (1712 - 1772)4.  Ingham was born in Ossett in the West Riding 
of Yorkshire and became involved with John and Charles Wesley, and later the 
Moravians.  He travelled around the north of England as a preacher, and found 
followings particularly in the Lancashire and Yorkshire Pennines and in 
Westmorland.  Until the 1750s the Inghamites’ religious services were held either 
outdoors or in a variety of buildings, such as barns and houses, there being no 
dedicated meeting houses, but during the second half of the 18th century they 
began to establish a number of chapels such as those at Winewall near 
Trawden5, Salterforth and Dent. 

 
4.3 The Russell Street chapel shown on the 1890 map (Figure 5) measured 22.5m 

long, some 4m shorter than the present building, and had a yard to its south 
which appears to have contained privies at its south-east corner.  In 1910 the 

                                                
1 Barrett & Co, 1879 Directory and Topography of Burnley, Colne, Nelson & Padiham, p148-9 
2 Barrett & Co, 1883 General & Commercial Directory and Topography of Burnley, Colne, Nelson etc 
p233 
3 Barrett & Co, 1887 General & Commercial Directory and Topography of Burnley, Colne, Nelson etc 
p247 
4 Pickles, H M 1995 Benjamin Ingham: Preacher Amongst the Dales of Yorkshire, the Forests of 
Lancashire and the Fells of Cumbria 
5 Stephen Haigh Buildings Archaeologist 2000 Inghamite Chapel, Winewall Lane, Trawden, 
Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording (unpub) 
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Ordnance Survey recorded that the chapel had been extended over this small 
yard to its present length, and that it was an Inghamite Chapel (Figure 6).  It was 
termed an Inghamite Church in the 1929-30 revision (Figure 7). 

 
4.4 The fate of Nelson’s Inghamite congregation during the mid 20th century is not 

known, but they appear to have vacated the building by 1960, as the Ordnance 
Survey map of that date shows the building as the Salvation Army Hall (Figure 
2).  The Salvation Army established their first “barracks” in the town in 1881, 
moving to Scotland Road in 1902 and later to Broad Street6.  It is a national 
organisation which was founded by William Booth and his wife in London in 
1878, with one of its original aims being to convert non-worshippers, particularly 
those of the working class, by attracting them at their own cultural level, and later 
it also became involved in providing social services7.  The new occupiers of the 
building appear to have made few significant changes to it, although it was 
extended on the west side to provide toilets and a new entrance lobby, some 
time after 1960. 

 
5 Recording methodology 
 

5.1 The archaeological building recording took place on 23 November 2007, while 
demolition was in progress.  It involved drawn, photographic and written records. 

 
5.2 The drawn record comprises new floor plans and a cross-section drawing of the 

building, showing all significant archaeological detail, and employing conventions 
based on those specified by English Heritage8.  These were produced by hand 
measurement. 

 
5.3 A photographic record was also made, using a medium format camera with 

perspective control and other lenses, and black and white film, for its archival 
qualities.  External and internal photographs were taken, using either a 1m or 2m 
ranging pole marked with 0.5m graduations as a scale, and the locations of the 
photographs are shown on a site plan and copy of the floor plan.  The 
photographs have been printed to a size of 7” x 5”, with one at 10 x 8”, and a 
selection are copied in this report, where they are referred to by numbers in bold. 

                                                                                                                                                  
  
6 Bennett, W 1957 The History of Marsden and Nelson, p 195 
7 Cannon, J (ed) 1997 The Oxford Companion to British History p837 
8 English Heritage 2006 Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice 
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6 Description of the building 

 
Exterior 
 

6.1 The former chapel measures around 27m long and 12m wide, and is of a single 
storey at the north end and two storeys at the south end, with the two parts 
having slightly different roof pitches (1).  This division of the building does not 
correspond with the two construction phases apparent from the Ordnance 
Survey maps however: no straight joint exists in either west or east elevation, but 
differences in the heights of the windows to each side indicate the approximate 
extent of the south end of the Inghamite chapel before its extension between 
1890 and 1910. 

 
6.2 When built the chapel was five bays long with its entrance on Russell Street, and 

the four northern bays of this first phase remain unchanged externally (2).  The 
north gable forms its front, and is of thin courses of sandstone with a plain 
chamfered plinth, moulded cornice to the verges, and shaped kneelers.  There is 
a small flagged forecourt with modern concrete steps to the front entrance, which 
has an ashlar surround and semi-circular arch with keystone, and modern door 
and overlight (3-5).  The pair of flanking windows have similar arches, but plain 
jambs, and the frames are PVC replacements.  The side elevations are plainer 
and east and west were essentially mirror images, containing five tall windows 
with ashlar sills and lintels, chamfered plinth, and hollow-moulded stone eaves 
cornice (6); the east side also has a chimney serving a boiler house in the 
basement.  The roof is of blue slate with interlocking tile ridge. 

 
6.3 The extension of the building between 1890 and 1910 involved the addition of 

three bays at the south end to a height of two storeys, with the new first floor 
continued northwards across the existing south end by around 5m (7-9).  The 
new work was faced in a style closely matching the original and there is no clear 
indication of where the two phases meet.  There are subtle differences between 
the original and later fabric however: the later has lower windows with shallower 
sills and lintels; the west side has a stone eaves cornice, whereas the east side 
has shaped eaves brackets; and the roof has a ridge of roll-topped rather than 
interlocking tiles (10-13).  The two doorways and fire escape on the east 
elevation are clearly late 20th century features, as is the flat-roofed porch on the 
west side, which houses a second entrance (14), though it is believed that there 
was previously a smaller projecting porch here, as shown on the maps from 
1910 and later. 
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Interior 
 

6.4 The principal room occupies the three northern bays of the building and appears 
to have been the original chapel, which probably had ancillary rooms such as 
classrooms to the south.  Many of the features within this room were being 
removed at the time of recording.  Entered through a small lobby from the 
Russell Street entrance (15), the room forms a single large space with a platform 
or stage for the pulpit at the south end, to either side of which is a small room 
(16).  The platform also served to give a greater height to the boiler room below, 
and was reached through a rear doorway leading from a small internal room 
beyond, probably a vestry (17).  Features of the main room include tongue-and-
grooved panelling around the walls, plaster cornices to the ceiling and its beams, 
and three rosettes or patera to the light fittings, which were probably for gas 
originally (18,19).  None of the original seating survives, and the general 
impression is that the room was relatively plain and unostentatious, as might be 
expected from the Methodist congregation. 

 
6.5 There are few features of note in the rooms beyond the main chapel: the 

panelled balustrade of the stairs leading to the pulpit survives in the central room 
(20), but for the most part this end of the ground floor, including the later 
extension, has been adapted to modern use and contains suspended ceilings, 
plasterboard partitions and modern kitchen fittings etc (21).  There is no internal 
indication of the former south end of the building. 

 
6.6 The first floor, added between 1890 and 1910, is reached by stairs leading up 

from the new Cross Street entrance which seems to have been created when the 
building was extended.  It comprises a large room rising into the roof space, with 
two small classrooms off to the north, at a slightly lower level.  The main room is 
not of particular interest (22,23), but has two partly exposed roof trusses, with 
later iron ties (24), and may have been used as a Sunday School or other 
meeting room.  Off it the two classrooms are largely unaltered however (25-27): 
one has fixed benches around the sides, of a size suitable for children rather 
than adults, and similar seating has been removed from the other. 

 
7 Conclusion 
 

7.1 As an example of a small, urban, late 19th century non-conformist chapel the 
building is largely typical, in that it appears to have been built simply and plainly, 
probably both because of the congregation’s limited financial means, and 
religious tenets.  The fact that the chapel belonged to the Inghamites, a group 
with a regional identity, gives the building greater significance however, although 
this is not borne out architecturally; while the Salvation Army seems to have left 
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little mark on the building, other than its modernisation undertaken during their 
use of it over around half a century. 
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Appendix: Contents of the project archive 
 
To be deposited with the Lancashire Record Office 
 
1 file, containing: 

• a copy of the report 
• full set of black and white photographs and negatives 
• site notes (annotated plans etc)  
 

Complete list of photographs taken, in film order 

Photo Film Frame Subject 

16 1 1 The main chapel room, from the north, looking towards the pulpit platform 

17 1 2 The main chapel room, from the north-east 

18 1 4 The main chapel room, from the south-east 

15 1 5 The main chapel room, from the south 

19 1 6 Detail of ceiling rosette in main chapel room 

20 1 7 Detail of panelling to steps from vestry to chapel platform, from the south-east 

27 1 10 Detail of seats in first floor classroom 

26 1 11 Detail of panelling, steps and seats in first floor classroom 

22 1 12 First floor meeting room, from the south-east 

23 1 13 First floor meeting room, from the north-east 

24 1 14 Detail of truss in south part of building, from the south 

25 1 16 Detail of door to classroom, from top of staircase 

21 1 17 Rear meeting room at east side of building, from the south-west 

4 1 18 North elevation, from the north-west 

3 2 1 North elevation, from the north-east 

6 2 2 West elevation, from the north-west 

14 2 4 South part of west elevation, showing modern porch, from the north-west  

10 2 5 West elevation, from the south-west 

5 2 6 Front entrance, in north elevation 

7 2 7 East elevation 

13 2 8 East elevation (south end of building) 

8 2 10 East elevation (north end of building) 

12 2 11 General view of the building from the south-east 

2 2 12 General view of the building from the north-east 

1 2 13 General view of the site, from the north-west 

9 2 14 West elevation (south end of building) 

11 2 16 General view of the building from the south-west 
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1:200 000 

 
1:25 000 

Figure 1: Location maps 
Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey© on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 

© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Licence no: AL100034008 

site 
(see fig 2) 
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1:2500 
 

1:100m 
 

Figure 2: Detailed location map (1961) 
Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey© on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 

© Crown Copyright 1961.  All rights reserved.  Licence no: AL100034008 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 3: Extract from Ordnance Survey 1848 1:10560 map (surveyed 1844) 
Sheet no: Lancashire, 56 
Enlarged to 1:5000 scale 

 

site 

approximate 
position of site 
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Figure 4: Extract from Ordnance Survey 1893 1:2500 map (surveyed 1890) 
Sheet no: Lancashire, 56.7 

 

 
 

Figure 5: Extract from Ordnance Survey 1891 1:500 map (surveyed 1890) 
Sheet no: Lancashire, 56.7.8 

 
The building is shown as shorter than at present 

site 
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Figure 6: Extract from Ordnance Survey 1912 1:2500 map (revised 1910) 
Sheet no: Lancashire, 56.7 

This map shows the building to have been extended southwards to its present length 
 

 
 

Figure 7: Extract from Ordnance Survey 1932 1:2500 map (revised 1929-30) 
Sheet no: Lancashire, 56.7 

 















 

Salvation Army Citadel, Russell Street, Nelson, Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording 

 
 
 

 
 

Photo 1: General view of the site, from the north-west 
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Photo 2: General view of the building from the north-east 
 

 
 

Photo 3: North elevation, from the north-east 
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Photo 4: North elevation, from the north-west 
 

 
 

Photo 5: Front entrance, in north elevation 
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Photo 6: West elevation, from the north-west 
 

 
 

Photo 8: East elevation (north end of building) 
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Photo 9: West elevation (south end of building) 
 

 
 

Photo 11: General view of the building from the south-west 



 

Salvation Army Citadel, Russell Street, Nelson, Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording 

 
 
 

 
 

Photo 12: General view of the building from the south-east 
 

 
 

Photo 13: East elevation (south end of building) 



 

Salvation Army Citadel, Russell Street, Nelson, Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording 

 
 
 

 
 

Photo 15: The main chapel room, from the south 
 

 
 

Photo 16: The main chapel room, from the north, looking towards the pulpit platform 
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Photo 19: Detail of ceiling rosette in main chapel room 
 

 
 

Photo 21: Rear meeting room at east side of building, from the south-west 
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Photo 22: First floor meeting room, from the south-east 
 

 
 

Photo 25: Detail of door to classroom, from top of staircase 
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Photo 26: Detail of panelling, steps and seats in first floor classroom 
 

 
 

Photo 27: Detail of seats in first floor classroom 


