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SUMMARY 
Archaeological building recording was carried out in January 2006 at a barn at Glen Farm, 
Earby (NGR: SD 91284682), for the owners Mr & Mrs Pickles, before its conversion to 
residential use.  The barn is probably of early nineteenth century date and is contemporary 
with the adjoining house, which has previously been extended into it. It is three bays long 
with a large shippon on the ground floor, and a former manure shed added to the gable. The 
records made include floor plans, sections, and photographs, as well as a written account, 
and copies of drawings made in 1893. 
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BARN AT GLEN FARM, RED LION STREET, EARBY, LANCASHIRE:  
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL BUILDING RECORDING 
 
1 Introduction 
 

1.1 This report presents the results of the archaeological building recording of a barn 
at Glen Farm, Red Lion Street, Earby, Lancashire, carried out in January 2006.  
The work was commissioned by the owners Mr D & Mrs Pickles to fulfil a 
condition of planning consent from Pendle Borough Council, for the conversion 
of the building to residential use.  

 
1.2 The barn is of early nineteenth century date, stone-built and three bays long.  

The ground floor houses a shippon, and the first floor forms a large hay loft.  
There is also a former manure shed built against the south gable, of circa 1893.  
Records made include floor plans, a section and photographs, as well as a 
written account. 

 
1.3 The recording was carried out in accordance with a method statement approved 

by the Lancashire County Archaeology Service.  This report will be deposited 
with the client, the planning authority, the County Archaeology Service and the 
English Heritage National Monuments Record.  The project archive will be 
deposited at the Lancashire Record Office. 

 
1.4 Another barn formerly associated with Glen Farm, known as the Outbarn and 

dated to 1817, was recorded by this author in 2004, and the report and archive 
deposited similarly.  

 
2 Location and current use 
 

2.1 Glen Farm stands on the south side of Red Lion Street (immediately to the rear 
of the Red Lion public house), at the east edge of the village of Earby, at NGR 
SD 91284682 and at 140m AOD (Figure 1). 

 
2.2 It is a relatively small farm, comprising the main range of house and barn, 

together with a small stone nineteenth century outbuilding, as well as a number 
of twentieth century buildings of various forms, many of them associated with 
dairy farming, which was carried on at the site until the late twentieth century.  
Figure 3 shows the layout of the farm. 

 
3 Planning background 
 

3.1 The barn is the subject of two planning consents from Pendle Borough Council, 
both granted on 2 November 2005, and each containing a condition requiring 
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that a record of the building be made before development, which this report is 
intended to fulfil.  One planning consent (13/05/0607P) allows for the extension 
of the existing adjacent dwelling into the barn, while the other (13/05/0588P), for 
the conversion of the remainder of the barn to a new dwelling.  The barn is not 
listed as being of special architectural or historic interest. 

 
4 Historical background and architectural interest 

 
4.1 The history of Glen Farm is not known, but architectural features suggest that the 

present buildings date from the early nineteenth century.  The first edition 
Ordnance Survey 6” to the mile map, published in 1853 (Figure 4), shows the 
barn and house range, with the detached stone building to its east. 

 
4.2 Drawings in the possession of the owner, Mr D Pickles, show that in 1893 

proposals were drawn up by James Hartley of Colne for the owner Mr Parker 
Greenwood, for alterations to the house and farm buildings (Figures 6a to 6l).  
These included the construction of a new scullery and bedroom within the north-
west corner of the barn, the re-arrangement of the stalls within the barn, and the 
addition of a manure shed at the south gable.  Minor alterations were also 
proposed for the stone outbuilding to the east.  The Ordnance Survey 1:2500 
map of 1909 (Figure 5) shows that these alterations had been carried out by the 
early twentieth century.  Two sketch plans in the ownership of Mr Pickles, 
anonymous and undated, also show possible layouts of the shippon; these are 
thought to be of later date, but neither corresponds to the present arrangement, 
which is thought to date from around the 1930s. 

 
4.3 Traditional farm buildings are of historic interest because they contribute to an 

understanding of the vernacular architecture and past farming systems of the 
region.  As a group they are under threat due to redundancy and neglect, as well 
as their potential for conversion to housing, and records of them can help provide 
an understanding of this diminishing and irreplaceable stock. 

 
5 Recording methodology 
 

5.1 The archaeological building recording was undertaken on 17 January 2006, in 
line with a method statement agreed in advance with the Lancashire County 
Archaeology Service.  It involved the production of ground and first floor plans 
and a section drawing of the barn, showing all significant archaeological detail, 
and employing conventions based on those specified by RCHME (1996)1.  The 
floor plans are based on a survey of the buildings by ADM Design, and have 
been checked for general accuracy, with extra detail added. 

                                                
1 RCHME 1996 Recording Historic Buildings: A Descriptive Specification 
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5.2 A photographic record was also made, using a medium format camera with shift 

and other lenses, and black and white film for the sake of archival permanence.  
External and internal photographs were taken, in most cases using either a 1m 
or 2m ranging pole marked with 0.5m graduations as a scale, and their locations 
are shown on copies of the site and floor plans.  The photographs have been 
printed to a size of 7” x 5”, and are copied in this report, where they are referred 
to by numbers in bold. 

 
6 Description of the barn  
 

Exterior 
 
6.1 The barn and house form a single range aligned close to north-south, of a single 

principal construction phase, and facing east (1); there is also a pair of cottages 
(Glen Cottages) added to the north side of the house (2-3), probably in the 
second half of the nineteenth century.   Farm outbuildings stand to the east, 
south, and south-west; only that to the east appears to be earlier than the 
twentieth century (4-6).  

 
6.2 The barn’s front elevation (7-10) is of coursed, squared gritstone, laid with a 

watershot profile.  The quoins have horizontal chisel marks with smooth margins, 
and similar tooling is applied to the jambs and voussoirs of the main entrance, a 
wide doorway with low, segmental arch which is located in the north bay of the 
barn (11).  There are three further ground floor openings in this side of the 
building: all are now windows, but a straight joint below the right one indicates 
that this was a former doorway, while the left one has monolithic jambs also 
indicating it was once a doorway (12,13).  The plan of 1893 (Figure 6b) shows 
that only the right one was present at that time, and suggests that the other two 
openings were inserted then.  There is a forking hole at first floor level here, 
which is also an insertion.  At the eaves, the barn has a corner kneeler of plain 
chamfered profile, and similar gutter brackets carrying an unusual course of 
flags, to carry the guttering (14).  The ceramic pipes ventilating the barn are 
secondary. 

 
6.3 The barn’s south gable is largely within the later manure shed, where there is a 

central doorway with monolithic jambs; this is shown on the 1893 drawing as an 
existing opening along with two more doorways at the outer ends, but both of 
these are now blocked, and rendered over.  Above the shed roof the wall is 
heavily pointed, and contains a high level window (15).  A blocked opening at a 
slightly lower level, visible inside the building, is not visible externally.  Openings 
to the manure shed, which is built of squared gritstone rubble, with blue slate 
roof, kneelers and verge coping, include wide doorways in the east and south 
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sides (the latter secondary); the west side has been removed in the addition of 
the breeze block extension housing the milking parlour.  

 
6.4 The rear elevation of the barn, which faces west, is of similar stonework, with the 

same detailing at the eaves (16-19).  There are three ground floor windows, all 
inserted as indicated by the sawn stone lintels and sills; none of them is shown 
on the existing plan of 1893.  There is also a high level forking hole, which has 
been blocked (in the second half of the twentieth century, according to the 
owner).  To the left of the windows, beyond the present garden wall, the kitchen 
doorway and two windows occupy that part of the barn which was converted to 
domestic use in the 1890s, and no evidence for previous openings is visible.  
The 1893 drawing of this elevation (Figure 6j) suggests that the windows were 
inserted but the present doorway was an original entrance, although this 
contradicts the plan (Figure 6b). 

 
Interior  

 
6.5 The main entrance leads into the former “threshing bay” with flagged floor (20), 

the west half of which is occupied by the present kitchen, probably created in 
1893 or soon afterwards (21).  It is arguable that the threshing bay was not 
actually used for this purpose, and it may simply have been a storage area.  A 
brick wall to the south encloses the shippon occupying the other two bays of the 
building on the ground floor, and supports the hay loft above it; there are two 
doorways through the wall, one of them partly blocked.  The shippon has a 
concrete floor and is laid out with two rows of stalls for a total of sixteen cows, 
divided by pre-cast concrete boskins, and facing out onto feeding passages 
running along the outer walls (22-25).  Steel columns support the hay loft.  This 
arrangement was probably introduced in the mid twentieth century, although the 
present owner cannot recollect it having changed since the 1940s.  As noted 
above, it does not correspond exactly with any of the proposals for which 
drawings exist, all of which appear to be for timber boskins. 

 
6.6 The large hay loft overhead (26-28) has a plank floor which appears to be 

contemporary with the present shippon fittings.  It has an inserted forking hole in 
the east side, a blocked hole in the west side, and a similar area of infill in the 
south side, below the existing window. 

 
6.7 The two roof trusses (29-30) are of queen-post form, constructed from pitch pine 

with bolts at the feet of the posts, and with a short king-post rising from the collar, 
and angled outer struts.  The purlins run over the backs of the principal rafters, 
and are staggered over the south truss but run through the two north bays.  The 
trusses are clearly original to the building; they are similar in many respects to 
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those at the nearby Outbarn, which was dated to 1817 and it seems likely that 
the two buildings are of broadly similar dates. 

 
6.8 The former manure shed (31-33) has been altered to form a milking parlour and 

dairy, but the proposal drawings of 1893 (Figures 6a,6d,6k,6l) show it with an 
underground tank for liquid manure and a privy in the south-west corner, with the 
three existing doorways in the barn gable reduced to two muck holes, which 
have been altered subsequently.  This shed was probably added to preserve the 
value of manure, although there may also have been a need to prevent pollution. 

 
Other buildings 

 
6.9 The single storey outbuilding to the east of the barn (not included within the 

proposed development) is built from coursed gritstone rubble, with a blue slate 
roof and a small extension at the north end (34,35).  It appears to be a small 
livestock building or stable, probably dating to the early nineteenth century, and 
is shown on the 1853 map.  The drawings of 1893 show it with a pair of stalls, 
and a “coal place” to be added (Figures 6d,6e). 

 
6.10 The other buildings at the farmstead are of various forms (36,37), but on map 

evidence all were added after 1907.  None appears to be of archaeological 
interest. 

 
7 Conclusion 
 

7.1 Glen Farm was established in its present form in the early nineteenth century as 
a “laithe house”, where the house and barn were built as a single range, and this 
building type is common in the region.  The house was of modest size, and the 
barn relatively large, allowing around sixteen cows to be housed along with a 
large stock of hay or crops in the loft.  The plan of 1893 shows that the building 
has been altered since then, with a major re-arrangement of the shippon; 
originally three doorways in the gable gave access to a central feeding passage, 
but the stalls were re-aligned to run across the building with the addition of the 
manure shed, but later re-orientated to their current layout.  The precise reasons 
for these changes are not known, but they are likely to have included new ideas 
concerning hygiene and welfare.  The flagged area inside the main entrance, 
which in some respects resembles a threshing floor, may actually have been a 
storage area, for a cart for example, as the 1893 plan shows it occupying only 
half of the width of the building; this suggests that the emphasis was on livestock 
rather than crops, as might be expected at that date.  It is of course also possible 
that alterations had already been carried out before 1893.  
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Appendix 1: Contents of the project archive 
 
To be deposited with the Lancashire Record Office, Preston 
1 file, containing: 

• a copy of the report text & figures 
• photographs (all negatives printed, except for duplicates) 
• photographic negatives 
• site notes (annotated plans etc) 
 

Complete list of photographs taken, in film order 
 
Photo  Subject Film Frame 
2 The barn, house and cottages, from the north-east 1 1 
6 The barn, house and stone outbuilding, from the north-east 1 2 
7 The barn and farmhouse, from the north-east 1 4 
8 Front elevation of the barn and farmhouse, from the north 1 5 
11 Main entrance into the barn, from the north 1 6 
12 Ground floor windows in east elevation of barn, from the north 1 7 
13 Former doorway in east elevation of barn, from the east 1 8 
15 Manure shed and barn gable, from the south-east 1 10 
9 Front elevation of the barn and farmhouse, from the south-east 1 11 
10 The barn and manure shed, from the south-east  1 12 
5 The barn, house and adjoining buildings, from the south-west 1 14 
19 Rear elevation of the barn, from the west 1 16 
17 Rear elevation of the barn and house, from the west 1 17 
21 Side of kitchen built within threshing bay, from the north-east 1 18 
29 View into roof of barn from threshing bay, from the north-east 2 1 
23 Interior of shippon, from the south-east 2 3 
22 Interior of shippon, from the south-west 2 5 
25 Feeding passage in west side of shippon, from the south 2 6 
24 Detail of stall in shippon, from the east 2 7 
26 Hay loft in barn, from the south-west 2 8 
27 Hay loft in barn, from the south-east 2 9 
30 North roof truss in barn, from the south-east 2 11 
28 Hay loft in barn, from the north-west 2 12 
20 Flagged threshing floor in barn, from the south-west 2 13 
32 Dairy in former manure shed, from the south-west 2 14 
31 Doorway in south gable of barn, within added manure shed 2 15 
33 Interior of modern, disused milking parlour, from the south-west 2 17 
35 Stone outbuilding to east of barn, from the south 2 18 
34 Stone outbuilding to east of barn, from the north-west 3 1 
1 The farm from the north-east 3 2 
14 Detail of kneeler and gutter brackets at south-east corner of barn 3 4 
16 Rear elevation of farmhouse and barn, from the south-west 3 5 
18 Rear elevation of farmhouse and barn, from the west 3 6 
37 View of modern farm buildings to south of barn, from the west 3 7 
36 View of modern farm buildings to south of barn, from the east 3 8 
4 The barn and surrounding modern buildings, from the south-east 3 10 
3 The farm, from the south-east 3 11 
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Figure 1: Location maps 
Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey© on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 

© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Licence no: AL100034008 

site 
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Figure 2: Detailed location map 
1:2500 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey© on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
© Crown Copyright.  All rights reserved.  Licence no: AL100034008 

 

barn 
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Figure 4: Extract from OS 1853 6” to mile map (enlarged) (map sheet: Yorkshire [West Riding] 184) 

 

 
Figure 5: Extract from OS 1909 1:2500 map (map sheet: Yorkshire [West Riding] 184.2; revised 1907)

site 

site 
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Figure 6a: Plan of basement, 1893 
Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles



 

Barn at Glen Farm, Red Lion Street, Earby, Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording  

 
Figure 6b: Ground floor plan, 1893 

Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Figure 6c: Proposed alterations to ground floor, 1893 

Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Figure 6d: Plan of stone building, 1893 

Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
 

 
Figure 6e: Proposed alterations to stone building, 1893 

Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Figure 6f: Proposed alterations to first floor, 1893 

Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
 



 

Barn at Glen Farm, Red Lion Street, Earby, Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording  

 
Figure 6g: Front (east) elevation as proposed, 1893 

Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Figure 6h: Gable (south) elevation as proposed, 1893 

Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Figure 6j: West elevation as proposed, 1893 

Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Figure 6k: Proposed sections, 1893 
Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D 

Pickles
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Figure 6l: Proposed elevation and section, 1893 
Copied from drawing by James Hartley of Colne, in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Figure 6m: Undated proposal for alterations to barn 
Copied from drawing in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Figure 6n: Undated proposal for alterations to barn 
Copied from drawing in possession of Mr D Pickles 
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Photo 1: The farm from the north-east 
 

  
 

Photo 2: The barn, house and cottages, from the north-east 
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Photo 3: The farm, from the south-east 
 

 
 

Photo 4: The barn and surrounding modern buildings, from the south-east 
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Photo 5: The barn, house and adjoining buildings, from the south-west 
 

 
 

Photo 6: The barn, house and stone outbuilding, from the north-east 
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Photo 7: The barn and farmhouse, from the north-east 
 

 
 

Photo 8: Front elevation of the barn and farmhouse, from the north 
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Photo 9: Front elevation of the barn and farmhouse, from the south-east 
 

 
 

Photo 10: The barn and manure shed, from the south-east 
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Photo 11: Main entrance into the barn, from the north 
 

 
Photo 12: Ground floor windows in east elevation of barn, from the north 
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Photo 13: Former doorway in east elevation of barn, from the east 
 

 
 

Photo 14: Detail of kneeler and gutter brackets at south-east corner of barn 
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Photo 15: Manure shed and barn gable, from the south-east 
 

 
 

Photo 16: Rear elevation of farmhouse and barn, from the south-west 



 

Glen Farm, Red Lion Street, Earby, Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording 

 
 

Photo 17: Rear elevation of the barn and house, from the west 
 

 
 

Photo 18: Rear elevation of farmhouse and barn, from the west 
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Photo 19: Rear elevation of the barn, from the west 
 

 
 

Photo 20: Flagged threshing floor in barn, from the south-west 
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Photo 21: Side of kitchen built within threshing bay, from the north-east 
 

 
 

Photo 22: Interior of shippon, from the south-west 
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Photo 23: Interior of shippon, from the south-east 

 

 
 

Photo 24: Detail of stall in shippon, from the east 
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Photo 25: Feeding passage in west side of shippon, from the south 
 

 
Photo 26: Hay loft in barn, from the south-west 
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Photo 27: Hay loft in barn, from the south-east 
 

 
 

Photo 28: Hay loft in barn, from the north-west 
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Photo 29: View into roof of barn from threshing bay, from the north-east 
 

 
 

Photo 30: North roof truss in barn, from the south-east 
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Photo 31: Doorway in south gable of barn, within added manure shed 
 

 
 

Photo 32: Dairy in former manure shed, from the south-west 



 

Glen Farm, Red Lion Street, Earby, Lancashire: Archaeological Building Recording 

 
 

Photo 33: Interior of modern, disused milking parlour, from the south-west 
 

 
 

Photo 34: Stone outbuilding to east of barn, from the north-west 
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Photo 35: Stone outbuilding to east of barn, from the south 
 

 
 

Photo 36: View of modern farm buildings to south of barn, from the east 
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Photo 37: View of modern farm buildings to south of barn, from the west 


