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INTRODUCTION 
 
This cottage and associated agricultural buildings are located at the east end of Rosewell 
Gardens at it’s junction with Summerhill Road (NJ9085 0620).  The buildings are being 
demolished by Cala Homes to make way for a development of flats and houses.  Aberdeen 
Archaeological Unit were commissioned by Cala to record the buildings prior to and during 
demolition and this is the report on that work. 
 
 

 
Ill 1 Location plan 
 
 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

• To record the buildings to a RCAHMS level 2 survey standard prior to demolition 
• To observe the buildings during demolition to record any further features. 

 
HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
The buildings appear on the Ordnance Survey sheets since 1867.  The origins of the property 
are unknown but they lie 125m SW of Summerhill House (OS 1867; Ill 2) and may have been 
agricultural buildings associated with this house.  The buildings are owned by St Margaret’s 
School for Girls at time of writing. 
 



 
Ill 2 Ordnance Survey, 1867, showing Lower Rosewell, bottom left 
 
RESULTS 
 
A measured survey of the buildings was undertaken (Ills 3, 4, 5, 6) and all features recorded.  
The buildings were originally (OS 1867; Ill 7) 18m longer to the west and a fireplace was 
recorded on the exterior wall of Room 3 (although it was difficult to record as an electricity sub 
station had been built less than 1m from the gable of the standing building, Ill 8). 
 

 
 
 
Ill 3 Ground plan; the fireplace is at the extreme left of the building, adjacent to door 5. 
 
 
 



 
Ill 4 North facing elevation; W = window, P = porch, D = door 
 
 
 

 
 
Ill 5 South facing elevation; W = window, P = porch, D = door 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ill 6 West facing elevation; D = door 
 



 
Ill 7 Lower Rosewell Cottage (2008) overlain on 1867 Ordnance Survey extract, showing 
portion of building, probably a cottage, demolished and replaced by an electricity sub station. 
 
 
THE AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS (ROOMS 1, 2 AND 3) 
 
Rooms 1, 2 and 3 formed the earliest phase of the standing building; in their original form 
none had windows or fireplaces although the door on the north wall of Room 1 had been 
converted into a window in a later phase.  Room 1 was 5 x 5.8m internally; a porch (Porch 3) 
had been added on to the south side but this was probably a late extension.  The room 
originally had a door in the north wall which was converted to a window in a later period 
(Window 1).  Room 2 was 5 x 5.4m internally and had opposing doors in both the north and 
south walls (Doors 1 and 3 respectively).  Room 3 was 5 x 4.6m internally and had a door in 
the south wall (Door 4) and one inserted later into the west wall (Door 5).  This door had a 
wooden lintel and had been patched with brick rather than being formed of granite blocks like 
the other original door surrounds.  Adjacent to Door 5, the brick fireplace discussed above 
could be seen.  Presumably the living accommodation associated with the Phase 1 
agricultural buildings has been in the demolished west end range of buildings. 
 

 
Ill 8a Brick fireplace, door 5 and the electricity sub station (left), looking north 



Ill 8b Brick fireplace from the wall of the electricity sub station, looking south 
 
 

 
Ill 9: the west gable end showing fireplace flue and north facing roof 
 

 
Ill 10 Granite fieldstone structure of the south wall of Room 3 
 



 
Ill 11 The pan tiled roof on the south-facing roof of Roof 2 
 

 
Ill 12 Interior of pan-tiled roof 

 
Ill 13 West end of the Phase 1 structure, facing south-east 



 

 
Ill 14 Door 1 showing the Phase 1 granite door surround 

 
Ill 15 Window 1 showing scar where this had been a Phase 1 door 
 

 



Ill 16 The north wall of Room 1 (right) showing the junction with the Phase 2 cottage (right of 
vertical ranging rod) 
 

 
 
Ill 17 The Phase 1 building showing three different roofing materials, facing south-west 
 
 
 

 
Ill 18 The black-glazed pan tiles on the north facing roof of Room 1 
 
 
 



 
Ill 19 The junction between the Phase 1 agricultural buildings (right) and the Phase 2 cottage 
(left) 
 
 
Immediately after the ‘soft strip’ and prior to the demolition, the floors of these rooms was 
recorded.  The original floors were constructed of water-washed pebbles forming a cobbled 
surface. 
 

 
Ill 20 The floor of Room 1 
 
THE COTTAGE 
 
A granite rubble-built cottage was added on to the east end of the agricultural buildings.  At 
this time it is likely that metal bracers and bracer plates were added to strengthen the earlier 
structure (see Ill 19).  The cottage was recorded after the ‘soft strip’ and immediately prior to 
demolition. 
 



 
Ill 21 Cottage south facing front facade 
 

 
 
Ill 22 Cottage fireplace, west wall 

 



 
Ill 23 Cottage fireplace, east wall, showing original large stone lintel 
 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
At least 2 phases of this building have been identified with the agricultural building probably 
being built and the cottage added on.  The agricultural building originally had living 
accommodation attached to the west, which was demolished to make way for the electricity 
sub station.  This building may date to the 18th or early 19th century and the later cottage 
probably to the late 19th century. 
 
Recording of the buildings has allowed for a large amount of detail about these buildings to be 
recorded.  Observation of the buildings after the ‘soft strip’ (after the removal of plasterboard, 
lath and plaster etc) allowed for many architectural details to be recorded. 
 
Further historical research may reveal more about the origins and dates of this building which 
was used as a groundskeeper’s cottage until the late 1980s/early 1990s. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
No further work is required at this site during the current phase of work by Cala Homes. 
 
 
ARCHIVE LOCATION 
 
The archive is lodged with Aberdeen City Council; a copy will be lodged with RCAHMS. 
 
 



ILLUSTRATIONS 
Front cover The south face of the agricultural building, the black-glazed pantiles on the north 
face of the roof, one of the iron bracer plates. 
Ill 1 Location map 
Ill 2 Ordnance Survey, 1867, showing Lower Rosewell, bottom left 
Ill 3 Ground plan 
Ill 4 North facing elevation; W = window, P = porch, D = door 
Ill 5 South facing elevation; W = window, P = porch, D = door 
Ill 6 West facing elevation; D = door 
Ill 7 Lower Rosewell Cottage (2008) overlain on 1867 Ordnance Survey extract 
Ill 8a Brick fireplace, door 5 and the electricity sub station (left), looking north 
Ill 8b Brick fireplace from the wall of the electricity sub station, looking south 
Ill 9: the west gable end showing fireplace flue and north facing roof 
Ill 10 Granite fieldstone structure of the south wall of Room 3 
Ill 11 The pan tiled roof on the south-facing roof of Roof 2 
Ill 12 Interior of pan-tiled roof 
Ill 13 West end of the Phase 1 structure, facing south-east 
Ill 14 Door 1 showing the Phase 1 granite door surround 
Ill 15 Window 1 showing scar where this had been a Phase 1 door 
Ill 16 The north wall of Room 1 (right) showing the junction with the Phase 2 cottage (right of 
vertical ranging rod) 
Ill 17 The Phase 1 building showing three different roofing materials, facing south-west 
Ill 18 The black-glazed pan tiles on the north facing roof of Room 1 
Ill 19 The junction between the Phase 1 agricultural buildings (right) and the Phase 2 cottage 
(left) 
Ill 20 The floor of Room 1 
Ill 21 Cottage south facing front facade 
Ill 22 Cottage fireplace, west wall 
Ill 23 Cottage fireplace, east wall, showing original large stone lintel 
 
 
 
 
APPENDICES 
Appendix 1 Specification for Archaeological Work, Judith Stones 
Appendix 2a Photographs pre-demolition 
Appendix 2b Photographs Post-demolition 
 
 









bracer plate next to door 1 bracer plate next to door 1  
(1)

bracer plate next to door 4 bracer plate next to door 4  
(1)

chimney 1 right, chimney 2  
centre and chim 3 right

DSCF0153 DSCF0163 DSCF0173 DSCF0174 DSCF0175

front from NW Lower Rosewell Farm north face between door 1  
and window 1

north face black-glazed  
pantiles

north face black-glazed  
pantiles (1)

north face door 1 north face junction between  
old steading and newer co…

north face large bracer at  
junction of old and newer …

north face large bracer at  
junction of old and newer …

north face roof

north face roof (1) north face west end north face west end (1) north face west of door 1 north face west of door 1 (1)

north face west of door 1 (2) north face west of door 1 (3) rosewell feb 2008 rosewell feb 2008 (1) rosewell feb 2008 (2)

rosewell feb 2008 (3) rosewell feb 2008 (4) rosewell feb 2008 (5) rosewell feb 2008 (6) rosewell feb 2008 (7)



rosewell feb 2008 (8) rosewell feb 2008 (9) rosewell feb 2008 (10) rosewell feb 2008 (11) south face

south face  door 3 south face  door 3 (1) south face  door 3 (2) south face  door 4 (1) south face between door 3  
and porch 3

south face between door 3  
and porch 3 (1)

south face door 4 south face door 4 (1) south face west end south face west end (1)

south face west end (2) south face west end (3) south face west end (4) south side facing garden south side facing garden (1)

south side porch 3 stewart measuring west  
gable chimney

stewart measuring west  
gable chimney (1)

stewart measuring west  
gable chimney (2)

stewart measuring west  
gable chimney (3)

stewart measuring west  
gable chimney (4)

stewart measuring west  
gable chimney (5)

stewart measuring west  
gable chimney (6)

stewart on top of electricity  
sub station photographing

west end gable, chimney  
and fireplace

west end gable, chimney  
and fireplace (1)

west end gable, chimney  
and fireplace (2)

west end gable, chimney  
and fireplace (3)

west end gable, chimney  
and fireplace (4)

west end gable, chimney  
and fireplace (5)



west end gable, chimney  
and fireplace (6)

west end gable, chimney  
and fireplace (7)

window 1 window 1 (1)



25 april demolition 25 april demolition (1) 25 april demolition (2) 25 april demolition (3) 25 april demolition (4)

25 april demolition (5) 25 april demolition (6) 25 april demolition (7) 25 april demolition (8) 25 april demolition (9)

25 april demolition (10) 25 april demolition (11) 25 april demolition (12) 25 april demolition (13) 25 april demolition (14)

25 april demolition (15) 25 april demolition (16) 25 april demolition (17) 25 april demolition (18) 25 april demolition (19)

25 april demolition (20) 25 april demolition (21) 25 april demolition (22) 25 april demolition (23) 25 april demolition (24)

25 april demolition (25) 25 april demolition (26) 25 april demolition (27) 25 april demolition (28) 25 april demolition (29)

25 april demolition (30) 25 april demolition (31) 25 april demolition (32) 25 april demolition (33) 25 april demolition (34)



25 april demolition (35) 25 april demolition (36) 25 april demolition (37) 25 april demolition (38) 25 april demolition (39)

25 april demolition (40) 25 april demolition (41) 25 april demolition (42) 25 april demolition (43) 25 april demolition (44)

25 april demolition (45) 25 april demolition (46) 25 april demolition (47) 25 april demolition (48) 25 april demolition (49)

25 april demolition (50) 25 april demolition (51) 25 april demolition (52) 25 april demolition (53) 25 april demolition (54)

25 april demolition (55) 25 april demolition (56) 25 april demolition (57) 25 april demolition (58) 25 april demolition (59)

25 april demolition (60) 25 april demolition (61) 25 april demolition (62) 25 april demolition (63) 25 april demolition (64)

25 april demolition (65) 25 april demolition (66) 25 april demolition (67) 25 april demolition (68) 25 april demolition (69)



25 april demolition (70) 25 april demolition (71) 25 april demolition (72) 25 april demolition (73) 25 april demolition (74)

25 april demolition (75) 25 april demolition (76) 25 april demolition (77) 25 april demolition (78) 25 april demolition (79)

25 april demolition (80) 25 april demolition (81) 25 april demolition (82) 25 april demolition (83) 25 april demolition (84)

25 april demolition (85) 25 april demolition (86) 25 april demolition (87) 25 april demolition (88) 25 april demolition (89)

25 april demolition (90) 25 april demolition (91) 25 april demolition (92) 25 april demolition (93) 25 april demolition (94)

25 april demolition (95) 25 april demolition (96) 25 april demolition (97) 25 april demolition (98) 25 april demolition (99)

25 april demolition (100) 25 april demolition (101) 25 april demolition (102) 25 april demolition (103) 25 april demolition (104)



25 april demolition (105) 25 april demolition (106) 25 april demolition (107) 25 april demolition (108) 25 april demolition (109)

25 april demolition (110) 25 april demolition (111) 25 april demolition (112) 25 april demolition (113) 25 april demolition (114)

25 april demolition (115) 25 april demolition (116) 25 april demolition (117) 25 april demolition (118) 25 april demolition (119)

25 april demolition (120) 25 april demolition (121) 25 april demolition (122) 25 april demolition (123) 25 april demolition (124)

25 april demolition (125) 25 april demolition (126) 25 april demolition (129) 25 april demolition (130) 25 april demolition (131)

25 april demolition (132) 25 april demolition (133) 25 april demolition (134) 25 april demolition (135) 25 april demolition (136)

25 april demolition (137) 25 april demolition (138) 25 april demolition (139) 25 april demolition (140) 25 april demolition (141)



25 april demolition (142) 25 april demolition (143) 25 april demolition (144) 25 april demolition (145) 25 april demolition (146)

25 april demolition (147) 25 april demolition (148) 25 april demolition (149) 25 april demolition (150) 25 april demolition (151)

25 april demolition (152) 25 april demolition (153) 25 april demolition (154) 25 april demolition (155) 25 april demolition (156)

25 april demolition (157) 25 april demolition (158) 25 april demolition (159) 25 april demolition (160) 25 april demolition (161)

25 april demolition (162) 25 april demolition (163) 25 april demolition (164) 25 april demolition (165) 25 april demolition (166)

25 april demolition (167) 25 april demolition (168) 25 april demolition (169) 25 april demolition (170) 25 april demolition (171)

25 april demolition (172) 25 april demolition (173) 25 april demolition (174) 25 april demolition (175) 25 april demolition (176)



25 april demolition (177) 25 april demolition (178)


