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Summary  
 
Between September 2007 and April 2008, Aberdeen City Council Archaeology Unit carried out an 
Archaeological Watching Brief on excavations associated with the construction of a new Regional 
Sports Centre at the Chris Anderson Sports Stadium, Aberdeen, for clients The University of 
Aberdeen. 
 
Deep deposits of late 19th and early 20th century industrial waste were encountered. These contained 
little of archaeological interest. 
 
This report recommends that no further archaeological work is necessary.  



1. Introduction and Background  
 
 
Between September 2007 and April 2008, Aberdeen City Council (ACC) Archaeology Unit carried out 
an Archaeological Watching Brief on excavations associated with the construction of a new Regional 
Sports Center for the University of Aberdeen, on the site of the Chris Anderson Sports Stadium at 
Linksfield, Aberdeen (see fig 1.).   
 

 
 
 
The watching brief was undertaken following a specification for archaeological work as set down by 
the Keeper of Archaeology ACC (Stones, J. 2006); this recognized the possibility that there might be 
pockets of discarded material from the several known potteries (most notably the Seaton Pottery 
which was operational in the area between 1868 and 1964) located amongst the deep deposits of 
industrial waste known to be present on the site. The archaeological brief was to identify dumps or 
pockets of pottery within the general industrial waste and to identify ground surfaces and soil fabrics 
that predated the use of the site as a dump. 
 
The main contractor on site was Barr Construction. The archaeological fieldwork was undertaken by 
Stewart Buchanan.  
 
Historical and Archaeological Background 
 
The following is a short appraisal by the Keeper of Archaeology ACC (as set down in the 
archaeological specification for the watching brief (Stones, J. 2006)) of the known historical 
background of the site and its immediate environs. 
 
It is probable that the present site was duneland until the 19th century. On the first Ordnance Survey 
map of 1867 it appears as fields, with Powis Burn to north, Linksfield Farm to east and Lady Mill, on 
King Street, to west. Linksfield Road has been laid out formally by the time of the 1901 OS map. In 
1926, part of the site is filled by sandpits, the backfilling of which was presumably the initial spur for 
the subsequent dumping and landfill. The results of a ground survey by Bon Accord Geotechnical UK 
in May and June 2006 confirm the view that the site was used for landfill in the 20th century, and 
perhaps earlier, with depths of overburden ranging from 0.85m to 6.80m. 
 



Previous archaeological work 
 
There has been no previous archaeological work on the site. 
 
 

 
 

Plate 1. View west across site from office compound. 
 
 
2. Objectives and Methodology  
 
 
The objectives of the Watching Brief are:  
 
• To identify the location, nature and extent of any features or objects of archaeological  
importance that would be damaged or destroyed by the proposed groundworks. Specifically, to 
identify any dumps or pockets of pottery within, or locate any buried soil layers underneath, the deep 
deposits of industrial waste known to be present on the site. 
 
• To record archaeological features located in situ to the highest professional standards.  
 
• To propose arrangements for the safeguarding where possible, of any archaeological features or 
finds identified. These will need to be agreed with the Keeper of Archaeology, Aberdeen City Council.  
 
• To make sure that the needs for archaeological conservation and recording are met without  
causing any unnecessary delay or disturbance to the development project.  
 
To this end:  
 
• All archaeological features and deposits encountered to be fully excavated by hand and  
recorded by using pro forma recording sheets and a continuous unique numbering system. 
  
•All plans, sections, profiles and elevations to be drawn at 1:10, 1:20 and 1:50 as appropriate.  
 
•Drawings to be made in pencil on permanent drafting film. The depth of all principal features and 
levels will be calculated in meters relative to Ordnance Datum. Plans, sections and elevations will be 
annotated with depths as appropriate. All features and sections will have photographs taken to 
produce a photographic record consisting of monochrome prints and colour slides (The latter will be 
deposited with the National Monuments Record of Scotland, Edinburgh).  
 
• All archaeological work will be undertaken following guidelines recommended by the Institute of 
Field Archaeologists (IFA, 1999).  



 
 
Finds & Samples  
 
Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia and  
reported by the archaeological contractor to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel (Dr Alan 
Saville, National Museums of Scotland, Queen Street, Edinburgh EH2 1JD) for disposal to an 
appropriate museum.  
 
The post-excavation of finds will be processed by an approved archaeological contractor  
employing a recognized specialist.  
 
Specialists in relevant subjects will be employed as appropriate to deal with archaeological  
artifacts recovered during work.  
 
A bulk sample of deposits to be made where there is likelihood of organic or dateable remains, on-site 
factors to determine size of sample. All bulk samples to be submitted to an approved contractor who 
will submit relevant material reports on the results.  
 
Any human remains which are encountered must initially be left in situ. Their removal will be a matter 
of discussion with the Keeper, Archaeology (who must be notified within 12 hours of their Discovery) 
and will comply with the provisions of Scots Law.  
 
 
Reporting  
 
A report on the findings of the work will be sent to the Keeper of Archaeology, the City of Aberdeen 
Planning Services and the client.  A summary of the work undertaken will be submitted to the Council 
for Scottish Archaeology’s publication Discovery & Excavation in Scotland.  
 
  
Archive Deposition  
 
The project archive, including written, drawn and photographic elements (together with a  
summary of the contents of the archive) will be deposited with the National Monuments Record 
Scotland (Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland). The archive will 
be prepared in accordance with the requirements of the RCAHMS.  
 
  
Operational Factors  
 
The archaeological contractor will at all times follow and confirm to the Health and Safety at Work Act 
1974 and other various regulations and the Codes of Conduct and Approved Practice and Standards 
of the Institute of Field Archaeologists of 1999. All plant will be provided by the client.  
 
 
Fieldwork 
 
The watching brief was carried out by Stewart Buchanan between September 2007 and April 2008. 
 
 
 
 
3. Fieldwork and Results 
 
 
A ground survey of the site by Bon Accord Geotechnical UK in May and June 2006 revealed deep 
deposits of ash, cinders and clinker in that part of the site scheduled for levelling down to O/D 
10.580m, meaning that up to 3.5m of material would have to be removed over a substantial area 
towards the northern and central areas of the site (see fig 1.).  



 
All the material removed during the excavations appeared to be deposits of industrial refuse. 
 

        
 

Plates 2&3. East facing sections through made up ground. 
 

 

       

Plate 4. View N/E over deepest excavations.   Plate 5. Ginger Beer Bottles (scale at 0.10m intervals).  

Plates 2-3 and 4 clearly illustrate the composition of the made-up ground with dumps of different 
material showing up as varicoloured lenses in the section. The deposits appeared to be an 
assortment of cinder, ash, clinker and stones and gravels, with an orange stony-gravel which possibly 
contained an element of ferrous material. The dumping process must have been on a significant scale 
as each layer was comprised of a substantial dump of material.  Only the top deposits showed any 
signs of mixing. 

There is a notable lack of domestic refuse within the deposits. The most commonly occurring artefact 
was the Ginger Beer Bottle (most were from Thomson’s of Aberdeen, although some were from as far 
a field as Kirkcaldy) with glass bottles and other ceramics such as broken teapots found in lesser 
quantities. The finds (such as they were) rarely occurred in distinct pockets and were occasional 
though ubiquitous throughout all the waste material. The date range for finds was from the latter part 
of the 19th century to the third quarter of the 20th century, with a concentration perhaps around the first 
quarter of the 20th century. 

No buried soils or natural ground were encountered beneath the industrial waste during excavations. 

 



 
 

Plate 6. View looking north over ground reduced to O/D 10.580m. 
 

 
 
4. Conclusions and Recommendations  
 
 
The evidence for the large scale dumping of industrial waste on the site would seem to corroborate 
the historical and cartographic evidence alluded to above (chapter 1.) The material would also seem 
to have come from more than one type of industrial activity as evidenced by the stratified composition 
of the dumped product. 
 
The lack of domestic refuse would suggest that the finds within the industrial waste were casually 
discarded by the work force at the various factories into the dumping material as a matter of course 
during the working day. Most of the finds were directly associated with refreshing drinks. This report 
would offer the tentative conclusion that even taking into consideration different levels of 
archaeological preservation amongst the various receptacles, tea would still seem to come second 
best to Ginger Beer as the beverage of choice amongst late 19th and early 20th century Aberdonians. 
 
This report recommends that no further archaeological work is necessary. 
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