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Introduction 

The site (NJ 8876 1350) lies on the west side of Victoria Street, Dyce. It forms a 
garden area immediately adjacent to no 219. The development involves the 
construction of a new house in that garden area, south of the existing no 219. 

The historical interest of this site lies principally in its location on the line of the 
Aberdeenshire canal. The canal was constructed by virtue of Acts of Parliament 
obtained in 1796 and 1801 and was opened for traffic in 1805. It ran between 
Aberdeen and Port Elphinstone, near Inverurie and was intended to assist in the 
provision of cheaper imported fuel, to promote land improvement by reducing peat-
cutting and to encourage the exploitation of quarries and timber. The canal operated 
for just over 40 years until the arrival of the railway. In 1845, the Great North of 
Scotland Railway bought the canal and began to construct the railway from Aberdeen 
to Inverness on broadly the same line, although in certain areas the new railway took a 
slightly divergent route. For that reason, there are a number of places where 
archaeological remains of the canal survive, either visible on the ground or undisturbed 
below ground.  

In this particular location, cartographic evidence, from the Ordnance Survey map of 
1867, coupled with excavated evidence from the adjacent McIntosh of Dyce site 
(Cameron 2005, 11) suggested that the canal ran across the site in a roughly east-
west direction. 

Previous archaeological work 

The area of the current development had not been subject to previous archaeological 
investigation.  However, a number of archaeological interventions have taken place at 
various locations along the line of the canal, within Aberdeen. 

In 2007, a site on the north side of Stoneywood Terrace was evaluated, but no 
evidence of the canal was found, largely, it is thought, because it lay just outside the 
western boundary of the development (unpublished report by Stewart Buchanan, 
available from Aberdeen City Council Archaeological Unit). However, a portion of a 
linear cut feature filled with sand and silt excavated at the north end of a site at 476 
Great Northern Road in 2001, was identified as part of the south side of the canal 
(Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, Vol 2, 2001, p7). In 2005, an archaeological 
evaluation took place at the former McIntosh of Dyce factory, in Victoria Road, Dyce, 
also on the line of the canal, and some traces of its structure were found there 
(Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, 2005, 11; unpublished reports by Alison 
Cameron, available from Aberdeen City Council Archaeological Unit). That site lies 
immediately to the west of the present development. Also in 2005 an evaluation of a 
site at Stoneywood Road uncovered evidence of the canal and its towpath (report by 
Alba Archaeology, available from Aberdeen City Council Archaeological Unit). In 2006, 
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evidence of possible wooden canalside revetment was recorded during evaluation 
work at 281-287 King Street (Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, 2006, 
forthcoming; unpublished report by JC and HK Murray available from Aberdeen City 
Council Archaeological Unit). 

In August 2007, archaeological evaluation work at a site in Canal Street, in the 
Woodside area of Aberdeen, revealed the line of the canal more or less as indicated 
on the 1867 Ordnance Survey map and found it to have been lined with distinctive blue 
clay (unpublished report by JC and HK Murray, available from Aberdeen City Council 
Archaeological Unit). 
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Location plan of 219 Victoria Street, Dyce with McIntosh of Dyce site (2005)
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The watching brief 

The watching brief took place on 21 October 2009.  The soil strip of an area 9 x 
6m for the new house was carried out by JCB and 1m wide ditching bucket.  The 
work was observed by an archaeologist and three features of interest recorded. 

Plan showing the area observed and the archaeological features recorded 

The results 

AA (right) was a circular scoop 
1m diameter and a maximum of 
30cm deep in the compact light 
brown clayey natural subsoil.  It 
was half-sectioned and was 
filled with loose dark grey sandy 
loam and small and medium 
angular stones.  This may have 
been a stone hole or a tree boll.

      Stone hole or tree boll AA 
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AB was a cut in the natural subsoil filled with loams and redeposited natural 
subsoil.  A sondage was put into the edge of this feature to determine that it was 
a cut, but the bottom, the depth nor the full width of this feature were determined.
It was exposed across the full length of the area (9m) and to a width of 2m.  AB 
continued under the road to the south of 219 Victoria Street.  This feature 
remained undisturbed by this development.  It is likely that this cut is the remains 
of the Aberdeenshire Canal, the line of which is seen on the 1867 Ordnance 
Survey map (below). 

Cut feature AB interpreted as part of the Aberdeenshire Canal 
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AC was a 0.5m wide trench containing a cast iron pipe.  It had been cut into the 
top of AB. 

Recommendations

No further archaeological work is required during this development. 
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 APPENDIX 1: SPECIFICATION FOR WORK 

ABERDEEN CITY COUNCIL, EDUCATION, CULTURE AND SPORT 
MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES 
Development at 219 Victoria Street, Dyce, Aberdeen 
Specification for Archaeological Watching Brief 

Summary

This specification gives an outline of the archaeological value of this site and indicates the works which will be required to ensure the 
recording of any remains that are revealed during development. 

1.0 Site Location and Description

The site (NJ 8876 1350) lies on the west side of Victoria Street, Dyce. It forms a garden area immediately adjacent to no 
219. The development involves the construction of a new house in that garden area, to south of the existing no 219. 

2.0 Planning Background

The request for this watching brief is made in the context of Scottish Government Planning Policy 23, Scottish Historic 
Environment Policies and Planning Advice Note 42. 

3.0          Historical and Archaeological Background 

The historical interest of this site lies principally in its location on the line of the Aberdeenshire canal. The canal was 
constructed by virtue of Acts of Parliament obtained in 1796 and 1801 and was opened for traffic in 1805. It ran between 
Aberdeen and Port Elphinstone, near Inverurie and was intended to assist in the provision of cheaper imported fuel, to 
promote land improvement by reducing peat-cutting and to encourage the exploitation of quarries and timber. The canal 
operated for just over 40 years until the arrival of the railway. In 1845, the Great North of Scotland Railway bought the 
canal and began to construct the railway from Aberdeen to Inverness on broadly the same line, although in certain areas 
the new railway took a slightly divergent route. For that reason, there are a number of places where archaeological 
remains of the canal survive, either visible on the ground or undisturbed below ground.  

In this particular location, cartographic evidence, from the Ordnance Survey map of 1867, coupled with excavated 
evidence from the adjacent McIntosh of Dyce site (see para 4 below) suggests that the canal ran  across the site in a 
roughly east-west direction. 

There are a number of published articles about the history of the Aberdeenshire canal: details of these and of other 
sources of information can be obtained from Aberdeen City Council Sites and Monuments Record (01224) 523658.

4.0           Previous Archaeological Work relating to Aberdeenshire Canal 

The area of the current development has not been subject to previous archaeological investigation.  However, a number 
of archaeological interventions have taken place at various locations along the line of the canal, within Aberdeen. 

In 2007, a site on the north side of Stoneywood Terrace was evaluated, but no evidence of the canal was found, largely, it 
is thought, because it lay just outside the western boundary of the development (unpublished report by Stewart 
Buchanan, available from Aberdeen City Council Archaeological Unit). However, a portion of a linear cut feature filled with 
sand and silt excavated at the north end of a site at 476 Great Northern Road in 2001, was identified as part of the south 
side of the canal (Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, Vol 2, 2001, p7). In 2005, an archaeological evaluation took 
place at the former McIntosh of Dyce factory, in Victoria Road, Dyce, also on the line of the canal, and some traces of its 
structure were found there (Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, 2005, 11; unpublished reports by Alison Cameron, 
available from Aberdeen City Council Archaeological Unit). That site lies immediately to the west of the present 
development. Also in 2005 an evaluation of a site at Stoneywood Road uncovered evidence of the canal and its towpath 
(report by Alba Archaeology, available from Aberdeen City Council Archaeological Unit). In 2006, evidence of possible 
wooden canalside revetment was recorded during evaluation work at 281-287 King Street (Discovery and Excavation in 
Scotland, 2006, forthcoming; unpublished report by JC and HK Murray available from Aberdeen City Council 
Archaeological Unit). 

In August 2007, archaeological evaluation work at a site in Canal Street, in the Woodside area of Aberdeen, revealed the 
line of the canal more or less as indicated on the 1867 Ordnance Survey map and found it to have been lined with 
distinctive blue clay (unpublished report by JC and HK Murray, available from Aberdeen City Council Archaeological Unit). 

5.0          Requirement for Work – Watching Brief over Groundworks 

             Comparison of levels between this current site and the remains of the canal discovered in 2005 at the nearby McIntosh of 
Dyce site appears to suggest that the foundations of the planned structure at 219 Victoria Street may not impinge upon 
any surviving remains of the canal. However, a watching brief by an archaeologist acceptable to Aberdeen City Council 
must take place to confirm that no archaeological remains are damaged without record. The archaeologist must observe 
the digging of foundations for the new house and must record any features or finds that are revealed. Once sufficient 
archaeological observation has taken place to confirm to the Keeper of Archaeology that no archaeological deposits are in 
danger of damage, then the watching brief can cease. 
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6.0 Timetable

A timetable must be agreed so that provision can be made for monitoring by the Keeper of Archaeology. 

7.0 Staff Structure

A list of key project staff with qualifications and experience will be submitted by the contractor.  The use of unwaged staff 
will not normally be acceptable. 

8.0 Health and Safety /PLI

Such concerns and responsibilities are primarily a matter for the archaeological contractor who must submit evidence of 
conformity to the Health and Safety at Work Act and possession of public liability insurance to Aberdeen City Council. 

9.0 Watching Brief

9.1  An appropriate machine must be used to minimise damage to underlying archaeological deposits 

9.2 All machine work must be carried out under the direct supervision of an archaeologist acceptable to the planning authority 
and the Keeper of Archaeology. 

9.3 All excavation, both by machine and by hand, must be undertaken with a view to avoiding damage to any archaeological 
features or deposits which appear to be worthy of preservation in situ.

9.4 Any human remains which are encountered must initially be left in situ.  Their removal will be a matter of discussion with 
the Keeper of Archaeology (who must be notified within 12 hours of their discovery) and will comply with the provisions of 
Scots Law. 

10.0 Recording Systems

These must be specified and should include the structure for site record. 

11.0 Monitoring Arrangements

It is necessary for the planning authority to monitor the progress and effectiveness of the watching brief in order to ensure 
the proper execution of the specification .  Stages at which monitoring is appropriate will be agreed between the 
archaeological contractor and the Keeper of Archaeology.  The possibility of random inspections should not be excluded. 

12.0 Reporting Requirements

Provision must be made for: 
12.2 Specialist examination of animal and human bone and of any preserved or organic material. 
12.3 Specialist conservation and examination of artefacts found during the watching brief. 
12.4 Preparation of plans, sections and finds drawings to publication standards. 
12.5 The sorting and analysis of records and the production of a written report on the work, published in a manner appropriate 

to its scale. 
12.6      The preparation of a catalogued archive and its deposition in the City Council's Sites and   

Monuments record and the National Monuments Record of Scotland within six months of the end of the watching brief.                            
12.7      Copies of the archaeological report should be sent to the Keeper of Archaeology, the  
             applicant and the planning authority.  A brief survey of results should be submitted to     
             Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, along with the appropriate fee. An OASIS report  
             must also be provided. 

13.0 Small finds
Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia and reported by the 
archaeological contractor to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel (Nicholas Holmes, National Museums of 
Scotland, Queen Street, Edinburgh EH2 1JD) for disposal to an appropriate museum. 

14.0 Timescale
The watching brief report must be produced within four weeks of the end of the field work. 

15.0 Further Information 
Additional information about the site, or this specification, can be obtained from the Keeper of Archaeology, Whitespace, 
60 Frederick Street, Aberdeen,  AB24 5HY Tel (01224) 523658. 

16.0  Conclusion
The watching brief is to be carried out in compliance with this specification. The selection of any contractor will be subject 
to approval of the Keeper of Archaeology.  Work should be carried out in close liaison with the Keeper of Archaeology. 

Judith Stones 
October 2009
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