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Non Technical Summary 

 
This report results from a geophysical survey and field evaluation undertaken by 
Cambrian Archaeological Projects on behalf of Steve Gray for Oswestry Borough 

Council. The archaeological works were undertaken prior to possible development 

within the area. One specific area was targeted for detailed geophysical survey. The 
results of the geophysical survey highlighted the presence of six possible archaeological 

features within the area surveyed. As part of the field evaluation six trenches were 

excavated within the field, three investigating those features identified by the 
geophysical survey and three located over un-surveyed areas.   

 

1 Introduction 

 

1.1 Location and scope of work 
 

In August 2007 Cambrian Archaeological Projects (CAP) carried out a detailed 

geophysical survey and field evaluation on a potential development site east of 

Oswestry, Shropshire, as part of a proposal to create an Active Lifestyle Centre with 
associated landscaping and recreational facilities. The site is centred on NGR SJ303288 

(Fig 1). A design brief for archaeological work to be carried out was provided by Mike 

Watson (Shropshire Historic Environment Officer) as part of the pre-planning 
assessment. 

 

1.2 Previous Work 

 

Previous work undertaken in the area includes a desk based assessment carried out in 

2005 (Potential Development Sites East of Oswestry, Shropshire: Archaeological Desk 

Based Assessment, F Grant and N W Jones, 2005, Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust, 
Report No. 748). The findings of this work are detailed in the Archaeological and 

Historical Background section below.    

 

1.3 Topography and Geology 

 

The assessment area lies on the eastern outskirts of Oswestry immediately to the north 
of the B4579, to the west of the A483 and to the east of the North Shropshire College 

grounds. The area in which the geophysical survey was undertaken is made up of 

pastoral land sloping very gently to the south. Several oval undulations, most likely tree 

throws, within the field appear to mark the path of a now defunct hedge line crossing 
the assessment area on a north west – south east axis.  

 

The underlying soils in the area are a mixture of Clifton reddish till (slowly permeable 
seasonally waterlogged reddish fine and coarse loamy soils) and Cegin drift from 

Palaeozoic slaty mudstone and siltstone (slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged fine 

silty and clayey soils) (Soil Survey of England & Wales, 1984).  

 
The assessment area also lies on the boundary of two types of solid underlying 

sedimentary formations. The first is the Tournaisian and Visean Carboniferous 

Limestone series, the second is the Ashgill formation (British Geological Survey, 1979).    
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1.4 Archaeological and Historical Background  
 

  A Neolithic stone axe and the Iron Age hillfort at „Old Oswestry‟ provide evidence of 
prehistoric activity within the area as do several standing stones in the Welsh hills to the 

west. This hillfort was thought to have been occupied from 550 BC right up until the 

Romans arrived in 75 AD. Evidence for early medieval occupation in the Oswestry 
landscape can be seen in the form of a „Long Dyke Road‟ and possible cultivation 

terraces centred on National Grid Reference SJ 2958 2988. The path of Offa‟s Dyke, the 

traditional border between England and Wales as laid out in the 8
th
 century, can be seen 

to the west of Oswestry. Also a coin of Ethelred dated between 978 and 1016 has been 

recorded within the town itself (Smith, forthcoming). 

  Its strategic position as a „frontier town‟ has given it a turbulent history. The town was 
alternately in English and Welsh hands until it settled in England in 1535. 

        The name Oswestry is said to be a corruption of „Oswald‟s Tree‟. The legend is that in 
642 AD Oswald the Christian King of Northumbria fought a battle against Penda, the 

pagan King of Mercia. 

        The town of Oswestry is believed to have grown within the castle‟s bailey during the 
12

th
 century before expanding beyond its confines in the later middle ages. 

        Work on the construction of a castle began before 1086. Later, a bailey was built 
extending at the southern end towards the Cross. Pratt has hypothesised that the early 

settlement grew up in the shadow of the bailey. By the 13
th
 century documentary 

sources indicate considerable encroachment into the Bailey area itself and the creation 
of Bailey Street. Starting around 1257 the town defences were shifted outwards with the 

construction of a new town wall system. 

     By the end of the 16
th

 century, the castle (and presumably any remaining parts of the 
bailey) had fallen into disrepair, total demolition of nearly all of the remainder taking 

place c. 1650-60 during the Civil War. 
 

Oswestry was continuously the victim of borderland fighting and was burnt to the 

ground on several occasions. The centre of the town was enclosed in town walls for 

protection. There were gates in Willow Street, in Beatrice Street, Black Gate (which 
was near to the present Black Gate pub) and New Gate which was in Church Street. The 

walls and gates had all gone by the end of the 18
th
 century, but Newgate pillar, where 

tolls would have been paid when entering through New Gate still remains in Church 
Street. 

 

 

2 Aims and Objectives 

 
2.1  Geophysical Survey 

 

 To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the survey 

area.  

 To determine the extent and location of any archaeological remains present. 

 To inform the approach to trench locations during the field evaluation stage of 

work. 
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3 Geophysical Survey Methodology 
 

3.1 Fluxgate Magnetic Gradiometer Survey 

 
Two Fluxgate Gradiometers were used to undertake the survey. Previous research has 

shown that fired, or cut and backfilled archaeological features such as kilns and hearths, 

ditches and pits often have an anomalously higher magnetic susceptibility than the 
surrounding subsoil due to burning and biological processes. Differences in magnetic 

susceptibility within the subsoil and archaeological features can be detected as changing 

magnetic flux by an instrument such as a fluxgate gradiometer. Data from this may be 

mapped at closely spaced regular intervals, to produce an image that may be interpreted 
to located buried archaeological features (Clarke 1990). 

 

The machines used for both of the surveys were Geoscan Research FM256 fluxgate 
gradiometers using the double speed dual gradiometer survey mode. Detailed surveys 

were carried out in grids of 50m x 50m along parallel traverses spaced at 2m intervals, 

recording data points spaced at 0.5m intervals to a maximum instrument sensitivity of 
0.1nT in accordance with English Heritage Guidelines (EH 1995). The grids were 

surveyed in the „zigzag‟ style (traverses walked alternately south-north/north-south). At 

regular intervals the data was downloaded to a laptop computer for storage and 

assessment. 
 

The location of the survey area was then surveyed using a Topcon GTS 720 total 

station. 
 

3.2 Data Processing and Presentation 

 
Following the completion of the detailed surveys, processing and analysis took place 

using Geoscan Research‟s Geoplot v.3.00k software. The most typical method of 

visualising the data is as a greyscale image. In a greyscale, each data point is 

represented as a shade of grey, from black to white at either extreme of the data range. 
A number of standard operations were carried out to process the data. The gradiometer 

data was mathematically adjusted to account for instrument drift over time. The mean 

level of each traverse of data was reduced to zero and all grids matched so that there 
were no differences between background levels. The data was then analysed using a 

variety of parameters and styles and the most useful of these were saved as a *JPEG 

image and manipulated using Adobe Illustrator software. The results of each survey 

were then overlaid onto a digital map of the study area. This was then used to produce 
the interpretation figures. 

 

4 Results of the Geophysical Survey 

 
4.1 Location of the Detailed Surveys 

 
The detailed scan survey was undertaken in area one as highlighted on fig 2. 

 
Area 1, running approximately north – south and roughly parallel with the field 

boundary to the east, was surveyed in warm, sunny conditions over unmown grass. No 

metallic objects with a potential to interfere with the survey were visible on the ground 

surface although a barbed wire fence and overhead cables were noted running along the 
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eastern field boundary. As previously noted several possible tree throws were noted 

within the field. Prior to the survey being undertaken the locations of known 

subterranean services were established so as to be ruled out of the survey during 

interpretation. The geophysical survey was made up of 5 grids aligned north – south 
adjacent to the eastern field boundary. Owing to the curvature of this field boundary 

(see Fig 2) the three southernmost grids were not able to be fully surveyed with each 

losing approximately 10m from their eastern extremity. To account for this lost area an 
extra grid was surveyed at the north western end of the assessment area.    

  

4.2 Results of the Survey 

 
The geophysical survey shows six separate features (Fig 3); 

 
Feature A shows as a large bipolar magnetic response in a linear arrangement running 

on a NNE – SSW alignment. The feature measures approximately 50 metres in length 

and up to 3-4 metres in width.  
 

Feature B shows as a distinct bipolar magnetic response in what appears to be a circular 

shape. The extent of the feature is unknown as it is located at the south western 

extremity of the survey area. The surveyed area of the feature measures approximately 
30 metres wide and 25 metres long.   

 

Feature C shows up as a roughly circular magnetic response in the north western corner 
of the survey area. The feature is approximately 9 metres in diameter.  

 

Feature D shows as an ephemeral linear feature with an extremely low magnetic 

response. The feature is aligned on a north east – south west axis and measures 
approximately 60 metres in length and around 2 metres in width.  

 

Feature E shows as an ephemeral curvilinear feature with a low magnetic response in 
the north west of the survey area, possibly being located beneath feature C. The feature 

measures approximately 50 metres in length and approximately 2 – 3 metres in width.  

 
Feature F shows as an ephemeral linear feature with a low magnetic response associated 

with a sub-oval feature in the south east of the survey area in close proximity to feature 

B. The linear appears to measure approximately 40 metres in length and around 2 

metres in width.   
 

4.3 Interpretation 

 
The most prominent feature, feature A, is likely to represent a modern service duct. 

Marked on a service map is a 24” pipe crossing the assessment area at that point. An 

inspection cover was also noted within the field during the geophysical survey in the 
area of feature A.   

 

Feature B, the roughly circular feature to the south of the survey area, shows a large 

bipolar magnetic response. Given the strength of the signal this seems likely to 
represent a sub-surface spread/dump of material, possibly rubble, but is also likely to 

include ferrous material. The desk based assessment carried out in 2005 by Jones and 

Grant shows a „former pond‟ in this area. It seems likely that the pond may have been 
backfilled and hence picked up during the survey.  

 

Feature C, the roughly circular magnetic response, is a potentially significant 

archaeological feature. Although several circular tree throws are present within the 
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surface of the field this seems unlikely to represent such a feature owing both to its size 

and the magnetic response it emitted. Whilst a magnetic signal was recorded it was not 

of a comparable strength to that of Features A & B. It may, therefore, represent 

combustion rather than ferrous material. Further post survey processing (manipulation 
of the raw data to 2 standard deviations) showed that the feature appears as a small 

circle within a larger circle. 

 
Features D, E & F are extremely ephemeral features, only showing under a low pass 

filter, possibly representative of ditches. The natural geology shows on the survey as 

east – west striations. Whilst features D, E and F may be a part of this natural geology 
the fact that they appear to run at opposing angles to the geology may signify their 

being cultural rather than natural. Ditches or other negative features would seem to be 

the most likely explanation of these features.  

 
 

5 Conclusions of the Geophysical Survey 

 
The geophysical survey undertaken within the assessment area has shown that several 

features may be present. However, further investigation of features B, C, D, E & F 

through excavation of trial trenches should commence before any definite conclusions 
are drawn.   

 

6 Aims and Objectives 

6.1 Field Evaluation 

 To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the 

proposed development area paying particular attention to those features 
identified during by the geophysical survey. 

 To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, quality and date of any 

archaeological remains present. 

 To establish the ecofactual and environmental potential of archaeological 
deposits and features 

 To appraise the likely impact of the development proposal on any surviving 

archaeological deposits and, if appropriate, to make suggestions for a mitigation 
strategy or, where areas contain archaeology of national importance, for 

preservation in situ. 

 

7 Evaluation Methodology 

7.1 Scope of Fieldwork 

The evaluation consisted of six machine-excavated trenches (Fig 4) that were 2 m in 

width. Trenches 1, 2, 3, 4 & 6 were 20 metres long whilst Trench 5 was 30 metres long. 
A mechanical excavator (JCB 428E) fitted with a toothless bucket removed the 

overburden under close archaeological supervision. 
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Project Manager Chris E Smith (AIFA) and project assistants Irma Bernardus and 
Rachael Jones undertook the evaluation under the overall direction of Kevin Blockley 

(MIFA). The trenches were cleaned by hand, sections were recorded and drawn at 

scales of 1:20 and 1:10 whilst plans were made at scales of 1:20 and 1:50. All trenches 
were photographed using 35mm colour slide, 35mm black and white print film and high 

resolution digital photography. 

All works were undertaken in accordance with both the IFA‟s Standards and Guidance: 
for a geophysical survey and archaeological evaluation and current Health and Safety 

legislation. 

7.2  Finds 

Finds were recovered by hand during the course of the excavation and bagged by 
context. 

7.3  Palaeo-environmental evidence 

Deposits suited to environmental sampling located during the evaluation were taken as 
bulk samples in sterile ten litre tubs. These were then taken to the CAP office for later 

environmental and visual analysis.  

7.4  Radiocarbon sample analysis 

   A single sample suitable for radiocarbon dating (C14) was recovered in sterile 
containment and taken to the CAP office for forwarding to the radiocarbon accelerator 

laboratory at Queens University, Belfast.     

 

8 Evaluation Results 

8.1 Ground and weather conditions 

Generally the ground conditions were dry and occasionally dusty whilst weather 

conditions were generally hot, dry and sunny. A small amount of flooding due to rising 

groundwater did occur along Trench 1 and at the eastern end of Trench 2. This did not, 
however, hamper proceedings in any way.  

8.2 Distribution of deposits 

The topsoil deposits were of a uniform nature across the site being composed of loosely 
compacted dark brown/grey silt. Subsoil deposits varied slightly in their composition 

across the site although were generally composed of a fine grained mid brown/orange 
silty clay. Natural deposits varied across the site. Trenches 1 and 2 showed a 

waterlogged clay natural with manganese staining and occasional stone inclusions 

whereas natural clay in Trenches 3 – 6 showed less or no manganese staining but had 

the same stone inclusions. The presence of manganese staining is generally understood 
to represent the presence of water within the soil matrix. This is borne out by the rising 

groundwater observed in Trenches 1 and 2.    

 

 

   



 7 

8.3 Descriptions 
 

Trench 1 (Figs 4, 5, & 6) (Plates 1 & 2) 

Trench 1, measuring 20m x 2m, was aligned on an east – west axis and was located 
over an area not subjected to the geophysical survey. Removal of the turf and topsoil 

(101) and the silt clay subsoil (102) was undertaken by mechanical excavator under 

close archaeological supervision. Although some pieces of 19
th

 century ceramic and 
ceramic building material were recovered from the top and subsoil deposits no features 

of archaeological significance were noted. An intact ceramic land drain was noted and 

preserved intact at the western end of the trench running on a north west – south east 
axis. At the interface between the silt clay subsoil (102) and the natural clay (105) a 

small gully (c. 0.2m wide, 0.15m deep) was noted. This gully [103] was cut into the 

natural clay and ran on a north west – south east axis across the trench and contained a 
single compact grey clay fill (104). No datable material was recovered from the gully 

[103]. No further features of archaeological significance were located within this trench.  

 

Trench 2 (Figs 4, 5 & 7) (Plates 3, 4 & 5) 

Trench 2, measuring 20m x 2m, was aligned on an east – west axis and was located 

over Features C and D as highlighted by the geophysical survey. The circular feature 
located on the geophysical survey and identified as a feature of potential archaeological 

significance is visible on the ground as an extant „mound‟ or undulation within the 

topography of the field. The eastern end of Trench 2 was located on the apex of this 
mound. Removal of the turf and topsoil (201) was undertaken by mechanical excavator 

under close archaeological supervision. Located immediately beneath the turf and 

topsoil horizon (201) was a firmly compacted layer of small (c. 3-8cm) sub-angular heat 

cracked and affected stones within a dark brown silt (202). The heat cracked stones 
accounted for at least 80 – 85% of the whole context and are undoubtedly responsible 

for the magnetic response picked up by the geophysical survey. Mechanical excavation 

ceased at the top of this deposit and further cleaning was undertaken by hand. The stone 
deposit (202) was found to be arranged as a mound, becoming thinner and deeper 

beneath the topsoil towards the west (see Fig 7). A section, one metre wide and 4.5 

metres long, was excavated by hand through the mound deposit down on to natural clay 
levels (203). Deposit (202) was found to be approximately 0.5m deep at its deepest 

point (although it should be noted that the excavated section did not continue to the top 

of the mound). The natural clay was found to be roughly flat beneath the mound thus 

suggesting that the entire mound visible in the area is composed of similar heat cracked 
stones. Five 10 litre sterile sample buckets were filled with deposit (202) as a bulk 

sample. Also, located at the interface between the stone deposit (202) and the natural 

clay (203), a charcoal sample suitable for radiocarbon dating was recovered.  
Mechanical excavation continued on the remainder of the trench revealing similar 

subsoil and natural clay deposits to those seen in Trench 1 but no further features of 

archaeological significance were located. An intact ceramic land drain was noted to the 

in the middle of the trench running on a north west – south east axis. This may account 
for Feature D on the geophysics.       

 

Trench 3 (Figs 4 & 5) 

Trench 3, measuring 15m x 2m, was aligned on an NNW - SSE axis and was located so 

as to investigate Feature E, a possible ditch highlighted by the geophysical survey. 
Removal of the turf and topsoil (301) and the silt clay subsoil (302) was undertaken by 

mechanical excavator under close archaeological supervision down to the level of the 

compact clay natural (303). Although several pieces of 19
th
 century ceramic and a single 
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late 17
th

 century clay tobacco pipe bowl were located within the subsoil these seem 

likely to represent residual background material as no ditch (Feature E) was located. 

The trench was thus extended 5 metres to the NNW taking the full length to 20 metres. 

This also failed to locate the ditch and showed similar deposits to those noted within the 
original 15 metres. No features of archaeological significance were thus noted within 

this trench.   

 

Trench 4 (Figs 4, 5 & 8) (Plates 6 & 7) 

Trench 4, measuring 20m x 2m, was aligned on a north – south axis and was located 
over an area not subjected to the previously undertaken geophysical survey. The 

location was designed to encounter any potential continuation of the ditch (Feature E). 

Removal of the turf and topsoil (401) was undertaken by mechanical excavator under 

close archaeological supervision. The ditch (Feature E) was visible as a linear cut [403] 
(1m wide) with a dark fill (404) cut into the top of the subsoil deposit (402) in the 

middle of the trench and running on a south west – north east axis. Excavation of the 

remainder of the trench by mechanical excavator continued down to the compact clay 
natural level (409) although no further archaeological features were noted. Excavation 

of the ditch [403] was undertaken by hand. Excavation of a section (Fig 8) across ditch 

showed ditch cut [403] to be the third in a series of ditch re-cutting episodes. Two 
earlier ditches, [405] and [407], were noted running on the same alignment as [403]. 

The earliest of these ditch cuts [407] was located beneath ditches [403] and [405] and 

was found to have been severely truncated on both its edges during their cutting. The 

extremely compact clay fill (408) of this original ditch yielded no datable material. The 
second ditch cut [405] appears to have been the largest (although, owing to later 

truncation, an accurate estimate of the size of ditch [407] cannot be made) at around 

1.4m in width and 0.65m in depth. The cutting of this ditch truncated the southern edge 
of ditch [403]. The moderately compacted single clay fill of this ditch also produced no 

datable material. The third and most recent ditch cut, [403], truncated both [405] and 

[407] on their northern edges and contained a single dark gritty silt fill. This was found 
to contain domestic refuse such as mid to late 19

th
 century/early 20

th
 century pottery 

(„Buckley‟ ware, locally produced in Wrexham), animal bone, slate and fragments of 

ceramic building material. Whilst the third ditch contains securely datable material the 

previous two must remain classed as undated. The alignment of the ditches showed that 
their continuation was approximately one metre to the south of Trench 3. No further 

archaeological features were noted within this trench.            

 

Trench 5 (Figs 4, 5 & 9) (Plates 8 & 9) 

Trench 5, measuring 30m x 2m, was aligned on an NNW - SSE axis and was located so 
as to investigate Features B and F highlighted by the geophysical survey. Feature B, 

according to the desk based assessment, was likely to be a backfilled pond dating to 

around 1900 whereas Feature F appears as possible ditch cuts or other negative features. 

Removal of the turf and topsoil (501) was undertaken by mechanical excavator under 
close archaeological supervision. Located immediately beneath the topsoil horizon was 

an extremely black layer (502) composed of ash and corroded ferrous material. This 

was taken to represent the backfill of the pond so mechanical excavation ceased at this 
level to be continued by hand. Excavation of the remainder of the trench showed no 

further archaeological features but did show some variations within the natural clay 

which appeared to approximate those features located on the geophysical survey. Test 

excavation of these features yielded no results and no definite edges. They were thus 
ruled out as features of archaeological interest. A section, 4 metres long and 1 metre 

wide, was excavated though the backfilled pond deposit. The edge of the pond was 

found to slope at an angle of around 30°. The excavated section was approximately one 
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metre deep at its deepest point although the pond deposits further to the south and hence 

the middle of the pond are anticipated to be deeper. Three distinct fill episodes were 

clear within the excavated section (502) (503) (506) although each was characterised by 

the same black ash material. Each layer within the pond backfill produced a vast 
number of late 19

th
/early 20

th
 century finds including many complete glass bottles, 

ceramics, metal objects and animal bones. Whilst a representative sample was taken the 

majority of the material was not retained. Plate 10 shows a sample of some of the 
excavated glass bottles. Also recovered from the pond backfill (502) was a small silver 

or possibly pewter thimble (Plate 11).  

Trench 6 (Figs 4 & 5)  

Trench 6, measuring 20m x 2m, was aligned on an east – west axis and was located 
over an area not subjected to the previously undertaken geophysical survey. Removal of 

the turf and topsoil (601) and the silt clay subsoil (602) was undertaken by mechanical 

excavator under close archaeological supervision down to the level of the compact clay 

natural (603). No finds or archaeological features were located within this trench.      

 

9  Finds 

Although a vast amount of material culture was unearthed in Trench 5 relatively little 

was found in the other five trenches.  Material recovered included iron objects such as 
nails which were noted but not retained and occasional sherds of modern pottery the 

majority of which came from the topsoil horizons.  
 

9.1 Pottery 

The ceramic assemblage is in a good condition and appears to represent mainly late 19
th

 

and early 20
th
 century vessels. Included in the assemblage were examples of stoneware, 

porcelain, industrially produced developed white wares as well as various glazed 

earthenwares. The majority of the pottery assemblage came from Trench 5 although that 

located within the other trenches was of a contemporary date.    

9.2  Glass (Plate 10) 

  A vast amount of glass vessels, many complete, were encountered. As examples these 
bottles included Shippams Fish Paste, Bovril, Cartons HP Sauce, Inecto hair treatment, 

Boots the Chemist, beer from Oswestry, Wrexham and Liverpool breweries as well as 

many unmarked examples. The Inecto hair treatment bottles from the upper fill (502) 
provide a cut off date for dumping in the pond as the company dates to the 1920‟s. 

9.3  Clay Tobacco Pipe 

  Several clay tobacco pipes were also recovered during the field evaluation; again the 

majority were from Trench 5 although a late 17
th
/early 18

th
 example was recovered from 

the Trench 3 subsoil (302). It bears a makers stamp of „Sam‟ above a five pointed star. 
The other examples all date from the late 19

th
 century and include a ship and anchor 

embossed bowl, a longitudinally ribbed bowl and a stem of a „Dirty Dick‟ design pipe. 

All of these later pipes are made by Pollock‟s of Manchester (in production 1879 – 
1900). Examples from Mclardy‟s of Manchester (in production 1869 – 1930) were also 

present within the assemblage.  
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9.4  Small Find (Plate 11) 

 A small pewter or possibly silver thimble was also recovered from the pond backfill 
(502). It has a 17mm diameter at the base, stands 23mm high and has a 12mm diameter 

at its top. The standard pitted surface covers the top half of the thimble with a series of 

11 swirling flower designs covering the lower half. A faded hall mark and inscription 

cover the outside rim of the base.   

10 Discussion and Interpretation 

10.1  Reliability of field investigation 

The evaluation was unhampered by any modern building or agricultural activity. Two 
ceramic of land drains were identified but their impact on proceedings was minimal. A 

small amount of flooding due to rising groundwater was present in both Trenches 1 and 
2 although this also did not hamper the field investigation.  

The overall findings of the field evaluation were consistent with the archaeological 
activity suggested by the geophysical survey. The possible ditch identified as running 

across the proposed development area has been confirmed as well as the large magnetic 

feature in the north west of the survey area. The pond, though previously identified by 

the desk based assessment, has now also been accurately located.  

10.2  Overall interpretation 

Of the features located during the field evaluation the pond appears to need the least 
interpretation. Marked as an oval feature, possibly a pond, on the 1902 Ordnance 

Survey Map the area appears to have quickly turned into a dump for domestic refuse 

with material being deposited for presumably the next few years, seemingly into the 
1920‟s.  

The final phase [403] of the three ditches located in Trench 4 appears to date from 

roughly the same time period as the backfilled pond. The two earlier phases 
unfortunately remain undated. As the old maps present within the desk based 

assessment show no boundary ditch crossing this field the ditch may have been used for 

drainage purposes.  

The large mound of heat cracked and affected stone located in the north western corner 

of the geophysical survey and excavated in Trench 2 would appear to be a burnt mound. 
Burnt mounds, particularly common in Ireland, traditionally date to the Bronze Age 

although early medieval examples are known in Ireland. They are usually found in 

waterlogged areas (it is worth noting that the area of the burnt mound is the same area 

as the rising groundwater present in Trenches 1 and 2), rarely in isolation, and have 
been interpreted as cooking places. “Water was boiled in a stone or wood lined trough 

by immersing hot stones in it. The used stones were raked out and cast aside to build up 

the characteristic kidney shaped or oval mounds which surround the site of the trough” 
(Ryan, 1991, p102). The shape of the magnetic response visible on the geophysical 

survey is indeed kidney shaped around a separate feature. Other theories surrounding 

the use of burnt mounds include the idea of sweat houses or saunas. Ethnographic 
examples from Africa have been shown to be used as saunas as part of a ritualistic 

cleansing process.  
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10.3  Significance 

The locating of the burnt mound is significant in that, whilst others are known both in 
Wales and the West Midlands, only one other example has been excavated in 

Shropshire (Watson, Pers.comm). Although it is assumed to belong to the Bronze Age   

it is hoped that a potential radiocarbon sample from the burnt mound itself will give a 

more accurate date as to when it was in use.  

The geophysical survey shows a perfect kidney shaped magnetic response surrounding 

a central feature, most likely a trough. When the geophysical survey results are 
combined with the fact that the mound shows as an extant topographic undulation (Fig 

10) within the field it must be surmised that the majority of the burnt mound and its 

associated trough is intact. This is significant in that an intact monument, most likely of 
Bronze Age date, exists within the area of proposed development. It is recommended 

that prior to development a mitigation strategy concerning the burnt mound be put in 

place.    
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