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HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING OF THE OLD FORGE, 

4 BARRINGTON STREET, TIVERTON, DEVON 
 

 

 

Summary 

A small functional two-storey building at the rear of 4 Barrington Street, Tiverton, was 

surveyed and recorded prior to its conversion to domestic use.  The building, which 

probably dates from the late 18th or early 19th century, appears to have been purpose-

built for light industrial use, and is possibly older than the house behind which it is 

located.  It was in use as a smithy by c.1838 and continued in use as such until the late 

1920s.  Remains of two flues from forge hearths survive and there is possible evidence that 

the building was once divided into two working units.   

 

Introduction 
The recording of a former blacksmith’s forge or smithy at the rear of 4 Barrington Street, 

Tiverton, has been carried out at the request of the property owner and his architects, 

Messrs Randell Burton, of Tiverton, prior to the conversion and reuse of the building for 

domestic purposes.  4 Barrington Street is a Grade II listed building (see Appendix A).  

 

A detailed visual non-intrusive survey was carried out by Martin and Sue Watts in 

February 2008.  Background and other relevant information has been compiled from a 

variety of sources, which are acknowledged and referenced.   

 

The writer is grateful to the building owner for arranging access and for supplying much 

useful background information. 

 

The drawings included in this report are based on plans, elevations and sections supplied 

by Randell Burton Architects. 

 

The site record and photographs will be deposited with the Royal Albert Memorial 

Museum, Exeter, accession number 13/2008. 

 

Location 
The building is situated to the rear of an early- or mid-19th century house on the west side 

at the south end of Barrington Street, just north of its junction with Gold Street, NGR SS 

9572 1261.  Access to the former forge is either through the house, or along a passage on 

the south side of the house.  The building is orientated approximately north-south.  It faces 

a small yard on the east side and is hemmed in by buildings at both its north and south 

ends.  Immediately to the west is a neighbouring garden, the level of which is above that of 

the ground floor of the forge, so the west wall in part acts as a retaining wall.  

 

Historical background 

The building is marked ‘Smithy’ on the 1:500 Ordnance Survey town plan of Tiverton 

(Sheet XLV 7.9, surveyed 1888, published 1889, Fig.1) and ‘Smy’ on the second edition 

OS 1:2500 of 1905 (Fig.2).  There is no tithe map or apportionment for the town area of 

Tiverton, but the building appears to have been in use as a blacksmith’s shop by 1838, 

when John Stevens junior is listed as a smith in Barrington Street in Robson’s Directory.  

In  1830 a John Stevens was listed as a blacksmith at Loman Green in Pigot & Co’s 

Directory and in 1838 the entry ‘Stevens Jno Senior Lets horses &c. Barrington street’ 
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appears below his son’s entry in Robson’s Directory.  In 1841 John Stevens (aged 30) is 

recorded as a smith in Barrington Street in the census; he lived there with his wife, Mary 

(35), their son, John (4 months), William Hooper (15), smith’s apprentice, and John 

Mansfield (30), journeyman smith (Trott 2004).  According to a notice in the Exeter Flying 

Post for 21 July 1836, John Stevens, blacksmith, married Mary, the only daughter of Mr 

James Harwood, waggoner, at Cove Chapel, Tiverton, on 13 July 1836.  John Stevens is 

still recorded as a blacksmith in Barrington Street in White’s Directory of 1850, and in 

1856 the Post Office Directory lists ‘Stevens John, livery stables, Barrington street’. 

 

It has proved difficult to follow occupation of the premises in the second half of the 19th 

century through the census returns, as the Barrington Street properties are not clearly 

numbered.  No relevant entry was found in the 1857 directory; the next entry appears in 

the Post Office Directory for 1866, when William Hooper is listed as a blacksmith in 

Barrington Street.  In the same directory Miss Fanny Stevens, dress maker, (possibly a 

relation) is also listed in Barrington Street.  In subsequent directories William Hooper is 

recorded as either a blacksmith or a shoeing smith (Morris’s 1870; Harrod’s 1878; Kelly’s 

1883; White’s 1890).  In 1897 Sidney Hooper (presumably his son) is listed as a 

blacksmith in Barrington Street. 

 

Research carried out by an archivist at the Devon Record Office provides further evidence 

for the early 20th century.  In 1901 Sydney Hooper (34), shoeing and general smith, was 

resident at 4 Barrington Street with his wife Emily (24) and two children (DCC 2006).  

Sydney is listed as a blacksmith at 4 Barrington Street in Kelly’s Directory for 1902, 1906 

and 1910 and as a shoeing smith in the Devonshire Trades Directory for 1912-13.  At that 

time only one other shoeing smith was listed in Tiverton, W. Berry, in Gold Street.  By the 

end of the First World War the smithy had changed hands; Thomas Dennis Phillips, 

blacksmith, was listed at 4 Barrington Street in the Kelly’s directories for 1919 and 1923 

and T. Phillips and Son in 1926.  In the Devonshire Trades Directory for 1926 T. Phillips 

is listed simply as ‘shoeing smith’.  No entries were found in the directories for 1930 and 

1935.  A weathered metal sign found at the property which is painted:       

T. PHILLIPS & SON 

          Shoeing & General Smith 
           LOCK & STOVE FITTERS   

presumably dates from the 1920s. 
 

It is thought that the forge may have also been used as a cooperage until about the end of 

World War I, and a collection of cooper’s tools, as well as a number of cask hoops and 

other related artefacts, were found in the building during clearance work.  The cooperage 

was possibly connected with Starkey, Knight and Ford’s brewery, which was situated 

nearby, to the south of Gold Street.  A barrel stave found in the building has a brass bush 

with STARKEY KNIGHT & FORD stamped into it.  These items have been retained by the 

building owner and form an interesting collection.        

 

The house was subsequently occupied by a dentist and papers and dental journals dating 

from 1919 have also been found in the building.  Harold and Mary Tucker were recorded 

at 4 Barrington Street in 1930 and 1935 and Gwendoline Tucker was resident there in 

2000/2001 (DCC 2006).   

 

A further interesting artefact is a tiny porcelain doll, which was found embedded in the 

mortar of the brickwork of the flue in the south-west corner, about 2m above floor level 

(see photograph).  The doll is currently in the possession of the building owner. 
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Description of the building (see drawings) 

The building is approximately 8.7m north-south and 3.4m east-west on plan, and contains 

two floors.  It is a three bay structure, with two main beams spanning east-west that carry 

the first floor and two roof trusses directly above them.  It has a gabled roof, clad with 

double roman tiles.  Only the east elevation is readily visible from the outside and at the 

time of survey this was partly obscured by ivy and scaffolding. 

 

Ground floor:  

The building is entered on the east side, through a doorway from the small enclosed yard.  

It is at present partly used for storage and the ground floor surface was not fully visible.  A 

small area of cobbles survives across the south end of the ground floor and there appears to 

have formerly been a hearth built on top of the cobbled area in the south-east corner.  A 

concrete edge running west across the building from the south side of the entrance door 

appears to indicate the position of a former partition; this is reflected at roof level (see 

below).  The floor of the central bay is boarded with heavy timber baulks running east-

west, laid directly on the earth, most of which are now very decayed.  This section of floor 

is about 2.1m wide.  There is some brick edging on the west side, about 0.33m east of the 

front of a hearth or furnace.  In the northern bay there appear to have been more boards 

laid directly on the ground, aligned north-south.    

 

The lower part of the east wall to the south of the central doorway is of rubble stone, which 

forms a plinth about 0.76m high, with brickwork above.  The stone plinth projects on both 

faces below the brickwork.  The east wall has a large structural opening about 3.54m wide 

which has been infilled with a variety of materials, including timber studding, vertical 

boarding and brickwork, part of which forms the dividing wall between the forge and the 

kitchen.  It also includes the present doorway into the building.  The door is a relatively 

modern hardboard flush panel hung on butt hinges.  The window opening to the south of 

the door appears also to have originally been a doorway.  There are straight joints in the 

stonework on each side of the square reveals and roughly finished stonework below the 

present window cill.  The window is an ill-fitting fixed timber casement with 3 x 3 panes 

in its lower part and 4 x 2 panes above.  Both sides of the window frame are filled with 

vertical boards; it is obviously an improvised fit, rather than being original to the opening.      

 

The south, west and north walls are visible from the inside only.  The south wall has a 

rubble stone plinth up to about 0.76m, with brickwork above.  The stonework has 

collapsed in one area towards the south-west corner.  The west wall is of brick and at its 

north end an arched recess with a rounded end has been formed at an angle to the face of 

the wall.  It is about 1.4m deep, with a low brick-arched ceiling, the crown of the arch 

being 1.53m above floor level, the springing at about 1.4m.  The vault is brick lined, some 

of the bricks being laid on edge.  On the south side, where the vault meets the west wall, 

some of the brickwork has broken away revealing a small area of an inner skin of brick 

and stone.  This vault extends underneath the garden of the neighbouring property on the 

west side.  To the south of the vault an area of the west wall has been deliberately opened 

up and dug out, to locate a galvanised tank which presumably held water for quenching or 

tempering.  The face of the tank is level with the wall, just north of the flue, and within the 

void created for it a relatively modern flat brick arch has been built in to support the 

ground above. 

 

The north gable end is of brick up to about 2m above the floor, with some rubble 

stonework above.  There is a bricked-up opening, formerly about 1.2m wide, with a lintel 
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formed by a heavy strip of iron about 2.36m above floor level.  To the west of this is a 

patch of newer brickwork, possibly closing a former opening or perhaps simply a repair.   

 

The brickwork and stonework throughout are set in lime mortar.  The brickwork does not 

appear to have been laid with any regular bonding, both stretchers and headers being used 

and, in some places, bricks are laid on their sides.  The surface of the brick walling to the 

ground floor is spalled in many areas; it is generally unfinished, except in the southernmost 

bay where a thin render of lime plaster has been applied.  In the south-east corner much of 

the wall surface is smoke-blackened.  The ceiling throughout was formerly lath and 

plaster, of which some areas survive.      

 

Two brick flue structures survive in the building, one close to the south-west corner, the 

second on the west side of the central bay, almost opposite the present door, built against 

the west wall.  Both have brick flues which rise through the first floor to eaves level, where 

they are truncated.  The flue in the south-west corner has a bricked-up arch-headed 

opening on its north side.  The flue against the west wall has a cast-iron face plate with a 

small opening, perhaps for a draft or blast, on its east side, and appears to have extended 

forwards on the east side.  No hearths survive and the exact working layout of both flues is 

not immediately evident.   In the lower part of the wall in the south-east corner of the 

ground floor are two rectangular openings and an inclined shallow recess cut into the 

brickwork which appear to indicate the position of a former smith’s hearth.   

 

First floor: 

At present this is accessible only by ladder, and there is no clear evidence for the position 

of a former stairway or, more likely, a ladder or steps up from ground level. In both the 

north and south bays the first floor is in a decayed state, but it survives largely intact in the 

central bay, where the floor joists span north-south between the two main cross beams.  

The southern beam has mortises cut into both faces to take joists, but the surviving joists 

are notched over the tops of the beams.  As there are no joist mortises in the north beam, it 

is possible that the south beam may be a reused timber.  Both beams are approx 0.23m 

square and the joists to the central bay are on average about 0.13 x 0.08m in section.   

 

The wide opening in the east wall, which is to the full height of the eaves, has been infilled 

with timber boarding and corrugated metal sheeting.  Across the top of this opening is a 

braced timber truss girder built of pit-sawn softwood.  Its structure and exact function are 

unclear, although the angled braces suggest that it could have supported a projecting 

timber – perhaps for a hoist? – at mid span.  To the south of this opening is a window, set 

in a larger structural opening with square reveals.  As on the floor below, the window is ill-

fitting and not original; it has 2 fixed lights with a central horizontal glazing bar.  Right in 

the south-east corner is a small cast-iron fire basket, with an open-fronted flue rising 

vertically to eaves level.  This feature was inaccessible and therefore could not be 

examined closely.   

 

The south (gable) wall is of brick, the brickwork being stepped back with a cill 0.85m 

above floor level and a second horizontal cill at eaves level.  Above this level the apex of 

the gable end is formed in vertical timber studs, lath and plaster. 

 

The west wall is of brick, with no structural openings. The two brick flues from the ground 

floor rise against, but not tied into, this wall and both have been truncated below the roof 

line.  The flue to the hearth in the central bay is built of perforated bricks.  In the north-

west corner is a third brick flue, with an opening above floor level. 
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The north gable end is of brick to eaves level, with timber studding, lath and plaster above.  

Some reused timber boards have been nailed over the studs.  Two of these have finely 

chamfered ribs attached and may be from a wagon or vehicle.  One of the boards, which 

has been removed, has ‘WILLIA
M BUSSELL Tiverton’ painted on it. 

 

To the north of the south roof truss, a stud and brick partition survives.  This is supported 

by a timber which sits on the heads of the east and west walls at eaves level.  The position 

of this partition is above the break in the floor surface noted at ground floor level and 

suggests that the building may have been divided into two at some time.   

 

The roof is a three bay structure, defined by two trusses, with a pitch of 45°.  The south 

truss was not closely accessible because of the state of the floor, but is similar in 

appearance and construction to the north truss.  The east end of the south truss tie beam 

has been repaired with a steel shoe as part of the present building works.  The tie beam of 

the north truss bears on a timber plate on the top of the brick wall on the west side and its 

east end bearing has rotted away and is supported by a post and brace made of sawn 

softwood.  The original bearing for this end of the tie beam is unclear, as it is close to the 

timber truss girder described above.  Two iron or steel straps that run vertically down the 

wall to the floor below appear to be connected with this structure.  The north tie beam is 

about 0.24m square and has been roughly squared from a relatively small timber.  The 

principals are tenoned into the top of the tie beam at both ends and appear to have been cut 

from the same log; both are half round sections about 0.2m wide by 0.1m thick.  They are 

lapped and pegged at the apex, with a bare-faced dovetail joint.  The south truss has ridge 

pieces nailed on both faces at its apex, which obscure the joint, while the north truss has a 

ridge piece on the south side only. The north truss also has a collar, which is an addition, 

being nailed to the north side of the principals above purlin level.  The principals are 

trenched for a single row of staggered purlins each side, with cleats nailed to the faces of 

the principals to give added support to the purlin ends.  The purlins are about 0.12 x 0.08m 

in section.  Part of the original vertical ridge board survives at the north end of the roof; the 

common rafters and tile battens have been renewed recently. The roof timbers are simply 

converted and plainly finished; only one carpenter’s or assembly mark was visible, on the 

south side at the foot of the east principal of the north truss, comprising an x and II.  The 

rafters and tile battens have been renewed as part of the present building works. 

 

The roof, which was under repair at the time of survey, is clad with double roman tiles, 

some of which are marked with a circular stamp with the wording BROWNE & C
o
 

BRIDGWATER  and VR around a head, apparently that of Queen Victoria, facing left.  

Others have COLTHURST SYMONS & CO BRIDGWATER, with a classical head facing 

left.  The ridge is formed with inverted V-shaped clay tiles.  There were originally a 

number of glass tiles (about 3 each side; Paul Taylor, pers comm.) in the roof, which 

formed small skylights. 
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Dating and discussion 

The structural development of the building is somewhat difficult to interpret.  It is possible 

that the stone plinth visible at the foot of the south and east walls may represent an earlier 

building – possibly single storey – which was rebuilt as a two-storey structure in brick, 

perhaps in the early 19th century.  If this is so, the original building may pre-date the 

house, which the listing description ascribes to the early-mid 19th century.  An unusual 

feature for a smithy is that the building contains an upper floor, and there are fireplace 

flues in both the south-east and north-west corners.  Again these are unusual in that they 

are both located tight into the corners, positions that would seem to indicate they were not 

for domestic use.  Both of the surviving brick flues that rise from ground floor level were 

inserted into an existing building, which suggests that the building was perhaps not 

originally built as a smithy or forge and that it was adapted for that use, although the 

documentary evidence indicates that this had taken place by about 1838.  The wide full-

height opening on the east side appears to have been built to enable materials to be lifted 

up and stored at first floor level, again an unusual feature for a smithy.  The braced timber 

truss structure across the top of the opening at eaves level may have been intended to 

support a projecting hoist beam for lifting goods or materials up from ground level, 

although its construction and good condition do not suggest that it is of early date; it is 

perhaps late 19th century.   

 

The roof structure is simple and makes use of timbers which were sparingly converted 

from relatively small trees, so it was economically built.  The construction of the roof 

trusses provides little dating evidence; they are probably late 18th or early 19th century.  

The stamps on the clay roof tiles indicate that they date from the second half of the 19th 

century, most probably between 1850 and 1890 (Brian Murless, pers comm.).  The reuse 

of some wrought timber boards, possibly from a wagon, and finds of tools and other 

artefacts, including the Phillips’s sign, confirm the use of building as a smithy, possibly 

also as a cooperage, the latter perhaps connected with Starkey, Knight & Ford’s brewery. 

 

The building at the rear of the house, now a kitchen with a bathroom above, which infills 

the north side of the yard, is a later insertion, being shown as an open-fronted, perhaps 

lean-to, structure on the OS 1:500 map (1888/9).  Both of the surviving brick flues appear 

to be insertions and they may not be contemporary with each other.  It also appears that the 

building was divided into two units, with the insertion of a vertical partition of which 

evidence survives at ground floor and roof level, although the documentary sources do not 

suggest that the building had more than one function.  The brick flues are also difficult to 

interpret, as the smith’s hearths do not survive; the probable position of a hearth in the 

south-east corner, with a former door immediately to its north side, would be good from 

access and light point of view.  Smithies are usually dimly lit, to enable the smith to see 

the colour of the heated metal. 

 

The tiny porcelain doll is what is known as a ‘frozen Charlotte’, because she is made from 

one piece of porcelain and has no moving limbs or parts.  She also takes her name from a 

ditty about the death of a girl who refused to dress warmly whilst riding to a ball on New 

Year’s Eve.  Such dolls were primarily made in Germany, the centre of doll-making 

production throughout the 19th century, and also in Austria and Czechoslovakia.  They 

were often hidden in cakes, in the same way that coins were put in Christmas puddings.  

She is of 19th century date (John Allan, pers comm.; Sarah Wood, pers comm.). 
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Finally, it is interesting to note that the late 19th century maps and plans show the building 

enclosed much as it is now, with access along a narrow passage to the south of the house.  

All materials and the customers and horses that were shod at the smithy must have been 

brought in this way. 

 

In conclusion 

The Old Forge at the rear of 4 Barrington Street is an interesting survival of a small urban 

light-industrial building, which probably dates from the late 18th or early 19th century.  

Although not easy to interpret, there are a number of interesting features within the 

building and the remains of flues apparently associated with forging hearths and other 

artefacts connected with its former use as a smithy and, possibly, cooper’s shop, amplify 

this interest.  Further features may be revealed as work on the building progresses and it is 

considered that any such features should be recorded and added to this record.  It is 

possible that further documentary research and local knowledge may also provide further 

information about the life and function of the building.   
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Appendix A 

English Heritage Listing for 4 Barrington Street, Tiverton, Devon 

LBS Number: 485216 

Grade: II 

Date Listed: 10/04/2000 

 

House.  Early or mid C19.  Painted brick; left side wall of red brick in ground storey, 

roughcast above.  Tarred slated roof.  2 chimneys just visible on rear slope of roof, that to 

right being of red brick. Plan: double-fronted and probably only one room deep.  Side 

passage to left.  Exterior: 2 storeys with basement.  2 windows wide with doorway in 

centre.  Door is 6-panelled, the 2 lowest panels flush; flanking pilasters supporting 

entablature, the cornice projecting on shaped brackets.  Cast-iron shoe-scraper set into wall 

on left side.  Windows have slightly curved gauged arches; 6-paned sashes.  Doorway to 

left has round arch; plank door.  Moulded board below the eaves.  Interior: not inspected.  

Occupies a prominent position in a fine street. 
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Fig.1:  4 Barrington Street, Tiverton. OS 1:500, 1888/9.  Not reproduced to scale 
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Fig.2:  4 Barrington Street, Tiverton.  OS 1:2500, 2nd edition, 1905. Not reproduced to 

scale.  The position of the Old Forge is outlined in red. 
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Fig. 3: The Old Forge: Floor plans 
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Fig.4: The Old Forge: West – East Section 
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Fig.5: The Old Forge: East Elevation 
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4 Barrington Street, Tiverton: house front 

 

 
East elevation of smithy 
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Ground floor looking south, with brick flue 

 

 
Ground floor, central flue against west wall 
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Ground floor: probable hearth position in south-east corner 

 

 
Ground floor: brick vault in north-east corner 
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First floor, south-east corner, showing fireplace and open flue 

 

 
First floor: flue in north-west corner 
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First floor: timber girder structure on east side 

 

 
Stud, brick and lath partition inserted between roof trusses 
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North gable end, showing truss, lath and plaster infill and timber panels 

 

 
Roof structure: looking north from ground floor level 
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North truss and ridge, from south 

 
North truss: west end of tie beam, from south 

 

 

 

Carpenter’s mark on foot 

of east principal, north 

truss 
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Painted sign of T. Phillips & Son 

 

 
Painted board of William Bussell, Tiverton 

 

 
Porcelain doll found in flue mortar joint (50p for scale) 
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Appendix B 

 

BRIEF FOR HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING 

 

Location: The Old Forge, 4 Barrington Street, Tiverton 

Parish:  Tiverton 

District:  Mid Devon 

County: Devon 

NGR:  295723.112611 

 

Proposal:  Conversion of building to form ancillary accommodation to 4 Barrington 

Street 

 

Historic Environment Service ref: Arch/dc/md/12613 

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 This brief has been prepared by the Devon County Council Historic Environment 

Service (HES), at the request of David Randell, with regard to the archaeological 

works - in this case a programme of historic building fabric record - requested by 

Catherine Marlow, Mid Devon Conservation Officer - to be undertaken to support 

a planning application for conversion of the above property. 

 

1.2 In accordance with PPG15 (1994) Planning and the Historic Environment, PPG16 

(1990) Archaeology and Planning Policy and the Local Development Framework 

Policy on archaeology, should a planning application be submitted for the 

conversion of this building the recommendation of the HES would be that any 

consent granted should be conditional upon a programme of archaeological work 

being undertaken. This condition would require that:  

 

‘No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the 

implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with a 

written scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the applicant and 

approved by the Planning Authority.’  The development shall be carried out at all 

times in strict accordance with the approved scheme, or such other details as may 

be subsequently agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.’ 

 

1.3 The principal objectives of the programme shall be to investigate and record any 

historic building fabric or architectural detail that is obscured removed or otherwise 

affected by the development. 

 

1.4 The Old Forge is shown as a ‘smithy’ on the 1885-95 OS map of Tiverton lying to 

the rear of 4 Barrington Street.  Photographs submitted by Mr Randell show that 

the standing building contains architectural features associated with its former use 

as a forge. 

 

2. WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION 

 

This document sets out the scope of the works required to record the historic fabric 

affected by the proposed development and will form the basis of the Written 
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Scheme of Investigation to be prepared by the archaeological consultant to be 

approved by the HES and Catherine Marlow - MDDC Conservation Officer. 

 

3. PROGRAMME OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS 

 

3.1 Desk-based assessment 

A limited programme of work shall be undertaken and will comprise a desk-based 

appraisal of the site to place the development area into its historic and 

archaeological context.  This work will consist of map regression based on the 

Ordnance Survey maps and the Tithe Map(s) and Apportionments.  The reporting 

requirements for the desk-based work will be confirmed in consultation with the 

HES. 

 

3.2 Historic building recording 

 

3.2.1  A record shall be made of the historic fabric of the building affected by the 

proposed conversion. This works shall conform to Levels 1-2 of recording levels as 

set in Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice - 

English Heritage 2006 (available on-line at the English Heritage website) and 

described in outline below. 

 

Level 1 is essentially a basic visual record, supplemented by the minimum of 

information needed to identify the building’s location, age and type. This is the 

simplest record, not normally an end in itself but contributing to a wider aim. 

Typically it will be undertaken when the objective is to gather basic information 

about a large number of buildings – for statistical sampling, for area assessments or 

historic landscape characterisation, for a pilot project, to identify buildings for 

planning purposes, or whenever resources are limited and much ground has to be 

covered in a short time. It may also serve to identify buildings requiring more 

detailed attention at a later date. Level 1 surveys will generally be of exteriors only, 

although they may include superficial interior inspection for significant features. 

Only if circumstances and objectives allow will any drawings be produced, and 

these are likely to take the form of sketches.  

 

Level 2 is a descriptive record, made in circumstances similar to those of Level 1 

but when more information is needed. It may be made of a building which is 

judged not to require any fuller record, or it may serve to gather data for a wider 

project. Both the exterior and the interior will be viewed, described and 

photographed. The record will present conclusions regarding the building’s 

development and use, but will not discuss in detail the evidence on which these 

conclusions are based. A plan and sometimes other drawings may be made but the 

drawn record will normally not be comprehensive and may be tailored to the scope 

of a wider project. 

 

The detail of recording will be set out in a Written Scheme of Investigation to be 

prepared by the archaeological contractor undertaking the works. 

 

3.3 The photographic record shall be made in B/W print supplemented by digital or 

colour transparency.  If digital imagery is to be the sole photographic record then 

suitably archivable prints must be made of the digital images by a photographic 

laboratory.  Laser or inkjet prints of digital images, while acceptable for inclusion 
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in the report, are not an acceptable medium for archives.  The drawn and written 

record will be on an appropriately archivable medium. 

 

3.4 The consultant should make themselves familiar with the specification required for 

each of the recording levels.  The detail of the proposed archaeological works 

should be set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation, including reference to the 

appropriate IFA and scientific guidelines for the analysis and dating of the historic 

buildings. 

 

3.5 Should significant historical and/or architectural elements be identified within the 

building the Mid Devon District Council Conservation Officer and the HES will be 

informed.  The applicant will ensure that any such exposed elements remain 

undisturbed until their significance can be determined and to allow consideration 

for their retention in situ. 

 

4. MONITORING 

 

4.1 The archaeological consultant shall agree monitoring arrangements with the 

County Historic Environment Service and the District Conservation Officer and 

give two weeks notice, unless a shorter period is agreed with the HES, of 

commencement of the fieldwork.  Details will be agreed of any monitoring points 

where decisions on options within the programme are to be made. 

 

4.2 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive and finds. 

 

5. REPORTING 

 

5.1 The reporting requirements will be confirmed with the HES on completion of the 

site work. 

 

5.2 The report shall be prepared collating the written, graphic, visible and recorded 

information outlined above.  The report shall include plans of the features, 

including their location, description of the historic building fabric, architectural 

features of interest, below-ground archaeological deposits and artefacts together 

with their interpretation.  It is recommended that a draft report is submitted to the 

HES for comment prior to its formal submission to the Local Planning Authority. 

 

A copy of this brief shall be included in the report. 

 

5.3 The HES would normally expect to receive the report within three months of  

completion of fieldwork - dependant upon the provision of specialist reports, 

radiocarbon dating results etc the production of which may exceed this period.  If a 

substantial delay is anticipated then an interim report will be produced.  A copy of 

this brief shall be included in the report. 

 

5.4 A copy of the report will also be submitted to Catherine Marlow the Mid Devon 

District Council’s Conservation Officer - address below. 

 

5.5 On completion of the report, in addition to copies required by the Client and the 

Mid Devon District Council Conservation Officer, hard copies of the report shall 

be supplied to the HES on the understanding that one of these copies will be 
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deposited for public reference in the HER.  In addition to the hard copies of the 

report, one copy shall be provided to the County Historic Environment Service in 

digital format - in a format to be agreed in advance with the HES - on the 

understanding that it may in future be made available to researchers via a web-

based version of the Historic Environment Record. 

 

5.6 The archaeological consultant shall complete an online OASIS (Online AccesS to 

the Index of archaeological investigationS) form in respect of the archaeological 

work.  This will include a digital version of the report.  The report or short entry to 

the Historic Environment Record will also include the OASIS ID number.  

 

5.7 Publication 

Should particularly significant historic fabric, architectural features, below-ground 

remains, finds be encountered, then these, because of their importance, are likely to 

merit wider publication in line with government planning guidance. If such remains 

are encountered, the publication requirements – including any further analysis that 

may be necessary – will be confirmed with the HES. 

 

6. PERSONNEL 

 

6.1 The recording work shall be carried out by a professional historic building 

specialist to be agreed with the HES.  Staff must be suitably qualified and 

experienced for their project roles.  All work should be carried out under the 

control of a member of the Institute of Historic Building Conservation (IHBC), or 

by a person of similar standing.  The Written Scheme of Investigation will contain 

details of key project staff and specialists who may contribute during the course of 

the works - excavation and post-excavation. 

 

6.2 Health and Safety matters, including site security, are matters for the consultant. 

However, adherence to all relevant regulations will be required. 

 

6.3 The archaeological consultant shall give the HES two weeks notice of 

commencement of works and shall be responsible for agreeing monitoring 

arrangements.  Details will be agreed of any monitoring points where decisions on 

options within the programme are to be made. 

 

6.4 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive and finds, and the 

satisfactory completion of an OASIS report - see 5.5 below. 

 

6.5 The work shall be carried out in accordance with IFA Standards and Guidance for 

the archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures 

(1996), as amended (2001).  

 

7. DEPOSITION OF ARCHIVE AND FINDS 

 

7.1 The archaeological consultant shall contact the museum that will receive the site 

archive to obtain an accession number and agree conditions for deposition.  The 

accession number will be quoted in the Written Scheme of Investigation. 

 

7.2 Archaeological finds resulting from the investigation (which are the property of the 

landowner), should be deposited with the appropriate museum - in a format to be 
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agreed with the museum, and within a timetable to be agreed with the HES.  The 

museum’s guidelines for the deposition of archives for long-term storage should be 

adhered to.  If ownership of all or any of the finds is to remain with the landowner, 

provision and agreement must be made for the time-limited retention of the 

material and its full analysis and recording, by appropriate specialists. 

 

 

8. CONTACT NAME AND ADDRESSES 

 

Catherine Marlow, MDDC Conservation Officer, Phoenix House, Phoenix Lane, Tiverton, 

EX16 6PP 

Tel: 01884 234264.  Email: cmarlow@middevon.gov.uk 

 

Stephen Reed, Archaeological Officer, Devon County Council, Environment, Economy 

and Culture Directorate, Matford Offices, County Hall, Exeter EX2 4QW 

Tel: 01392-383303.  Email: stephen.reed@devon.gov.uk 

 

 

27 November 2007 
 

 


