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THORVERTON MILL, THORVERTON, DEVON 

HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING 

 

Summary 

Thorverton Mill was built in about 1885.  It superseded an earlier mill, of medieval 

origin, which was sited to the south-west of the present complex of buildings.  The mill, 

which was set up as a roller mill by 1889, was destroyed by fire in July 1897.  It was 

quickly rebuilt and enlarged, the building on the footprint of the 1885 mill containing the 

wheat cleaning and millstone plant and a new block, of similar construction and 

dimensions, housing a 6-sack roller plant, for flour production, by Robinsons of 

Rochdale.  The mill was driven by two water turbines, fed by a leat from the river Exe.  

‘Granolithic’ grain silos were incorporated in the rebuilding, and further grain storage 

silos and loading structures were added during the 20th century.  The mill, which latterly 

produced stoneground wholemeal for Allied Mills Ltd., was closed in September 1989 

and most of the milling plant removed. The buildings are currently empty and disused. 

The weir across the Exe was breached in 1999 and the leat is now dry.   

Introduction 

An historic building survey of Thorverton Mill, in the parish of Thorverton, Devon, was 

undertaken to form a record of the structure and surviving working parts, to English 

Heritage level 2-3, prior to redevelopment and conversion of the buildings to commercial 

use.  The report was commissioned by Manor Mill Ltd., the owner and developer. 

 

Planning Permission (06/00257/Full) and Listed Building Consent (06/00258/LBC) have 

been granted by Mid Devon District Council, for the conversion of the mill to workshops 

and offices, for demolition of metal silos, and for the erection of a 2-storey detached 

workshop/office building following demolition of existing outbuildings.  The mill is 

listed Grade II (see Appendix A).  

 

A detailed visual non-intrusive survey of the standing building was carried out by Martin 

and Sue Watts in May 2008.  Not all areas were fully accessible, due to the present 

condition of the building. 

 

Background and other historical information have been compiled from a variety of 

sources, which are acknowledged.  This report is intended to be read in conjunction with 

the drawings and photographs attached.  The drawings are based on those prepared by 

SW Surveys and Jerry Kent Consultancy in 1993.  The writer is grateful to the site owner 

for supplying copies of these drawings and for much useful background information. 

 

The recording brief prepared by Stephen Reed of the Devon County Council Historical 

Environment Service is appended (Appendix C). 
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A copy of this report, together with black and white photographs, is to be deposited in the 

Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter, project accession number 160/2008.  A digital 

copy of the report will be uploaded onto the OASIS (Online AccesS to the Index of 

archaeological investigationS) database, under reference: martinwa1- 45230.  

Location 

Thorverton Mill is situated in the lower part of the valley of the river Exe, towards the 

eastern boundary of Thorverton parish, some 9.2 km north of Exeter, NGR SS 9350 

0179.  The building stands on an alluvial terrace slightly raised above the lower flood 

plain on the west bank of the Exe, at about 29m above OD.  The drift geology comprises 

Triassic and Permian sandstones, with more recent valley gravel deposits (Geological 

Survey, 1971. Map sheet 325, Exeter).    

Historical background 

The place-name Thorverton is first recorded as Toruerton in 1182, the name probably 

meaning ‘farmstead by the thorn-tree ford’ (Mills 2003, 459; see Gover et al 1932, 572, 

for an alternative interpretation).  Thorverton is not recorded by name in Domesday Book 

[1086], but is considered to have formed part of the large royal manor of Silverton at that 

time (Thorn & Thorn 1985; Hoskins 1952, 124-5).  W.G. Hoskins suggested that ‘Both 

Thorverton mill (still working) and Traymill were Domesday water-mills, serving the 

large manor of Silverton’ (Hoskins 1954, 494).  Three mills in Silverton, held by the 

king, were valued at 20s in Domesday Book (Thorn & Thorn 1985, 1,7); it is purely an 

assumption on Hoskins’ part, however, that two of these were in Thorverton and no 

positive links can as yet be forged between the Domesday reference and later known mill 

sites.  According to Lysons (1822, 503-5) the manor of Thorverton, together with the 

church, was given by Henry II to the abbot and convent of St. Martin and in 1276 passed 

to the Dean and Chapter of Exeter cathedral.  

 

The site of the earlier mill, referred to as Manor Mills or Thorverton Mills, was to the 

south-west of the present building complex, at approx. SS 933 017, just north of the road 

from Thorverton to the bridge over the Exe, where ‘Mill’ is marked on Donn’s map of 

1765 (Ravenhill 1965) (Fig.1).  Its location is confirmed by the tithe map of 1842 (Fig.2).  

A dry watercourse is still visible on the north side of the road and remains of cobbled 

floors and stone walls were revealed by ploughing in 1984 (Devon County Council, 

Historic Environment Record, Monument Id No. 24453).  

 

On 15 June 1786 the mill was advertised for sale in the Exeter Flying Post (2c): 

 

T H O R V E R T O N,  Devon 

To be SOLD, for the Remainder of a Term of 

20 Years (whereof about two Years and Half are ex- 

       pired), renewable every seven Years, 

     All those WATER GRIST MILLS, with Appurte- 

nances, called THORVERTON MILLS, situated within the 
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Manor and Parish of Thorverton, in the County of Devon, 

now in the Possession of Mr. John Bradford, held by Lease 

from and under the Dean and Chapter of Exeter, subject to the 

yearly conventionary Rent of Five Pounds, payable quarterly... 

 

In 1805 ‘All those convenient and well-accustomed Grist Mills, called THORVERTON 

MILLS... late in the possession of the widow Pigeon, deceased...’ were advertised for sale 

in the Exeter Flying Post (9 May 1805, 3a; also on 19 September, 3e).  In December of 

the same year the mills were again advertised to be let, ‘The Lords of the Manor have 

brought those mills into hand for the purpose of ensuring the manor custom...’ 

(Sherborne Mercury, 25 December 1805, per Martin Bodman).  The mills appear to have 

been leased from this time by John Mallett.  In 1809 Thorverton Manor Mills were again 

advertised for sale, consisting of ‘a convenient dwelling-house, with suitable out-

buildings; and the mills have two water wheels, and four pairs of stones; the whole most 

lately put in complete repair, and on the most approved plan, at a very considerable 

expence [sic].’  The tenant was John Mallett, and the rent £125 a year (Exeter Flying 

Post, 31 August 1809, 1c).  The apportionment accompanying the tithe map of 1842 

records that Thorverton Mills were then still leased and occupied by John Mallett; his 

total plot holding was just under 9 acres (3.5ha).   

 

According to Thorverton Past and Present (1969, 11), the miller lived in the Old Manor 

Mill House and “...in the ‘hungry forties during the corn riots [he] defended the mill with 

a shotgun when threatened by an angry crowd from Exeter demanding flour.  The two 

high water wheels of the stone flour and grist mills were easily recognised landmarks in 

the district.  Both the miller and his wife were renowned for their generosity to the 

elderly poor and to children.”  

 

John Mallet was succeeded by his son, William Rice Mallett, who transferred the milling 

business from Thorverton to Exwick Mills in 1859 (The Miller, 6 September 1897).  Two 

advertisements offering the mills to let appeared in the Exeter Flying Post in 1859.  On 

21 July (1a) ‘that superior set of MILLS, called “MANOR MILLS”, THORVERTON’ 

contained ‘six pair of the very best finest Burr millstones and gear, with three powerful 

water-wheels, capable of making from 200 to 250 sacks of flour weekly, without night 

work; also doing a profitable gristing and hog feed trade’.  There was also a thrashing 

machine and an apple machine driven by water.  The property had then been held by ‘the 

present occupier and his father...between fifty and sixty years’.  On 13 October (Exeter 

Flying Post, 1a) a shorter advertisement described ‘the MANOR MILLS, with Dwelling-

house, Offices, Garden, Stabling, Yards, Sheds, Piggery, and Thrashing Machine, with a 

never failing stream of water, driving six pairs of stones.’  

 

In 1862 Thomas Hitchcock, miller and flour dealer at Thorverton Mills (he had 

presumably taken on the lease in 1859) was declared bankrupt and his ‘STOCK-IN-

TRADE, Mill Tools, Horses, Waggons, Carts, Spring Trap and Harness, HOUSEHOLD 

FURNITURE and other effects; comprising 300 bushels of wheat, 22 sacks of flour, 79 
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bushels of meal, 500 empty sacks, two excellent waggon horses with their harness, 

waggons, carts &c., &c., together with all household furniture...’ were put up for sale by 

auction (Exeter Flying Post, 15 October 1862, 1a).   

 

In 1869 Manor Mills, Thorverton, were again to let, described as ‘eligible and desirable 

Flour and Grist Mills’, having three waterwheels and containing six pairs of stones, 

hoists, smut machines, flour dressing machinery and bunt, with a dwelling house and 

garden and farm buildings, including a pound-house, apple-engine and cider press, and a 

thrashing machine driven by one of the waterwheels (Exeter Flying Post, 3 March 1869).   

 

According to Crauford-Lewis (1998, 6) the manor mills were flooded and then burnt 

down ‘a dozen or so years before the end of the [19th] century’ and the Church 

Commissioners built a new mill built on the present site, closer to the Exe, in order to 

avoid the proposed railway.  A disastrous flood in 1875 is mentioned in Thorverton Past 

and Present (1969) although its effect, if any, on the mills is not noted.  The date of the 

demise of the original manor mills is unclear, but the site may have been abandoned in 

connection with the building of the Exe Valley Branch of the railway between Tiverton 

and Exeter, which opened on 1 May 1885 (St John Thomas 1960, 28) and passed close to 

the earlier site.  The first mill to occupy the present site was built in about 1885.  

According to the trade journal Milling (1934), E.J. Coombe came to Thorverton in 1885 

and built a stone mill [i.e. with millstones], which was later converted to a roller mill, one 

of the first in Devon.  If it was built as a stone mill, the conversion to a roller mill appears 

to have taken place soon after 1885, for a trade item in The Miller (7 January 1889, 473) 

notes that “...Mr Henry Simon of Manchester, is engaged in bringing the roller mill plant 

erected some years ago for Mr. E.J. Coombe, of Thorverton, up to date by rearrangement 

of the system of purification, and by the adoption of his improved system of scalping by 

rotary machines”.   

  

Thorverton Mill was destroyed by fire in July 1897 (see Appendix B for a contemporary 

account), only part of the outer stone walls surviving the fire.  While there is no clear 

picture of the layout of the mill before the fire, a good description of the rebuilt mill 

appeared in the trade journal The Miller on 3 October 1898 (see below).  The mill re-

opened in June 1898 and a connection by siding to the Exe Valley railway was also made 

at about this time.   

 

The footprint of the mill and outbuildings before the fire of 1897 can be seen on the 1st 

edition of the OS 1:2500 map, which was surveyed in 1887 (Fig.3), the mill building 

standing at the north-east end of an L-shaped block.  This map also shows the water 

supply arrangements. Water was directed into a leat by a stone-built weir across the river 

Exe; the original leat that served Manor Mills running south-west.  The upper section of 

this leat appears to have been widened and a new channel, running south-east, was taken 

off it, with a diversion weir across the earlier leat.  The new leat flowed under or through 

the north-west end of the mill building.  The earlier leat appears to have been retained as 

a spillway channel.  The 2nd edition OS map of 1903 (Fig.4) shows the enlarged mill 
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building as rebuilt after the fire, with the railway siding crossing the old leat and a new 

building at the end of the siding.  

 

The rebuilt mill of 1897/8 was doubled in size, making use of the walls of the original 

mill building (the north-west block), which became the wheat cleaning department and 

contained the water turbines and three pairs of millstones, and the new block housed the 

roller mill proper.  Both buildings contained four floors and the original layout of the 

plant, from the description in The Miller (3 October 1898), is summarised as follows:  

 

Wheat cleaning plant and millstones (north-west block): 

Top floor: rotary warehouse separator and dust collectors. 

Second floor: cockle/barley cylinders; scourer and separator. 

First floor: wheat brush machine; washing and drying plant, including a combined 

washer and vertical whizzer, and three pairs of 4-foot (1.22m) diameter millstones, ‘used 

chiefly for treating barley’. 

Ground floor: the base of the grain drier and the drives to the millstones, etc.  The grain 

drier was supplied with steam from a specially-made boiler which was installed in an 

outhouse ‘at the rear of the premises’. 

 

Beneath the floor at the north-east end of this building were two water turbines, made by 

James Leffel & Co., Springfield, Ohio, USA.  These are horizontal reaction turbines, 

typical of many developed by American manufacturers in the late 19th century (Watts 

2005, 112-3).  The larger turbine, 52 inches (1.32m) diameter, drove the roller plant and 

the smaller one, 40 inches (1m) diameter, drove the wheat cleaning machinery and 

millstone plant.  A portable steam engine kept outside as a stand-by in times of water 

shortage, was described as ‘a relic of the old mill’.  A dynamo for an electric lighting 

plant was also driven off one of the turbines.   

 

The mill proper contained a 6-sack plant, on the system of Thomas Robinson of 

Rochdale, Lancashire:  

Top floor (dressing floor): 4 Robinson rotary scalpers and a centrifugal; a Robinson 

interelevator reel and 8 centrifugals, and an additional centrifugal used as an offal 

separator.  

Second floor (purifier floor): 2 double No.2 Robinson ‘Koh-i-Nor’ purifiers, 1 single 

machine and 3 separating sieves. 

First floor (roller floor): double roller mill units in two groups, with 4 breaks (2 double 

sets and a single pair of scratch rolls) and 8 reductions (4 double sets of smooth rolls). 

Ground floor: shafting and pulleys, driving roller mills and machines on the floors above. 

 

The silo house was built ‘at the back’ (south-west end) of the wheat cleaning department, 

the silos being served directly by a receiving elevator from the Exe Valley line siding.  

The original silos were considered of particular interest, being of granolithic, a mass 

concrete using ground up granite as an aggregate, made by Stuart’s Patent Granolithic 

Stone Company, Regent Dock, Limehouse, London.  Although the silo walls were only 4 
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inches (100mm) thick, they were able to withstand considerable pressure.  The original 

arrangement was four silos of 9ft 3in x 6ft 8in x 26ft 6in high, for dirty wheat, and four 

9ft 4in x 6ft 1in x 31ft 6in high, for clean wheat.        

 

In 1934 Thorverton Mill was described as being one of only five roller mills in Devon.  It 

was then run by E.J. Coombe Ltd.  Although the article in Milling indicates that the 

limited company was formed in 1924, E.J. Coombe Ltd. is listed in the membership 

section of the 40th annual report of the National Association of British and Irish Millers 

in 1918-19.  Edwin Coombe had ‘virtually retired’ by 1934, the management of the 

business being carried on by his son, Joseph.  The mill was still rated as a 6-sack plant 

(0.75 tons per hour), power being provided by the two water turbines, which developed 

150 horsepower (112.5kW) on an 11-foot (3.4m) fall.  A Ruston-Hornsby crude oil 

engine of 100 hp (75kW) had been installed in 1929 to provide reserve power, located 

‘between the feeder [leat] and the river Exe’.  The original Robinson roller mills were 

still in use, although 3 double Robinson purifiers and a flour dresser had been recently 

installed, and a ‘completely new scalping and dressing system’, comprising 11 Robinson 

centrifugals and a sextuple plansifter, had been introduced on the upper floors.  Four 

further grain bins had been added in the outbuilding abutting the existing silos before 

1934, built ‘so as to form a covered rail siding, for bulk grain wagons’.  A new 

warehouse had also been built, standing on four 27 inch (0.68m) concrete columns with 

steel stanchions embedded in them.  The row of outhouses that extended beyond the new 

silos consisted of stables and stores, with the building making the foot of the L, towards 

the road, being used as a garage (Milling 9 June 1934, 639-41). 

 

It is understood that E.J. Coombe and Son purchased the mill in 1951 and sold off the 

mill house in 1954.  Some additions and alterations were carried out during the later  

1950s, including the addition of more silos at the south-west end of the former 

outbuildings and the extension to the office building to the south-east of the mill (inf ex 

Andrew Baker).  In 1963 the mill was taken over by Allied Mills (Western Morning 

News, 11 July 1979).  New warehouses were built to the north-west of the mill building 

in the late 1970s and further alterations and additions were made to the outbuildings.  It is 

not known exactly when the roller plant was removed, but the mill was used by Allied 

Mills to produce stoneground wholemeal, latterly using five pairs of millstones with an 

output of 300 tons a week, until September 1989.  At the end of September 1989 the mill 

closed, with the loss of about 24 jobs; the millstones and other flour production 

machinery were removed early in 1990 by Allied Mills, who transferred production to 

Healing’s Mill at Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire (Western Morning News and Express & 

Echo, 29 September 1989).  The mill was subsequently sold by Vickery Holman on 

behalf of Associated British Foods, the parent company of Allied Mills, for residential 

conversion (Express & Echo, 13 March 1993).  The property was bought by M. Baker 

(South West) Ltd.  On 25-26 December 1999 the weir across the Exe was breached 

during flood conditions (Western Morning News, 11 January 2000).  In November 2004 

the property was bought from M. Baker (South West) Ltd., by the present owners.  
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Description 

Thorverton Mill comprises a complex of buildings of varying dates and construction (see 

diagram below for numbering, and plans for general layout of building and positions of 

surviving equipment).   

 

 
Thorverton Mill: layout of buildings          Not to scale 

 

Buildings 1 and 2:  The main mill building consists of two blocks orientated SW – NE, 

both about 15.7 x 8m internally, the SE block being slightly narrower.  The construction 

of these two blocks is common to both, each containing 5 bays and 4 storeys under slated 

gable roofs, with a central valley gutter.  The walls are of grey limestone with brick 

dressings.  The roofs are clad with Welsh slates, which have been ‘Turnerised’, that is, 

coated with a bituminous surface finish.  The NW block has a single window at each 

floor level in the NE gable end, whereas the SE block has two windows.  The windows 

are timber-framed casements under segmental brick-arched heads with brick reveals.  

      9 

 
 
 
 
  1         2 
 
 
 
       7 
 
 
            3  
           8 
        5 
 
 
 
 
           4             
   
                                        6 
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The SW gable ends of both blocks are largely obscured by later additions.  The stone 

quoins of the S corner of building 1 are rusticated, with a tooled band to the corner.   

 

Roof:  Both roofs of 5 bays, with 4 queen-post trusses of sawn softwood timber, with 

iron straps and bolts.  Feet of principals and ends of tie beams bear on timber plates on 

wall heads.  Single row of purlins on each slope, the tops of the queen posts being shaped 

to carry the purlins.  Vertical ridge board.  Common rafters and battens for slates.  There 

is a gable-roofed extension above the ridge in the SW bay of building 1, extending over 

building 3, above the heads of the elevators that served the silos.   

 

Internal walls are generally painted rubble stone.  Windows are painted timber-framed 

double casements, with a central mullion, most casements with 6 panes (3v, 2h) and 

timber quadrant-moulded glazing bars.  Some have opening lights.  Window furniture is 

a mixture of cottage-style ram’s-horn and more modern aluminium.  Internal window 

openings have brick-arched heads and nosed brick-edged reveals, painted.   

 

Floors are varnished tongued and grooved pine boards, on sawn joists spanning between 

the principal beams.  Some principal beams are formed of two timbers bolted together.  

The joists and beams are painted, but the timbers appear to be predominantly softwood.  

Both ends of the principal beams in building 1 and the SE ends in building 2 bear on 

stone and brick pilasters which project from the outside and central dividing walls above 

the ground floor, the walls being thicker at ground floor level.   

 

The stairs between the floors are straight flight timber steps, with strings and open treads, 

some boarded on the underside, located on the SE side of the second bay from NE in 

both blocks.  Stairs are generally panelled in below handrails, a more recent addition.    

 

Building 1: 

3rd floor: Contains remains of dust extraction plant, with a cyclone in each of two bays at 

NE end, that in the second bay from NE venting to outside through window.  Low metal 

bin with wooden doors on top in N corner. Vertically-boarded full height timber bins in 

W corner.  Friction-driven sack hoist towards W end, at truss level, with sack traps in line 

in all floors beneath.  Heads of 2 elevators which rise through all floors from ground 

floor level.  Horizontal conveyor at floor level, through wall to building 2 in NE bay.  4 

Granolithic silos (for cleaned grain) fill SW bay.  Doorway in bay 4 from NE between 

buildings 1 and 2.  

 

2nd floor:  Cyclone exhaust (from above) through window in NE bay.  Shoe feeder hung 

below floor to E side of central bay.  Inserted timber posts under principal beams.  2 

vertically-boarded bins, with access hatches, along NW wall, and timber-boarded walls 

forming bin in S corner, against wall of Granolithic silos, which fill SW bay.  Single 

window in central bay and doorway in bay 4 from NE, between buildings 1 and 2. 
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1st floor: turbine control handles on NW side in each of 2 bays at NE end.  Floor 

temporarily sheeted over in former millstone positions – originally 3 pairs of stones in 

line, but layout modified and 3 further pairs added (see floor below) in bays 3 and 4 from 

NE.  Pivot points on beams over millstones for locating top of crane, for raising 

millstones for dressing and maintenance.  Jib and callipers of millstone crane against wall 

of granolithic silos, which occupy SW bay.  Hopper-bottomed bin in S corner.  Inserted 

timber posts under principal beams.  Windows in dividing wall between buildings 1 and 

2in bays 2 and 3 from NE, and doorway in bay 4.   

 

Ground floor: original cast-iron columns, one marked GLOUCESTER, acting as bridge 

posts for (originally) 3 pairs of millstones in line.  These stones were driven by cast-iron 

bevel gears on a horizontal layshaft, by the smaller of the two turbines.  The layshaft has 

been cut off at its SW end, but the supports for the 3rd pair still remain.  3 additional 

pairs of millstones were added (all stones were removed in 1990), one to SE of layshaft 

and the other two to S, supported on fabricated steel frames, each pair of stones being 

driven independently by electric motors.  Cast-iron elevator boot, marked T. ROBINSON 

& SON LTD ROCHDALE ENGLAND.  Second, more modern elevator to W.  Overhead 

lineshaft in centre, to SE of turbine positions, hung from ceiling on cast iron U-shaped 

hangers.  Timber box covers over turbines in N corner.  Part concrete, part suspended 

timber floor, with concrete pad in bay 2 from NE.  Blocked opening in central dividing 

wall at NE end, where belt drive passed through from turbine to roller mill.  Doorway to 

building 2 in central bay, windows in both bays either side, and small doorway in SW 

bay, to area beneath Granolithic silos.  Sliding door in SW gable end, giving access to 

building 3.  The ground floor was generally difficult to inspect in detail due to poor 

lighting and the condition of the timber floor.     

 

Turbine pit:  The two water turbines survive in situ beneath the NE end of the ground 

floor.  This area was not inspected.    

 

Building 2: 

3rd floor: largely empty.  Timber posts inserted under tie beams of 2 trusses at NE end.  

Traps for sack hoist in bay 4 from NE, with hoist in situ over.  Formerly 2 windows in 

SW gable, the N one now a doorway giving access to silos in extension (building 5).    

 

2nd floor: largely empty.  Timber posts inserted under principal beams.  NE bay divided 

off with lightweight partitions, to form 2 offices.  Sack traps in bay 4 from NE. Windows 

in bays 4 and 5 from NE blocked. 

 

1st floor: shutters to window in central dividing wall in bay 2 from NE.  Low partition 

around stairs up on E side.  Auger below ceiling on W side.  Timber posts inserted under 

principal beams.  External windows on SE side of 2 SW bays blocked.  E window on SW 

gable boarded.  Central doorway with roller shutter door, to silo house (building 5). 
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Ground floor: suspended timber floor. Timber posts inserted under principal beams.  

Structure of first floor, visible from below, has some heavy beams and trimmed 

openings, indicating positions of roller mills which were located at first floor level.  Sack 

slide slung beneath ceiling.  External window on SE side in bay 2 from SW blocked; that 

in SW bay has small opening light.  E window in SW gable now a narrow doorway, 

leading from the outside into a partitioned lobby in the S corner.  Inward opening double 

doors in centre of SW gable; single casement window on W side, 3v x 3h panes.   

 

Building 3:  This comprises the silo house built directly over the railway siding, and 

contains 4 Granolithic silos for intake and storage of dirty grain.     

 

Roof/ top floor: simple rafter roof, divided into 2 bays by softwood truss; battens and 

slates on rafters, with gable roofed vertical extension over top of elevator serving silos, 

which extends over SW end of roof of building 1.  White-painted rubble stone walls, 

with nosed brick doorway opening on NE side (through to building 1); timber boarded 

floor with hatches giving access to 4 Granolithic silos below.  Central horizontal screw 

conveyor with 2 pairs of outlets, fed by elevator at NE end.  Dust extraction (green 

painted trunking) and sprinkler systems.  Stone wall to NE (SW gable of Building 1), 

with doorway to space over silos, both directly fed from elevator by timber spouts.   

 

Ground floor: bay through which the railway siding ran, with the bottoms of the 4 silos at 

high level above the siding position.  Open on SE side, with reinforced concrete lintels 

over, brick-dressed arched opening in stone wall on NW side now filled with concrete 

blockwork, with standard flush panel door.  Steel structures supporting augers and spouts 

at bottom of silos overhead.  NE side is outside gable end of building 1, white-painted 

rubble stone with door and window openings with nosed brick heads and reveals.  

Concrete floor.   

 

Building 4:  Originally a stone-built single-storey range extending SW from the first mill 

building, which in 1934 was described as a row of outhouses containing stables and 

stores (Milling). Returning SE from its SW end was a further single-storey block, since 

demolished, which was used as a garage.  The line of the gable roof of a later extension is 

visible on the SE wall of the silo cladding.  This building range has been much altered, 

having been extended vertically with steel-framed and clad walls, to contain metal bins 

and silos which date from the mid 1950s (inf ex Andrew Baker).   

 

Roof:  Steel truss roof, 7 bays.  Trusses, braced at both ends, of I-section steel with 3 

rows of angle-section purlins to each slope.  Corrugated cement sheet roof cladding with 

some clear plastic panels for rooflights.  Central steel deck walkway, 0.9m wide, offset to 

NW side to give access clear of 2 large horizontal screw conveyors which run the length 

of the building, above the walkway.  6 pairs of numbered timber spouts feed 12 steel 

bins, 6 to each side, 3 pairs each side of central tower which houses large vertical intake 

elevator.  Bins full height, with trap doors to tops and access ladders inside, all of steel 
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plate, bolted construction.  Dust extraction system serving all bins.  Double steel blast 

doors between building 4 and 3.   

 

Ground floor:  stone walls, with some blocked window and door openings, with brick 

arched heads and reveals; also some blockwork on top of stonework and S corner rebuilt 

in concrete blockwork, walls painted white internally.  Concrete floor with deep grain 

intake pit, serving large vertical grain elevator in centre of building.  Hopper bottoms of 

12 steel steel bins, with spouts, augers etc., bins numbered 9 to 14 to NE and 15 to 20 to 

SW of central section containing intake elevator.      

   

Building 5: The lower part of this building is the warehouse on 4 steel concrete-clad 

columns, which was built before 1934.  The 1st floor, over the loading bay, is of 

suspended timber construction, 3 bays wide, timber joists with herringbone strutting 

being carried on deep steel I-beams running NW-SE.  Internal timber ramp up to this 

floor level from 1st floor of Building 2.  SE wall of 1st floor of corrugated metal sheet 

cladding, with 3 timber-framed casement windows.  Walls and gable roof are steel 

framed, clad with corrugated metal sheeting.  Building houses yellow-painted metal bins, 

accessible from 2nd floor of building 2 by steel ladders and gangways.   

 

Building 6:  Unequal 2-bay open steel-framed structure, forming a covered loading bay, 

built in 1982 (inf ex Andrew Baker).  Mono-pitch roof and angled wall on SE side, 

formed with corrugated cladding fixed to green-painted I-section steel columns and 

beams.  

 

Building 7:  A tall steel-framed and clad silo building, built by Ash & Co. Ltd. of 

Manchester in 1986.  Of 2 bays, framed on 0.3 x 0.3m steel I-section columns, clad with 

corrugated metal sheeting, under a gable roof, with a vertical access ladder across the N 

corner.     

 

Building 8:  A single-storey range, under a ‘Turnerised’ slated gable roof, built as an 

office in 1897, facing the end of the railway siding track.  Original walls of coursed 

stonework, with some brick infill.  Part of the NW wall was hit by railway wagon (inf ex 

Andrew Baker) and subsequently rebuilt in concrete blockwork, with metal-framed 

windows, with concrete tile cills.  The SW gable end is rendered and painted, with a flat-

roofed garage extension at SW end and also room added on at rear, alongside tailrace, 

these extensions apparently dating from c.1957 (inf ex Andrew Baker).  This building is 

now is poor condition and only part of the interior was accessible (see ground plan).  

 

Building 9:  2 small single-storey brick sheds under lean-to roofs, of corrugated sheet 

metal, interiors not investigated.  A small building, which appears to be an engine shed, 

is shown on the photograph in The Miller of 1898 (Fig.5); its presence is confirmed by 

the 1903 OS map.  A similar building is visible on photograph in 1934 article.  In the 

undergrowth to the downstream (SE) side, outside gable end of Building 2, is a concrete 
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base with hold-downs for a machine/engine mounting, and a bricked-up opening in the 

gable where a drive formerly entered the ground floor of the building.    

Dating and discussion 

From map and other documentary evidence, it is clear that the principal buildings, 1, 2 

and 3, date from the rebuilding after the disastrous fire of 1897.  The Granolithic silos, 4 

within the mill building and 4 over the railway siding, also date from this time, the blind 

windows of the 2nd and 3rd floors, at the SW end of the NW elevation of building 1, 

indicating that the internal silos were considered as an integral part of the rebuilding.  

The single-storey range that extends from the SW gable end of building 1, its stone walls 

now forming the lower storey of building 4, is either contemporary with the rebuilding of 

the main mill (1897/8), or may possibly date from the original re-location of the mill on 

this site in c.1885, although this range has been much altered by being extended 

vertically to house silos, apparently in the 1950s.  The covered wagon bay, alongside this 

range, building 5, was in existence by 1934, although it appears to have been rebuilt and 

extended vertically at a later date.  The loading bay extension to the SW, building 6, is 

understood to date from 1982 and the last addition to the immediate mill complex, the 

tall silo/loading bay, was added on the SE side of building 2 in 1986.  The core of the 

single-storey office building, which remained in use as such until the mill closed in 1898, 

also dates from the 1897/8 rebuilding.  It was extended at the rear and the SW end, to 

form a garage, in the 1950s.       

 

It is not known when the roller plant was removed, but when the writer first visited 

Thorverton Mill shortly before it closed, on 29 September 1989, the mill was running 3 

pairs of millstones by water power, producing stoneground wholemeal under the brand 

name ‘Harvester’, by Allied Mills Ltd., although the mill was still operated under the 

name of E.J. Coombe.  None of the original wheat cleaning or roller milling plant 

remained at that time.  After the closure of the mill, most of the active milling, handling 

and bagging plant was removed by Allied Mills Ltd. to Tewkesbury.  The stripping of 

usable machinery from redundant mills was common practice in the 20th century, being 

part of a quota rationalization process introduced with the formation of the Millers’ 

Mutual Association in 1929.           

In conclusion 

Thorverton Mill was rebuilt in 1897/8, with 2 water turbines driving wheat cleaning 

plant, millstones and a 6-sack roller plant.  8 Granolithic silos, apparently representing an 

early use of a new material, were incorporated in the rebuilding, four to hold dirty wheat, 

which was conveyed directly into them from railway wagons that reached the mill by a 

siding from the Exe Valley railway, and four to hold wheat cleaned ready for milling.  

The mill appears to have been very much of its time, incorporating up to date British 

milling technology at the end of the 19th century, and it remained in use for over 90 

years, latterly using millstones to produce wholemeal.  The main mill buildings are both 

impressive in their scale and of some architectural merit, although the addition of several 

phases of steel-framed and clad silo houses and loading structures may be considered to 
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detract from the form of the original buildings.  The principal value of these buildings 

now lies in their landscape, however, rather than their working or technological, context.  

The mill forms an important and prominent landmark, standing above the flood plain of 

the river Exe, close to Thorverton bridge, and it would be good to see the future of the 

core buildings assured by sympathetic and appropriate development.  

 

It is understood that the water turbines and drives, the original layshaft and gearing that 

drove the millstones and the millstone supports on the ground floor of building 1 are to 

be retained, as are the hoists and some other items of equipment that survive within 

buildings 1 and 2.  It is suggested that a photographic record is made during the main 

demolition works and that a small section of the Granolithic silo walling material is kept 

and deposited as part of the site archive.    

 

Martin Watts 

July 2008  
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Appendix A 

English Heritage Listing for Thorverton Mill, Thorverton, Devon  

LBS No: 438293 

Grade: II 

Date Listed: 28/08/1987 

Thorverton Mill.  Flour Mill. 1898, rebuilt after a fire.  Grey limestone with brick 

dressings; 2 span bitumen-painted slate roof, gabled at ends. 

The internal arrangements of this large working mill have been altered for current usage.  

The original arrangements are described in detail in The Miller but, in brief, consisted of 

a roller milling section and wheat-cleaning department separated by a solid wall, each 

section separately roofed.  The mill was powered by 2 water turbines driven by the Exe 

and was connected to the Exe Valley railway by a siding.  The mill was lit by electricity 

and included granolithic silos described as "a pioneer installation" (The Miller).  The 

water turbines and granolithic silos are still in use. 

4 storeys.  Imposing exterior, 5 bays to the sides; 3 to the gabled ends with timber 

casement windows with glazing bars and segmental brick arches.  On the south east side 

there are 2 segmental brick arches where the leat flows out from under the building. 

Interior : The massive late C19 grain silos are constructed of granolithic, a type of 

cement based on crushed granite, patented by Stuart's Granolithic Stone Company, 

Limited, of Regent Dock, Limehouse London.  Comparatively thin slabs of the material 

were considered to have extradordinary pressure-resistance in 1898.  The original 

machinery was installed by Messrs Thomas Robinson and Son, Limited, of Rochdale 

who also erected the silos.  The "Leffel" water turbines have diameters of 52 and 40 

inches respectively; the original electrical supply was installed by Messrs Christy Bros. 

of Chelmsford with a dynamo driven by one of the turbines. 

An imposing rural industrial building.  For a complete account see The Miller "British 

and Irish Flour Mills : Mr E.J. Coombe's New Roller Plant at Thorverton", October 3, 

1898. pp. 528-529. 
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Appendix B 

 

“Thorverton Mills Destroyed 

 

In the small hours of Tuesday morning a fire the cause of which remains unascertained, 

broke out at Thorverton Mills.  The building is close to the Thorverton Station of the Exe 

Valley Line and in it Mr. Edwin J. Coombe has for some years carried on a large 

business as a miller.  It is a very substantial erection of stone, built about twelve or 

thirteen years ago, and is the property of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners.  The motive 

power employed for the milling was on the turbine system, fed by a leat from the river 

Exe close by, and some time ago a dynamo was introduced for electrically lighting the 

premises.  Work was carried on as usual on Monday, being stopped at about 10 pm, and 

the mill was left, as it was supposed, all safe, but in the morning a railway packer named 

Oliver Blatchford, looking out of his cottage window, saw flames and smoke looming 

from the mill, and immediately raised an alarm.  Mr Coombe and his family were soon 

astir, but by this time the flames had obtained too firm a hold to be coped with by local 

effort, and though the fire engine which is kept on the premises – an antiquated machine 

dating from the days when the old West of England Insurance Company kept their own 

engines – was brought into use it made no impression on the blaze, which was now 

illuminating the whole country round, the reddy reflection being visible as far south as 

Topsham, and from many elevated spots the glare could be plainly seen.  The roof had 

fallen in and one by one the three floors, with their heavy loads of stock and machinery 

crashed to the ground.  At half-past two a telegram was despatched to the Exeter Brigade 

and within an hour of the summons Superintendent Fell (?) and nine firemen arrived on 

the city No. 8 engine.  A perfect supply of water was obtained from the mill leat and the 

Brigade and villagers worked with a will to save what could be saved from the blazing 

building.  Despite all their efforts, however, the whole contents of the mill were soon one 

mass of debris, stock, machinery and implements lying in inextricable confusion on the 

ground.  Further attempts at extinction being useless attention was directed to the offices 

and outhouses adjoining, and the contents of these buildings were saved from 

destruction.  Later in the morning the conflagration had almost burnt itself out and the 

full effect could be observed.  From roof to cellar this building was completely gutted, 

everything in it being involved in the general destruction and nothing was left of the mill 

but four bare, scorched walls, numerous cracks bearing testimony to the intensity of the 

heat to which they had been subjected.  The whole of the earlier part of the day has 

(had?) been occupied in clearing away the now almost useless rubbish with which the 

........................  A large number of sacks of grain were removed, the contents partly 

burned and partly (enstrained?) to the neighbouring field.  There was at the time of the 

fire a full stock of grain in the mill comprising about a thousand quarters, and at the 

station are thirty three trucks of material which could not be taken in.  The machinery is 

estimated at upwards of £5,000 and the total damage by the fire at between £6,000 and 

£8,000.  Mr. Coombe had insured his plant and stock in the Commercial Union 

Assurance Company, whose valuer, Mr. C.E. Ware, paid a visit in the morning, and it is 

believed the owners are also insured.  The building is interesting from the fact that it was 

the first roller mill erected in Devonshire.  Nothing can ever be known with certainty as 

to the real cause of the outbreak, but it is conjectured that the overheating of one of the 

bearings of the machinery set fire to some adjacent stock.”  

 

Evening Post, Exeter, Saturday 10 July 1897, 7e.   

Transcribed from out of focus copy on microfilm in Westcountry Studies Library, Exeter 
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Appendix C 

 

BRIEF FOR HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING 

 

Location: Thorverton Mill 

Parish:  Thorverton 

District:  Mid Devon 

County: Devon 

NGR:  293503.101791 

Planning Application no: 06/00258/LBC 

 

Proposal:  Conversion of mill to workshops and offices, demolition of metal silos 

and erection of two storey detached workshop/office building following demolition of 

existing outbuilding 

 

Historic Environment Service ref: Arch/dc/md/10278 

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 This brief has been prepared by the Devon County Council Historic Environment 

Service (HES), at the request of the building owner, with regard to the archaeological 

works - in this case a programme of historic building fabric record - required by 

Condition 7 of the planning consent for the above works. 

 

1.2 In accordance with PPG15 (1994) Planning and the Historic Environment, PPG16 

(1990) Archaeology and Planning Policy and the Local Development Framework Policy 

on archaeology, consent has been granted, conditional upon a programme of 

archaeological work being undertaken. This condition requires that:  

 

‘No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a 

programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation 

which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority.’  

The development shall be carried out at all times in strict accordance with the approved 

scheme, or such other details as may be subsequently agreed in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority.’ 

 

1.3 The principal objectives of the programme shall be to investigate and record any 

historic building fabric or architectural detail that is obscured removed or otherwise 

affected by the development and 

 

1.4 Thorverton Mill is a Grade II listed building, dating to the late 19th century and 

represents a re-building of an earlier mill destroyed by fire and is described as ‘an 

imposing rural industrial building’.  The listing description also briefly describes the 

surviving mill machinery and the presence of two silos - constructed of granite-based 

cement called granolithic invented and patented in the late 19th century as a state of the 

art construction material - within the building.  It is likely that the proposed development 

will alter and/or obscure the historic fabric of the mill building.   

 

1.5 This Brief covers the application area as defined on the attached plan. 

 



18 

 

2. WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION 

 

This document sets out the scope of the works required to record the historic fabric 

affected by the proposed development and will form the basis of the Written Scheme of 

Investigation to be prepared by the archaeological consultant and approved by the HES 

and the Local Planning Authority (LPA). 

 

3. PROGRAMME OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS 

 

3.1 Desk-based assessment 

The programme of work shall include an element of desk-based research to place the 

development site into its historic and archaeological context.  This work will consist of 

map regression based on the Ordnance Survey maps and the Tithe Map(s) and 

Apportionments.  An examination will also be made of records and aerial photographs 

held by the HER.  In addition, it will involve the examination of other known relevant 

cartographic, documentary and photographic sources held by the Devon Record Office, 

West Country Studies Library and the County Historic Environment Service.  The 

reporting requirements for the desk-based work will be confirmed in consultation with 

the HES, but should be targeted to inform as to the development of the standing building 

affected by the conversion works.   

 

3.2 Historic building recording 

 

3.2.1  Appraisal of historic fabric/building 

An appraisal shall be made of the standing building; this will endeavour to broadly 

determine the extent, quality and nature of surviving historic building fabric.  The results 

of this appraisal will be made known to the HES in an agreed format to allow the 

appropriate level of building recording to be determined. 

 

3.2.2 Based on the results of the appraisal (3.2.1 above) a record shall be made of the 

historic fabric of the building affected by the conversion.  It is anticipated, at this stage 

that these works shall conform to Level 2 - 3 of recording levels as set in Understanding 

Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice - English Heritage 2006 

(available on-line at the English Heritage website) and described in outline below: 

 

Level 2 is a descriptive record, made in circumstances similar to those of Level 1 but 

when more information is needed. It may be made of a building which is judged not to 

require any fuller record, or it may serve to gather data for a wider project. Both the 

exterior and the interior will be viewed, described and photographed. The record will 

present conclusions regarding the building’s development and use, but will not discuss in 

detail the evidence on which these conclusions are based. A plan and sometimes other 

drawings may be made but the drawn record will normally not be comprehensive and 

may be tailored to the scope of a wider project. 

 

Level 3 is an analytical record, and will comprise an introductory description followed by 

a systematic account of the building’s origins, development and use. The record will 

include an account of the evidence on which the analysis has been based, allowing the 

validity of the record to be re-examined in detail. It will also include all drawn and 

photographic records that may be required to illustrate the building’s appearance and 

structure and to support an historical analysis. The information contained in the record 
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will for the most part have been obtained through an examination of the building itself. If 

documentary sources are used they are likely to be those which are most readily 

accessible, such as historic Ordnance Survey maps, trade directories and other published 

sources. The record will not normally discuss the building’s broader stylistic or historical 

context and importance at any length. It may, however, form part of a wider survey – 

thematic or regional, for example – of a group of buildings, in which additional source 

material contributes to an overall historical and architectural synthesis. A Level 3 record 

may also be appropriate when the fabric of a building is under threat but time or 

resources are insufficient for detailed documentary research, or where the scope for such 

research is limited. 

 

3.3 The photographic record shall be made in B/W print supplemented by digital or 

colour transparency.  If digital imagery is to be the sole photographic record then suitably 

archivable prints must be made of the digital images by a photographic laboratory.  Laser 

or inkjet prints of digital images, while acceptable for inclusion in the report, are not an 

acceptable medium for archives.  The drawn and written record will be on an 

appropriately archivable medium. 

 

3.4 The consultant should make themselves familiar with the specification required 

for each of the recording levels.  The detail of the proposed archaeological works should 

be set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation, including reference to the appropriate 

IFA and scientific guidelines for the analysis and dating of the historic buildings. 

 

3.5 Should significant historical and/or architectural elements be exposed within the 

building by conversion/construction works the Mid Devon District Council Conservation 

Officer and the HES will be informed.  The applicant will ensure that any such exposed 

elements remain undisturbed until their significance can be determined and to allow 

consideration for their retention in situ. 

 

4. MONITORING 

 

4.1 The archaeological consultant shall agree monitoring arrangements with the 

County Historic Environment Service and the District Conservation Officer and give two 

weeks notice, unless a shorter period is agreed with the HES, of commencement of the 

fieldwork.  Details will be agreed of any monitoring points where decisions on options 

within the programme are to be made. 

 

4.2 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive and finds. 

 

5. REPORTING 

 

5.1 The reporting requirements will be confirmed with the HES on completion of the 

site work. 

 

5.2 The report shall be prepared collating the written, graphic, visible and recorded 

information outlined above.  The report shall include plans of the features, including their 

location, description of the historic building fabric, architectural features of interest, 

below-ground archaeological deposits and artefacts together with their interpretation.  It 

is recommended that a draft report is submitted to the HES for comment prior to its 

formal submission to the Local Planning Authority. 
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A copy of this brief shall be included in the report. 

 

5.3 The HES would normally expect to receive the report within three months of 

completion of fieldwork - dependant upon the provision of specialist reports, radiocarbon 

dating results etc the production of which may exceed this period.  If a substantial delay 

is anticipated then an interim report will be produced.  A copy of this brief shall be 

included in the report. 

 

5.4 A copy of the report will also be submitted to the Mid Devon District Council’s 

Conservation Officer - address below. 

 

5.5 On completion of the report, in addition to copies required by the Client and the 

District Council Conservation Officer, hard copies of the report shall be supplied to the 

HES on the understanding that one of these copies will be deposited for public reference 

in the HER.  In addition to the hard copies of the report, one copy shall be provided to the 

County Historic Environment Service in digital format - in a format to be agreed in 

advance with the HES - on the understanding that it may in future be made available to 

researchers via a web-based version of the Historic Environment Record. 

 

5.6 The archaeological consultant shall complete an online OASIS (Online AccesS to 

the Index of archaeological investigationS) form in respect of the archaeological work.  

This will include a digital version of the report.  The report or short entry to the Historic 

Environment Record will also include the OASIS ID number.  

 

5.7 Publication 

Should particularly significant historic fabric, architectural features, below-ground 

remains, finds be encountered, then these, because of their importance, are likely to merit 

wider publication in line with government planning guidance. If such remains are 

encountered, the publication requirements – including any further analysis that may be 

necessary – will be confirmed with the HES. 

 

6. PERSONNEL 

 

6.1 The recording work shall be carried out by a professional historic building 

specialist to be agreed with the HES.  Staff must be suitably qualified and experienced 

for their project roles.  All work should be carried out under the control of a member of 

the Institute of Historic Building Conservation (IHBC), or by a person of similar 

standing.  The Written Scheme of Investigation will contain details of key project staff 

and specialists who may contribute during the course of the works - excavation and post-

excavation. 

 

6.2 Health and Safety matters, including site security, are matters for the consultant. 

However, adherence to all relevant regulations will be required. 

 

6.3 The archaeological consultant shall give the HES two weeks notice of 

commencement of works and shall be responsible for agreeing monitoring arrangements.  

Details will be agreed of any monitoring points where decisions on options within the 

programme are to be made. 
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6.4 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive and finds, and the 

satisfactory completion of an OASIS report - see 5.5 below. 

 

6.5 The work shall be carried out in accordance with IFA Standards and Guidance 

for the archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures 

(1996), as amended (2001).  

 

7. DEPOSITION OF ARCHIVE AND FINDS 

 

7.1 The archaeological consultant shall contact the museum that will receive the site 

archive to obtain an accession number and agree conditions for deposition.  The 

accession number will be quoted in the Written Scheme of Investigation. 

 

7.2  Archaeological finds resulting from the investigation (which are the 

property of the landowner), should be deposited with the appropriate museum - in a 

format to be agreed with the museum, and within a timetable to be agreed with the HES.  

The museum’s guidelines for the deposition of archives for long-term storage should be 

adhered to.  If ownership of all or any of the finds is to remain with the landowner, 

provision and agreement must be made for the time-limited retention of the material and 

its full analysis and recording, by appropriate specialists. 

 

7.3 The condition placed upon this development will not be regarded as discharged until 

the report has been produced and submitted to the HES and the LPA, the site archive 

deposited and the OASIS form submitted. 

 

8. CONTACT NAME AND ADDRESS 

 

Stephen Reed, Archaeological Officer, Devon County Council, Environment, Economy 

and Culture Directorate, Matford Offices, County Hall, Exeter EX2 4QW 

Tel: 01392-383303 Fax: 01392-383011 E-mail: stephen.reed@devon.gov.uk 

 

Helen Dimond, Conservation Officer, Mid Devon District Council, Phoenix House, 

Phoenix Way, Tiverton, EX16 6PP Tel: 01884 234264 Email 01884 234264 

 

9th January 2008 
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Fig.1 Thorverton Mill, as shown on Donn’s map of 1765           (Ravenhill 1965) 

 

 
 

Fig.2 Thorverton Mill, from the Thorverton tithe map of 1842   (Devon Record Office) 
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Fig.3 Thorverton Mill. OS 1:2500 1st edition, surveyed 1887, published 1888/9       

(Not reproduced to scale) 

 

 

 

 



24 

 

 

 
 

Fig.4 Thorverton Mill. OS 1:2500 2nd edition, surveyed 1887, revised 1903          

(Not reproduced to scale) 
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Fig. 5 Thorverton Mill, from The Miller, 3 October 1898, 528 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig.6 Thorverton Mill: the mill yard, from the south, on the eve of closure, 29 Sep 1989

                                Martin Watts
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Fig.7 Thorverton Mill: elevations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North-east elevation 
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South-west elevation 
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Fig. 8 Thorverton Mill: elevations 
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  South-east (downstream) elevation 
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Fig.9 Thorverton Mill: ground plan 
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Fig.10 Thorverton Mill: first floor plan 
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Fig.11 Thorverton Mill: second floor plan 
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Fig.12 Thorverton Mill: third floor plan 
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Thorverton Mill: from the north-west, upstream elevation of building 1 

 

 
Thorverton Mill from the east.  B7 to left, with lean-to sheds B9, to right 
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Thorverton Mill: B9, brick lean-to roofed outbuildings adjoining NE gable of B1 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: engine mounting outside NE gable of B2 
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Thorverton Mill from the south.  B4 to left, loading bay, B6, B5 behind and B7 to right 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: B6 and B5, left, B7 centre and B8 to right 
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Thorverton Mill: B8, former offices, from W 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: position of former railway siding at bottom of B4, silos over  
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Thorverton Mill: loading bay under B5, looking towards B2 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: former openings on SE side of B4, with steel structure of B5 and B6 
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Thorverton Mill: roof extension over elevator head above silos, B1/B3 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: roof structure, B2, looking NE
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Thorverton Mill: top floor, B1, with cyclone dust extractors 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: timber bins on 2nd floor, B1
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Thorverton Mill: 1st floor, B1, to SE, with turbine control and former millstone positions 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: ground floor, B1, with turbine gear housing, layshaft and guarding
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Thorverton Mill: ground floor, B1.  Layshaft drive from turbine to millstones 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: ground floor, B1.  Boot of Robinson elevator
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Thorverton Mill: ground floor, B2 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: ground floor ceiling, B2.  Floor structure for roller mills
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Thorverton Mill: roof, horizontal conveyor and tops of bins in B4  

 

 
Thorverton Mill: bottoms of steel bins in ground floor of B4 
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Thorverton Mill: tops of steel bins in B5 

 

 
Thorverton Mill: bin hoppers and conveyors in B5, first floor 

 


