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SOUTHCOTT, BURRINGTON, DEVON 
 

RECORDING OF HISTORIC ROOF STRUCTURE 

 

 

 

Summary 

The historic roof structure of Southcott, a late-medieval farmhouse in the parish of 

Burrington, North Devon, was recorded as a condition of planning consent, prior to the 

replacement of a mid-20th century roof that over-sailed the earlier structures.  The central 

part of the historic roof comprises the remains of two smoke-blackened trusses with 

associated purlins and rafters, considered to be the remnants of jointed cruck trusses of 

16th century origin. The roof structure of a rear extension at right angles to the main roof 

probably dates from the late 17th century and the east end of the main roof was rebuilt in 

the late 19th century.  All of the historic roof structures are to be retained in situ and a 

structurally independent new roof built over the top of them.     

 

 

Introduction  
Recording of the historic roof structure of the farmhouse at Southcott, Burrington, has 

been carried out at the request of the owners, as a planning condition, prior to the renewal 

of the roof structure.   

 

Planning permission for the replacement of the roof of the farmhouse, including raising 

the height of part of the roof and external alteration, has been granted by North Devon 

District Council under Planning Application reference 42423.  The farmhouse is listed 

Grade II (Appendix A).   

 

A detailed visual non-intrusive survey was carried out by Martin and Sue Watts on 7 July 

2010, with a further visit on 10 August.  Background and other relevant information have 

been compiled from a variety of sources which are referenced and acknowledged. 

 

The drawings are based on plans and elevations produced by Trevor Richards MCIAT 

ACIOB, of Georgeham, Braunton, in 2005-6, copies of which were kindly made available 

by the property owners.  

 

This report is intended to be read with the drawings and photographs attached. 

 

A copy of the site record and photographs will be deposited with the Museum of 

Barnstaple and North Devon, under accession number NDDMS 2010.21.  A digital copy 

of the report will be uploaded onto the OASIS (Online AccesS to the Index of 

archaeological investigationS) database under the reference martinwa1-74678.  

 

The recording brief prepared by Stephen Reed of the Devon County Council Historic 

Environment Service is appended (Appendix B). 

 

Location 
Southcott is situated in the historic parish of Burrington, NGR SS 6161 1773.  The site 

stands just below the 180m contour.  The farmhouse is located to the east of a group of 

farm buildings and is orientated almost west-east, its principal elevation facing south 

(Figure 2).   
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Historical background 

Burrington is first recorded by name in Domesday Book, when the manor was held by 

Tavistock Abbey.  No specific early reference to Southcott has been found, although many 

of the farms in the parish were named by the fourteenth century (Gover et al, 1932, 362-

3).  Cot(e) is a relatively common place-name element in parts of north Devon, and is 

considered to have been given to lesser settlements, rather than being associated with 

manor or parish names.  Nearly half of some 300 examples are compounded with a 

descriptive element such as north, south, east, west, up, nether and middle (op cit 675).  

Southcott therefore appears to have been established as a farm in the late medieval period.   

The listing description (Appendix A) suggests an early 16th century date for the house, 

with phases of remodelling in the 17th and 19th centuries.  The plan of the building is a 

form of the regional model of 3 rooms with a cross passage, with a rear extension on the 

north side at the west end.  From the surviving evidence of the roof structure, there was 

originally an open hall to the west of the later inserted axial fireplace.    

 

On the Ordnance Survey surveyor’s 2 inches to 1 mile scale drawing of 1804 

(www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw/, accessed 11 July 2010) there is some 

confusion over the naming of the farms in this part of Burrington, with Southcott labelled 

‘Lit Halsbury’ and Great Halsbury (or Halfbury) marked ‘Upcot’.  The layout of the 

buildings is also unclear.  This confusion is carried forward onto the first edition of the 

Ordnance Survey one inch series, which names Southcott as ‘Upcott’, with ‘Lit. Halsbury’ 

located to the south-west (Bideford, sheet 82, David & Charles reprint of 1870s edition, 

1969).  Southcott Barton is listed in the tithe apportionment of 1838 and the buildings are 

clearly shown at the present location on the tithe map of 1841 (Figure 1).  The farm was 

then owned by Lewis William Buck Esq and occupied by Richard Prust.  The main 

holding, including the house and farm buildings, comprised a little over 62½ acres (25.3 

hectares) of mostly arable land.  Two additional parcels of land are also listed as ‘Part of 

Southcott Barton’, one to the west, comprising about 41 acres (16.6 hectares) of moor and 

arable, which was jointly owned by Lewis William Buck and Richard Hole, and the other 

extending to 50½ acres (20.4 hectares), owned by Richard Hole, giving Richard Prust a 

total holding of just under 155 acres (62.7 hectares).  The L-shaped plan of the farmhouse 

is also shown on the first and second editions of the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 maps 

(Figure 2).      

 

Description 

The listing description (Appendix A) gives the date of the building as early 16th century, 

remodelled probably in the early 17th century and extended at the rear in the late 17th 

century.  The lower (east) end is considered to have been rebuilt in the late 19th century 

and a new roof was put over both the main east-west and the north-south extension roofs 

in the 20th century.  This is understood to have taken place in the mid 1950s (inf ex 

present owners).  The front (south) wall of the house has also been rebuilt, with brickwork 

replacing cob, and there have been structural issues with the rear extension roof pushing 

out the head of the west wall.  The present roof is hipped at the west end (see 

photographs).  The 20th century roof structure, of lightweight softwood timbers clad with 

concrete tiles, over-sails and is quite independent of the earlier roof structures.  Its line is 

shown in Figure 3.     

 

The lower parts of the roof trusses were generally difficult to examine in detail, being 

obscured by debris, including remnants of thatch, ceiling insulation and the later softwood 

ceiling joists. 

 

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/ordsurvdraw
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Main roof: 

East: 

The structure comprises 3 (not 4 as stated in the listing description) softwood trusses, of 

simple A-frame construction with tie beams at wall head level, to which the feet of the 

principals are pegged.  The principals are 20 x 8cm section, the collars 15.5 x 5.5cm, 

notched and pegged to the west faces of the principals at both ends with 2 pegs.  The north 

ends of the collars and north principals are numbered I, II and III, from west to east.  All of 

the truss timbers are of band-sawn softwood. 

 

West: 

The central part of the main roof comprises 2 smoke-blackened trusses with associated 

purlins and rafters.  The trusses appear to have been jointed crucks which have been sawn 

off above the elbow on the south side and their lower sections are obscured within later 

partitions on the north side (see photographs).  The truss at the east end (T1) is partly built 

into the inserted stone chimney stack.  Its principals are of pit-sawn oak, about 26 x 13cm 

section, lapped and pegged at the apex, with a trench cut into the top of the south principal 

to take the ridge purlin.  There is a cambered collar, 18 x 11cm section, tenoned and 

pegged into mortises in the principals at both ends.  There were formerly 2 rows of 

threaded purlins; the upper ones, about 17 x 10cm section, remain in place and the 

underside of the lower purlin on the north side is visible in the ceiling of the passage at 

first floor level below.  The lower purlin on the south side has gone.  There are some 

carpenter’s/assembly marks and also some setting out marks for cutting joints, as indicated 

on the drawing (Figure 4).   

 

Between the two trusses the roof structure comprises 7 pairs of smoke-blackened rafters, 

of sections varying from 8.5 to 10cm by 6cm to 6.5cm, laid flat, their apexes halved and 

pegged to each other over the ridge purlin, which is set diagonally.  The ridge purlin is 

about 10 x 10cm square at its east end.  Because of the downward movement of the south 

principal of T2, the ridge purlin is well below the apexes of the rafters at the west end of 

the bay between the trusses.  There are smoke-blackened cleft battens, which vary from 

40-50mm wide by 6-10mm thick, pegged to the outer faces of the rafters on both slopes. A 

series of short vertical barked rustic poles have been nailed between the inner corners of 

the lower purlins and the ceiling joists on both sides of the roof between T1 and T2.  There 

are 6 on the north side but only 4 remain on the south side.  These are not smoke-

blackened.  The length of the bay between T1 and T2 is about 3.8m.        

 

The western truss (T2) is of similar construction and dimensions to T1, but the collar has 

gone.  A secondary timber, a roughly squared small trunk of about 12 x 10cm section, still 

with some bark on the corners, has been spiked onto the west faces of the principals just 

above ceiling joist level.  The foot of the south principal of T2 has been sawn off and the 

whole truss has dropped to the south, opening up a gap at the apex.  There are 

carpenter’s/assembly marks on some components, as indicated on the drawing (Figure 5).  

Only the upper purlin on the north side remains in place.  This projects about 3.2m west of 

the truss and its outer end is angled down towards the west.  The ridge purlin, which is 

continuous from T1, also projects 1.96m westwards from T2, where it has been sawn off.  

It is also angled down towards the west end of the roof and a vertical and two angled 

supports have been introduced to support it.  These timbers have been roughly shaped 

from small trunks and are held together with wrought iron spikes.  A small section of the 

original roof survives on the north side, comprising 3 smoke-blackened rafters with 6 cleft 

battens pegged to their outer faces.           
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Rear extension roof: 

The north-south roof over the rear extension comprises 4 trusses of rustic character.  There 

are no purlins, only rafters which are roughly converted and of a variety of sections spiked 

onto the backs of the principals.  There are some repairs to the truss principals, with 

softwood plates and plywood gussets nailed on, particularly where the feet of the 

principals have spread outwards on the west side.  There are also sawn tie beams, some cut 

from larger hewn timbers spanning across the feet of each pair principals, with the 

exception of T3.  Some modern struts have been nailed on to west principal of T4 to 

support the 20th century roof structure.  

 

T3 (south end) is a simple A-frame of rustic and decayed timbers, its apex leaning to the 

south about 14 degrees out of vertical.  The east principal is 14cm thick by 16cm wide, the 

west about 13cm x 11cm, with a 15cm deep x 6cm thick rustic collar nailed on its north 

side.  A secondary timber plate has been added to strengthen the west principal. 

 

T4 is an A-frame, the east principal is 13cm face x 13cm thick and the west 15cm x 10cm, 

with a later softwood collar, 18cm deep x 5cm thick, nailed to north faces of principals.  

The original collar was set lower, but has been sawn off, leaving only the two ends which 

are fixed to the south faces of the principals with a single peg at each end.  It was about 

25cm deep x 9cm thick, its south face rounded with some bark remaining.  The principals 

are lapped and pegged at the apex and a band-sawn tie beam, 10cm deep x 5cm thick, has 

been fixed on north side of feet of principals (Figure 6). 

 

T5 is a similar A-frame truss to T4.  Its east principal is 17cm x 10cm and the west is 

18cm x 13cm.  Both principals have been cut from a smoke-blackened timber, considered 

most likely to be a former purlin from the main roof re-used.  A 13cm deep x 11cm thick 

rustic collar is pegged and spiked to south faces of principals, with 2 vertical timbers 

spiked between collar and the 12cm x 4cm tie beam which is fixed on south side across 

the feet of principals (Figure 6). 

 

T6 was inaccessible to measure in detail.  The west principal slopes northwards from its 

foot to its apex and the south principal is built into the stonework of chimney stack at 

north end of extension.  The head of the east principal is lapped over and spiked to the 

west at the apex.  As with the other trusses in this section of the roof, there is an inserted 

tie beam spanning the width of the roof, across the feet of principals.  The angled feet of 

the principals of T4 and 5 are visible between the top of the wall and the ceiling in the 

bathroom below.    

 

 

Dating and discussion 

The historic roof structure at Southcott represents an interesting, if fragmentary, survival 

of late-medieval jointed cruck construction, with smoke-blackened timbers indicating the 

former presence of an open-roofed hall on the west side of a later inserted axial fireplace.  

The east end of the house, including the roof, appears to have been completely re-

modelled in the late 19th century, with plain roof trusses of band-sawn softwood timber.  

A rear extension was added at the rear of the three room with cross-passage plan of the 

main block, probably in the late 17th century, under a roof constructed with plainly 

carpentered rustic trusses, one of which made use of a smoke-blackened timber.  This 

appears to have been a purlin taken from the west end of the main roof, which was 

presumably truncated when the north extension was built and a new roof, covering both 

parts of the building, was constructed.  The south feet of both of the surviving jointed 
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cruck trusses were also cut off at some time, which resulted in movement and partial 

collapse of the west truss (T2).  Southcott has obviously undergone several phases of 

alteration, in particular with regard to the front (south) wall and the roof, and it is 

noteworthy that the remains of the late-medieval roof have survived, completely enclosed 

yet unaffected by the new roof that was put on the building in the mid 20th century.    The 

proposed new roof structure, like that put on in the 1950s, is designed to be structurally 

independent of the earlier roofs, which can only serve to protect and ensure the long-term 

survival of the historic fabric.   

 

 

 

Martin Watts 

August 2010  
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Figure 1: Southcott Barton, Burrington, from the tithe map of 1841 (Devon Record Office) 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Southcott, Burrington, Ordnance Survey 1:2500, 2nd edition, 1904-6 

    (not reproduced to scale) 
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Figure 3: Southcott: Layout plan and west-east section through the main roof 
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Figure 4: Southcott.  T1: west face of east truss, main roof, showing saw marks, setting  

   out lines and carpenter’s/assembly marks 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 5: Southcott. T2: west face of west truss, main roof, with outline of T1 behind  

   to show settlement and distortion of structure 
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Figure 6: Southcott.  T4 and T5, north extension roof 
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Southcott, Burrington: interior of 16c smoke-blackened roof, looking east to T1 

 

 
Southcott, Burrington: exterior of 16c smoke-blackened roof, looking east on south slope 
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Southcott, Burrington: south elevation 

 

 
From the south-east 

 

 
From the north-east, showing rear extension 

 

 
From the west, showing rear extension 

 
1st floor passage, looking west, showing feet 

of north principals T1 and T2 

 

 
Lower purlin and north foot of T2 

 

 
1st floor, coved ceiling with beam supporting 

south ends of T1 and T2, looking west  
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19c roof structure at east end, looking east 

 

 
East end roof: principal/collar joint 

 

 
Detail of principal/collar joint, showing 

carpenter’s/assembly mark II 
 

 

 

 

 
Main roof, looking east to T1 

 

 
T1 with inserted stone stack 

 

 
T1 apex detail 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

 
Interior of north pitch of roof, looking east 

 

 
Interior, north side, showing barked poles 

 

 
Exterior of north slope of roof 

 

 
Exterior of north pitch, with modern roof 

structure visible above 

 
Interior of south slope of roof, looking east 

 

 
Exterior of south slope, looking west 

 

 
Exterior of south slope of roof 

 

 
Detail of rafters and cleft battens, south slope 
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Modern roof above ridge of 16c roof 

 

 
Dropped ridge purlin to east of T2 

 

 
T2 apex with ridge purlin 

 

 
T2, upper purlin, north side 

 
Ridge purlin falling to west from T2 (left) 

 

 
Rafters and battens on north side, west of T2 

 

 
Secondary timbers and remains of north slope 

of 16c roof at west end, from north, with 

upper purlin sloping down in foreground 
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Apex of T3, looking south 

 

 
T3, collar, east principal 

 

 
T4, north side, showing replacement collar 

 

 
T4, end of original collar, east principal  

 
T3 from north, apex leaning to south 

 

 
T3, foot of west principal, north side 

 

 
T4, south side 

 

 
T4, splayed foot of west principal, north side 
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T5, south face 

 

 
T5, foot of west principal, south side 

 

 
T6, north-west corner 

 

 

 

 

 
Roof structure, east slope from T5 to T6 

 

 
T5, foot of east principal, south side 

 

 
T6, built into north gable stack 
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Appendix A 
 

LISTED BUILDING DESCRIPTION  

 

Building Name:  Southcott Farmhouse  LBS Number:   97151 

Parish:  Burrington   Grade:  II   

District: North Devon    Date Listed: 08 January 1988 

County:  Devon  

Postcode: EX37 9LF   NGR:  SS6161817730 

 

Southcott Farm 

 

Farmhouse. Early C16, remodelled probably in early C17, extended at rear in late C17, lower end 

rebuilt in late C19, and reroofed and refenestrated in C20.  Rendered stone rubble and cob. 

Concrete tiled roof, hipped at left end.  Axial brick stack, brick stack at right gable end and stone 

rubble stack with brick shaft to gable end of rear service wing. 

Plan: Overall L-shaped 3-room and cross-passage plan, lower end to right, gable-ended service 

wing to rear of hall to left.  Original plan obscured by later developments, but certainly consisted 

of an open hall to left of passage.  The hall may have been partitioned at the upper end, but unless 

the left end wall has been rebuilt, this would have created an exceptionally 

narrow inner room, and no certain evidence for this partition has survived.  The hall was ceiled and 

the axial stack backing onto the passage inserted probably in the C17. Later in the C17, a 

kitchen/service wing was added to the rear of the hall.  In late C19, the lower end below the stack, 

apart from perhaps the front and rear walls, was remodelled and a staircase added at the rear of the 

passage, the outshut in which it is incorporated being raised to 1 1/2 storeys.  In C20, the upper 

part of the front wall of the main range was rebuilt to heighten the roof and a former staircase 

beside the kitchen wing stack removed. 

2 storeys. 4-window range. C20 fenestration, 2-light casements.  Two 3-light casements to ground 

floor flanking porch with gabled concrete tiled roof. 4-panelled door, the upper panels glazed. C19 

patterned tiled floor to porch.  Leanto at left end and I 1/2 storey outshut to rear with corrugated 

iron roofs. 

Interior: 2 cross ceiling beams to hall cased in; bressumer at lower end chamfered and scroll-

stopped on hall side only.  Probable creamery recess in rear wall opposite stack. Blocked doorway 

into rear outshut.  The hall stack was inserted centrally between and free of the front and rear 

walls, with a 6-panelled door to left and C20 cupboard blocking a further former doorway through 

from the passage to the right.  The hall fireplace lintel is a reused section of a former plank and 

muntin screen, with mortices for 6 muntins.  The concealed inner face reveals the screen had a 

hollow-flanking roll-moulded cornice; the heavy charring suggests it 

has been in use as a lintel for a considerable length of time. It is possible therefore that it originally 

formed part of a low screen partition between the hall and passage which was removed when the 

stack was inserted.  The lower end is featureless.  Chamfered fireplace lintel to kitchen wing with 

diagonal step stops.  C19 straight-run staircase in outshut to rear of passage. 

Roof Structure: 3 rough pegged late C17 trusses to rear kitchen wing.  The middle truss shows 

signs of smoke-blackening and is possibly a reused purlin from the main range.  4 late C19 trusses 

over lower end.  The hall roof consists of 2 trusses, originally apparently jointed crucks, but the 

feet of 3 of the blades have been sawn off above the elbow.  2 tiers of threaded purlins, diagonally 

set ridge purlin.  The inserted stack butts into the truss over the lower end of the hall, which is 

nevertheless smoke-blackened on its lower side.  This truss has a slightly cranked morticed and 

tenoned collar.  The collar of the other truss has been removed.  At the left end, the purlins have 

been sawn off and the roof modified to hip construction.  All the roof members over the hall, 

including trusses, purlins, rafters and the surviving battens, apart from the introduced hip 

members, are thoroughly smoke-blackened. 

 

From Heritage Gateway, Listed Buildings Online 
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Appendix B 
 

BRIEF FOR HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING 

 

Location: Southcott Farm 

Parish:  Burrington 

District:  North Devon 

County: Devon 

NGR:  261618.117731 

 

Planning Application no: 42423 

 

Proposal:  listed building application for replacement of roof including raising height of part 

of roof & external alterations 

 

Historic Environment Service ref: Arch/dc/nd/10689 

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 This brief has been prepared by the Devon County Council Historic Environment Service 

(HES), at the request of the property owner with regard to the archaeological works - in this case a 

programme of historic building fabric recording - required as a condition of planning consent for 

the above works.  This brief has been produced specifically for the above planning application and 

may require alteration if this application is revised, amended or resubmitted.  This document is not 

transferable to any other scheme or planning application. 

 

1.2 In accordance with PPG15 (1994) Planning and the Historic Environment, PPG16 (1990) 

Archaeology and Planning Policy and the Local Development Framework Policy on archaeology, 

consent has been granted, conditional upon a programme of archaeological work being 

undertaken.  Condition 3 requires that:  

 

‘No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a 

programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which 

has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority.’  The development 

shall be carried out at all times in strict accordance with the approved scheme, or such other 

details as may be subsequently agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority.’ 

 

1.3 The principal objectives of the programme shall be to investigate and record any historic 

building fabric or architectural detail that is obscured removed or otherwise affected by the 

development. 

 

1.4 Southcott Farm is a Grade II listed building dating from the early 16th century, remodelled 

in the 17th century and re-roofed in the 20th century.  Despite the later re-roofing, the listing 

description describes many of the roof members as being smoke blackened and as such being of 

some antiquity.  The proposed works may have an impact upon the historic fabric of the building’s 

roof structure  

 

1.5 This Brief covers the application area as defined in the plans submitted in support of this 

application. 

 

1.6 It is likely that the consent granted for the above application will lapse before 

implementation.  Should this happen, provided any new application remains essentially the same 

with regard to its scope this, Brief will remain valid.  Prior to production of any Written Scheme of 

Investigation (WSI) the archaeological contractor should ensure that there are no major between 

the two schemes and this should be confirmed within the WSI. 
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2. WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION 

 

2.1 This document sets out the scope of the works required to record the historic fabric 

affected by the proposed development and will form the basis of the Written Scheme of 

Investigation to be prepared by the archaeological consultant and approved by the HES and the 

Local Planning Authority (LPA). 

 

2.2 The Written Scheme of Investigation must be submitted by the applicant or on their behalf 

by their agent or archaeological consultant and approved by the HES and the Local Planning 

Authority prior to any development commencing on site. 

 

3. PROGRAMME OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS 

 

3.1 Desk-based assessment 

The programme of work shall include a desk-based appraisal of the site to place the development 

area into its historic and archaeological context.  This work will consist of map regression based 

on the Ordnance Survey maps and the Tithe Map(s) and Apportionments.  An examination will 

also be made of records and aerial photographs held by the HER.  The reporting requirements for 

the desk-based work will be confirmed in consultation with the HES. 

 

If a full report is prepared then this information will be presented as part of the final report along 

with the results of the fieldwork. 

 

3.2 Historic building recording 

A record shall be made of the roof structure of the building affected by the proposed works.  This 

should include a photographic record of the extant historic roof structure as well as appropriate 

drawn record of the cross-section and details of any structural details that are exposed or otherwise 

affected by the works.   

 

3.3 The photographic record should be made in B/W print supplemented by digital or colour 

transparency.  However, if digital imagery is to be the sole photographic record then suitably 

archivable prints must be made of the digital images by a photographic laboratory.  Laser or inkjet 

prints of digital images, while acceptable for inclusion in the report, are not an acceptable medium 

for archives.  The drawn and written record will be on an appropriately archivable medium. 

 

3.4 The consultant should make themselves familiar with the specification required for each of 

the recording levels.  The detail of the proposed archaeological works should be set out in the 

Written Scheme of Investigation, including reference to the appropriate IFA and scientific 

guidelines for the analysis and dating of the historic buildings. 

 

3.5 Should significant historical and/or architectural elements be exposed within the building 

by conversion/construction works the North Devon Conservation Officer and the HES will be 

informed.  The applicant will ensure that any such exposed elements remain undisturbed until their 

significance can be determined and to allow consideration for their retention in situ. 

 

4. MONITORING 

 

4.1 The archaeological consultant shall agree monitoring arrangements with the County 

Historic Environment Service and the District Conservation Officer and give two weeks notice, 

unless a shorter period is agreed with the HES, of commencement of the fieldwork.  Details will be 

agreed of any monitoring points where decisions on options within the programme are to be made. 

 

4.2 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive and finds. 
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5. REPORTING 

 

5.1 The reporting requirements will be confirmed with the HES on completion of the site 

work. 

 

5.2 The report shall be prepared collating the written, graphic, visible and recorded 

information outlined above.  The report shall include plans of the features, including their location, 

description of the historic building fabric, architectural features of interest and artefacts together 

with their interpretation.  It is recommended that a draft report is submitted to the HES for 

comment prior to its formal submission to the Local Planning Authority. 

 

A copy of this brief shall be included in the report. 

 

5.3 The HES would normally expect to receive the report within three months of completion 

of fieldwork - dependent upon the provision of specialist reports, radiocarbon dating results etc the 

production of which may exceed this period.  If a substantial delay is anticipated then an interim 

report will be produced.  A copy of this brief shall be included in the report. 

 

5.4 In addition to the copy supplied to the Local Planning Authority a copy of the report will 

also be submitted to the North Devon District Council’s Conservation Officer - address below. 

 

5.5 On completion of the report, in addition to copies required by the Client and the District 

Council Conservation Officer, hard copies of the report shall be supplied to the HES on the 

understanding that one of these copies will be deposited for public reference in the HER.  In 

addition to the hard copies of the report, one copy shall be provided to the County Historic 

Environment Service in digital format - in a format to be agreed in advance with the HES - on the 

understanding that it may in future be made available to researchers via a web-based version of the 

Historic Environment Record. 

 

5.6 The archaeological consultant shall complete an online OASIS (Online AccesS to the 

Index of archaeological investigationS) form in respect of the archaeological work.  This will 

include a digital version of the report.  The report or short entry to the Historic Environment 

Record will also include the OASIS ID number.  

 

5.7 Publication 

Should particularly significant historic fabric, architectural features, below-ground remains, finds 

be encountered, then these, because of their importance, are likely to merit wider publication in 

line with government planning guidance. If such remains are encountered, the publication 

requirements – including any further analysis that may be necessary – will be confirmed with the 

HES. 

 

6. PERSONNEL 

 

6.1 The recording work shall be carried out by a professional historic building specialist to be 

agreed with the HES.  Staff must be suitably qualified and experienced for their project roles.  All 

work should be carried out under the control of a member of the Institute of Historic Building 

Conservation (IHBC), or by a specified person of equivalent standing and expertise.  The Written 

Scheme of Investigation will contain details of key project staff and specialists who may 

contribute during the course of the works - excavation and post-excavation. 

 

6.2 Health and Safety matters, including site security, are matters for the consultant. However, 

adherence to all relevant regulations will be required. 
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6.3 The archaeological consultant shall give the HES two weeks notice of commencement of 

works and shall be responsible for agreeing monitoring arrangements.  Details will be agreed of 

any monitoring points where decisions on options within the programme are to be made. 

 

6.4 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive and finds, and the 

satisfactory completion of an OASIS report - see 5.5 below. 

 

6.5 The work shall be carried out in accordance with IFA Standard and Guidance for the 

archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures (1996), as amended 

(2008).  

 

7. DEPOSITION OF ARCHIVE AND FINDS 

 

7.1 The archaeological consultant shall contact the museum that will receive the site archive to 

obtain an accession number and agree conditions for deposition.  The accession number will be 

quoted in the Written Scheme of Investigation. 

 

7.2  Archaeological finds resulting from the investigation (which are the property of 

the landowner), should be deposited with the appropriate museum - in a format to be agreed with 

the museum, and within a timetable to be agreed with the HES.  The museum’s guidelines for the 

deposition of archives for long-term storage should be adhered to.  If ownership of all or any of the 

finds is to remain with the landowner, provision and agreement must be made for the time-limited 

retention of the material and its full analysis and recording, by appropriate specialists. 

 

7.3 The artefact discard policy must be set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation. 

 

7.4 The condition placed upon this development will not be regarded as discharged until the 

report has been produced and submitted to the HES and the LPA, the site archive deposited and the 

OASIS form submitted. 

 

8. CONTACT NAME AND ADDRESS 

 

Stephen Reed, Archaeological Officer, Devon County Council, Environment, Economy and 

Culture Directorate, Matford Offices, County Hall, Exeter EX2 4QW 

Tel: 01392-383303 Fax: 01392-383011 E-mail: stephen.reed@devon.gov.uk 

 

Collette Hall, Conservation Officer, North Devon District Council, Civic Centre, North Walk 

Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 1EA Tel: 01271 388352 Email: collette.hall@northdevon.gov.uk 

 

29th January 2010 
 

 

 


