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TOWN MILLS, LANDKEY, DEVON 

 
HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING 

 

 

 

Summary 

Town Mill or Mills, Landkey, a former corn mill dating back to at least the early 17th 

century, was recorded prior to its conversion for domestic accommodation.  The mill was 

owned by the Darch family for over a century, and run by them in conjunction with a 

bakery for about 80 years.  The corn milling machinery was removed, probably in the late 

1940s, and the waterwheel was latterly used to drive a generator installed to produce 

domestic electricity.  The generator became disused by the 1980s.  There is still a live 

water supply and the external overshot waterwheel and related sluice gates have been 

maintained in working order. Although there is evidence within the plan of the building 

which reflects its post-medieval origins as a two-wheeled mill, the standing structure is 

generally of 19th century date, and the pit wall and upper parts of the gable ends were 

substantially rebuilt in the latter part of the 20th century, after the mill stopped work. 

 

Introduction  

Historic building recording at Town Mills, Landkey, has been carried out at the request of 

the owner, as a planning condition, prior to conversion of the mill building for domestic 

use. 

 

Planning permission for demolition of an outbuilding and conversion of the mill building, 

which is listed Grade II,  has been granted by North Devon District Council under Listed 

Building Consent Application 49829 (44749 amended) and Planning Application 

reference 49830 (44750 amended).   

 

A detailed visual non-intrusive survey was carried out by Martin and Sue Watts on 25 

May 2010 and  subsequent visits were made by Martin Watts on 15 June and 8 July 2010.  

Background and other relevant information have been compiled from a variety of sources 

which are referenced and acknowledged. 

 

The drawings are based on plans and elevations produced by Richard T. Evans of 

Braunton in July 1996.   

 

A copy of the site record and photographs will be deposited with the Museum of 

Barnstaple and North Devon, under accession number NDDMS 2010.20.  A digital copy 

of the report will be uploaded onto the OASIS (Online AccesS to the Index of 

archaeological investigationS) database under the reference martinwa1-75245.  

 

The recording brief prepared by Stephen Reed of the Devon County Council Historic 

Environment Service is appended. 

 

Location 
Town Mills is situated in the historic parish of Landkey, to the south of Manor Road, 

about 200m east-south-east of the village church, at NGR SS 5925 3107.  The site stands 

at about 24m above Ordnance Datum.   
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The underlying geology is Pilton shales and Codden Hill chert and river terrace deposits 

of Devonian/Carboniferous transition age (Institute of Geological Sciences, Geological 

Map, 1982, 1:50,000 sheet 293).  In the late 19th century the soil in the parish was 

described as loamy, with clay subsoil, the chief crops being wheat, oats and barley 

(Kelly’s Directory 1889). 

 

Historical background 

Landkey is a relatively small but fertile parish, extending to about 1400 hectares (3,500 

acres).  Landkey is a Celtic place-name, first recorded in 1166; the first element is from 

the Cornish word lan, meaning church, and the second is the saint’s name Cai (Gover, 

Mawer & Stenton 1932, 31).  While there are references to a number of mills in Landkey 

from the 13th century onwards, the earliest specific reference to Landkey Mills dates from 

1635, when it appears in a list for a tax or rate levied by John Acland and others on the 

parishioners of Landkey for the maintenance of the church (Fursdon 1927).  The mill, 

which was then held by the Aclands, was named Lankey Milles, to distinguish it from 

Newland Milles, which also appears on the list.  The mill is generally referred to in 

documents as Landkey Mill or Mills, the name Town Mills being used in the late 19th 

century and appearing on the large scale Ordnance Survey maps (Figure 3).   

 

Background information about the mill appears in two gazetteers of watermills in north 

Devon (Thorpe 1989, 44; U3A 1995, 68-71) and in published notes taken from an 

interview with Mrs Isa Darch, aged 89, recorded in 1992 as part of the Discovering 

Landkey Project (Tales of Old Landkey 1994, 14-15; Discovering Landkey 1996, 28-9).  

There are also some valuable and interesting photographs of the mill taken between about 

1890 and the 1920s in the Beaford Archive (see plates).  Unfortunately the published 

information is in part both confused and confusing, including the use of the name Manor 

Mill(s), which does not appear to have any historical foundation.  A probable recent 

historic scenario is suggested as follows.   

 

At the time of the tithe survey in 1845 Landkey Mill was owned by the trustees of Lord 

Rolle and occupied by Thomas Dennis, who held just under 4 hectares (10 acres) of land.  

From trade directory entries, it appears that the Darch family took over Landkey Mill 

between 1873 and 1878, although a marriage settlement of 1761 refers to William Darch, 

miller of Landkey (NDRO B9/19/30(f)), which suggests an earlier family connection with 

one of the mills in the parish (see Appendix for list of millers).  The figure standing above 

the waterwheel in the photograph of c.1890 (Plate 1) is understood to be John Darch 

senior.  In about 1900 work was carried out on the launder and waterwheel by the 

Barnstaple millwrights Garnish and Lemon (Plate 2).  It is not clear when the bakery was 

established, but in 1923 Darch & Sons are listed as millers and bakers, the bake-house 

being in part of the house, now referred to as the Manor, to the north-west of the mill.  In 

1992 Mrs Isa Darch recalled that the bakery ran for ‘about eighty years’ and that in the 

time of Arthur and Gordon Darch, ‘a gentleman called Dr Allinson came from London 

and stayed for a fortnight instructing them.  Afterwards they used Allinson’s flour, which 

was rather special.’ (U3A 1995, 70).  Dr Thomas Allinson, an advocate of the goodness of 

wholemeal flour, bought a millstone mill in Bethnal Green and established the Natural 

Food Company in about 1892.  He died in 1918, so he must have visited Landkey before 

then (www.allinsonflour.co.uk/history/, accessed July 2010).  The bakery appears to have 

still been working in the early 1970s.  An interior photograph of the millstone floor, which 

is understood to date from the 1920s, shows that the mill was still grinding at that time 

(Plate 5).  Mrs Darch said that ‘corn was ground for local farmers until 1942’, suggesting 

that by then it did was not milling flour for the family bakery.  In 1974 Thomas Spencer 

http://www.allinsonflour.co.uk/history/
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recorded that ‘there are (sic = were) two sets of millstones, one for barley and one for 

maize’, which confirms the later use of the mill for grinding animal feed (Thorpe 1989, 

44).  Mrs Darch also recalled that the mill started generating electricity in the 1920s.  A 

second generator superseded the original one in the 1940s. This was probably when the 

corn milling machinery was removed and massive cast concrete bearing supports were 

inserted in and around the original cog pit.  The second generator appears to have been 

still in use in 1974 (ibid).  When first seen by the writer in 1991, the waterwheel was 

running and the generator was in place, but no longer used (Plate 6).  The wheel has been 

maintained in turning order to the present, although with the loss of some original 

features, including the launder, sluice gate and method of fixing the bucket boards.   

 

Water supply 

Water is brought to the mill by a leat some 525m in length which is taken off the north 

side of the Venn stream to the south of Landkey Newland.  A second stream, which runs 

from the north-east and formerly fed a mill pond and the Castle Mill in Landkey Newland, 

runs into the leat a short distance downstream from its take-off (Figures 1 & 3).  The 

tailrace which runs south-west from the mill and returns the water from the wheel back 

into the Venn stream is about 50m long. 

 

The leat is artificially embanked immediately above the mill, with a masonry structure 

forming a by-pass and spillway.  This structure has been substantially rebuilt, or at least 

re-faced, in recent years, in random stonework with cement bedding and pointing.  The 

headrace channel is 1.83m wide, with a rendered floor and sides which stand 0.48m high.  

The by-pass spillway has a 0.6m wide iron vertical sluice gate in iron guides, with an old 

car wheel mounted on the top of the lifting screw to act as a turning device.  Between this 

sluice gate and the leat end is a low spill weir 0.91m long.  The end of the leat has been 

narrowed by the insertion of low angled concrete walls on both sides, which funnel the 

water to a cast-iron vertical sluice, 0.6m wide, in iron guides, with a single vertical screw 

to raise and lower it.  This gate, which is not an original feature, controls the flow of water 

into the launder and onto the wheel (see Figure 13  and photographs).    

 

Waterwheel 

The waterwheel is overshot, 3.96m (13 feet) in diameter by 1.22m (4 feet) wide.  It is fed   

at about top dead centre from end of a waney-edged elm plank launder, effectively an 

open trough about 1.2m wide.  The floor of the launder is lined with sheet metal.  The 

wheel is of iron construction with timber buckets.  Some of the cast-iron shroud sections 

carry the name GARNISH & LEMON BARNSTAPLE.  There are six shroud sections each 

side, bolted together midway between the arm ends, with two cross-tie rods between each 

pair.  The shrouds carry 36 elm buckets, comprising a short riser and wide outer or float 

board. Unusually these are not nailed together, with the result that some are missing and 

others are loose.  The sole is formed of 6 pieces of sheet metal, bolted to the return flange 

on the inside of the shrouds.  There are two sets of six flat iron or steel arms, each fixed at 

both ends with two square-headed bolts and nuts.  The two cast-iron naves (centres) are 

held with four keys to the iron wheelshaft, which is 15cm in diameter.  The outer bearing 

is a relatively modern enclosed roller bearing, mounted on a concrete pad on the stone and 

concrete ‘island’ between the wheelpit and the spillway channel.  The inner bearing, 

which is set on the inside of the pit wall, is understood to be of lignum vitae (Adrian 

Powell pers comm.).  Although many of the buckets are loose and decayed, the wheel still 

turns by water and runs relatively quietly and smoothly.  
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The mill building 

Generally: 

The mill building is rectangular on plan, approximately 9.3m x 5.7m internally, its long 

axis being orientated south-west – north-east (for convenience, the orientation will be 

described as west – east in this report) (Figure 5).  The east gable is end on to Manor Road 

from where the building is approached along a short driveway.  The waterwheel is located 

externally in a stone-built wheelpit on the south side.  The building contains two full 

floors and a loft, under a corrugated sheet metal roof.  In 1974 the roof is stated to have 

been slated (Thorpe 1989, 44), although photographic evidence indicates it was clad with 

corrugated iron sheet since the late 19th century.   

 

Exterior: (Figures 11 and 12) 

The walls are of random rubble local stone.  The pit wall, on the south side, has been 

substantially rebuilt above the level of where the waterwheel shaft enters the building, 

although some earlier masonry survives at the south-west corner.  The newer stonework is 

bedded in cement, with cement mortar pointing.  The window openings have long timber 

lintels with wide side-hung timber casement windows and slate cills.  The ground floor 

window has two lights, each two panes wide by three panes high, and the two first floor 

windows have 3 lights, with similar glazing.  All these windows, which are domestic in 

appearance, were introduced when the wheelpit wall was rebuilt.  Some information about 

the original appearance of the pit wall can be seen on the old photographs that show the 

waterwheel, launder and penstock controls (Plates 1, 2 and 3).  

 

The west gable is of random rubble stone with brick reveals to the first floor window.  

There is also brickwork forming the north-west corner of the building, above a stone and 

brick buttress.  Some of the stonework at the south-west corner has been rebuilt, as has the 

wall head above the first floor window lintel.  The upper part of the gable is clad with 

waney-edged horizontal timber boards.  The ground floor window, inserted in a former 

wide door opening which has been partly infilled with stone, under a long timber lintel, 

has a softwood timber frame and three vertical fixed lights, the central one being narrower 

than the outer ones, and remains of a stone cill.  The cill of the first floor window appears 

to have been raised by two courses.  The window has four vertical fixed lights, with three 

mullions, in a softwood frame under a timber lintel.  The loft window, inserted in the 

boarded section, is timber-framed with three mullions. 

 

The north elevation is of stone, with some brick dressings to the door openings and some 

small areas of brick infill.  The bottom 0.75m of the wall, from the present ground level, is 

painted black, with whitewash above.  The external ground level has been raised 

considerably, the door opening at the east end having two steps down to the mill floor, 

which is about 0.75m below present outside ground level.  The door at the east end is a 

split (stable-type) door, with vertical softwood boards and ledges, hung in a pegged 

softwood frame.  There is a central opening with brick reveals to the ground floor, at 

present closed with a timber panel, with a cast-iron plate, the former penstock for the 

waterwheel (see below), propped in front of it.  Above this opening is a first floor loading 

door, with an iron casting serving as a wide, shallow lintel.  This opening has an internal 

sliding door.  To the west of the first floor doorway is a panel of brick infill and two 

timber-lined openings (see Figure 12).  There are recesses at high level in this wall which 

took the ends of horizontal timbers that were used to form a lean-to roof between the mill 

and the store building to the north-west.  There was formerly a lucam, a small gable-

roofed structure which enclosed an external hoist, projecting from the roof above the 

central doorway. 
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The stonework of the east gable end is painted black at the base with whitewash above. 

There is a metal-framed window at first floor level, with two casements, both with two 

wide by four high panes. The left-hand casement has an opening top light and the right-

hand casement opens outwards.  This window is set under a weathered timber lintel and 

has a concrete cill.  There is a panel of stonework about 0.45m high below the cill, which 

appears to be recent infill.  The upper part of the east gable is clad externally with plain 

metal sheeting, painted with red oxide, with a four wide by two pane high timber-framed 

central window.  This gable formerly carried the painted inscription DARCH’S FLOUR 

MILLS & BAKERY (Plates 3 and 4).  Plate 4 also shows a single-storey lean-to extension 

with a corrugated iron roof, probably a small office, almost the full width of the east gable 

wall.  This appears to have been added before about 1880, being shown in plan on both the 

first and second edition of the Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map (Figure 4).           

 

Interior: (Figures 9 and 10) 

Ground floor: The main entrance is the doorway in the north-east corner, with steps down 

onto a concrete slab raised above the ground floor.  The original threshold of the door 

appears to have been about 0.4m above the present ground floor level.  The ground floor is 

mainly concrete, with a small area of stone slab paving at the east end.  There is a slight 

change in level at the west end, with a shallow slope downwards, below the steel beam 

that spans from the hurst face to the north wall.  The west, north and east walls are of 

whitewashed random rubble stone.  The inner face of the south (pit) wall has been largely 

rebuilt in concrete blockwork, with blocks laid flat.  Some earlier masonry remains in the 

north-east corner and behind the upstream rear bridge post.   The small opening where the 

shaft of the waterwheel enters the mill has a brick head and reveals.  A concrete block wall 

has been built at an angle across the south-west corner, with a void behind.   

 

In the stonework of the west wall is a 1m high recess, 0.16m wide by 0.3cm deep, its cill 

0.6m off floor.  There was formerly a door opening 1.52m wide in the west gable.  This 

has been infilled with masonry and a window, with an I-section steel joist acting as a lintel 

over.  In the north wall 0.8m in from the north-west corner is a recess with brick sides 

under a thin timber lintel.  The central opening in the north wall has brick reveals; the 

bricks on lower part on east side are nosed.  In the north-east corner a flight of timber 

steps with 10 open treads leads up to the first floor.  

 

First floor: The first floor structure at the east end  is of sawn softwood joists, with coarse 

vertical saw marks, 18 x 8cm section at about 45cm centres.  The joists are trimmed 

around the stair opening and the sack traps.  A 13 x 11.5cm I-section steel joist spans from 

the upper hurst beam to the north wall, with two east-west timbers which span between it 

and the steel joist which forms the lintel over the former doorway in the west gable (see 

plans).   

  

The first floor boards, which are softwood, are largely obscured by modern covering, 

including some secondary boarding at the west end.  The south (pit) wall has been rebuilt 

in unfinished concrete blockwork, with two timber casement windows set in square-edged 

openings under lintels of new and re-used timber.  With the exception of this wall, the first 

floor walls are limewashed.  The concrete block wall angled across the south-west corner 

rises to loft floor level.  There is a recess in the stonework under the south side of the 

window in the west gable, presumably made to accommodate a piece of machinery at 

some time.  An earlier wall head is visible as a slight projection 0.8m above the floor on 

the west, north and east sides.  From photographic evidence it appears that the upper walls, 

certainly the south one, were originally of cob (Plates 1 and 3).     
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To the west of the central doorway in the north wall are two timber-lined openings and a 

brick-lined vertical slot.  The door is a single leaf hung on a metal rail, which opens by 

sliding to the east.  In the north-east corner above the ground floor doorway is a raised 

timber platform which forms a landing for a flight of timber steps leading up to the loft.  

These had eight treads, and were boarded under the treads, between the strings.  These 

steps are decayed and unsafe to use.  There is a re-used metal-framed window in the east 

gable, with stone infill below. 

 

The structure of the loft floor is similar to that of the first floor.  A single circular-sawn 

softwood beam, 26 x 20cm section, runs the full length of building, with a barked timber 

prop under it close to the former position of the corn mill gearing (see below).  A 

horizontal fixed oak beam spans between the pit wall and this beam.  This carried the top 

bearing for the upright shaft and pencilled setting-out lines for the bearing position are 

visible on it.  Parallel with this beam, on the west (downstream) side, is a second timber 

that carried a bearing for a horizontal layshaft which was driven off the downstream side 

of the crown wheel (see Figure 10).  A second beam, 2m in from the west gable, also 

carried a bearing for this shaft.  The loft floor joists are 18 x 7.5cm softwood at about 

50cm centres, with coarse vertical saw marks the same as those carrying the first floor.  

The joists are trimmed to form the sack trap opening.  The trap doors have gone, but some 

rope or chain score marks can be seen in the surrounding timbers. 

 

Access to the loft is now by temporary modern steps.  The boarding of the loft floor is 

generally decayed, with a large area missing on the south side.  The surviving boards are 

of softwood, 17cm wide.  There are the remains of raised sack gallery or walkway running 

south-north in the central bay.  It is 0.89m wide and stands 0.84m over floor.  Its position 

confirms that there was once an external sack hoist – a lucam – on the north side of the 

roof, which can just be seen on the 1920s photograph of the mill yard (Plate 4).  There are 

also remains of the timber supporting structure for the sack hoist mechanism on the south 

side of the central bay and rope and chain guides fixed to the roof structure. 

 

The head of the north wall is about 0.8m over the floor, with the stonework built up 

around the feet of the rafters, following the slope of the roof.  The inner skins of the south 

and west walls are of concrete block.  The north wall is of whitewashed rubble stone.  The 

west gable is roughly built of concrete block to the head of the window, with horizontal 

timber boards above.  The lower part of the east gable end is of whitewashed rubble stone 

with vertical timber boarding above, the exterior of which is covered with sheet metal.  

 

The roof is a relatively modern lightweight three-bay structure.  There are two softwood 

trusses with 18 x 7.5cm tie beams set 0.47m above floor level, their ends built into the 

tops of the north and south walls.  The truss principals are 14 x 7cm in section, half-lapped 

and spiked at the apexes, their feet sitting on the wall head, with three rows of purlins 

carried on cleats on their backs.  There are two light ridge purlins and the roof slopes are 

clad with corrugated metal sheeting fixed directly to the purlins.    

 

Working parts 

All of the corn milling machinery has long been removed, although some of the timbers of 

the hurst, the frame that enclosed the gearing and supported the millstones, remain in place 

(for layout and naming of parts see Figure 6).  The waterwheel was last used to drive a 

generator through three steps of gear, chain and belt drives (see Figure 7).  The final 

statement in the listing description (Appendix B) that the ‘machinery [is] intact’ is 
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misleading, as by 1986, the date of listing, the corn milling machinery had long been 

removed and the generating plant was no longer in use.   

 

The cog pit, which is about 0.52m wide, has a masonry cill 0.3m wide along the face of 

the pit wall on which the inner wheelshaft bearing and the upstream rear bridge post are 

carried.  Downstream of the wheelshaft position a large concrete base has been cast in situ, 

to support the generator drive.  The pitwheel is hung on the inner end of wheelshaft, which 

projects beyond the inner bearing.  It is a spur gear, a single casting approximately 1.8m in 

diameter, with 6 H-section arms and approx. 90 teeth of 15cm face and 7cm (2¾ inch) 

pitch.  It meshed with a solid cast-iron pinion, 0.46m diameter, with approx. 24 teeth, 

which is mounted on heavy 10.8cm diameter shaft.  On the inner (south) end of this shaft 

is a chain-drive wheel of about 0.6m diameter, which drove to a small diameter gear on a 

second shaft.  On the outer (north) end of this shaft is a split-cast iron pulley, 1.17m 

diameter, 0.31m face, with 16 bar arms, which had three or four rubber V-belts running on 

it, from which the final drive to the generator was taken.  The first driven shaft runs in 

plain bearings which are mounted on cast in situ concrete blocks.  That behind the 

downstream front bridge post is 2m long by 0.4m thick.  The final drive to the in situ 

generator was by four V-belts from a pulley mounted on a 6cm diameter shaft running in 

bearings carried on elegant floor-mounted cast-iron brackets.  The final drive pulley 

carries the name FENNER HULL embossed on one arm. 

 

Two generators sit on cross timbers on a pair of longitudinal beams which are set in the 

floor at the downstream end of the cog pit, the concrete floor being laid up to them.  The 

in situ generator is by R.A. Lister & Co. Ltd., Dursley, No. 80 SG 5464, 110 volts, 22.8 

amps, 600 rpm [so 2.5kW].  The second, displaced, generator is an “Aston” dynamo, No. 

31104, 3kW, 21.4 amps, 100-140 volts, 725 rpm.  The switch gear for the ‘Lister Electric 

Generating Set’ was disconnected and displaced at the time of survey.  

 

Hurst frame:  

The front upper hurst beam runs the full length of the building parallel with the pit wall.  It 

is a single circular-sawn pine timber, 27cm wide x 21cm deep.  At its upstream (east) end 

evidence survives to indicate the working positions of two pairs of millstones.  The 

horizontal stone beams, which are of circular-sawn softwood, remain in place, spanning 

between the front and rear upper hurst beams.  The upstream front and rear bridge posts 

are also in situ; the front post is oak, about 23cm square, with a single through mortise (for 

the outer end of the bridge tree) and it retains an iron fitting above the mortise into which  

the tentering screw was threaded.  An angled cut-out towards the top of the west face of 

the front bridge post indicates the former position of the meal spout from the millstones.  

The rear bridge post also has single mortise, with an elongated slot above, which would 

have allowed the tenon of the bridge tree to be put in or removed without major 

dismantling.  The downstream front bridge post is also in place.  It is of oak with a single 

through mortise and the iron fitting for the tentering screw, similar to the upstream post.  

A small piece of leather belting has been nailed on to its face, which still holds a sacking 

needle, used for carrying out running repairs to sacks.  Both front bridge posts sit on 

decayed timber cill set in the floor, which continues 1.65m to the west of the downstream 

bridge post.   

 

At first floor level there are two timber-lined openings through north wall close to the 

central doorway which were connected with the working parts of the corn mill.  The larger 

one is probably an exhaust from a grain cleaning machine.  The smaller one may either be 

an exhaust or a spout. 
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There are two timber dough kneading troughs on the first floor of mill, one 3.1m long, the 

other 1.1m long. 

 

There are seven millstones set in the concrete floor of the former covered yard between 

the mill and the store building.  Six are French burr stones, all about 1.2m diameter and, 

where the dressing can be seen, they were dressed for clockwise rotation.  A single 

conglomerate stone, of slightly smaller diameter, is dressed for anti-clockwise rotation. 

 

A cast-iron plate, 1.1m wide by 0.5m high, now leaning against north wall across the 

central doorway, has GARNISH & LEMON BARNSTAPLE embossed on it.  This was the 

penstock – the sluice that controlled the flow of water into the launder and onto the wheel 

– which from photographic evidence (Plate 2) appears to have been installed in about 

1900.  

 

Store building 

To the north-west of the mill is a stone store building under a mono-pitch roof.  This is the 

truncated remains of a larger building (shown on the tithe map, Figure 2), now reduced to 

a single-storey structure of rubble stone with some brick dressings and infill.  Its basic 

plan is shown on the drawing (Figure 9).  It was demolished as part of the planning 

consent at the end of May 2010.  A brief description is therefore given. 

 

Exterior: 

South elevation: rubble stone, black painted base with whitewash above, with brick 

dressings to door and window openings.  A former telegraph pole spans between the wall 

head and the mill north wall opposite, and the line of a former infill roof is visible at the 

east end.  There is a narrow blocked doorway with brick reveals under a timber lintel, and 

an inserted 2 light timber window, with brick reveals and a concrete cill. 

 

East elevation: brick-lined central doorway, with thick timber lintel (a re-used timber – see 

below), with a vertical tongued, grooved and beaded timber-boarded ledged and braced 

door.  Three light timber-framed window above lintel, three casements two panes wide by 

four panes high, central opening casement, with an infilled panel below a timber lintel.  

The head of the wall is of brick.   

 

North elevation: rubble stone.  Boarded window opening with brick reveals, timber lintel 

and concrete cill. 

 

West elevation: stonework of north wall projects at west end, partly rebuilt in concrete 

blockwork.  Set-back modern half-glazed door and infill, with concrete block walling to 

south of door, built into rendered stone wall which connects to north-west corner of mill. 

 

Interior: concrete floor, with probable vehicle inspection pit towards north side, now 

filled.  Walls of rubble stone with some brickwork, whitewashed.  West wall of concrete 

block, with inserted stud and plasterboard forming small room in north-west corner.  

Mono-pitch roof sloping to south-west, clad with corrugated iron sheets supported on 4 

purlins spanning north-south.    

 

No historic features were noted when this building was examined as part of the initial 

survey, but its demolition revealed three timbers re-used as lintels, which were part of the 

hurst of an earlier phase of mill.  These were recorded separately (see Figure 8).  
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Monitoring of groundworks 
A watching brief was carried out during the removal of the interior ground floor of the 

mill on 15 June 2010.  The floor surface consisted of mass concrete, with a small area of 

stone paving set in concrete at the east end, in front of the hurst.  The concrete floor slab 

varied in thickness from 10 to 23cm and was laid directly on loose rubble and soil.  Some 

lumps of grey sticky clay were found in the fill towards the west end.   No features 

associated with an earlier mill layout were observed and no artefacts were recovered.  

Probing through the loose rubble and soil fill in the area where the generators were sited 

on timber sleepers, it appears that the internal cog pit may have extended almost the full 

length of mill, as would have been anticipated to accommodate a two-wheel arrangement.  

The loose fill extended to a depth of about 1m below present floor level.  The edges of the 

pit were not clearly defined, however, and this area was not cleared or excavated as it is 

below the proposed floor level. 

 

Dating and discussion 

Mrs Darch considered that the mill was built in 1659, based on a date in plasterwork in the 

house which stands to the north of the mill.  The house is referred to as The Manor House, 

although no clear historical support for this identification has been found.  There is, 

however, no identifiable fabric of 17th century date in the present mill building, although 

its plan may well reflect an early post-medieval layout, by comparison with other mills in 

Devon.  The old bridging timbers, which were found re-used as lintels when the 

outbuilding was demolished, are from an earlier configuration of mill machinery, 

however, and may be 17th century in origin (Figure 8). 

 

Little remains of the corn milling machinery, but a typical layout for driving two pairs of 

millstones through spur gearing is apparent from the remains of the in situ hurst timbers 

(Figure 6).  This layout is further confirmed by the 1920s interior photograph (Plate 5).  

There was a crown wheel above millstones, from which secondary machinery, including 

the sack hoist and probably grain cleaning and flour dressing machines were once driven 

by belts.  The larger timber-lined opening in the north wall was probably an exhaust from 

a grain cleaner.  As noted above, a number of old millstones have been set in the ground 

outside the mill.  This was formerly the floor of a covered yard, its front open on the north 

side.  This area is shown as roofed over on the second edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500 

map of c.1904 (Figure 4) but not on the first edition map of c.1890.  It appears to have 

been used as a loading bay and cart shed (Plate 4). 

 

Town Mills formerly had two overshot wheels in line in the wheelpit on the south side, the 

lintel over the former lower wheelshaft opening being visible on an exterior photograph of 

the 1920s (Plate 3).  This arrangement reflects a corn mill layout which was once quite 

common in Devon.  The upper wheel would have had priority over the water supply from 

the launder and, if both wheels were run simultaneously, it would have been the more 

powerful.  A familiar scenario with two-wheeled mills was that the less efficient lower 

wheel was likely to become disused first and it and the machinery it drove would be 

removed, with the upper wheel being retained and, in many instances, replaced by a new, 

bigger or better engineered wheel.  A further advantage was that only a short length of 

launder was then required.  It is also interesting to note the use of circular-sawn pine 

timbers to form the hurst and the principal longitudinal beams at both ground and first 

floor levels.  This feature, as well as the lightweight and relatively modern roof structure, 

suggests a late rebuilding phase, either soon after the Darch family took over mill, or in 

about 1900 when Garnish and Lemon put in, or rebuilt, the upper waterwheel.  It is not 

clear from the photograph (Plate 2) if the surviving waterwheel was completely renewed 
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at that time or was simply being fitted with new buckets, although the former seems more 

likely, as the launder and penstock appear to be newly built.  Messrs Garnish and Lemon 

were active as millwrights and engineers in Barnstaple between 1880 and the 1930s (Reed 

1977, 104-5). 

 

It is apparent from old photographs (Plates 1, 2 and 3) that upper part of pit wall had been 

raised to the present eaves level, perhaps originally in cob, and also that the roof was clad 

with corrugated iron, which presumably replaced thatch.  The timber boarded infill panels 

at the tops of both gable ends suggests that the roof was formerly half- or quarter-hipped at 

both ends, although the surviving roof structure is lightweight and may have been put up 

simply to support corrugated iron sheet.  The note that in 1974 (Thorpe 1989, 44) the roof 

was slated appears to be in error. 

 

Acknowledgements 

I am grateful to the property owner for his interest and discussion about the history and 

development of the mill and for supplying a copy of a pamphlet promoting Darch’s 

bakery; and to Sue Watts for her help with the site survey and in the preparation of this 

report. 

 

 

Martin Watts 

August 2010 

 

 

 

Sources and references 

 

BA  Beaford Archive 

DRO  Devon Record Office, Exeter 

NDLSC North Devon Local Studies Centre, Barnstaple  

NDRO  North Devon Record Office, Barnstaple 

WSL  Westcountry Studies Library, Exeter 

 
Beaford Arts Centre. 1996: Discovering Landkey  A Community Catalogue 

 

Discovering Landkey Group. 1994: Tales of Old Landkey, No.1, June 1994, 14-15 

 

Fursdon, C.A.T. 1927: Transcript of tax or rate of parishioners… (NDLSC parish file) 

 

Reed, Margaret. 1977:  Pilton. Its Past and its People 

 

Thorpe, Josephine, editor. 1989: North Devon Watermills 

 

U3A (University of the Third Age). 1995: Watermills in North Devon 1994 

 

 

An undated pamphlet, probably from the 1920s, promoting John Darch’s bakery and flour, 

published by the North Devon Herald, Barnstaple (digital copy courtesy of the property 

owner)  
 

 



11 

 

 

 
Figure 1: Landkey, showing the course of the leat and Town Mill, from the tithe map 1845 
 

 

 
Figure 2: Landkey or Town Mills, detail from the tithe map of 1845                         (DRO) 
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Figure 3: Landkey, Town Mills site, from Ordnance Survey 1:2500 second edition, 1904-6 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 4: Detail of Town Mills site from OS 1:2500, second edition, 1904-6.  The mill 

building is outlined in red 
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Figure 5: Town Mills, Landkey. Site plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 6: Arrangement of corn milling machinery (spurwheel drive) 

    Diagrammatic, not to scale 
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Figure 7: Arrangement of generator drive   

       Diagrammatic, not to scale 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 8: Town Mills, Landkey.  Three oak former bridge posts, re-used as structural 

timbers in store building.  The moulded section on (3) suggests these timbers, which were 

part of an earlier layout of corn milling machinery, may date from the 17th century 
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Figure 9: Town Mills, Landkey.  Ground plan of mill and store 
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Figure 10: Town Mills, Landkey.  First and loft floor plans 
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Figure 11: Town Mills, Landkey.  South and west elevations 
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Figure 12: Town Mills, Landkey.  North and east elevations 
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Figure 13:  Sketches of the leat end and launder, from North Devon Watermills (1989), 27 
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Plate 1: Landkey Mills, probably about 1890, with John Darch Senior standing above the 

wheel.  Note the break in the wall at the side of the window and the decaying timber 

launder.  No clear details of the waterwheel are visible.   

(Beaford Archive, b01132.  Reproduced in Watermills in North Devon 1994 (1995), 89) 
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Plate 2: Millwrights from Garnish & Lemon of Barnstaple working on the waterwheel and 

launder, in about 1900  

(Beaford Archive, b01134.  Reproduced in North Devon Watermills (1989), 19) 
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Plate 3: Town Mills, Landkey, probably 1920s.  Note the break in the masonry of the pit 

wall and the lintel over the former shaft entry hole for the lower waterwheel  

(From an undated pamphlet promoting Darch’s bakery) 

 

 

 
Plate 4: Town Mills, Landkey, with delivery vans, probably 1920s.  Note the timber-

boarded lucam projecting from the roof over the covered yard  

(Source as Plate 3; also Beaford Archive, b01225) 
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Plate 5: Town Mills, millstone floor.  Probably 1920s  

(Beaford Archive, b01226.  Reproduced in North Devon Watermills (1989), 22) 

 

 
Plate 6: Town Mills, ground floor, showing the generator drive in 1991                (MW) 
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Town Mills, Landkey.  South elevation 

 

 
West elevation 

 

 
North elevation, from north-east 

 

 
North elevation, from west 

 
East elevation, leat embankment to left 

 

 
Spillway and mill from east 

 

 
Spillway structure at leat end 

 

 
Sluice to launder at leat end 
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Waterwheel and launder 

 

 
Hurst structure and generator drive 

 

 
South-east corner of mill and pitwheel 

 
Mill ground floor, looking west 

 

 
Generators at downstream end of cog pit 

 

 
Construction of first floor at west end  

 

 
Ground floor of mill looking east 
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First floor, looking west 

 

 
Loft floor,  trimmed opening for sack traps 

 

 
Concrete blockwork in s-w corner of loft 

 

 
North-east corner of loft with ladder way  

 
First floor, looking east, with steps to loft 

 

 
Looking up to loft from first floor, in central 

bay, with raised gallery to left 

 

 
Roof and remains of sack hoist supports, 

looking to east gable 
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Cast-iron penstock plate, displaced 

 

 
Generator switch gear, displaced 

 

 
Sack needle on bridge post 

 

 
Former openings in north wall, first floor 

Concrete block walling and window detail, 

south elevation, first floor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Former bridge posts  

 

 
Former bridge post, with moulded face 
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West end of mill with store building to left 

 

 
Store building from north 

 

 
Yard between mill and store building 

 

 
Millstones set in yard floor 

 
Store building from south 

 

 
Store building from west 

 

 
Store building from east 

 

 
French burr millstone set in yard floor 
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Appendix A 

 

MILLERS AT TOWN MILLS, LANDKEY 

 
 

1795 John Sexton       (NDRO 1085A/PO1/99) 

1804 William Dennis       (NDRO 1085A/PO1/139) 

1824 Thomas Dennis       (NDRO 1085A/PO1/181) 

1847 Thomas Dennis       (DRO TA) 

1866 Thomas Stevens      (Directory)  

1873 Thomas Stephens, miller & corn dealer, Landkey mills   (Directory) 

1878 John Darch, miller      (White’s Directory) 

1883 John Darch, miller (water) ‘Lanaky (sic) mls’   (Directory)  

1890 John Darch, corn miller       (Directory) 

1893 John Darch, miller (water) & land-owner, Landkey mills  (Directory) 

1902 John Darch, miller (water) Landkey mills   (Directory) 

1914 John Darch, miller (water), Landkey mills   (Directory) 

1919 John Darch, miller (water), Landkey mills   (Directory) 

1923 Darch & Sons, millers & bakers, Landkey mills   (Directory) 

1930 Darch & Sons, bakers      (Directory) 

1939 Darch & Sons, bakers, pastry-cooks & millers    (Directory) 

1941 Darch, J & Sons, bakers, millers & radio engineers  (Kelly’s Directory) 

 

 

Note:  entries referenced ‘Directory’ are taken from dated but unprovenanced photocopies of the 

Landkey entry from various trade directories in the parish file, NDLSC  
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Appendix B 

 

LISTED BUILDING DESCRIPTION 

 

 

Building 
Name:  

Town Mills Mill 

Parish:  Landkey 

District:  North Devon 

County:  Devon 

Postcode:  EX32 0JJ 
 

LBS Number:  98608 

Grade:  II 

Date Listed:  18 March 1986 

  

Date Delisted:   

National Grid 
Reference:  

SS5925831070 
 

Listing Text: 
 
LANDKEY LANDKEY TOWN 
SS 53 SE 
7/125 Town Mills Mill 
GV 
II 
 
Water mill. Mid C19. Stone rubble. Corrugated iron roof with gable ends. 
Rectangular on plan with external wheel on east side. 2 storeys. North gable end 
has 8-paned window above 2-light casement, 8-panes per light. West side has 
plank stable door to left of plank doors on each floor. Two 3-light windows, 6-
panes per light above 2-light window, 6-panes per light, all C20, to east side with 
overshot wheel with iron rim at right end, in working order with machinery intact. 
 
 
 
 

 

Listing entry from Listed Buildings Online 

www.heritagegateway.org.uk : accessed 6 August 2010 

http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/
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Appendix C 

 
BRIEF FOR HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

MONITORING AND RECORDING OF GROUNDWORKS 

 

Location: TOWN MILL, MANOR ROAD, LANDKEY, BARNSTAPLE, EX320JJ 

Parish:  Landkey 

District:  North Devon 

County: Devon 

NGR:  259256.131073 

 

Planning Application no: 44749 (lbc) & 45144 

 

Proposal:  OUTLINE APPLICATION FOR DEMOLITION OF EXISTING 

BUILDING & ERECTION OF DWELLING & GARAGE (RENEWAL OF PLANNING 

PERMISSION 38442) 

 

Historic Environment Service ref: Arch/dc/nd/12188 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 This brief has been prepared by the Devon County Council Historic Environment Service 

(HES) with regard to the archaeological works required as a condition of planning consent for the 

above works.  This brief has been produced specifically for the above planning application and 

may require alteration if this application is revised, amended or resubmitted.  This document is not 

transferable to any other scheme or planning application. 

 

1.2 In accordance with PPG15 (1994) Planning and the Historic Environment, PPG16 (1990) 

Archaeology and Planning Policy and the Local Development Framework Policy on archaeology, 

consent has been granted, conditional upon a programme of archaeological work being 

undertaken.  Condition  4 on the consent grated for listed building consent application 44749 and 8 

on planning application 44750 is worded as:  

 

‘No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the implementation of a 

programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which 

has been submitted by the applicant and approved by the Planning Authority.’  The development 

shall be carried out at all times in strict accordance with the approved scheme, or such other 

details as may be subsequently agreed in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

 

1.3 The principal objectives of the programme shall be to: 

 

i) investigate and record any historic building fabric or architectural detail that is obscured, 

removed or otherwise affected by the development and 

 

ii) monitor groundworks associated with the development to allow any exposed 

archaeological deposits to be investigated and recorded. 

 

1.4 While the extant building probably dates to the 19th century, Town Mills has probably 

been the site of a mill since the mid-17th century grinding corn until the early 1940’s and 

generating electricity until the mains reached the village.  Details of the mill itself has been 

published in 1989 in ‘North Devon Watermills’ and in 1994 in ‘Watermills of North Devon’ - see 

attached.  These works have been requested due to the increasing rarity of the survival of mill sites 

like these combined with the survival of its wheel and ‘live’ water supply and its unusual history 

as a corn mill and use in generating electricity. 
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1.5 This Brief covers the application area as defined in the plans submitted in support of this 

application. 

 

2. WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION 

 

2.1 This document sets out the scope of the works required to record the historic fabric 

affected by the proposed development and to investigate and record the extent and character of any 

surviving archaeological deposits affected by the development within the application area and will 

form the basis of the Written Scheme of Investigation to be prepared by the archaeological 

consultant and approved by the HES and the Local Planning Authority. 

 

2.2 The Written Scheme of Investigation must be submitted by the applicant or on their behalf 

by their agent or archaeological consultant and approved by the HES and the Local Planning 

Authority prior to any development commencing on site. 

 

3. PROGRAMME OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS 

 

3.1 Desk-based assessment 

The programme of work shall include an element of desk-based research to place the development 

site into its historic and archaeological context.  This work will consist of map regression based on 

the Ordnance Survey maps and the Tithe Map(s) and Apportionments.  An examination will also 

be made of records and aerial photographs held by the HER.  In addition, it will involve the 

examination of other known relevant cartographic, documentary and photographic sources held by 

the Devon Record Office, West Country Studies Library and the County Historic Environment 

Service.  The reporting requirements for the desk-based work will be confirmed in consultation 

with the HES.   

 

If a full report is prepared then this information will be presented as part of the final report along 

with the results of the fieldwork. 

 

3.2 Historic building recording 

A record shall be made of the historic fabric of the building affected by the development. This 

works shall conform to Levels 2 - 3 of recording levels as set in Understanding Historic Buildings: 

A guide to good recording practice - English Heritage 2006 (available on-line at the English 

Heritage website) and described below: 

 

Level 2 is a descriptive record, made in circumstances similar to those of Level 1 but when more 

information is needed. It may be made of a building which is judged not to require any fuller 

record, or it may serve to gather data for a wider project. Both the exterior and the interior will be 

viewed, described and photographed. The record will present conclusions regarding the building’s 

development and use, but will not discuss in detail the evidence on which these conclusions are 

based. A plan and sometimes other drawings may be made but the drawn record will normally not 

be comprehensive and may be tailored to the scope of a wider project. 

 

Level 3 is an analytical record, and will comprise an introductory description followed by a 

systematic account of the building’s origins, development and use. The record will include an 

account of the evidence on which the analysis has been based, allowing the validity of the record 

to be re-examined in detail. It will also include all drawn and photographic records that may be 

required to illustrate the building’s appearance and structure and to support an historical analysis. 

The information contained in the record will for the most part have been obtained through an 

examination of the building itself. If documentary sources are used they are likely to be those 

which are most readily accessible, such as historic Ordnance Survey maps, trade directories and 

other published sources. The record will not normally discuss the building’s broader stylistic or 

historical context and importance at any length. It may, however, form part of a wider survey – 
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thematic or regional, for example – of a group of buildings, in which additional source material 

contributes to an overall historical and architectural synthesis. A Level 3 record may also be 

appropriate when the fabric of a building is under threat but time or resources are insufficient for 

detailed documentary research, or where the scope for such research is limited. 

In addition, surviving machinery associated with the use of the mill should also be subject to a 

written, drawn and photographic record. 

 

The contracted archaeologist should make themselves familiar with the specification required for 

each of the recording levels and the detail of the proposed archaeological works should be set out 

in the Written Scheme of Investigation. 

 

3.3 MONITORING AND RECORDING OF GROUNDWORKS 

 

All groundworks across the site should be undertaken by a 360
o
 tracked or wheeled JCB-type 

mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless grading bucket under the supervision and control of 

the site archaeologist to the depth of formation, the surface of in situ subsoil/weathered natural or 

archaeological deposits whichever is highest in the stratigraphic sequence.  Should archaeological 

deposits be exposed machining will cease in that area to allow the site archaeologist to investigate 

the exposed deposits. 

 

3.3.1 Archaeological features and deposits will be cleaned and excavated by hand and will be 

fully recorded by context as per the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for an 

Archaeological Watching Brief (1994 - revised 2008).  All features shall be recorded in plan and 

section at scales of 1:10, 1:20 or 1:50.  All scale drawing shall be drawn at a scale appropriate to 

the complexity of the deposit/feature and to allow accurate depiction and interpretation.     

 

As a minimum: 

i) small discrete features will be fully excavated; 

ii) larger discrete features will be half-sectioned (50% excavated); and 

iii) long linear features will be excavated to sample 20% of their length - with investigative 

excavations distributed along the exposed length of any such feature. 

 

Any variation of the above will be undertaken in agreement with the HES. 

 

3.3.2 Spoil will be examined for the recovery of artefacts. 

 

3.3.3 Should deposits be exposed that contain palaeoenvironmental or datable elements 

appropriate sampling and post-excavation analysis strategies will be initiated.  The project will be 

organised so that specialist consultants who might be required to conserve or report on finds or 

advise or report on other aspects of the investigation (e.g. palaeoenvironmental analysis) can be 

called upon and undertake assessment and analysis of such deposits - if required. 

 

3.3.4 Human remains must initially be left in-situ, covered and protected.  Removal can only 

take place under appropriate Ministry of Justice and environmental health regulations.  Such 

removal must be in compliance with the relevant primary legislation. 

 

3.3.5 Should any finds identified as treasure or potential treasure, including precious metals, 

groups of coins or prehistoric metalwork, be exposed, these will be removed to a safe place and 

reported to the local coroner according to the procedures relating to the Treasure Act 1996 Code of 

Practice (2nd Revision).  Where removal cannot be effected on the same working day as the 

discovery suitable security measures will be taken to protect the finds from theft.  

 

3.4 The entire photographic record should be made in B/W print supplemented by digital or 

colour transparency.  However, if digital imagery is to be the sole photographic record then 

suitably archivable prints must be made of the digital images by a photographic laboratory.  Laser 
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or inkjet prints of digital images, while acceptable for inclusion in the report, are not an acceptable 

medium for archives.  The drawn and written record will be on an appropriately archivable 

medium. 

 

4. MONITORING 

 

4.1 The archaeological consultant shall agree monitoring arrangements with the County 

Historic Environment Service and the District Conservation Officer and give two weeks notice, 

unless a shorter period is agreed with the HES, of commencement of the fieldwork.  Details will be 

agreed of any monitoring points where decisions on options within the programme are to be made. 

 

4.2 Monitoring will continue until the deposition of the site archive and finds, and the 

satisfactory completion of an OASIS report - see 5.5 below. 

 

5. REPORTING 

 

5.1 The reporting requirements will be confirmed with the HES on completion of the site 

work. 

 

5.2 The report shall be prepared collating the written, graphic, visible and recorded 

information outlined above.  The report shall include plans of the features, including their location, 

description of the historic building fabric, architectural features of interest, below-ground 

archaeological deposits and artefacts together with their interpretation.  It is recommended that a 

draft report is submitted to the HES for comment prior to its formal submission to the Local 

Planning Authority. 

 

5.3 A copy of this brief shall be included in the report. 

 

5.4 In addition to the copy sent to the Local Planning Authority, a copy of the report shall also 

be submitted to the North Devon District Council’s Conservation Officer - address below. 

 

5.5 The HES would normally expect to receive the report within three months of completion 

of fieldwork - dependent upon the provision of specialist reports, radiocarbon dating results etc the 

production of which may exceed this period.  If a substantial delay is anticipated then an interim 

report will be produced.  A copy of this brief shall be included in the report. 

 

5.6 On completion of the report, in addition to copies required by the Client, hard copies of 

the report shall be supplied to the HES on the understanding that one of these copies will be 

deposited for public reference in the HER.  In addition to the hard copies of the report, one copy 

shall be provided to the HES in digital format - in a format to be agreed in advance with the HES - 

on the understanding that it may in future be made available to researchers via a web-based 

version of the HER. 

 

5.7 The archaeological consultant shall complete an online OASIS (Online AccesS to the 

Index of archaeological investigationS) form in respect of the archaeological work.  This will 

include a digital version of the report.  The report or short entry to the Historic Environment 

Record will also include the OASIS ID number.  
  

5.8 Publication 

Should particularly significant historic fabric, architectural features, below-ground remains, finds 

be encountered, then these, because of their importance, are likely to merit wider publication in 

line with government planning guidance. If such remains are encountered, the publication 

requirements – including any further analysis that may be necessary – will be confirmed with the 

HES. 
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6. PERSONNEL 

 

6.1 Staff must be suitably qualified and experienced for their project roles.  All work should 

be carried out under the control of a member of the Institute of Historic Building Conservation 

(IHBC), the Institute for Archaeologists (IFA), or by a specified person of equivalent standing and 

expertise.  The Written Scheme of Investigation will contain details of key project staff and 

specialists who may contribute during the course of the works - excavation and post-excavation. 

 

6.2 Health and Safety matters, including site security, are matters for the consultant. However, 

adherence to all relevant regulations will be required. 

 

6.3 The work shall be carried out in accordance with IFA Standard and Guidance for the 

archaeological investigation and recording of standing buildings or structures (1996), as amended 

(2008).  

 

7. CONFLICT WITH OTHER CONDITIONS AND STATUTORY PROTECTED  

SPECIES (BATS) 

 

It is the archaeological contractor's responsibility - in consultation with the applicant or agent - to 

ensure that the undertaking of the required archaeological works does not conflict with any other 

conditions that have been imposed upon the consent granted and should also consider any 

biodiversity issues as covered by the NERC Act 2006.  In particular, such conflicts may arise 

where archaeological investigations/excavations have the potential to have an impact upon 

protected species and/or natural habitats e.g. SSSI's, Habitat Regulations (The Conservation 

(Natural Habitats, &c.) (Amendment) Regulations 2007), National Nature Reserves, Special 

Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, Ramsar sites, County Wildlife Sites etc.  

 

8. PUBLIC OUTREACH 

 

Should these excavations expose significant archaeological or artefactual deposits then the 

archaeological contractor should consider, with the developer or their agent, whether a programme 

of public outreach should be implemented.  This may take a variety of forms, from the provision of 

notice boards on the site boundary with information on the site and the ongoing results of the 

archaeological excavations, the preparation of  press releases, through to public open day(s) and 

talks to local interested organisations.  While the cost for undertaking such outreach is borne by 

the applicant/agent, in certain circumstances the HES may be able to offer assistance in any 

outreach undertaken. 

 

9. DEPOSITION OF ARCHIVE AND FINDS 

 

9.1 The archaeological consultant shall contact the museum that will receive the site archive to 

obtain an accession number and agree conditions for deposition.  The accession number will be 

quoted in the Written Scheme of Investigation. 

 

9.2 Archaeological finds resulting from the investigation (which are the property of the 

landowner), should be deposited with the appropriate museum - in a format to be agreed with the 

museum, and within a timetable to be agreed with the HES.  The museum’s guidelines for the 

deposition of archives for long-term storage should be adhered to.  If ownership of all or any of the 

finds is to remain with the landowner, provision and agreement must be made for the time-limited 

retention of the material and its full analysis and recording, by appropriate specialists. 

 

9.3 The artefact discard policy must be set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation. 
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9.4 The condition placed upon this development will not be regarded as discharged until the 

report has been produced and submitted to the HES and the LPA, the site archive deposited and the 

OASIS form submitted. 

 

10. CONTACT NAME AND ADDRESS 

 

Stephen Reed, Archaeological Officer, Devon County Council, Environment, Economy and 

Culture Directorate, Matford Offices, County Hall, Exeter EX2 4QW 

Tel: 01392-383303 Fax: 01392-383011 E-mail: stephen.reed@devon.gov.uk 

 

Collette Hall, Conservation Officer, North Devon District Council, Civic Centre, Barnstaple, 

EX31 1EA 

Tel: O1271 388352 Email: collette.hall@northdevon.gov.uk 

 

5th February 2010 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


