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INTRODUCTION
This report describes the results of an archaeological field evaluation undertaken in the grounds of Abbeyhill, Precinct Street, Coupar Angus, Perth & Kinross. Outline planning consent had been granted to Mr Harry Taylor by Perth & Kinross Council (Planning Application reference number 06/02505/OUT) for the erection of two houses within the garden to the E of the house. Full planning consent is being sought for a house on Plot 1 which is the subject of this evaluation. It was a condition attached by the council on the advice of its archaeological advisors, Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust (PKHT), to ensure that any surviving archaeological record was taken into consideration during the proposed development. The proposals for the evaluation were carried out in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) which had been agreed between the council, PKHT, Mr Taylor and Scotia Archaeology. John Lewis of Scotia Archaeology undertook the evaluation on 27th February 2008.

THE SITE
The site, which is centred on NGR: NO 2222 3973, is located on the S side of Coupar Angus, on the edge of or very close to the medieval precinct of the 12th-century Cistercian Abbey of Coupar Angus. Little is known of the layout of the abbey, other than the likely position of its church, now the site of a 19th-century parish church, and a nearby ruinous gateway some 150m ENE of the site. However, several small-scale investigations near Abbeyhill have uncovered possible medieval features, including the remnants of a substantial wall uncovered in 1999 at 5 Abbey Road, 50m SE of the site.
Plot 1 measured approximately 500m2 in area, the footprint of the proposed house occupying 25% of it. The client had already opened trenches along the lines of two of the intended walls of the new building although only 0.2-0.3m of topsoil had been removed from them.

PROGRAMME OF INVESTIGATION
The evaluation was the first stage of a programme that was to ensure that any archaeological remains surviving on the site and which were threatened by its development were preserved, either in situ or by record. It was understood that should the results of the evaluation prove significant, they were to be used to develop a strategy for further investigation. However, if no remains of archaeological importance were identified, this phase of work was likely to facilitate the discharge of the archaeological planning condition on the development of Plot 1. Planning conditions relating to Plot 2 and a proposed access road into the site was not covered by this evaluation.

The objective of the evaluation was to complete the excavation of the trenches already partially excavated by the client. The trenches were located in the garden of Abbeyhill, to the NE of the house, where there has seen intensive cultivation for some time. Both trenches measured 8m NE/SW by 1.5m wide (roughly 5% of the area of Plot 1 in total) and were excavated to depths of 0.55m (Trench 1) and 0.65m (Trench 2). The topsoil comprised rich, humic, almost stone-free loam and was not bottomed at these depths. Its uppermost 0.3m was very dark brown whereas below that level, where it had not been disturbed on a regular basis, the soil was paler in colour .

With the exception of a strap handle from a jug in a reduced fabric, retrieved from an upper level in Trench 2, only 19th- and 20th-century artefacts were recovered from the excavation. 

A test pit, 0.8m square, was excavated at the NE end of Trench 1 where the topsoil continued down to an overall depth of 1.0m, at which level it gave onto a mix of sand, small stones and lenses of topsoil. The investigation stopped at this point.
CONCLUSIONS
Excavation ceased at depths considered sufficient by the client to accommodate the foundations of the proposed new house. Only topsoil was encountered in both trenches with no evidence of any archaeological features of any description being uncovered. The considerable depth (1m) of topsoil in this area might suggest that it has been cultivated since monastic times. However, the presence of 19th-century pottery near the bases of both trenches suggests that it is more likely the result of gardening since Abbeyfield was built some 200 years ago.
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Trench 2 viewed from the SW.
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Trench 2 viewed from the NE.
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Trench 1 viewed from the SW.
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Trench 1 viewed from the NE.
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The site viewed from the S.
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General shots of the site viewed from the SE.
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Abbeyhill with Trench 1 in the foreground, viewed from the NE.
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