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INTRODUCTION
This report describes the results of an archaeological watching brief undertaken during ground works prior to the construction of an extension to 1 Smiddy Lane, Ellon, Aberdeenshire (Planning Consent reference number F/APP/2007/3287). The watching brief was commissioned by John and Avril Crawley and their architects, HAB Design, and was a condition imposed by the Planning and Environmental Services of Aberdeenshire Council, on the recommendation of their in-house Archaeology Service. It was carried out by John Lewis of Scotia Archaeology on 30th September 2008.

THE SITE
The site, centred on NGR: NJ 9587 3046, was located on the E side of Smiddy Lane which runs southwards from Castle Road to the banks of the River Ythan, just E of the centre of Ellon. Most of the length of Smiddy Lane is bounded on its W by a high retaining wall defining one side of the graveyard of Ellon Parish Church. The church was built in 1777 on the site of a medieval one. Originally a blacksmith’s workshop, 1 Smiddy Lane dates from the late 18th or early 19th century when it comprised a single-storey, five bay building (Hume 1977, 96). A further three bays and an upper storey were added later. The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) have assigned the smiddy a monument number: NJ93SE 52. It was converted into a studio several years ago and was further modified about five years ago to form a domestic residence.

The present owners of 1 Smiddy Lane intend to enlarge their property by adding a garage onto the N side of an existing extension. This proposed structure and, as a result, the area of investigation measured 8.5m E/W by 3.5m wide. When built, it will form a partially enclosed parking area in the re-entrant angle between the E and S wings of the building. In addition, the existing extension is to be upgraded to provide extra living space. 
THE WATCHING BRIEF
A watching brief was maintained during excavations on the footprint of the new garage, within an area bounded on its S by the house extension, on its E by a high boundary wall and on its N by the garage of 2 Castle Road.
Excavation was carried out using a mini-excavator under constant archaeological supervision. The uppermost layer in this area comprised recently-deposited gravel, 0.2m deep, which overlay a mix of black soil, rubble (including bricks), ash and smiddy waste. This material was up to 0.3m deep in the E half of the trench but much thinner further W. It sat on a very hard deposit of smiddy waste, ash and fragments of discarded iron objects which sat on a cobbled surface of medium-sized, rounded boulders. The cobbles and the overlying waste were left in situ over the W half of the site and survived only in a fragmentary state further E. These materials had been disturbed on the S side of the trench on a previous occasion, during the construction of the house extension.
The cobbles are interpreted as the surface of a yard associated with the smiddy and probably an area given over to some of the blacksmith’s tasks. Removal of the cobbles midway along the trench, on its N side, revealed remnants of an earlier metalled surface, presumably a precursor of the uppermost one. This surface of small cobbles, edged on their E side with bricks, lay well below the level needed by the builders and, apart from a cursory examination, were also left in situ. Over most of the E half of the site the cobbled surface sat directly on fluvio-glacial sand and gravel, most yellow in colour.

The only other part of the site to be disturbed was at the base of the W wall of the house extension which was to be rebuilt. However, the foundations of the existing wall had already removed all materials as far as natural sand and gravel, leaving nothing of archaeological significance.
FINDS
Several discarded or broken iron objects, including horseshoes, as well as a few sherds of 19th-century ceramics were retrieved from deposits overlying the uppermost cobble surface. None was retained.
CONCLUSIONS
The site of the new garage for 1 Smiddy Lane appears to have been a yard for the blacksmith who formerly operated from this building. There seemed to have been no concerted effort to keep this area particularly clean although the materials deposited there were certainly firm enough to retain the integrity of the surface.
Within the trench there was no evidence of structural remains at what appeared to be the working level of the blacksmith’s shop and none within the area where the cobbles were removed.
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1
Remnants of the cobbled floor overlain with smiddy waste in the W section of the trench, viewed from the E.

2
The lower cobbled surface, viewed from the S.
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The lower cobbled surface, viewed from the SW.
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The site fully excavated, viewed from the W.

6
The site and Smiddy Lane, viewed from the N.
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The former smiddy and its extension, viewed from the NE.
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View along Smiddy Lane from the S.
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