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INTRODUCTION 
 
This report describes the results of an archaeological field evaluation undertaken at Highland 
Adventure Safaris, Dull, near Aberfeldy, Perth & Kinross Council having granted planning 
consent to construct several holiday lodges on the site (Planning Application reference 
number 07/00120/FUL). The council, on the advice of its consultants, Perth & Kinross 
Heritage Trust (PKHT), imposed a condition whereby an archaeological investigation would 
be undertaken prior to the start of the development. The first stage of that investigation 
comprised the excavation of a series of small trenches to determine whether there were any 
structures or features of archaeological significance within the development area. If there 
were any such features, a further programme of investigation might have proved necessary 
before the planning condition was deemed satisfied. 
 
The project was undertaken at the behest of the site’s owner, Donald Riddle, and was carried 
out in the context of National Planning Policy Guidelines 5 (Archaeology and Planning) and 
in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) which had been agreed between 
the council, PKHT, Mr Riddle and Scotia Archaeology. John Lewis of Scotia Archaeology 
undertook the evaluation on 28th July 2008. 
 
THE SITE 
 
The area of investigation was centred at NGR: NN8122 4902, on the E side of the village of 
Dull and 4.5km due W of Aberfeldy. It lay on the N slope of the Tay valley, to the immediate 
rear of the Highland Adventure Safaris’ café and shop. The area likely to be affected by the 
new development measured approximately 90m E/W by 45m wide, its E half comprising 
rough pasture whereas most of its W half was waterlogged and included a pond which had 
been dug out in recent years. The upcast from the pond had been deposited to its E. Most of 
the area was surrounded by a deer fence although the development will extend eastwards 
beyond this enclosure, to the foot of a small rocky knoll. 
 
The N side of the Tay valley is dotted with numerous archaeological sites and monuments, 
ranging from prehistoric farms to post-medieval settlements.  This part of the strath is no 
exception, several sites having been identified within or very close to the development area. 
These, referenced by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 
Scotland and PKHT, are: 
 

a round barrow cemetery (NN84NW 53; MK1050), identified by aerial 
photography at NN 8130 4889, between Highland Adventure Safaris and the B846 
road which runs along the N side of the valley; 

 
a possible house platform (perhaps an Iron Age ring fort) (NN84NW 37; MK1033), 
noted during a field survey in the 1970s at NN 8127 4903, on a rocky knoll to the 
immediate E of the development site; 

 
a cup-marked stone and a standing stone (collectively NN84NW 1), located at NN 
8130 4910 and NN 8132 4913, respectively, just N of the site; and 

 
one of four early Christian sanctuary crosses which still stood in this area in 1842. 
This cross (MK1007) is believed to have been located within the development 
area, at NN 812 484. 
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THE EVALUATION 
 
The evaluation was the first stage of a programme that was to ensure that any archaeological 
remains surviving on the site and which were threatened by its development were preserved, 
either in situ or by record. It was understood that, should the results of the evaluation prove 
significant, the information would be used to develop a strategy for further investigation. 
 
The original brief supplied by PKHT required that a minimum of 5% of the development site 
should be trenched although it was subsequently agreed that the waterlogged area should not 
be included in that figure because the ground will be raised, rather than lowered, in that part 
of the site. Ultimately, the area trenched totalled 163m2, 3.6% of the overall area and 
approximately 7% of the drier land. 
 
A total of 11 slit trenches were opened using a toothless ditching bucket attached to a 16-
tonne, tracked, mechanical excavator under the supervision of the archaeologist. All the 
trenches were 1.75m wide, the width of the bucket. The layout of trenches is shown in an 
accompanying plan. Their lengths were: 
 
 Trench 1:     5.0m 
 Trench 2:     5.5m 
 Trench 3:     7.0m 
 Trench 4:     4.0m 
 Trench 5:   17.5m 
 Trench 6:   17.5m 
 Trench 7:   10.0m 
 Trench 8:   11.0m 
 Trench 9:   10.0m 
 Trench 10: 16.0m 
 Trench 11: 11.0m 
 
Topsoil varied greatly in depth from only 0.2m in Trenches 1-4, at the base of the rocky 
knoll, to over 1m in Trenches 5 and 6, where there has been extensive silting. The topsoil sat 
directly on glacial till which varied in composition from thick lenses of stone-free, clayey 
sand to large boulders. In places, bedrock protruded through the till. Post-glacial water run-
offs were evident in Trenches 5 and 6. No features or deposits or archaeological significance 
were uncovered in any of the trenches and, with the exception of very modern materials in 
Trenches 1 and 2, no artefacts were retrieved from the site. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
There was no evidence of any archaeological features on the site. Furthermore, there was 
little evidence to confirm the reported presence of the putative Iron Age house platform 
(NN84NW 37) on the rocky knoll to the E of the site. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE 
 
1-2 The site before excavation, viewed from the E. 
3-5 A visitor to Trench 5! 
6-7 The site on completion of excavation, viewed from the E. 
8 Trench 1 viewed from the N. 
9 Trench 2 viewed from the E. 
10 Trench 3 viewed from the N. 
11 Trench 4 viewed from the E. 
12 Trench 5 viewed from the E. 
13 Trench 6 viewed from the E. 
14 Trench 7 viewed from the E. 
15 Trench 8 viewed from the N. 
16 Trench 9 viewed from the E. 
17 Trench 10 viewed from the E. 
18 Trench 11 viewed from the N. 
19-20 Putative Iron Age site NN84NW 37, viewed from the SW. 
21 The site during backfilling, viewed from the S. 


