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INTRODUCTION 
 
This report describes the results of an archaeological watching brief undertaken during the 
excavation of trenches for an 11kv underground cable to replace an overhead power line and 
for a new low voltage underground cable at the Roundel, Craigend, Perth. The refurbishment 
was carried out by Scottish & Southern Energy plc (SSE). The watching brief was 
commissioned by Allan Coburn of SSE and undertaken by John Lewis of Scotia Archaeology 
on 26th and 27th January and 2nd and 4th March 2009. 
 
Terms of Reference for this project were supplied by Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust (PKHT) 
and the watching brief was carried out in the context of Scottish Planning Policy 23 (Planning 
and the Historic Environment) and in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation 
whose contents were based on the requirements set out in PKHT’s Terms of Reference. 
 
THE SITE 
 
The Roundel, a bungalow built in the 1950s, sits atop a rocky knoll at the base of Hilton Hill, 
a short distance south-west of Perth, at NO 1147 2010. It was built over the remains of a late 
prehistoric or early historic fort (NO12SW 189) which overlooks the lower reaches of 
Strathearn. The fort was identified through aerial photographs taken in 1975 and later and 
appears to have been protected on its north and east sides by five concentric ditches whose 
lines can be traced on those images. The photographs show a well-defined entrance on the 
north-west side of the fort and perhaps another to its north-east. The ground falls away to the 
south of The Roundel which sits high above the valley floor, a location which would have 
provided adequate defence on that side of the fort. 
 
Before site work commenced, the lines of the fort’s defences were transcribed from 
photographs onto the ground plan of the site. 
 
THE LAYOUT OF TRENCHES 
 
The existing 11kv power line ran underground from a sub-station some 120m east of The 
Roundel, as far as the base of the crag upon which the house stood. From that point the line 
was carried on a series of wooden poles (Poles 1-4) positioned across the north side of the 
mound and extending westwards beyond the house. The objective was to run the underground 
line in a trench (Trenches 1-4) around the base of the knoll as far as Pole 4, located on the 
downslope to the west of the house, from where it would continue overhead. In addition, 
narrow trenches (Trenches 5 and 6) were dug for a low voltage cable running from Pole 4 to 
the house. 
 
THE WATCHING BRIEF 
 
The trenches were all dug using a mechanical excavator operating under archaeological 
supervision. Those trenches that would accommodate the 11kv cable were excavated first. 
While it was possible that evidence of activity contemporary with the occupation of the fort 
might be uncovered in the trenches, it was thought more likely that traces of the fort’s 
defences would be found at the base of the mound, within Trench 1. 
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Trench 1 
 
This trench was considered the most important archaeologically because it might yield further 
evidence concerning the fort’s defences. It ran in an arc around the north side of the knoll, at 
the edge of a ploughed field, and measured some 80m in length. It was 0.4-0.45m wide and 
1m deep over most of its length but was widened considerably at its east terminus in order to 
locate the cable that ran underground from the sub-station to the east. At this point the trench 
measured 3.5m east/west by 1.5m wide and cut through ground already disturbed when the 
cable was inserted some time ago and which had been backfilled with a mix of topsoil, 
redeposited subsoil, shattered bedrock and other materials. 
 
Being at the edge of the field and at the limit of ploughing, topsoil was barely more than 0.2m 
deep along most of the trench. It sat directly on bedrock along most of its length although 
lenses of glacial drift, comprising sandy clay and fractured rock, were encountered in places. 
However, at three locations the trench also cut through pockets of grey-brown, sandy loam 
and stones (redeposited topsoil) which extended beyond the sides and base of the trench. One 
of these pockets was near the east terminus of the trench, the second being some 10m further 
north-west and the third at the western end of the trench, at its junction with Trench 2 and 
close to the drive leading to The Roundel (see accompanying drawing). 
 
Trench 2 
 
Trench 2 ran southwards for 12m from the west end of Trench 1, joining with Trench 3 which 
crossed the gravel drive, the trench being 0.4m wide and 0.7m deep. Over most of its length 
the trench cut through materials that had been deposited during the construction of the house 
or later. In places bedrock was exposed. The pocket of redeposited materials uncovered in the 
west end of Trench 1 extended some 3m into Trench 2. 
 
Trench 3 
 
Trench 3 cut diagonally across the access road, linking with Trenches 4 and 6 at the west 
edge of the knoll. It measured 7m long, 0.4m wide and 0.7m deep. Nothing of archaeological 
significance was uncovered within this trench, only modern materials sitting directly on 
bedrock. 
 
Trench 4 
 
Trench 4 ran westwards from Trench 3, down the slope as far as Pole 4, a distance of some 
12m. Machine access was very difficult at this point because of the gradient of the slope and 
a wide area around Pole 4 had to be disturbed to guarantee the machine’s security. Although 
this trench measured nominally 0.4m wide, it had to be extended to a width of some 3m 
towards its west end because of operational factors and to accommodate a new stay for the 
pole. 
 
Topsoil of pale brown loam was up to 0.5m deep in places, particularly where it had 
accumulated in crevices, and overlay eroded rock and bedrock. The trench was 0.7-1.0m deep 
and contained nothing of archaeological significance. 
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Trenches 5 and 6 
 
These two trenches, both only 0.2-0.3m wide and 0.45m deep, were dug for a low voltage 
cable which ran from the house to Pole 4, part of its route being along Trench 4. 
 
Nothing of archaeological significance was uncovered in Trenches 5 and 6, only topsoil and 
other recently deposited materials. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The only features of interest uncovered during this watching brief were the cuts exposed in 
Trench 1 and the north end of Trench 2. There was no opportunity to extend these trenches to 
uncover the extents of the three features but clearly they had been cut some way into the 
bedrock and were filled with redeposited topsoil rather than glacial till, indicating that they 
were almost certainly man-made. The two at the east end of Trench 1 could well have been 
segments of two of the fort’s ditches, perhaps Ditches 3 and 4. However, it is curious that no 
trace of Ditches 1 or 2 were found in Trench 1. 
 
The feature at the junction of Trenches 1 and 2 is harder to fit into the known pattern of 
defences. If it does represent a ditch, then it is does not appear to be one of those identified 
from aerial photographs. Another possibility is that it was associated with the putative 
entrance on the north-west side of the fort although clearly further investigation would be 
necessary to prove such a point. 
 
Trenching on the mound itself revealed evidence only of activities associated with the 
construction of the house and its use thereafter. 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE 
 
1 The Roundel before commencement of trenching, viewed from the north 
2 The Roundel before commencement of trenching, viewed from the west 
3 The Roundel before commencement of trenching, viewed from the north-east 
4 The south section of the old cable trench at the south-east end of Trench 1, viewed 
 from the north 
5 Trench 1 looking north from NO 11539 20094, at its south-east terminus 
6 View to the south along Trench 1 from NO 11528 20108 
7 View to the west along Trench 1 from NO 11528 20108 
8 The south edge of Trench 1, showing a possible ditch at NO 11528 20108, viewed 
 from the north-east 
9 View to the east along Trench 1 from NO 11489 20121 
10 View to the west along Trench 1 from NO 11489 20121 
11 View to the east along Trench 1 from NO 11468 20121 
12-13 View to the south-west along Trench 1 from NO 11468 20121 
14 Trench 3 during excavation, viewed from the north-east 
15 Trench 5, viewed from the west 
16 Trench 6, viewed from the south 
17-18 Trench 4 and the Pole 4 stay trench during excavation, viewed from the east 
19 Trench 4 and the Pole 4 stay trench during excavation, viewed from the north 
20 The Roundel at the end of the excavation, viewed from the north 
21 The Roundel at the end of the excavation, viewed from the north-west 
22 The Roundel at the end of the excavation, viewed from the west 
23-24 Trench 4 fully excavated, viewed from the east. 


