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INTRODUCTION 
 
This report describes the results of a desk study of archaeological sites and monuments and a 
walk-over survey along the route of a new 11kv overhead power line through Glen Douglas, 
Argyll. It is being constructed in order to receive power from a new hydro-electric scheme, 
now under construction near Tullich Farm. The route runs westwards from near Inverbeg, on 
the west shore of Loch Lomond, along Glen Douglas to a point some 600m from the east 
shore of Loch Long. The desk study and survey were undertaken by John Lewis of Scotia 
Archaeology at the request of Max Bigham, wayleave officer for Scottish & Southern Energy 
Power Distribution (SSE). 
 
THE DESK STUDY 
 
There are no known recorded sites and monuments along the designated route although there 
are a few within a short distance of it. These are listed below and are given the numbers 
allocated by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland 
(RCAHMS) (eg NS39NW 21) and by the West of Scotland Archaeology Service (eg WoSAS 
21706). There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments within or near the new power line. 
 
1  NS39NW 21 (WoSAS 21706) The Corries, Inverbeg: farmstead and head-dyke 
 
The first edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey (OS) map of 1864 (Dumbartonshire, sheet viii) 
shows a farmstead centred on NS 3443 9802 and comprising two unroofed buildings (each 
with three compartments) and a head-dyke. The 1976 1:10,000 OS map of 1976 shows one 
unroofed building, three roofed buildings (two with attached enclosures), field walls and 
remnants of a head-dyke nearby. 
 
2  NS39NW 12 (WoSAS 15813) Glen Douglas: township 
 
A possible township comprising three unroofed buildings and a short length of head-dyke is 
shown on the first edition OS map of 1864 (Dumbartonshire, sheet viii) at NS 3354 9798. 
The 1:10,000 map of 1976 shows two unroofed buildings at the same location. 
 
3  NS39NW 11 (WoSAS 15812) Glen Douglas: structures 
 
The first edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey (OS) map of 1864 (Dumbartonshire, sheet viii) 
depicts three roofless structures at NS 3250 9805. No further information is available. 
 
4  NS39NW 8 (WoSAS7090) Glen Douglas: knocking stone 
 
Notes taken by R W B Morris on 27th February 1968 refer to ‘A flat stone bearing a ?mortar 
basin, 10” in diameter and 7” deep’ at NS 324 980. No further information is available. 
 
5  NS39NW 7 (WoSAS 7089) Glen Douglas: knocking stone 
 
Notes taken by R W B Morris on 27th February 1968 refer to ‘A boulder bearing a ?mortar 
basin, 11 inches in diameter and inches deep’ at NS 315 984. No further information is 
available. 
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The remains of other settlements, probably dating to the 18th or early 19th century, can also 
be found in Glen Douglas although they are some distance away from the power line. A 
group of derelict structures (NS39NW 13) are located at NS 3315 9744, some 450m south of 
the power line, towards its east end, while remnants of an early township (NS29NE 6) are 
situated around NS 291 990, approximately 1.2km west of Tullich Farm and 300m south of 
the power line. 
 
GLEN DOUGLAS 
 
Glen Douglas is a typical highland valley that has been widened by glaciers and which now 
carries the Douglas Water, which meanders along a flood plain for most of its length before 
debouching into Loch Lomond at Inverbeg. The glen supports farming based on livestock 
(both sheep and cattle), there being two farms (Doune and Tullich) roughly midway along its 
length. Both sides of the valley slope upwards to moderately high peaks, the slopes being 
covered with rough vegetation, particularly bracken, together with a few areas of commercial 
coniferous forestry. Some, but not all, of the grazing land is drained to produce improved 
pasture, particularly for cattle. Towards the upper (west) end of the valley the land on its 
south side is now the property of the Ministry of Defence. 
 
Glacial activity is evident in the smooth sides of the glen and by many eskers and drumlins, 
as well as numerous small spreads of boulders which are distributed throughout the valley.  
 
THE WALK-OVER SURVEY 
 
The first stage of the fieldwork was to establish the precise course of the power line on the 
ground and to mark the positions of angle poles along it. This was carried out by Max 
Bigham of SSE on 8th October 2009, the actual walk-over survey being undertaken on 14th 
October 2009. 
 
The new power line will follow closely the route of an existing overhead line which runs 
alongside the narrow, single-track road through Glen Douglas, crossing the road at two 
points. It will start at approximately NS 3380 9492 and terminate at NN 2762 0020, a 
distance of some 8km. From the west terminus the cable will continue underground as far as 
another pole at NN 2753 0031. 
 
The strip of ground between the power line and the road (typically 50m wide) was included 
in the survey to ensure that machinery accessing the line would not damage any sites and 
monuments that might survive within that area. 
 
Very little of archaeological importance was noted during the walk-over survey. Several 
small, level terraces and platforms were observed within the area of investigation although 
there was no evidence of any structural remains, or any other man-made features, on any of 
them. Likewise, the many spreads of boulders scattered throughout the area all appeared to be 
natural in origin. 
 
The only feature to have any archaeological significance was a boundary bank whose remains 
ran from the road to the Douglas Water. It was centred on NS 32090 98008, 500m east of 
Doune Farm, and ran parallel with the road for 30m before returning towards the south-west 
as far as the river for a further 30m. It is shown on modern maps continuing a short distance 
beyond the opposite bank of the river. This structure was approximately 1.5m wide, survived 
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to a maximum height of 1m and was built of soil and boulders, now covered with turf. The 
bank/wall has suffered some damage by farm traffic, which has cut across it in a few places, 
and by the construction of a passing place on the south side of the public road, precisely 
where the structure deviates towards the river. 
 
There was no indication of the age of this boundary. Its construction suggests that it is not 
contemporary with other, drystone boundary walls in the glen. However, the use of soil, as 
well as stones, might simply point to the availability of materials in this particular location on 
the valley floor. 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
With the exception of the short stretch of possible early boundary bank near Doune, nothing 
of archaeological significance was noted during the walk-over survey. 
 
The only recommendation for those undertaking the construction of the new power line 
would be to avoid inflicting further damage to the surviving remnant of this bank. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
The following photographs show the surviving remains of the boundary bank at NS 32090 
98008. They are contained on the project’s digital archive. 
 
1 The east arm of the boundary bank, viewed from the west 
2 The east arm of the boundary bank, viewed from the east 
3 The south-west return of the boundary bank, viewed from the north-east 


