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Abstract

SUAT Ltd was contracted by Grovebury Management Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation of areas both including and adjacent to recorded cropmarks at Gowrie Farm, Stanley in advance of a proposed housing development.  This work took place on the 18th and 19th April 2007.  No evidence either for the cropmark enclosure or the continuation of any cropmarks in the vicinity was recovered.  Other features were identified, but appeared to be relatively modern.  The SUAT site code for this site is SY03.

This piece of work was funded by Grovebury Management Ltd.

1 Background

1.1 Introduction

Grovebury Management Ltd commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation (site code SY03) on the site of and adjacent to recorded cropmarks at Gowrie Farm, Stanley.  The proposed development area is the former site of Gowrie Farm centred on NGR NO 1026 3153.  Due to the known presence of cropmarks both in the vicinity and on part of the site, 2,500 square metres were identified by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust as being archaeologically sensitive.  The work took place in good weather conditions on 18th and 19th April 2007 and was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on development application reference 06/02277/FUL.
1.2 Aims and Objectives

The main aim of this investigation was to establish the survival of one cropmark  (MPK7099), a possible prehistoric settlement enclosure, and to ascertain whether a further set of cropmarks (MPK7098) could be found to extend into part of the proposed development area.  The intention of this piece of work was to ascertain the  date, character and quality of any archaeological remains surviving within the development area.  
1.3 Reporting

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this evaluation.  Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland and Perth and Kinross Council’s Historic Environment Record.
1.4 Planning and Curatorial Issues

This evaluation is designed to satisfy the outstanding archaeological condition on the planning consent for this development.
1.5 Acknowledgements

SUAT wish to thank Sarah Winlow of Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust for her assistance and guidance throughout this project.  Grovebury Management Ltd funded this evaluation.

2 Details of Work 

2.1 The Site (Illus 1)

The site of Gowrie Farm lies on top of a former river terrace to the west of the main road to Stanley.
2.2 Archaeological Potential

Two areas of the proposed development site are considered to have archaeological potential.  Aerial photographic survey carried out by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments of Scotland has identified archaeological sites surviving as cropmarks (ie remains surviving below the ploughsoil) to the northeast and the southwest of the current farmstead.

Part of one cropmark (MPK7099), a possible prehistoric settlement enclosure, is within the northeast extension to the farm footprint and may be impacted by the construction of the access road, landscaping and drainage and construction of houses 8, 9 and 10.  Further cropmarks (MPK7098) have been recorded to the southwest of the farmstead footprint and there was the possibility that archaeological remains may survive beneath less intensively developed area of yard/garden ground to the south west of the farm buildings.

2.3 Archaeological Method

Two trenches were opened using a mechanical excavator equipped with a ditching bucket.  Ploughsoil was machined off to the top of natural gravel, and excavation of any features revealed then continued by hand.
2.4 Results of Investigations

Trench 1
This trench was located to cross the line of the enclosure ditch visible in the aerial photograph and the possible set of cropmarks visible in the centre of the enclosure.  It measured 38m by 2m and was aligned NW-SE in the part of the development area where it was feasible to cross both elements of the cropmark.  Ploughsoil (Context 1) to a maximum depth of 0.25m was located along the length of the trench overlying a yellow coarse sand (Context 2) containing abundant round and angular pebbles and boulders.  At only one point along the length of this trench was there any variation to this.  A cut feature (Context 8) running diagonally across the trench on an E-W alignment was excavated to a depth of 1.25m below the modern ground surface.  This feature’s top fill was a clean red brown sandy clay (Context 5) which overlay a deposit of loose voided boulders and stones (Context 6).  This overlay a clean grey brown silty clay (Context 10) which contained small fragments of broken red clay field drain.  The basal fill of this feature was a clean brown silty clay with occasional stones (Context 11).
Trench 2
This T-shaped trench was laid out in the south-western part of the development area with the aim of tracing any continuation of the cropmarks which are visible in the adjacent fields.  The southernmost arm of the trench was 19m long from SSW to NNE and 2m wide, the northernmost arm was 22m long and 2m wide.  Ploughsoil (Context 201) varied in depth from 0.38m at the eastern end of the southernmost trench to 0.50m at the western end and from 0.50m at the southern end of the northern arm to 0.38m at the northern end.  Ploughsoil in both trenches overlay an orange red coarse sand with abundant round and angular pebbles and boulders (context 203).  Only one cut feature was located, midway along the southernmost arm of the southern trench (Context 202).  This appeared to be the butt end of a feature cut into the top of the coarse sand and stones and was filled with a grey brown silty clay and frequent rounded stones (Context 201).
3 Interpretation

Trench 1
There was no trace of any part of the features visible as cropmarks on the aerial photograph.  The only cut feature (8) located appeared to be a recent linear cut for drainage; the field drain fragments are certainly of early modern date.

Trench 2 
The only feature located in this trench (202) produced no dating evidence but its stony backfill may suggest that it was related to field drainage in some way.  
4 Conclusions and Recommendations

On the NE side of the site (Trench 1) it would appear that the cropmark visible on an aerial photograph taken in 1992 has been completely ploughed out.  Ploughsoil here is now very shallow, and the area is on the top of an exposed and very windy plateau.  
Construction workers noted that they had encountered great depths of topsoil on other, downhill parts of the site.  It is likely that this area has suffered from the combination of ploughing and erosion in recent times.  In the southwest part of the proposed development area (Trench 2) there is no definite proof for the presence of any features of a similar nature to those visible as cropmarks in adjacent fields.
4.1 Recommendations for Further Work

On the basis of this evaluation SUAT consider that there is no need for any further archaeological work on the site prior to redevelopment.  
However, the final decision ultimately rests with the Perth and Kinross area Archaeologist.
Appendix 1 Context Register

	No:
	Description

	Trench 1 01
	Dark brown black sandy loam - ploughsoil

	Trench 1

02
	Yellow coarse sand with abundant round and angular pebbles, cobbles and boulders - natural

	Trench 1

03
	Alignment of very large boulders - natural

	Trench 1

04
	Alignment of very large boulders - natural

	Trench 1

05
	Clean red brown sandy clay – fill of 8

	Trench 1

06
	Spread of cobbles and stones in buff and yellow sandy clay – fill of 8

	Trench 1

07
	Granular buff sandy clay with abundant small stones – natural at SE end of trench

	Trench 1

08
	Linear cut dug into 02

	Trench 1

09
	Grey brown silty clay under 1 over 2 contains dog burial

	Trench 1

10
	Grey black silty clay under 6 - fill of cut 8 producing small fragments of broken field drain

	Trench 1

11
	Brown silty clay with occassional stone – fill of cut 8

	Trench 2

200
	Dark brown black sandy loam - ploughsoil

	Trench 2

201
	Grey brown silty clay and frequent stone (rounded cobbles) – fill of 202

	Trench 2

202
	Shallow feature cut into 203

	Trench 2
203
	Orange red coarse sand and cobbles - natural


Appendix 2 Photographic Register

	Frames
	Description
	View

	72
	General view of site compound
	NE

	73
	General view of Trench 1
	NE

	74
	Detail view of Trench 1
	NE

	75
	Detail view of cut feature 8 in Trench 1
	NE

	76
	Detail view Trench 1
	NE

	77
	Detail of surface of gravel and stones
	NE

	78
	General view Trench 1
	SW

	79
	General view of location of Trench 2
	SSW

	80
	General view of location of Trench 1
	NNE

	81
	Detail view of Trench 2
	NNW

	82
	Detail view of cut 202 in Trench 2 during excavation
	SSE

	83
	Detail of northern arm of Trench 2
	N

	84
	Detail view of Trench 2
	SSE

	85
	Sondage across feature 202 in Trench 2
	E

	86
	As 85 
	SSE

	87
	As 86
	SSE

	88
	Detail view of sondage across feature 202 in Trench 2
	SSE

	90
	Detail of stone in fill 201 in Trench 2
	SSE

	91
	As 90
	

	94
	Sondage dug into feature 8 in Trench 1
	N

	95
	Section through cut 202 in Trench 2
	SSE

	96
	As 95
	SSE

	97
	As 95
	SSE

	98
	As 95
	SSE

	99
	Cut 202 in Trench 2 totally excavated
	SE

	100
	As 99
	SE

	101
	General view of cut 202 in Trench 2 totally excavated
	SE

	102
	Section across feature 8 in Trench 1
	SSE

	103
	As 102
	SSE

	104
	Cut 8 in Trench 1 totally excavated
	E

	105
	General view of Trench 1
	SSE

	106
	Boulders 3 in natural in Trench 1
	NNE

	107
	General view of Trench 1 
	NNW


Appendix 3 Drawing Register

	Sheet No.
	Description

	1
	Plan of trench 1 at 1:100

Section of feature 8 at 1:20

	2
	Plan of trench 2 at 1:100

Section of feature 202 at 1:10


Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry

	LOCAL AUTHORITY:
	Perth and Kinross

	PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: 
	Gowrie Farm, Stanley

	PROJECT CODE:
	SY03

	PARISH: 
	Redgorton

	NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): 
	Derek Hall

	NAME OF ORGANISATION: 
	SUAT Ltd

	TYPE(S) OF PROJECT:
	Evaluation

	NMRS NO(S): 
	NO13SW 81

	SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): 
	Cropmarks

	SIGNIFICANT FINDS: 
	None

	NGR (2 letters, 6 figures)
	Site centred on NO 1026 3153

	START DATE 
	18th April 2007

	END DATE 
	19th April 2007

	PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)
	None

	MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)
	A two day evaluation of part of a proposed site for the erection of 10 houses and associated gardens was undertaken to assess the level of preservation of a cropmark of a possible palisaded enclosure in the NE part of the site and to check for the survival of any further cropmarks in the SW part of the site.  No trace was found of the enclosure and the only features located in both trenches appeared to be associated with early modern drainage.

	PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: 
	None

	SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: 
	Grovebury Management Ltd

	CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS
	N/A

	ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 
	SUAT Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX

	ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended)
	NMRS

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	Director@suat.co.uk


Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork

3.1 Recording Methodology

SUAT employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any features identified.

3.2 Human Remains

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology.

3.3 Products and Reporting

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations.

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate.

3.4 Artefacts

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  SUAT will report such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for disposal to the appropriate museum.

3.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.
3.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety

SUAT adheres to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

SUAT has public liability insurance of £5,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on request.

SUAT operates a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  SUAT undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out.

All SUAT representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site is deemed a hard hat area.

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area.
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