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Abstract

Roger and Young commissioned SUAT Ltd on behalf of Craig Alan Homes to conduct a watching brief on a site north of Dorward House, Montrose, Angus.  During the site visit it became clear that the ground on which the houses were to be sited had been completely excavated away and backfilled with modern material.  The spoilheap was examined and found to contain post-medieval pottery (possibly associated with Dorward House) and one piece of medieval pottery.   
The work was carried out on the 8th October 2007.

1 Background

1.1 Introduction

Roger and Young commissioned SUAT Ltd on behalf of Craig Alan Homes to undertake an archaeological watching brief on a site north of Dorward House at Montrose.  The proposed development area is 2.31ha in size located on the east side of Warrack Terrace, centred on NGR NO 7200 5850.  The work (SUAT site code MT24) was undertaken on the 8th October 2007 in good weather conditions.  

The work was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on development application reference 06/00494/OUT.

1.2 Aims and Objectives

The main aim of this investigation was to establish the presence/absence, date, character and quality of any archaeological remains visible within the foundation trenches.  After visiting the site, it became clear that this aim could not be fulfilled because the ground on which the houses were to be sited had been completely excavated away and backfilled with modern material. In light of this, the main objective turned to recording the extent of the excavations and inspecting the spoilheap for archaeological material.  
1.3 Reporting

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this watching brief.  Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland and the local authority Sites and Monuments Record. 

2 Details of Work 

2.1 Archaeological Potential

The site is situated about half a kilometre north-east of the historic medieval town centre.  Redevelopment has the potential to uncover evidence for medieval agriculture such as rig and furrow.  South of the site lies Dorward House, a large three-storey, Italianate listed building designed by James Brewster and built in 1838.  Deposits recovered from the site may contain artefacts relating to this house. 
2.2 Results of Investigations

The original deposits on which the houses were to be sited had been excavated away, then backfilled with a firm aggregate in order to provide more stable foundations.  This meant that no archaeology could be viewed in-situ.  The depth of excavations could not be gauged, but was probably in excess of a metre. The area removed was extensive, covering nearly half the plot (see Illus 2).  The spoilheap contained various fragments of post-medieval and 19th century pottery as well as pieces of clay pipe.  One piece of green glazed medieval pottery was also recovered. 
3 Interpretation

Little can be inferred from one piece of medieval pottery, though it is possible that it was lost or discarded on a medieval field.  The post-medieval pottery was probably deposited on subsequent fields in the area.  The 19th century pottery is probably associated with Dorward House.
4 Recommendations for Further Work

It is recommended that any further excavation, such as service trenches etc, be the subject of future watching briefs.  
However, the final decision ultimately rests with Ian Shepherd or Moira Greig, the archaeologists for Aberdeenshire Council, who also cover Angus.
Appendix 1 Context Register

	No:
	Description
	Phase

	U/S
	Removed deposits from house foundations
	-


Appendix 2 Photographic Register

	No:
	Description
	View

	1
	Site ID
	-

	2 & 3
	View of plot 3
	N

	4 & 5
	View of plot 2 
	SW

	6 & 7
	View of plot 1
	W

	8
	View of plot 1 showing line of excavation
	W

	9
	General shot of site 
	E

	10 &11
	The spoilheap
	E

	12
	General shot of site from plot 3
	SW

	13
	General shot of site from plot 3
	WSW

	14
	General shot of site from plot 3
	SSW

	15
	Close up of plot 2 showing line of excavation
	SW


Appendix 3  Finds Register
	Context No.
	Material
	Finds No.
	No.Of Bags
	Description

	U/S
	Fe
	N/A
	001
	1 hook fragment

	U/S
	Glass
	N/A
	001
	1 green sherd, poss.bottle

	U/S
	Clay Pipe
	N/A
	001
	3 fragments: 2 stem & 1 bowl fragment

	U/S
	Pottery
	N/A
	001
	1 medieval green glazed base sherd

	U/S
	Pottery
	N/A
	001
	1 brown glazed stoneware, body sherd

	U/S
	Pottery
	N/A
	001
	7  TGE sherds: 3 rim & 4 body sherds


Appendix 4 Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry

	LOCAL AUTHORITY:
	Angus Council

	PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: 
	Archaeological watching brief on a site north of Dorward House, Montrose

	PROJECT CODE:
	MT24

	PARISH: 
	Montrose

	NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR: 
	Tamlin Barton MA

	NAME OF ORGANISATION: 
	SUAT Ltd

	TYPE OF PROJECT:
	Watching Brief

	NMRS NO: 
	-

	SITE/MONUMENT TYPE: 
	Medieval Field

	SIGNIFICANT FINDS: 
	Medieval Pottery

	NGR (2 letters, 6 figures)
	Site centred on NO 7200 5850

	START DATE 
	08/10/07

	END DATE 
	08/10/07

	PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)
	-

	MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)
	Roger and Young commissioned SUAT Ltd on behalf of Craig Alan Homes to conduct a watching brief on a site north of Dorward House, Montrose, Angus.  During the site visit it became clear that the ground on which the houses were to be sited had been completely excavated away and backfilled with modern material.  The spoilheap was examined and found to contain post-medieval pottery (possibly associated with Dorward House) and one piece of medieval pottery.   

The work was carried out on the 8th October 2007. 

	PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: 
	-

	SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: 
	Roger and Young Architects

	CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS
	-

	ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 
	SUAT Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX

	ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended)
	NMRS

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	Director@suat.co.uk


Appendix 5 Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork

5.1 Recording Methodology

SUAT employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any features identified.

5.2 Human Remains

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology.

5.3 Products and Reporting

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations.

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate.

5.4 Artefacts

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  SUAT will report such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for disposal to the appropriate museum.

5.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.
5.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety

SUAT adheres to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

SUAT has public liability insurance of £5,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on request.

SUAT operates a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  SUAT undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out.

All SUAT representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site is deemed a hard hat area.

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area.
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