Kaimes Cottage
 Archaeological Watching Brief

[image: image1.png]SUAT L«

archaeological %
contractors





Archaeological Watching Brief
Kaimes cottage, Muir of Orchil
Braco
BC02
11
Background


12
Details of Work


23
Interpretation


24
Conclusions and Recommendations


25
Bibliography


3Appendix 1
Context Register


4Appendix 2
Photographic Register


6Appendix 3
Drawing Register


7Appendix 4
Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry


8Appendix 5
Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork




Illustration 1:
Site location plan

Illustration 2:
Trench Locations
Author
David Bowler, BA, MPhil, FSA Scot, MIFA. 
Illustrator
Tamlin Barton, MA
Editor
Derek Hall, Cert Prac Arch, MIFA, FSA Scot
Abstract

A watching brief was conducted on the digging of foundation pits for a small wind turbine, on a glacial mound just south of the Roman fortlet of Kaimes Castle.  No evidence of early activity was found.  
The work was carried out on 9th August 2007, for Mr Julian Schad, and was given the SUAT site code BC02.  
1 Background

1.1 Introduction

Mr Julian Schad commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching brief on the site of a small wind turbine base at Kaimes Cottage, near Braco, Perth and Kinross.  The development is 4 km NE of Braco, centred on NGR NN 8605 1285.  The work (SUAT site code BC02) was undertaken on the morning of 9th August 2007, in excellent weather conditions.  The requirement was to observe the digging of five small trenches, designed to receive the base pads of a small wind turbine mast. 

The work was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on development application reference 07/00695/FUL.

1.2 Aims and Objectives

The main aim of this investigation was to monitor the contractors’ excavations for any traces of earlier activity on the site, especially relating to the Roman period.  

1.3 Reporting

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this watching brief.  Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, and the Perth and Kinross Historic Environment Record. 

1.4 Acknowledgements

Terms of Reference for this work were provided by Sarah Winlow of Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust.  Mr Julian Schad funded this watching brief.

2 Details of Work 

2.1 The Site (Illus 1)

The site is located on the west side of the A822, 4 km NE of Braco.  The terrain is gently undulating moorland, punctuated with low, rounded glacial mounds.  The surrounding land use is a mixture of arable, rough grazing and coniferous plantations.  The site of the turbine base is a glacial mound covered with rough grass, scrub and planted saplings.  Directly to the south is a dry stone field wall.  To the north and east, on lower ground, is Kaimes Cottage, and various hard standings and work buildings used a depot for Mr Schad’s tree services business.
2.2 Archaeological Potential

The site is of archaeological interest because it is less than 100m south of the Roman Fortlet of Kaimes (or Kaims) Castle, and less than 50 m west of the upstanding remains of a Roman road.  Both formed part of the 1st-century Gask ridge frontier system.  The fort probably occupies a large, improved glacial mound, and the turbine site occupies a smaller, natural glacial mound, which could have attracted early activity.  Interestingly, there is a prominent tree-covered conical mound (Images\09Aug07\07General\050-1.jpg) about 200 m WSW of the site on a bearing of 280o Magnetic (= 282o Grid) which could also have attracted early activity.
2.3 Archaeological Method

An archaeological watching brief was maintained on the excavation of the five small pits required for the foundations of the turbine mast.  These were laid out in a cruciform pattern, with a square central pit surrounded by four rectangular ones.  The location was very slightly to the west of the position predicted on the plans, such that the centre line of the structure was aligned on 42o Magnetic, and pointed to the SE corner of the fortlet.  This equates to a grid bearing of about 44o.  The southern pit was slightly larger than the others, to take the force required to lift the mast up to the vertical position.  The pits were dug by mini-excavator under archaeological supervision.  The deposits exposed were photographed, described and measured.
2.4 Results of Investigations

All five pits revealed a sequence of dark peaty turf over reddish brown sandy loam.  This in turn lay over a reddish stony layer about 0.5 m down, except in the central pit, which was not deep enough to reveal this.  One trench (Trench 4, East), had a dark peaty stain in the loamy layer, similar to the turf layer above, perhaps an infilled animal burrow.  All deposits are described in Appendix 1.
3 Interpretation

All the deposits appeared to natural; turf, topsoil and subsoil.  The stony subsoil was consistent with the apparent glacial origin of the mound.  No artefacts or other evidence of human activity were found.
4 Conclusions and Recommendations

As no evidence of human activity was found, and the development requires no further significant disturbance of the site, no further archaeological intervention is recommended.  
However, any final decision rests with Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust.
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Appendix 1 Context Register

	No:
	Description

	
	Trench 1  South, 1.5 x 0.9 x 0.9m

	011
	Reddish brown and black peaty turf, 0.1m deep, with roots and stones

	012
	Reddish brown sandy loam.  Abundant small angular sandstone.  Some worn glacial boulders.  Continues down to 0.5m, or 0.8m.

	013
	Reddish brown sandy loam with worn glacial boulders.  At bottomof trench.  

	
	Trench 2  Centre, 0.9 x 0.9 x 0.4m

	021
	Reddish brown peaty turf.  Abundant stones and roots.  To 0.15m deep.

	022
	Reddish brown sandy loam.  Some fragmented sandstone.  To 0.4m deep.  Power cable enters trench from E side.

	
	Trench 3  North, 1.4 x 0.8 x 0.8m

	031
	Black peaty turf and soil.  Few stones.  To 0.1 or 0.2m deep.

	032
	Soft redddish brown, very sandy loam.  Occasional angular sandstone.  To 0.4 or 0.5m deep

	033
	Compacted small angular sandstone, some sand.  To 0.8m deep, not bottomed.

	
	Trench 4  East, 1.4 x 0.8 x 0.8m

	041
	Black peaty turf.  To 0.1m deep.

	042
	Reddish brown sandy loam.  Moderate fragmented sandstone.  Peaty stain in E section of trench.  Animal burrow?  To 0.6m deep.

	043
	Compacted small angular sandstone and sand.  Larger stones appear when trench deepened.  To 0.8m deep.  Not bottomed.

	
	Trench 5  West, 1.4 x 0.8 x 0.8m.

	051
	Black peaty turf.  To 0.1m deep.

	052
	Reddish brown sandy loam.  Abundant small angular sandstone.  To 0.4m deep.

	053
	Compacted small angular sandstone.  To 0.8m deep, not bottomed.

	
	


Appendix 2 Photographic Register

	Digital
	Description
	View

	
	01 General
	

	0001
	Setting out.  Trenches 1 (L) and 2 (R).
	W

	0002 – 4 
	Fortlet in distance, with low mound in middle ground.  Grass and scrub.
	N

	0005 – 6
	View from Roman road up to site.
	NW

	0007
	Along overgrown Roman  road, from S corner of field.
	NNE

	0008
	Across overgrown Roman road, at S corner of field.
	SE

	
	02 Trench 1
	

	0009
	Starting Trench 1.  Turf 011 over reddish brown sandy loam 012
	W

	0010
	Reddish brown sandy loam 012
	W

	0011
	Reddish brown sandy loam 012, stones 013 in base of trench.
	N

	0012
	Reddish brown sandy loam 012, stones 013 in base of trench.  Field wall beyond.  Scale 1m.
	S

	0013
	Completed trench.  Scale 1m
	NE

	0014
	Completed trench and spoil heap.  Fall of ground beyond.
	NW

	
	03 Trench 2
	

	0015
	Completed trench.  Power cable enters from E.  Turf 021 over reddish loam 022.
	NNW

	0016 – 7
	As 0015.  Scale 1m.
	E

	0018
	As 0016
	N

	0019
	As 0016
	S

	0020
	As 0016
	W

	0021
	General view.  Trench 4 marked out beyond.
	E

	
	04 Trench 3
	

	0022
	Completed trench.  Stones 033 exposed.
	S

	0023
	Machine with spoil heap in foreground.
	W

	0024 – 5 
	Dark turf 031 over reddish brown sandy loam 032 and stones 033.  Scale 1m.
	E

	0026
	Stones 033.  Scale 1m.
	S

	0027
	As 0024
	W

	
	05 General
	

	0028
	Fortlet, with henhouse in foreground.
	NW

	0029
	Present garrison
	SE

	0030
	Fortlet
	NW

	0031 - 2
	From fortlet back to site.
	SSW

	0033
	SE rampart, from NE corner
	SW

	0034
	Diagonally across fortlet interior, from NE corner to SW.
	WSW

	0035
	Diagonally across fortlet interior, from SE corner to NW.
	NNE

	0036
	SE ramparts, from exterior.
	NW

	
	06 Trench 4
	

	0037
	Trench 4, with workshop beyond.  Ground falls to E.
	NE

	0038
	Trench 4, with Trenches 2 and 5 beyond.
	W

	0039-41 
	Turf 041 over loam 042, over stony layer 043.  Scale 1m.
	W

	0042 - 3
	Turf 041 over loam 042, over stony layer 043.  Scale 1m.  Peaty stain in loam 042.
	E

	0044
	Detail of peaty stain.  Burrow?  Scale 1m.
	E

	0045
	As 0039.
	N

	0046 – 8 
	As 0039.
	S

	
	07 General
	

	0049
	Glacial landscape.
	SW

	0050
	Glacial landscape with distinctive tree-covered mound.
	WSW

	0051
	Detail of tree-covered mound.
	WSW

	
	08 Trench 5
	

	0052
	Trench 5 marked out, with machine beyond.
	ENE

	0053 – 4 
	Digging Trench 5
	ENE

	0055
	Detail, digging Trench 5.  Dust and steam rising from stony layer 053.
	ENE

	0056
	Detail, digging Trench 5.  
	ENE

	0057
	Detail, digging Trench 5.  
	ESE

	0058 – 9 
	Trench completed.  Stony layer 053.
	ENE

	0060
	Trench completed.  Stony layer 053.
	WNW

	0061
	Trench completed.  Stony layer 053.  Scale 1m.
	W

	0062 – 3 
	Trench completed.  Stony layer 053.  Scale 1m.
	E

	0064
	Dark turf 051 over loam 052, over stony layer 053.  Scale 1m.
	N

	0065
	As 064.
	S

	
	09 Trench 3
	

	0066
	Machine deepening Trench 3
	NE

	0067
	Deepened trench, cut into stony layer 033.
	SSE

	
	10 Trench 4
	

	0068
	Machine deepening Trench 4
	NNE

	0069
	Machine deepening Trench 4
	W

	0070 – 1 
	Machine deepening Trench 4
	WSW

	0072 – 3 
	Machine deepening Trench 4
	SW

	0074
	Deepened trench, cut into stony layer 043.  Larger stones appearing.
	W

	0075
	Deepened trench, cut into stony layer 043.
	S

	0076
	Deepened trench, cut into stony layer 043.
	N

	
	11 Trench 1
	

	0077 – 8 
	Machine deepening Trench 1.
	W

	0079 - 82
	Trench deepened.
	W

	
	
	


Appendix 3 Drawing Register

	Sheet No.
	Description
	Scale

	1
	Schematic plan of tower base, supplied by Iskra wtm.
	n/a

	
	
	


Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry

	LOCAL AUTHORITY:
	Perth and Kinross

	PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: 
	Kaimes Cottage

	PROJECT CODE:
	BC02

	PARISH: 
	Muthill

	NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): 
	David Bowler

	NAME OF ORGANISATION: 
	SUAT Ltd

	TYPE(S) OF PROJECT:
	Watching Brief

	NMRS NO(S): 
	NN81SE 1

	SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): 
	Roman military

	SIGNIFICANT FINDS: 
	None

	NGR (2 letters, 6 figures)
	Site centred on NN 8605 1285

	START DATE 
	09 August 2007

	END DATE 
	09 August 2007

	PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)
	n/a

	MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)
	A watching brief was conducted on the digging of foundation pits for a small wind turbine, on a glacial mound just south of the Roman fortlet of Kaimes (or Kaims) Castle.  No evidence of early activity was found.  The work was carried out on 9th August 2007, for Mr Julian Schad, and was given the site code BC02.  

	PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: 
	None

	SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: 
	Julian Schad

	CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS
	Watching brief near Kaims Castle Roman fortlet, Perth and Kinross.

	ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 
	SUAT Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX

	ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended)
	NMRS

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	Director@suat.co.uk


Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork

3.1 Recording Methodology

SUAT employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any features identified.

3.2 Human Remains

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology.

3.3 Products and Reporting

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations.

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate.

3.4 Artefacts

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  SUAT will report such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for disposal to the appropriate museum.

3.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.
3.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety

SUAT adheres to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

SUAT has public liability insurance of £5,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on request.

SUAT operates a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  SUAT undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out.

All SUAT representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site is deemed a hard hat area.

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area.
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