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Abstract

SUAT Ltd carried out a watching brief on the removal of a stone wall foundation to the west of Castle Street, Forfar, on 6th November 2007 for Mr and Mrs Hudghton.  No datable artefacts or structures were found, but the demolished wall and others adjacent probably belonged to the 19th-century and later expansion of the burgh into formerly vacant ground on the margin of The Common Myre.
1 Background

1.1 Introduction

Mr and Mrs Hudghton commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching brief on the removal of foundations of a stone boundary wall along the north frontage of Myre Road, Forfar, to the west of Castle Street, centred on NGR NO 4554 5071.  This was being opened up to form a small private car park accessed from Myre Road.  The work (SUAT site code FF10) was undertaken on the morning of 6th November 2007, in good weather conditions. 

The work was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on development application reference  07/00174/FUL and 07/00209/LBC.

1.2 Aims and Objectives

The main aim of this investigation was to record any early deposits or features exposed during the removal of the stone wall foundations. 

1.3 Reporting

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this watching brief.  Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland and Angus Council Sites and Monuments Record.

1.4 Acknowledgements

SUAT wish to thank Tam and other staff of Liddle and Calder, building contractors, for their co-operation on site.  Mr and Mrs Hudghton funded this Watching Brief.
2 Details of Work 

2.1 The Site (Illus 1)

The site was until recently a small enclosed garden, on the north side of Myre Road, to the west of Castle Street.  The site is bounded to the east and west by high stone walls, and to the north by walls and rising ground leading up to Manor Street, parallel to Myre Road.  The site belongs to a large house on the south side of Manor Street, with the address of 75 Castle Street (it is actually well to the rear of both of these roads).  The site is located directly behind (west of) 57 and 59 Castle Street.  These properties terminate with a high buttressed back dyke wall to the east of the site.  

The north frontage of Myre Road is defined by a long, high stone wall, running approximately E–W, but with various changes of build and alignment.  The demolished wall forms part of this boundary.  Myre Road takes its name from The Common Myre, an area of wet ground to the west of the site, now reclaimed and used as a public park.
2.2 Archaeological Potential

The site was of interest because it lies near the centre of the historic burgh, just behind the backlands of Castle Street, and because the Myre Road boundary is certainly old enough to show a variety of builds and alignments.

2.3 Archaeological Method

The wall foundation was excavated by machine under archaeological supervision, and the deposits and structures exposed were observed, photographed and recorded.  At the same time the adjacent structures and the general layout of this area of the town was noted and recorded.
2.4 Results of Investigations

The demolished wall 01 was found to rest on a foundation 02 of unmortared sandstone rubble slabs, 0.45 deep below the Myre Road pavement.  The foundation was cut into dark garden soil 08, similar to the garden soil 07 which had been piled up behind the wall to a depth of 0.95 m, shown by a stain on the adjacent west boundary wall 03.  In front of the wall foundation were modern tarmac and tarred rubble layers 09 and 10, forming the pavement of Myre Road.  

The boundary wall 03 butted up against the rear of wall 02.  In the adjacent property to the west, the soil was still piled up to a depth of about 1 m.  The Myre Road frontage was continued westwards by the walls 03 and 04, which still remain standing.  The eastern boundary of the site was defined by a thin high stone wall 06.  

No artefacts were recovered.

To the east of the site, the curving line of Castle Street, its highly irregular frontage, and the mixture of buildings in its backlands, all suggest a complex developmental history.
3 Interpretation

The absence of datable artefacts or of a significant stratigraphic sequence make it difficult to date the structures observed, but the general style and build of the walls might suggest a date in the 19th century.  This would be consistent with the general appearance of the site as part of the 19th-century expansion of the burgh into what had previously been waste or cultivated ground.
John Wood’s plan of 1822 shows ribbon development westwards along High Street and Manor Street, and a sort of track roughly along the line of Myre Road, but not yet running far enough east to reach the present site and form a junction with Castle Street.  This would be consistent with a 19th-century date for most of the standing walls, and with the evidence for piecemeal development and realignment.
The build up of soil in properties along the north side of Myre Road perhaps follows from their being dependent on earlier properties on higher ground on Manor Street, and from a need to level up wet and low-lying ground on the margins of The Common Myre.

4 Recommendations
No further work is recommended in connection with the present development, though this is subject to the views of Angus Council, advised by the Aberdeenshire Council archaeology service.
More generally, the backlands along the west side of Castle Street are clearly of some age and complexity, and might be the subject of proposals for modernisation or redevelopment in future.  Any such proposals should be considered in the light of the interest and townscape value of the existing layout and structures, and of the opportunities to investigate their developmental history.
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Appendix 1 Context Register

	No:
	Description

	01
	Demolished wall on Myre Road frontage.  Large irregular sandstone rubble construction, with irregular sandstone copes.  Length 15.65m E–W.  E end was 38.6m west of the Castle Street frontage.  E end terminates in access to small private parking area behind Castle Street properties.  W end merges into wall 03.

	02
	Foundation of wall 01.  Large irregular sandstone rubble, mainly flat, with natural face.  No obvious mortar.  0.45m deep, below tarmac pavement surface of Myre Road.

	03
	W continuation of wall 01.  Small, flat pink sandstone rubble, with lime mortar.  0.5–0.6m thick at base, 0.3m thick at top, 2.47m high, + D-shaped cope, 0.25m.  Extends to 13.5m W of W face of wall 05.

	04
	W continuation of wall 03.  Slight change of direction, and change of build, squared blocks.  Mr Liddle says this is a modern realignment.

	05
	W boundary wall, abuts wall 03 on N side.  

	06
	E boundary wall.  Thin and high, cope formed by slabs on edge.  

	07
	Dark garden soil to N of wall 01.  Originally up to 0.95m deep above pavement, shown by stain on wall 05.

	08
	Dark garden soil under wall foundation 02.  0.46m below top surface of pavement 09.  Occasional traces of brown sandy rubble.  Perhaps caused by chipping of stones from 02.

	09
	Black tarmac forming pavement on N side of Myre Road.  0.2m deep.

	10
	Tarred rubble under tarmac 09, revealed in section when wall foundation 02 removed.  To 0.46m below top surface of 09.


Appendix 2 Photographic Register

	Digital
	Description
	View

	
	06 November 2007
	

	
	01 Myre Road
	

	0001
	Council sign, Myre Road Car Park
	E

	0002
	Site from junction of Myre Road and Castle Street
	WNW

	0003
	Detail, junction of Myre Road and Castle Street
	NW

	0004
	Detail, Myre Road street name plate.
	N

	0005
	Site from Myre Road.  Tam in green viz vest standing at W end of demolished wall 01.  E end behind red car.
	WNW

	
	02 Wall
	

	0006
	Demolished wall foundation 02 along Myre Road frontage.
	W

	0007
	Demolished wall foundation 02 along Myre Road frontage.
	WNW

	0008
	Site from Myre Road.  High wall 06 forms E boundary.  75 Castle Street on hill behind.  (Actually in Manor Street.)
	N

	0009
	W end of demolished wall 01.  W boundary wall 05 abuts to N.  Stain on wall shows former level of garden soil 07 (top of broom handle).
	W

	0010
	Demolished wall.  Founds 02 removed at W end.
	E

	0011
	Removal of founds 02, from Myre Road.  Standing rubble wall 03 to W, with D-profile copes.
	N

	0012
	Standing wall 03 along Myre Road frontage to W.  Change of line and build adjacent to temporary warning signs on pavement.
	WNW

	0013 – 13a
	Removal of founds 02, from Myre Road.  Scale 2m.  0013a adjusted for shadow.
	NNE

	0014
	Removal of founds 02.  Trench cut in dark garden soil 07 and 08.  Scale 2m.
	WNW

	0015 – 17
	Section along Myre Road frontage exposed by removal of founds.  Tarmac 09 over tarred rubble 10.  Scale 2m.
	S

	0018
	Removal of founds 02.  Large, fairly flat sandstone rubble.
	SE

	0019
	Standing wall 03 to W.  W boundary wall 05 abuts to N.  Scale 2m.
	WNW

	0020
	Detail, E end of standing wall 03, with W boundary wall 05 abutting.  Scale 2m.
	W

	0021
	Gap between walls, showing ground level in adjacent property
	NW

	0022
	E end of standing wall 03, with W boundary wall 05 abutting.  Scale 2m.  Stain on wall shows former garden soil 07 level.  W boundary wall has flat cope, and leans E.
	NW

	0023
	Builder’s lorry in Myre Road.  Liddle and Calder, building contractors, Forfar, 01307 463292.
	SE

	0024
	East boundary wall 06.  Scale 2m.
	N

	0025
	Removal of founds 02, proceeding E.
	ESE

	0026
	Stone dump in NE corner of site.  Remains of cope of demolished wall 01.
	NE

	0027
	Site from Myre Road.  75 Castle Street at top of hill.  (Actually in Manor Street)
	N

	0028
	Standing wall 03 to W.  Small sandstone rubble with D-profile copes.
	NNW

	0029
	Change of line and build, to irregular blocks with flat cope, 04.  Scale 2m.
	N

	0030
	Change of line and build, to irregular blocks with flat cope, 04.  Scale 2m.
	NE

	0031
	Detail of W boundary wall 03, with flat cope and soil stain ~1m up.  Scale 2m.
	NW

	0032
	Foundation 02 removed.  Rear of Castle Street beyond.
	E

	
	03 Castle Street
	

	0033
	Back dyke at rear of Castle Street.
	E

	0034
	Back dyke and gable end at rear of Castle Street.  Roof raggle and ‘House of Shaws’ doorway in gable end.
	NE

	0035
	Detail of gable end, and side passage from Castle Street.
	E

	0036
	Detail of side passage from Castle Street.
	E

	0037
	Frontages of 59 and 61 Castle Street.
	WNW

	0038
	Castle Street frontages and unnamed vennel to N of site.
	W

	0039
	Castle Street frontages and second unnamed vennel to N of site.
	W

	
	04 Manor Street
	

	0040
	Junction, Castle Street and Manor Street.
	NW

	0041
	Detail, Manor Street name plate.
	N

	0042
	Manor Street from Castle Street.
	W

	0043
	From Manor Street down to 75 Castle Street.  0043a adjusted for shadow.
	S

	0044
	Wall plaque, John Nevay, Poet, Manor Street, 1792-1870
	S

	
	05 Castle Street
	

	0045 – 6
	Castle Street and County Buildings from junction of Myre Road.
	S

	0047
	Rear of Castle Street properties, from Myre Road.
	ENE

	
	06 Wall
	

	0048
	Foundation trench fully excavated.  Scale 2m.
	ESE

	0049 – 50
	Foundation trench fully excavated.  Scale 2m.
	WSW
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	LOCAL AUTHORITY:
	Angus

	PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: 
	75 Castle Street

	PROJECT CODE:
	FF10

	PARISH: 
	Forfar

	NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): 
	David Bowler

	NAME OF ORGANISATION: 
	SUAT Ltd

	TYPE(S) OF PROJECT:
	Watching Brief

	NMRS NO(S): 
	n/a

	SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): 
	Boundary Wall

	SIGNIFICANT FINDS: 
	None

	NGR (2 letters, 6 figures)
	Site centred on NO 4554 5071

	START DATE 
	6 November 2007

	END DATE 
	6 November 2007

	PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)
	n/a

	MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)
	SUAT carried out a watching brief on the removal of a stone wall foundation to the west of Castle Street, Forfar, on 6th November 2007 for Mr and Mrs Hudghton.  No datable atefacts or structures were found, but the demolished wall and others adjacent probably belonged to the 19th-century and later expansion of the burgh into formerly vacant ground on the margin of The Common Myre.

	PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: 
	none

	SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: 
	Mr and Mrs Hudghton

	CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS
	n/a

	ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 
	SUAT Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX

	ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended)
	NMRS

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	Director@suat.co.uk


Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork

2.1 Recording Methodology

SUAT employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any features identified.

2.2 Human Remains

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology.

2.3 Products and Reporting

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations.

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate.

2.4 Artefacts

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  SUAT will report such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for disposal to the appropriate museum.

2.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.
2.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety

SUAT adheres to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

SUAT has public liability insurance of £5,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on request.

SUAT operates a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  SUAT undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out.

All SUAT representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site is deemed a hard hat area.

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area.
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