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Abstract

The National Trust for Scotland commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching brief on the 25th February 2008 whilst analysing problems with the sewage systems of three properties at the House of Dun.  The work consisted of monitoring the excavation of an outflow pipe near the septic tank belonging to the Gardener’s House.  This excavation was located close to a 16th century arch and the probable site of the medieval Castle of Dun.  The monitoring of the excavation of a new soak away pit at East Lodge was also carried out.  In view of future excavations at West Lodge, a rapid walkover survey was also conducted north of the lodge.   The excavations revealed no significant archaeology, but the survey to the north of West Lodge identified pieces of worked stone, bricks and pieces of concrete that probably relate to estate buildings/features that have since been demolished.   
The SUAT site code was MT26.
1 Background

1.1 Introduction

The National Trust for Scotland commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching brief at three different properties at the House of Dun, Montrose.  The work at the Gardener’s House took place outside the walled garden, not far from the 16th century arch, and was located at NO 6672 5995.  The work at East Lodge was located to the east of the lodge at NO 6725 5950.  The surveyed area at West lodge was located north of the lodge at NO 6703 5945.  The work (SUAT site code MT26) was undertaken on the 25th February 2008 in fair weather conditions.  The requirement was to monitor any ground breaking works that took place near the lodges and the Gardener’s House.
1.2 Aims and Objectives

The main aim of this investigation was to establish the presence/absence, date, character and quality of any archaeological remains surviving in any trenches opened up to deal with sewage problems on the three properties.  The results of this investigation will be used to inform future mitigation strategies for proposed alteration to sewage services.  

1.3 Reporting

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this watching brief.  Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland and the local authority Sites and Monuments Record.
1.4 Planning and Curatorial Issues

This watching brief was requested by National Trust for Scotland and specified by Shannon Fraser, the NTS archaeologist for the north-east of Scotland. 
1.5 Acknowledgements

SUAT wish to thank Paul Selway and Dr Shannon Fraser for their assistance and guidance throughout this project.  National Trust for Scotland funded this watching brief.

2 Details of Work 

2.1 The Sites 

East Lodge

East lodge lies to the southeast of the House of Dun on the main road (A935) next to a newly planted avenue which runs northwest up to the main house.  East Lodge is relatively low lying (about 17m OD) and is situated towards the base of a hill that slopes down from the north towards the Montrose basin.  To the west of the lodge is an arable field which separates the East Lodge from the West Lodge.
West Lodge

West Lodge lies to the southwest of the House of Dun on the main road (A935) and is situated to the west of the current main entrance to the NTS property.  The site is relatively low lying (about 17m OD) and is situated towards the base of a hill that slopes down from the north towards the Montrose basin.  To the north of the lodge there is a steep bank that descends into a small wooded valley with a large burn running along the bottom.  
The Gardener’s House
The Gardener’s House lies to the northwest of the House of Dun at 43m OD and is attached to the western wall of the walled garden.  South of the site is a small wooded valley containing a small burn: a tributary of the main burn that runs through the estate.  To the northwest lie arable fields which extend northwards up the hill.  The Gardener’s House is accessed by an estate access track which runs eastwards from the B road, west of the estate.
2.2 Archaeological Potential

To the northwest of East Lodge (northeast of West Lodge) in the arable field separating the two lodges lies a Bronze Age burial mound with a recumbent stone called Gallows Knowe.  Given the proximity of this barrow to the two lodges it is possible that significant prehistoric archaeology may be present around the two lodges.  
The Gardener’s House lies to the west of a large walled garden containing a large round-headed arch thought to be 16th century, which may have formed the entrance to the medieval Castle of Dun.  Geophysical resistance surveys within the walled garden indicate substantial shadows of resistance and linear anomalies thought to be the foundations and defensive wall of the castle.  It is possible that medieval archaeology may also be present outside the walled garden.
2.3 Archaeological Method

The archaeological watching brief consisted of monitoring any excavations deemed necessary to alleviate problems with the sewage systems at each of the three properties.  All excavations were carried out using a tracked mini digger and were monitored by a SUAT archaeologist.  Archaeological features thus exposed were investigated by hand and recorded photographically and in detailed notes, and drawn at an appropriate scale in plan and section.  
2.4 Results of Investigations

East Lodge

A test pit was excavated just to the east of the East Lodge behind the entrance gates in order to establish whether the ground conditions were suitable for a soakaway.  The pit revealed a brown made-up layer under the gravel driveway followed by a deep natural deposit of wind blown sand.  After a porosity test was carried out on the test pit, a decision was made to excavate a larger pit for a new soakaway.  The new soakaway pit measured 5m by 4m and was 2 deep and revealed the same sequence of deposits as the test pit: brown made-up ground containing plastic (02) above a deep natural deposit of yellow-orange wind blown sand (04).  No significant archaeology was discovered in this area.
West Lodge
After consultation with the engineer it was decided not to carry out any excavations at this site.  It was suggested by the engineer that a possible solution to the septic tank problems could be provided by cutting a new route for the outflow pipe down the bank to the north and into a reed bed.  In light of this option, it was decided that a quick walkover survey of visible archaeological remains should be carried out below and around the bank.  The bank contained patches of broken glass, a 1950s bottle and other refuse probably associated with West Lodge.  In addition a number of moss-covered pieces of worked stone, cemented bricks and pieces of concrete were discovered at the base of the bank.  To the south of the burn, 26m north of the bank, a 13m long length of cobbled track was discovered that ran westwards to a gate on the B road west of the estate.          
The Gardener’s House
A narrow trench was excavated behind the septic tank in order to ascertain the type of pipe used to carry the outflow from the septic tank.  The excavated trench measured 2m by 0.45m and revealed the outflow pipe cut and fill as well as a rich black humic sandy silt (05) containing 19th century pottery.  No significant archaeology was discovered.     
3 Interpretation

East Lodge 
No significant archaeology was found at East Lodge though the deposit of wind blown sand is fairly typical of deposits found around the Montrose area.  In other SUAT excavations at Montrose, this sand has occasionally been found to contain lenses of dark soil containing medieval material.   
West Lodge 

The brief walkover identified that the bank to the north of West Lodge has been used as a place to dump refuse for a number of years.  The lack of excavation means it is difficult to know when this dumping began but it is possible that deposits underlying the 1950s refuse could be as old as the West Lodge.  The bricks, concrete and worked stone found at the bottom of the bank probably derive from earlier estate buildings that have been demolished.  The purpose of the track to the south of the burn is unknown, but the use of cobbles indicates that the ground here was very boggy.   
The Gardener’s House
The rich humic soil (05) found in the trench behind the Gardener’s House probably represents waste dumped in this area from the walled garden and the Gardener’s House.  
4 Conclusion and Recommendations

There was no significant archaeology discovered at the Gardener’s House or at East Lodge and therefore there is no recommendation for further work at these sites. 

At West Lodge however, there remains the possibility that prehistoric features could be present around the lodge.  In addition, the survey at West Lodge revealed that recent archaeological deposits, probably relating to the development of the estate, lie around the bank north of the lodge.  It is therefore recommended that a watching brief be carried out on any ground cutting works in and around the bank.  
However, the final decision ultimately rests with Dr Shannon Fraser, the NTS archaeologist for the northeast of Scotland. 
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Appendix 1 Context Register

	No:
	Description
	Phase

	01
	Gravel at the East Lodge.
	Modern

	02
	Type 1 hardcore under the gravel at the East Lodge.
	Modern

	03
	Brown clayey silt with occasional pieces of plastic under (02) at the East Lodge. Made-up ground.
	Modern

	04
	Yellow-Orange natural coarse wind blown sand. East Lodge.
	Natural

	05
	Black humic sandy silt with 19th century pottery, slate and animal bone.  Near the Gardener’s House.  Probably soil derived from the walled garden.
	Modern

	06
	Fill of septic tank outflow pipe cut near the Gardener’s House.  Reddish brown gritty silt containing a large rounded lump of stone.  Re-deposited subsoil.  Plastic pipe set in gravel.
	Modern

	07
	The steep sided cut of septic tank outflow pipe.  The Gardener’s House.
	Modern


Appendix 2 Photographic Register

	Frames
	Description
	View

	DSCF1231
	Excavation of the soakaway test pit at East Lodge 
	SSE

	DSCF1232
	Excavation of the soakaway test pit at East Lodge
	SSE

	DSCF1233
	Excavation of the soakaway test pit at East Lodge
	S

	DSCF1234
	Excavation of the soakaway test pit at East Lodge showing the yellow sandy natural
	SW

	DSCF1235
	The chickens which had to be locked away during the excavation at the East Lodge 
	W

	DSCF1236
	Vertical view down into the soakaway test trench. The water in the bottom was part of the test to see how quickly water drained away.
	NW

	DSCF1237
	View of the back of West Lodge showing septic tank inspection cover.
	ESE

	DSCF1238
	The bank to the north of West Lodge.  Here the land drops away down to the burn.  This photo also shows the general proposed route of the future septic tank outflow and reed bed (at bottom of bank).   
	NW

	DSCF1239
	The bank to the north of West Lodge.  
	N

	DSCF1240
	The bank to the north of West Lodge.  Here the land drops away down to the burn.  This photo also shows the general proposed route of the future septic tank outflow and reed bed (at bottom of bank).   
	NW

	DSCF1241
	The bank to the north of West Lodge.  
	SW

	DSCF1242
	The bottom of the bank to the north of West Lodge.  This photo shows various pieces of concrete and mortar as well as worked stone and bricks covered in moss. 
	NE

	DSCF1243
	The bottom of the bank to the north of West Lodge.  This photo was taken close to where the proposed reed bed is to be located.  The shot shows worked stone covered in moss. 
	S

	DSCF1244
	A cobbled surface near the bridge over the burn, NW of the West Lodge.  The surface seems to be part of a track that ran south of the burn.  
	SW

	DSCF1245
	The excavation of the septic tank outflow pipe near the Gardener’s House.  Note the orange fill of the pipe cut.
	NE

	DSCF1246
	The excavation of the septic tank outflow pipe near the Gardener’s House.  Note the orange fill of the pipe cut.
	NE

	DSCF1247
	The trench excavated to find the septic tank outflow pipe near the Gardener’s House.  The shot shows the Gardener’s House and the entrance into the walled garden.
	N

	DSCF1248
	The trench excavated to find the septic tank outflow pipe near the Gardener’s House.
	NW

	DSCF1249
	The 16th century arch in the walled garden recorded by the GUARD  survey.
	NW

	DSCF1250
	The 16th century arch in the walled garden recorded by the GUARD  survey.  The entrance into the walled garden to the right hand side of the photo looks out to where the trench was excavated.
	S

	DSCF1251
	Excavation of the soakaway trench at the East Lodge.
	SW

	DSCF1252
	Excavation of the soakaway trench at the East Lodge.
	SW

	DSCF1253
	Excavation of the soakaway trench at the East Lodge.
	S

	DSCF1254
	The completed soakaway trench.  The test pit cut can be seen clearly in the section.
	SW

	DSCF1255
	The completed soakaway trench.  The test pit cut can be seen clearly in the section.
	SW


Drawing Register

	Sheet No.
	Description
	Scale

	1
	Notes, sketch section of test pit at East Lodge, section of the trench at the Gardener’s House and sketch plan of the bank north of West Lodge
	Section 1:10

	2
	Location of trench at the Gardener’s House.  Sketch plan of the new soakaway pit at East Lodge 
	1:100


Appendix 3 Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry

	LOCAL AUTHORITY:
	Angus Council

	PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: 
	Archaeological Watching Brief, The House of Dun, Montrose



	PROJECT CODE:
	MT26

	PARISH: 
	Dun

	NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): 
	Tamlin Barton

	NAME OF ORGANISATION: 
	SUAT Ltd

	TYPE(S) OF PROJECT:
	Watching Brief

	NMRS NO(S): 
	NO65NE 61.08, NO65NE 3

	SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): 
	Cobbled track, fragments of worked stone 

	SIGNIFICANT FINDS: 
	None

	NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures)
	The Gardener’s House, NO 6672 5995.  East Lodge, NO 6725 5950. West Lodge, NO 6703 5945

	START DATE 
	25 February 2008

	END DATE 
	25 February 2008

	PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)
	Archaeological Watching Brief at the House of Dun by Brechin. Unpublished SUAT report.  2003

	MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)
	The National Trust for Scotland commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching brief on the 25th February 2008 whilst analysing problems with the sewage systems of three properties at the House of Dun.  The work consisted of monitoring the excavation of an outflow pipe near the septic tank belonging to the Gardener’s House.  This excavation was located close to a 16th century arch and the probable site of the medieval Castle of Dun.  The monitoring of the excavation of a new soak away pit at East Lodge was also carried out.  In view of future excavations at West Lodge, a rapid walkover survey was also conducted to the north of the lodge.   The excavations revealed no significant archaeology, but the survey to the north of West Lodge identified pieces of worked stone, bricks and pieces of concrete that probably relate to estate buildings/features that have since been demolished.   

 The site code was MT26

	PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: 
	Watching Brief at West Lodge

	SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: 
	The National Trust for Scotland

	CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS
	None

	ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 
	SUAT Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX

	ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended)
	NMRS

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	Director@suat.co.uk


Appendix 4 Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork

4.1 Recording Methodology

SUAT employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any features identified.

4.2 Human Remains

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology.

4.3 Products and Reporting

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations.

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate.

4.4 Artefacts

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  SUAT will report such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for disposal to the appropriate museum.

4.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.
4.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety

SUAT adheres to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

SUAT has public liability insurance of £5,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on request.

SUAT operates a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  SUAT undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out.

All SUAT representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site is deemed a hard hat area.

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area.
















Archaeological Watching Brief 


The House of Dun


Montrose











SUAT Ltd


55 SOUTH METHVEN STREET


PERTH PH1 5NX


Tel: 01738 622393


Fax: 01738 631626


E-mail :director@suat.co.uk
















TB/CAM/MT26/11 March 2008
SUAT Ltd (Archaeological Consultants & Contractors)

Page ii

