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Abstract

An archaeological evaluation was carried out on 28th May 2008 at 5-7 The Square, Methven (SUAT site code: MV03).  The evaluation was carried out prior to the development of the site.  The site itself had previously been used as a garden, but had become overgrown with trees and shrubs.

Three small trenches were excavated with the use of a mini digger.  The first two trenches revealed only topsoil and subsoil, but a 19th century deposit which contained re-deposited post-medieval pottery was found within the third trench.   Gordon Brooks commissioned this evaluation.

The SUAT site code was MV03.

1 Background

1.1 Introduction

Gordon Brooks commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological evaluation at 5-7 The Square, Methven.  The proposed development area is in a former garden, measuring 400m² in size, located close to the village church, centred on NGR NO 0251 2599.  The work (SUAT site code MV03) was undertaken on 28th May 2008 in wet weather conditions.  The requirement was to evaluate 10% of the available area; which came to 40m².  

The work was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on development application reference 07/02292/FUL.

1.2 Aims and Objectives

The main aim of this investigation was to establish the presence or absence, date, character and quality of any archaeological remains surviving within the development area. The results of this investigation will be used to inform future mitigation strategies for the proposed development.  

1.3 Reporting

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this evaluation.  Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland and Perth and Kinross Historic Environment Record. 

1.4 Planning and Curatorial Issues

This evaluation was part of a programme of archaeological work designed to satisfy the outstanding archaeological condition on the planning consent for this development.  

1.5 Acknowledgements

The Terms of Reference for this evaluation were provided by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust.  Gordon Brooks funded the work. 
2 Details of Work 

2.1 The Site (Illus 1)

The site was located to the south-west of the street known as ‘The Square’ in Methven, which runs beside the parish church.  The site had been used as a garden for many years and was severely overgrown with vegetation, including bushes and small trees.

2.2 Archaeological Potential

The site is located in the centre of Methven, very close to the parish church.  For this reason it was possible that archaeological evidence might survive of the early development of the village.

2.3 Archaeological Method

It had been planned that two trenches would be excavated, with one following the wall the runs parallel with the western edge of the churchyard, while the other would cross the centre of the site aligned approximately E–W.  
However, there were problems in gaining access to the site.  Firstly, the lane that led to the site entrance was too narrow for a JCB-type excavator, so it was necessary to use a tracked mini-excavator.  Secondly, the archaeologists were informed by a neighbour that there was an ongoing dispute about the use of the lane.  After discussing the matter with the client over the telephone, it was decided that a hole would be knocked through the wall bounding onto the street called ‘The Square’ in order to gain entrance to the site from the E side.  

Also, the overgrown condition of the site restricted the amount of room that the mini-excavator had to manoeuvre.  This resulted in the E–W trench being shortened, and an additional, N–S trench being excavated in the centre of the site in order to make up the total evaluation percentage. 
The three trenches were dug using a tracked mini-excavator, and deposits were removed until the natural was reached.  All three trenches were 2m wide.  They were drawn using appropriate scales in plan and section, as well as photographed.  A number of levels were taken using a Total Station.   
2.4 Results of Investigations

Trench 1
This trench was located near the centre of the site, running south-east to north-west for 6m, and was excavated to a depth of 0.8m.  It revealed a grey humic silt topsoil (0101) over a brown silt subsoil (0102), with large stones towards its base.
Trench 2

This trench was located near the W end of the site, was orientated in a north-east to a south-west direction, 4 m long. and was excavated to a depth of 0.6m.  It revealed a grey sandy silt topsoil (0201) over a brown sandy silt subsoil (0202), with large and medium stones towards the base.

Trench 3

Trench 3 was placed next to the wall to the eastern boundary of the site, parallel with the small lane called ‘The Square’.  The trench was orientated in a south-south-east to north-north-east direction, 10m long and 1.1m deep.
Excavation revealed 0.4m of grey sandy silt topsoil (0301) over a 0.6m deep layer of grey sandy silt (0302), which extended along the entire length of the trench.  This deposit had been thoroughly mixed and contained modern pottery, post-medieval pottery and animal bone.  Below this layer was a thin band of orange clay (0303) which lay above the natural gravelly clay (0304).      
3 Interpretation

Trenches 1-2
Trenches 1 and 2 contained only topsoil and subsoil, with nothing of archaeological interest.  There was no evidence of any earlier use of the site, apart from its known use as a garden. 
Trenches 3

The large mixed deposit (0302) was of interest, particularly as it was found in the part of the site nearest the church.  However, the mixed nature of the layer, and the mixed post-medieval and modern material in it, showed that this was a dump of refuse probably reworked in recent times.  It could have derived from occasional cleaning of the adjacent road surface, or as upcast from road repairs.
4 Conclusions and Recommendations

The evaluation found no evidence of significant archaeological remains within the proposed development site.  The presence of re-deposited post-medieval material suggests that intact 17th or 18th century deposits may survive in other parts of the village nearby.  
4.1 Recommendations for Further Work

No further work is recommended for this site; however, the final decision ultimately rests with Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust as advisors to Perth and Kinross Council. 

Appendix 1 Context Register

	No:
	Description
	Phase

	0101
	Dark grey humic silt – topsoil. Trench 1
	

	0202
	Medium brown silt subsoil with frequent large sub circular stones in base. Trench 1
	

	0201
	Dark grey sandy silt – topsoil. Trench 2
	

	0202
	Medium brown sandy silt subsoil with small to medium sub circular stones. Trench 2
	

	0301
	Dark grey sandy silt – topsoil. Trench 3
	

	0302
	Grey brown sandy silt. Top part mottled with topsoil and contains sherds of modern and post-medieval green glazed pottery.  Lies just beneath the topsoil in Trench 3
	

	0303
	Orange brown clay. 40mm deep. Trench 3
	

	0304
	Gritty gravelly clay with large boulders. Trench 3
	


Appendix 2 Photographic Register

	Frames
	Description
	View

	DSCF1908
	View of site looking from the road to the east of the site
	SW

	DSCF1909
	View looking into the site over the eastern boundary wall
	S

	DSCF1910
	Shot showing the heavy undergrowth over a hidden wire fence, shot taken at the west end of the site.  The fence ran N-S across the site.
	NE

	DSCF1911
	View looking into the site over the eastern boundary wall
	SW

	DSCF1912
	View looking into the site over the eastern boundary wall showing the dense overgrown bushes, trees and brambles.
	NW

	DSCF1913
	Shot of the relatively open area in the west end of the site
	SW

	DSCF1914
	Shot of topsoil (0101) and subsoil (0102) in trench 1
	SW

	DSCF1915
	View of Trench 1.   
	SE

	DSCF1916
	View of Trench 1 after excavation showing the stony natural
	NW

	DSCF1917
	View of Trench 1 after excavation showing the stony natural
	NW

	DSCF1918
	View of Trench 2 after excavation
	NE

	DSCF1919
	View of Trench 2 after excavation
	NE

	DSCF1920 - 21
	View of Trench 3 after excavation.  The first third of the trench shows made-up layer (0302) in plan.  South of this a 1m wide sondage was excavated down to the natural.  South of the sondage, the trench was excavated down to the thin silty orange layer (0303).  
	SE

	DSCF1922
	Made-up layer (0302) below the topsoil in Trench 3
	E

	DSCF1923 - 24
	View of site from the north showing the graveyard to the left and the hole in the site boundary wall which was made for machine access.
	S

	DSCF1925 - 26
	View of site from the northeast 
	SW

	DSCF1927
	View of the west part of the site looking at the northern boundary wall
	S

	DSCF1928
	View of  site through existing gate 
	E

	DSCF1929
	View of lane running along edge of site
	NE

	DSCF1930
	Trench 3
	S

	DSCF1931
	Trench 2
	E

	DSCF1932
	Shot showing the heavy undergrowth and bushes next to Trench 2
	NE


Appendix 3 Drawing Register

	Sheet No.
	Description
	Scale

	1
	Plan of Trench 1
	1:50

	2
	Sample section drawing of Trench 1
	1:20

	3
	Plan of Trench2
	1:50

	4
	Sample section drawing of Trench 2
	1:20

	5
	Plan of Trench 3
	1:50

	6
	Sample section of Trench 3
	1:20


Appendix 4 MV03 Finds List

	Context
	Material
	Trench No.
	Bag No.
	No. Of Bags
	Description

	U/S-0302
	Animal Bone
	03
	001
	001
	1 fragment

	0302
	Pottery
	03
	001
	001
	11 post-medieval body sherds

	0302
	Animal Bone
	03
	N/A
	001
	2 fragments

	0302
	Pottery
	03
	002
	001
	20 post-medieval sherds, inc 16 body, 2 rim and 2 bases

	0302
	Pottery
	03
	002
	001
	2 modern sherds, inc 1 stoneware base and 1 yellow and brown glazed rim

	0302
	Stone
	03
	002
	001
	1 fragment

	0302
	CBM
	03
	002
	001
	1 fragment

	0302
	Bone
	03
	002
	001
	5 fragments

	0302
	Glass
	03
	002
	001
	8 green bottle sherds, inc 1 rim and 2 bases


Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry

	LOCAL AUTHORITY:
	Perth & Kinross

	PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: 
	The Square, Methven

	PROJECT CODE:
	MV03

	PARISH: 
	Methven

	NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): 
	Claire Casey, MA, PIFA

	NAME OF ORGANISATION: 
	SUAT Ltd

	TYPE(S) OF PROJECT:
	Evaluation

	NMRS NO(S): 
	n/a

	SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): 
	n/a

	SIGNIFICANT FINDS: 
	Sherds of post-medieval green glazed pottery.

	NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures)
	NO 0251 2599

	START DATE 
	28 May 2008

	END DATE 
	28 May 2008

	PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)
	None

	MAIN (NARRATIVE) DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other fields)
	An archaeological evaluation was carried out on 28th May 2008 at 5-7 The Square, Methven (SUAT site code: MV03). The evaluation was carried out prior to the development of the site. The site itself had previously been used as a garden, but had become overgrown with trees and shrubs.
Three small trenches were excavated with the use of a mini digger. The first two revealed only topsoil and subsoil, but a 19th century layer, which contained re-deposited post medieval pottery was found within the third trench. 

The site code was MV03.

	PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: 
	None

	SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: 
	Gordon Brooks

	CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS
	

	ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: 
	SUAT Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX

	ARCHIVE LOCATION (intended)
	NMRS

	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	Director@suat.co.uk


Appendix 5 Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork

5.1 Recording Methodology

SUAT employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of stratigraphy, finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned at scale 1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will be photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any features identified.

5.2 Human Remains

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology.

5.3 Products and Reporting

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations.

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate.

5.4 Artefacts

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  SUAT will report such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove Panel for disposal to the appropriate museum.

5.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.
5.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety

SUAT adheres to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists.

SUAT has public liability insurance of £5,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on request.

SUAT operates a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  SUAT undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out.

All SUAT representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and other appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site is deemed a hard hat area.

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A source of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by site contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area.
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