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ABSTRACT 

Lord Southesk commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching brief in 

Kinnaird Castle near Brechin which is centred on NO 63411 57116.  The work, carried out 

on 5th March 2009, entailed watching the excavation of a waste water pipe trench in a 

corridor in the south wing of the castle.  The wing is known to incorporate 15th century 

remains but was badly damaged in a fire in the 1920s.   The watching brief revealed a thick 

19th century foundation deposit but no early remains.  The SUAT site code was BR12.  
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1 Background 

1.1 Introduction 

Lord Southesk commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological watching 

brief in Kinnaird Castle near Brechin which is centred on NGR NO 63411 57116.  

The monitoring was carried out close to the earliest part of the castle in a narrow 

corridor.  This work (SUAT site code BR12) was undertaken on 5th March 2009 in 

good weather conditions.  The requirement was to monitor ground breaking works that 

could reveal items of historical importance.   

The work was designed to satisfy the archaeological condition on Listed Building 

Consent application reference 07/01476/LBC. 

1.2 Aims and Objectives 

The main aim of this investigation was to establish the presence/absence, date, 

character and quality of any archaeological remains surviving within the excavated 

trenches.  It was particularly important to look for early wall foundations of pre-19th 

century date and to look for masons’ marks.   

1.3 Reporting 

The present document has been prepared as the final report on this watching brief.  

Copies will be sent to the client, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 

Monuments of Scotland and the local authority Sites and Monuments Record.  

1.4 Planning and Curatorial Issues 

This watching brief is designed to satisfy the outstanding archaeological condition on 

the planning consent for this development.  

1.5 Acknowledgements 

SUAT wish to thank Moira Greig of Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service and 

Lord Southesk for their assistance and guidance throughout this project.  Lord 

Southesk funded this watching brief. 

2 Details of Work 

2.1 Location of Watching Brief (Illus 3) 

The watching brief took place in a narrow corridor (c109cm wide) in the south wing 

of the castle just north of the central tower on the south-east façade.  This area of the 

castle had been damaged by fire in the 1920s which destroyed the floors and roof.  To 

the north-west, the corridor opened onto cobbled access track behind the south wing 

that led into the central courtyard of the castle, behind the stable block.  South-west of 

the corridor was a large hall open to the roof (all three floors had been destroyed by 

the fire) which bordered onto the early vaulted part of the castle further south-west.  A 

hole had been knocked through the north-east wall of the corridor into a room with a 

fireplace panelled in varnished pine.   
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2.2 Archaeological Potential 

Kinnaird Castle is of uncertain origin but a charter shows that a mansion existed in the 

14th century, and a castle by 1409, when the castle was granted to the Carnegies with 

whom it remains.  The castle was destroyed by fire in 1452 but was rebuilt before 

1497 and extensive additions were made in the 16th and 17th centuries.  The vaulted 

passage which now forms the entrance from the south was probably a portion of the 

castle rebuilt in the 15th century, but could be earlier.  The mansion was remodelled in 

French Baronial style in 1854-62, to the designs of David Bryce, architect.   

As there has been no previous archaeological work in the castle, it was hoped that 

monitoring excavations during the current development in the south wing might reveal 

finds or structures relating the origins and subsequent alterations to the castle.  

2.3 Archaeological Method 

One SUAT archaeologist monitored and occasionally took part in the hand excavation 

of the route for a new sewer pipe in the corridor.  Two trenches (one to the north-west 

and one to the south-east) were excavated using a shovel, spade and a pickaxe.  The 

baulk between the two trenches could not be excavated because vertical supports that 

held up the two I-beams taking the weight of the north-east wall above the gap rested 

on it.  Deposits encountered were recorded in note form, photographed and drawn in 

section.  The location of the trenches was plotted onto the architect’s plan. 

2.4 Results of Investigations 

The corridor in which the watching brief took place had been floored in large 

flagstones (00); these had been removed and piled up on the access track outside.  On 

excavation, both north-west and south-east trenches revealed the same sequence of 

deposits.  The flagstones had been resting on a layer of mortar (01) which sealed 

deposits of gravel (02) and crushed brick fragments (03).  Below (03) was a thick 

mixed reddish-brown gritty sandy layer containing a high proportion of random stones 

of many shapes and sizes that extended to the bottom of the trenches.  This deposit 

also contained thin pieces of glass, a door hinge, square nails, fragments of tin glazed 

earthenware and animal bone.     

3 Interpretation 

Layers (01), (02) and (03) are deposits that were laid down in preparation for the 

flagstone floor.  The thickness and high proportion of stone fragments in Layer (04) 

suggest that it was deposited to level the ground in this area.  This levelling may have 

been prior to the construction of a new addition to the castle, or may simply have been 

to make up the floor of the corridor to the correct height.  The thin glass and tin glazed 

earthernware pottery date the activity to the 19th century or later.  From observing the 

castle from the courtyard, it appears that the high south-west wall of the corridor 

(which is made of red sandstone) may be earlier than the lower structures to the north-

east.  If this is the case then perhaps (04) was deposited as a foundation layer in 

preparation for the construction of the corridor and the room to the north-east (the pine 

panelled room).  This would also mean that (04) covers a foundation trench and 

deposits for the south-west wall of the corridor.     

The limited depth of the excavations for the current development meant it was not 

possible to tell for certain whether (04) buries earlier remains of the castle.  However, 
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the lack of re-deposited early pottery and finds suggests that medieval remains are 

unlikely to be present this far east of the early vaulted part of the castle.  

4 Conclusions and Recommendations 

This watching brief did not reveal any important archaeological deposits in this part of 

Kinnaird Castle.   

SUAT recommends no further work but the final decision rests with Moira Greig of 

Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology Service. 

5 Bibliography 

 

The Angus SMR 

Millar, A H 1890.  Paisley, 245-71 

Land Use Consultants, 1987.  {Glasgow?}, 192-7 
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Appendix 1 Context Register 

No: Description Phase 

00 Large flagstones covering (01) which had been taken up prior to the watching brief.  

Grey-cream micaceous sandstone slabs c 7cm thick by c 71 x 105cm.    

19th century 

01 A white/cream gritty mortar and plaster on which the flagstones in the corridor had 

been laid.  4cm thick 

19th century 

02 Whitish grey gravel c 1cm diametre below (01). 9cm thick. 19th century 

03 Broken red bricks below (02). 10cm thick.   19th century 

04 A thick dark reddish-brown gritty sand with 60% mixed fragments of angular stone, 

gravel, rounded cobbles (6 x 6 x 4cm) and occasional flat stone fragments.  Square 

nails and thin glass found in this deposit.  Tin glazed earthernware found and 

animal bone.  Depth unknown as full depth not excavated. 

19th century 

Appendix 2 Photographic Register 

Frames Description View 

BR12_01 Shot of the corridor in which the watching brief took place.  Taken before 

work began, the flagstones had been taken up revealing (01).  

SE 

BR12_02 As above SE 

BR12_03 As above but looking up at the ceiling joists  SE 

BR12_04 Shot of the corridor in which the watching brief took place.  Taken before 

work began, the flagstones had been taken up revealing (01). 

NW 

BR12_05 As above NW 

BR12_06 Start of excavation of south trench in corridor. SE 

BR12_07 As above SE 

BR12_08 Shot looking at the hole knocked through to the corridoor from the pine 

panelled room. This hole is to become a new doorway.  Notice the 

temporary I beams inserted through this hole to take the weight of the wall 

above.  

S 

BR12_09 Continuing excavation of the south trench showing gravel layer (02) and 

brick/stone layer (03). 

SE 

BR12_10 Shot from outside of the tower south of the corridor in which the watching 

brief took place.  The trenches in the corridor were excavated next to the red 

wall in the centre of the photo.  

S 

BR12_11 Photo of door into corridor (on far right), pine panelled room (centre) and S 
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lavatory (left hand side). 

BR12_12 View of the southern portion of Kinnaird Castle from the inner courtyard. S 

BR12_13 View of the middle portion of Kinnaird Castle from the inner courtyard. SW 

BR12_14 View of the north-western portion of Kinnaird Castle from the inner 

courtyard. 

W 

BR12_15 General shot of Kinnaird Castle from the front. SE 

BR12_16 Continuing excavation of the south trench in the corridor. SE 

BR12_17 One of the entrances into the castle from the south.  The vaulted area inside 

the entrance is part of the early tower castle. 

SE 

BR12_18 A recess in the early part of the castle. SW 

BR12_19 A small recess leading to a gun loop in the early vaulted part of the castle. E 

BR12_20 Shot of gun loop recess from inside. Early vaulted part of the castle NE 

BR12_21 Shot of the early vaulted part of the castle (probably 15th century) from 

what would have been the outside.  The gun loop can be seen in the centre of 

the photo. 

SW 

BR12_22 Shot taken of the wall mentioned above only the next floor up. SW 

BR12_23 Photo of the joists above the corridor in which the watching brief took place. NW 

BR12_24 Shot of the entrance to the corridor and a blocked aperture in the wall.  SE 

BR12_25 Shot from outside of the tower south of the corridor in which the watching 

brief took place.  The trenches in the corridor were excavated next to the red 

wall in the centre of the photo. 

S 

BR12_26 Shot of an old external wall from the old vaulted part of the castle. N 

BR12_27 Photo looking up at the external wall opposite the southern entrance to the 

castle. 

NW 

BR12_28 As above NW 

BR12_29 Shot of mason’s mark on gun loop in the old vaulted part of the castle. SW 

BR12_30 Shot of stables on the east side of Kinnaird Castle. SW 

BR12_31 Shot of the tower near the corridor where the watching brief took place 

(centre of photo). 

W 

BR12_32 Shot of the old glasshouse, south side of Kinnaird castle. SW 

BR12_33 Shot of the old glasshouse and the tower near the corridor where the 

watching brief took place. 

NW 

BR12_34 Continuing excavation of the south trench in the coridor. SE 
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BR12_35 As above. SE 

BR12_36 The south trench fully excavated showing the wide foundations for the 

internal wall at the south end.  

SE 

BR12_37 Close up of the wide foundations for the internal wall at the south end. SE 

BR12_38 The south trench fully excavated showing the wide foundations for the 

internal wall at the south end. 

SE 

BR12_39 Shot looking down into the south trench and at layer (04). - 

BR12_40 Shot of section in south trench showing layers (04), (03), (02) and (01). NE 

BR12_41 Photo of the north end of the north trench excavated in the corridor. NW 

BR12_42 Shot of section in north trench. NE 

BR12_43 Shot of south end of north trench showing foundation layer (04). SE 

BR12_44 A plan of Kinnaird Castle - 

BR12_45 General shot of Kinnaird Castle from the front. SE 

Appendix 3 Drawing Register 

Sheet No. Description Scale 

1 Trench location plan and context lists 1:50 

2 Sample section from south trench 1:10 

Appendix 4 Finds Register 

Context No No of bags Material Description 

(04) 1 Bone 1 fragment 

(04) 1 Pottery 1 base? Sherd TGE 

(04) 1 Glass 3 sherds: 2 clear window and 1 green 

bottle sherd 

(04) 1 Fe 5 fragments, including nails and a 

hinge fragment. 
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Appendix 5 Discovery & Excavation in Scotland Entry 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Angus Council 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Kinnaird Castle Watching Brief 

PROJECT CODE: BR12 

PARISH:  Farnell 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S):  Tamlin Barton 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  SUAT Ltd 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Watching Brief 

NMRS NO(S):  NO65NW 21.0 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  Castle 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  - 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) Site centred on NO 63411 57116 

START DATE  05 March 2009 

END DATE  05 March 2009 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES 

ref.) 

RCAHMS photographic survey  

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 

DESCRIPTION:  

(May include information from 

other fields) 

Lord Southesk commissioned SUAT Ltd to undertake an archaeological 

watching brief in Kinnaird Castle near Brechin which is centred on NO 63411 

57116.  The work, carried out on 5th March 2009, entailed watching the 

excavation of a waste water pipe trench in a corridor in the south wing of the 

castle.  The wing is known to incorporate 15th century remains but was badly 

damaged in a fire in the 1920s.   The watching brief revealed a thick 19th 

century foundation deposit but no early remains.  The site code was BR12.  

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  None 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING 

BODY:  

Lord Southesk 

CAPTIONS FOR ILLUSTRS - 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 

CONTRIBUTOR:  

SUAT Ltd, 55 South Methven Street, Perth PH1 5NX 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 

(intended) 

NMRS 

EMAIL ADDRESS: Director@suat.co.uk 
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Appendix 6 Standard Terms of Reference for all Fieldwork 

6.1 Recording Methodology 

SUAT employs a Single Context Recording System that allows full cross-referencing of stratigraphy, 

finds and environmental samples, as well as site-wide phasing.  All features will be planned at scale 

1:20, and sections drawn at scale 1:10.  Sections and profiles will be drawn and all features will be 

photographed with metric scale included.  Environmental samples will be taken from archaeologically 

significant contexts, if the analysis of these samples would aid significantly in the interpretation of any 

features identified. 

6.2 Human Remains 

If human remains are encountered they will be left in situ and the local police will be informed.  If 

removal is required this will take place in compliance with Historic Scotland’s Policy Paper The 

Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology. 

6.3 Products and Reporting 

A Data Structure Report will normally be prepared within a period agreed within the Written Scheme of 

Investigation/ Project Design, after the completion of the fieldwork.  This forms the basic level of 

reporting.  Further reporting may be required on the basis of discoveries made during excavations. 

A copy of the report and the project archive will be deposited in the NMRS.  Further copies will be sent 

to the client, LAAO and others, as appropriate. 

6.4 Artefacts 

Finds of objects will be subject to the Scots Laws of Treasure Trove and Bona Vacantia.  SUAT will 

report such finds, if recovered, with supporting documentation to the Secretariat of the Treasure Trove 

Panel for disposal to the appropriate museum. 

6.5 Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 

A brief summary of the results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland. 

6.6 General Conditions and Health and Safety 

SUAT adheres to the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists. 

SUAT has public liability insurance of £5,000,000.  Details of this can be provided on request. 

SUAT operates a strict health and safety policy and conforms to the Health and Safety at Work Act.  

SUAT undertakes Risk Assessments on all fieldwork carried out. 

All SUAT representatives will at all times wear protective footwear, high visibility clothing and other 

appropriate clothing.  Hard hats will be worn if there is active plant on site or at all times if the site is 

deemed a hard hat area. 

If lightly contaminated deposits are uncovered disposable boiler suits and gloves will be worn.  A 

source of clean water will be made available for staff to clean hands with.  If the health risk posed by 

site contamination is felt to be too high all further archaeological work will stop in that area. 
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