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Summary 
A rapid desk-based assessment was undertaken for a rising main at Noss Mayo, near Plymouth, 
Devon.  

There has been no systematic study of the archaeology of this locality, but there is sufficient 
evidence to demonstrate human activity since later prehistoric times. The locality is well-
represented in the Domesday Survey and the area is likely to have been farmed since the 
medieval period. Noss Mayo retains its traditional character as a small riverside settlement 
enveloped by a pastoral fieldscape. 

The study area for this project took in a buffer of 500m around the line of the rising main. Within 
this area there were few known sites, and none that coincided with the route of the main. 

No archaeological monitoring during construction is recommended. 

 

  



 

      

 

1. Introduction 
The following document comprises a rapid desk-based assessment for a rising main at 
Noss Mayo, near Plymouth, Devon. It outlines the archaeological and historical 
background of the study area, collates information on baseline conditions and proposes 
a mitigation strategy to be implemented during the rising main’s construction.  

The assessment was undertaken by Andrew Pearson MA PhD MIFA. 

1.1 Methodology 

1.1.1 Sources consulted 

The assessment comprises a review of existing information about the archaeological 
resource relating to the rising main. A study area has been adopted that is based on a 
500m buffer from the line of the rising main.  

The baseline survey involved consultation of readily available archaeological and 
historical information from database, documentary and cartographic sources. The 
principal repositories of information consulted comprised: 

• English Heritage 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments; Listed Buildings; Register of Parks and Gardens of 
Historic Interest 

• Devon County Council Heritage Environment Service 
Heritage Environment Record (HER); published and unpublished reports and notes on 
archaeological sites and finds; vertical aerial photographs dating from the 1940s to the 
present day 

• Google Earth 
Satellite images 

• Devon Record Office and West Country Studies Library 
Historic maps, principally the tithe map and 19th/20th century OS maps 

1.1.2 Site visit 

A site visit was carried out on 12th December 2007. This comprised a general walkover 
of the rising main’s route.  



 

      

 

2. Existing conditions 
The course of the rising main falls into two distinct landscape zones. The first, most 
westerly, part is to be constructed within the intertidal zone of Newton Creek. The 
ground here is predominantly mud and shingle, with larger stone at the margins, fallen 
from the low cliffs that define the estuary. The length of this section is approximately 
550m. 

The easterly part of the scheme runs for approximately 950m through the base of a 
valley that is given over to pasture and contains a small stream. The valley is defined 
by steep slopes on both sides, and becomes more constricted as it leads east away 
from the coast. The stream meanders through the valley, and its course has doubtless 
been altering continuously – with the potential for erasing archaeological features or 
deposits. The rising main runs only a few metres from the stream, and at the time of 
the site visit was quite boggy, particularly at two points where minor streams flow into 
the valley. These conditions are likely to persist during the period of construction for the 
rising main. 

 

 



 

      

 

3. Archaeological and historical context 
Little is known about the archaeology around Noss Mayo and Newton Ferrers, 
principally because virtually no research has been carried out in the area. To-date, the 
only investigations have been a desk-based assessment of playing fields off 
Parsonage Road, Newton Ferrers (Exeter Archaeology 2000) and a geophysical 
survey of a ditch system at Netton ( David 1980). The distribution map of known sites is 
correspondingly sparse.  

A scattering of prehistoric sites and artefacts have nevertheless been identified in the 
parish, including finds as early as the Mesolithic period (HER Nos. 13494; 14544). 
Several Neolithic or Bronze Age barrows have also been detected, and a cluster of 
such monuments is known around Creacombe (HER Nos. 1748 – a SAM; 50146; 
62552), with isolated examples elsewhere (e.g. Stoke Down; HER No. 13494). The 
geophysical survey at Netton identified a multi-period ditch system, which was 
interpreted as an isolated farmstead with adjacent cultivation plots: although no 
dateable material was recovered from the site, this site is also thought to be of 
prehistoric age. 

HER entries for the parish between the Iron Age and the start of the Norman period are 
extremely rare. The sole occupation site has been identified at Combe Down from 
cropmarks (HER No. 50145) and there is an unprovenanced Roman coin, for which 
both the provenance and significance is unclear. Occupation was presumably 
continuous in the district, but until archaeological finds are made its character will 
remain opaque. 

The parish emerges into history in the Domesday Survey, in which Niwetone was a 
Domesday estate, held by Reginald de Valletorta (formerly Edmer prior to 1066) from 
the count of Mortain. The population is given as 16 villagers and 5 smallholders, plus 
12 slaves. Several other entries for land within the parish can be found in Domesday, 
and these combine to show a settled, agricultural landscape (HER Nos. 19391; 19392). 
A later survey of 1315 describes a similar situation, and Newton Ferrers is listed as a 
borough, with 9 burgesses paying 1s each for their tenements (Beresford and Finberg 
1973, 95). Medieval sites, whilst not abundant, have been identified in the parish, and 
include a grange (monastic farm; HER No. 36094), rabbit warren – a lucrative trade in 
the middle ages (36095) and deer park (36096). 

The pattern of manorial holdings continued into the Post-medieval era, the Revelstoke 
estate being the principal land unit within the study area. Centred on Membland, a 
house existed here at least as early as the 15th century (HER No. 1746). Another 
estate was focused on Gnatton Hall, which again is known to have existed by the 16th 
century (HER No. 15284). Successive ‘mansions’ were built at Membland, the latest 
dating to the earlier 19th century. It was demolished in 1928, at broadly the same time 
as the estate itself was broken up and sold. The farmland through which the rising main 
will be built was a part of this sale, and was bought by the same family which owns it in 
the present day. A cluster of buildings still exist at Membland – a variety of lodges, 
outbuildings and stables – all now converted for housing (HER Nos. 39117 – 39128). 

A little else can be said about the character of the parish in post-medieval times. In 
response to a questionnaire by Daniel Milles during the 18th century (WCSL 1747-62), 
the rector of the parish, John Yonge, commented that he was unaware of any ‘Roman 
remains, standing stones, stone circles, Danish or Saxon encampments. There are no 
religious houses or casteles noted in his response. The agricultural character of the 
landscape persisted: Yonge noted that there was little meadow in the parish, being 
mostly arable or pasture, with wheat barley and oats commonly grown. Polwhele 
(1793-1806, 454) stated that Newton Ferrers was a hilly, well-watered parish, and was 
mostly enclosed arable. 

 



 

      

 

The maritime focus of Newton Ferrers and Noss Mayo is also apparent: a 17th century 
survey lists a significant number of mariners, sailors and fishermen, whilst Milles notes 
the importance of fishing, and of the catching of lobsters and crabs (the latter mostly for 
the London market). Much of the architecture of the two villages dates to this period, 
with 17th to 19th century cottages still widely present. 

Historic maps of the parish as far back as the 18th century were examined for this 
assessment, of which the first detailed survey is the tithe map for Holbeton parish, 
dated 1842 (see Ravenhill and Rowe 2000-2). This survey, and indeed the early series 
of Ordnance Survey maps from the 1890s onwards, show a landscape not greatly 
different from that of the modern day. The field system of the present had broadly been 
established by the time of the tithe, the principal change between then and the 1890s 
being the construction of some new dwellings, including for example Post Office 
Farmhouse (built 1885), close to the line of the rising main near Bridgend (Grade II 
Listed Building; HER No. 39114). The map series throughout the 20th century show few 
alterations of note, and no archaeological features of interest. 



 

      

 

4. Cultural heritage baseline 

The baseline survey within the study area (500m buffer around the proposed sewer 
and options) identifies 36 known cultural heritage interests. These are listed in Table 1 
and shown on Figure 1. 

The map regression exercise and field visit did not identify any additional sites of 
interest.  

The area of pasture through which the rising main will run has been in the hands of 
landowner’s family for three generations. The landowner did not know of any additional 
sites or finds discovered on his property. 

4.1 International designations 

No World Heritage Sites or sites included on the Tentative List of future nominations for 
World Heritage Sites issued by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport are 
situated within the site or its immediate vicinity. 

4.2 National statutory designations 
There are no Scheduled Ancient Monuments within the study area.  

There are 27 Listed Buildings within the study area, spanning the medieval and post-
medieval periods. Virtually all are domestic buildings, with a particular emphasis on 17th 
to 19th century cottages. 

4.3 Non-statutory designations 

The Regional Heritage Environment Record (HER) contains information on 9 non-
statutory sites of cultural heritage interest within the study area. Six of these entries 
relate to structures, one to the Domesday Survey, one to a church plate, and one to a 
Roman coin: the circumstances of this latter find, and its significance, are unknown. 

Table 1. Cultural Heritage sites within the study area 

ID NGR Period Summary Status 

15230 SX55024813 Medieval Parish church of the former parish of 
Newton Ferrers, now Newton and 
Noss, dedicated to the Holy Cross. 
Mainly 15th century with 13th century 
chancel 

Listed Building 

19390 SX549-480- Medieval Domesday entry for Newton Ferrers 
(Niwetona)  

None 

36091 SX54874795 Medieval An ancient stone, probably the socket 
stone of a cross 

None 

39096 SX54864775 Medieval No 50 and 51 (Voss Cottage) Listed Building 

39097 SX54904773 Modern No 54, Noss Mayo Listed Building 

39098 SX54764755 Modern No 36, Noss Mayo Listed Building 

39099 SX54764765 Medieval Cottage Listed Building 

39100 SX54834755 Medieval The Cottage Listed Building 

39101 SX54764756 Medieval Cottage; No 22 Noss Mayo Listed Building 

39102 SX54764754 Modern Village hall Listed Building 

39103 SX54664789 Medieval Vine Cottage Listed Building 
39104 SX54764791 Medieval Rock Cottage Listed Building 

39106 SX54964814 Modern Court Farmhouse Listed Building 



 

      

 

ID NGR Period Summary Status 

39109 SX550-481- Modern Two tomb chests and railings 
immediately north of Church of the Holy 
Cross 

Listed Building 

39110 SX550-481- Modern Churchyard gateway approx 20m south 
west of church of St. Peter 

None 

39111 SX550-481- Modern Lych gate 40m SSE of Church of St. 
Peter 

Listed Building 

39114 SX55604822 Modern Post Office Farmhouse, formerly part of 
the Revelstoke Estate. Dated 1885 

Listed Building 

39115 SX556-482- Modern Barn, shippen and cartshed, 80m SW 
of Post Office Farmhouse 

Listed Building 

39116 SX55604822 Medieval Barnicott Farmhouse Listed Building 

39117 SX55444798 Medieval Quay Cottage and adjoining cottage to 
SW 

Listed Building 

39118 SX55384794 Modern Limekiln immediately south of Bridge 
End quay 

Listed Building 

39122 SX56864810 Modern Former forge, now domestic houses: 
The Bellows, The Forge, Baytree 
Cottage and Oak Cottage. 

Listed Building 

39123 SX56854805 Modern Former generating station. Now 
Membland Garden Cottage including 
outbuilding adjoining north west and 
garden walls to north and north west. 

Listed Building 

39124 SX56544820 Modern Membland Villa. Listed Building 

39125 SX56484820 Modern Former Revelstoke Estate gas works. Listed Building 

39126 SX56304821 Modern Former laundry: now a house named 
Lone Pine. 

Listed Building 

39133 SX55054796 Medieval Derry's Cottage Listed Building 

43893 SX55024813 Medieval Paten (church plate), 8oz.1724 None 

45418 SX54994775 Modern Parish church Listed Building 

45419 SX54904775 Modern Inn None 

45420 SX54854759 Modern Chapel None 

45421 SX54774769 Modern Inn None 

45446 SX55354791 Modern Blacksmith’s workshop None 

62456 SX549-477- Modern Lych-gate approximately 40m SSE of 
church of St Peter 

Listed Building 

62457 SX549-477- Modern Churchyard gateway approximately 
20m SSE of Church of St Peter 

Listed Building 

62458 SX55--48-- Roman A large brass coin of Nero found in this 
parish; location and circumstances 
unknown 

None 

 

 

 

 



 

      

 

5. Description of development 
The construction of the rising main takes place within pasture for 950m of its route, and 
within the river corridor for approximately 550m. 

In both areas the extent of ground disturbance is limited. Within the pasture zone the 
topsoil will be stripped for a width of 2m, for a length of c.100m. This ground will then 
be excavated down to a maximum depth of 2.5m, the pipe laid, and then the soil 
reinstated. The process is then repeated. 

Within the river corridor, ecological constraints require a different methodology and a 
minimum of ground disturbance. A narrow trench will be excavated down to the depth 
required, the pipe inserted and then the ground reinstated. Work is restricted to periods 
of low tide, and no part of the trench may be left open when inundated by the tide. For 
this reason progress will be limited to 40m or less per day. 

 



 

      

 

6. Recommendations 
The assessment above indicates that there has been human activity within the locality 
since Mesolithic times, though of unknown extent until the medieval period. However, 
known sites are sparse and there are no obvious locations along the route of the rising 
main upon which archaeological investigation could focus. 

Despite the limitations of the data, the potential for archaeological remains can be 
considered to be fairly low. Moreover, along the route of the pipe the walkover did not 
identify any archaeological sites – including within the intertidal zone where preserved 
features would have been of particular interest.  

Even if buried features were present within the pipe easement in the river corridor, a 
watching brief here would not be a profitable exercise. The pipe easement will be very 
narrow, and backfilling must be almost immediate in order to have the trench reinstated 
before the next tide. Opportunities for observation would be limited. 

A watching brief would be possible within the pasture zone, but the potential for sites 
here is low. 

As a result of these considerations, no further archaeological work is 
recommended for this project.    
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Figure 1. Location of sites of cultural heritage interest within the study area 



 

      

 

Figure 2. Excerpt from Donn’s Map of the county of Devon (1765) 

 



 

      

 

Figure 3. Ordnance Survey 1st edition, 1896 

 



 

      

 

Figure 4. View from Bridgend westwards towards Noss Mayo 
The rising main will be constructed along the foreshore as far as the pumping station (the riverside structure in the centre-right of this 
photograph) 

 



 

      

 

Figure 5. View west from NGR 256025, 48375 
This landscape is typical of the pasture farmland in which the rising main will be built. Its course is already marked out by the muddy 
corridor created by vehicle tracks. The stream lies immediately to the south, obscured by hedge and trees  

 


