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1.0 Executive Summary 
This report describes a four week excavation carried out by GUARD in the summer of 2001 on behalf of 
Historic Scotland at the site of Hilton of Cadboll Chapel, Ross and Cromarty.  The work was jointly 
funded by Historic Scotland, the National Museum of Scotland, Ross and Cromarty Enterprise and 
Highland Council.  The excavation examined the setting and context of the broken stump of the Hilton of 
Cadboll cross-slab and enabled it to be lifted for conservation and study.  Both sides of the stump were 
found to be carved, unlike the rest of the Hilton stone which stands in the National Museum of Scotland 
and is carved on one side only. Two settings for the cross-slab were revealed near the west end of the 
ruined chapel and in addition the stump proved to have been broken at the bottom as well as at the top.  
This evidence, suggests that the stone had been set up at least twice and the recarving of the bottom side 
tenons suggested that there had been a third earlier, setting.  Large quantities of carved chippings were 
retrieved, the result of the stone having been re-carved to create a burial monument in the seventeenth 
century.  The locations of the fragments were carefully recorded to help reconstruct the original (lost) face 
of the cross.  Information on the excavation and on the post-excavation work as it develops can be found 
at www.guard.arts.gla.ac.uk/1078/. 

Summary of the excavation phasing: 
 

• The earliest excavated layer of sand pre-dated the stone settings and therefore is thought to date 
to before the carving of the Hilton stone in the ninth century. 

• The earlier of the settings for the Hilton stone and a possible stone enclosure wall may date to 
between the ninth and the twelfth centuries. 

• The later setting, in which the stump was found, possibly pre-dates the building of a small chapel 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. A cemetery surrounded by an oval-shaped enclosure wall possibly 
also dates to the Medieval period, between the twelfth and the sixteenth centuries.  

• By the seventeenth century the chapel was out of use and a shed had been built up against its west 
gable. An attempt was made to dig up the Hilton stone and when this was unsuccessful, the stone 
was felled and one side defaced for use as a grave stone.  

• In the more recent centuries the chapel walls suffered from collapse and robbing and a 
rectangular enclosure was built around the site.  

 

2.0 Introduction 
The impetus for the GUARD excavation at Hilton of Cadboll was provided by the results of earlier 
excavations on the site, conducted in 1998 and February 2001 by Kirkdale Archaeology, which identified 
the position of the stump and retrieved a considerable number of carved fragments.  These latter were 
identified as pieces from the now defaced cross-face of the Hilton of Cadboll Pictish cross-slab.  The four 
week long excavations duly took place in August and September 2001 and were directed for GUARD by 
Heather James.  Simultaneously, an independent study of the social context of the stone, closely involving 
the local community of Hilton, was undertaken by Dr Siân Jones of Manchester University, sponsored by 
Historic Scotland.  This study will give rise to a separate report to be published elsewhere. 
 

3.0 Site Location 
The Hilton of Cadboll Chapel is located on the east coast of the Tarbat peninsula, Easter Ross, NGR 
8731 7687 (Figure 1).  The chapel stands about 100 m north of the village of Hilton and 150 m from the 
sea.  The turf-covered remains of the rectangular chapel measure about 12 m by 6.5 m, with a semi-
circular shaped bank attached to the west gable.  The chapel sits on a slight mound, enclosed by an oval 
bank which is within a rectangular bank (Figure 2b).  The site is about 7 m AOD and is overlooked on the 
north and west side by a raised beach, the top of which is about 22 m AOD and creates  a  natural 
amphitheatre  within  an area of windblown  sand  and  dunes.  The 
 
 
 



 
 

 
6 
 

 
 

Plate 1: 

Hilton of Cadboll Stone back face  
(© Trustees of the National Museum of Scotland). 
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Plate 2: 

Defaced cross-face  of the Hilton of Cadboll Stone. 
(© Trustees of the National Museum of Scotland). 



 
 

 
8 
 

chapel, mentioned in 1610 (Watson 1904) and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, came into the care of The 
Scottish Ministers in 1978 and is also a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  The bedrock is Middle Old Red 
Sandstone (British Geological Survey). 
 

4.0 Archaeological and Historical Background 
The Hilton of Cadboll cross-slab (Plate 1), currently on display in the National Museums of Scotland, is a 
Pictish sculpture dated to about AD 800.  As displayed, the bottom half of the bottom panel of the cross-
slab is missing and one side, the original cross-face (the front face) is completely defaced.  The surviving 
side (the original back-face) depicts a hunting scene featuring a woman riding side saddle with mirror and 
comb symbols nearby, along with several other Pictish symbols including a crescent and V-rod, a double 
disc and a double disc and Z-rod.  These are all framed by a border of vine scroll ornament inhabited by 
birds.  The other side, which probably had a cross as its central feature, has been defaced to allow a 
memorial to Alexander Duff and his three wives to be carved in 1676 (Plate 2).  The cross-slab was 
apparently still standing near to the ruins of the chapel in the late-eighteenth century (Cordiner 1780 and 
Carver 1998, 7), and in 1856 it was described as sitting in a shed ‘the wall of which is believed to form part 
of an ancient chapel’ (Stuart 1856).  This information appears to be borne out by the 1st edition OS map, 
which indicates the stone by the legend, located near the west gable of the chapel, ‘site of standing stone 
(sculptured)’ (OS 1872 Cromartyshire, Sheet LV).  The stone was then removed to Invergordon Castle in 
the mid-nineteenth century (precise date unknown) where it stood for some years before it was donated to 
the British Museum in 1921.  Considerable local and national pressure resulted in its return to Scotland 
and it has been in the National Museum of Scotland since 1921.  Recent geological investigation using 
thin-sections has identified the parent geology of the stone as belonging to the Old Red Sandstone series 
with unusual iron blebs (bubbles), (pers comm Nigel Ruckley). 
Interest in the cross-slab and the chapel site heightened when a local attempt was made to have the cross-
slab returned to the village in 1994.  This was unsuccessful, but was followed by an archaeological 
assessment and project design undertaken by Martin Carver of the University of York in 1998, 
commissioned by Tain and Easter Ross Civic Trust, Highland Regional Council and Glenmorangie 
Distillery.  The aims of this assessment were to examine how the site might be investigated and its 
archaeological potential developed.  The report included a proposal to erect a replica of the stone on the 
site (Carver 1998). 

In 1998 Historic Scotland funded a three-day trial excavation to verify the location of the stone setting 
(Kirkdale Archaeology 1998).  A 6 m2 trench was located to the west of the chapel and about 40 carved 
fragments were retrieved, which were interpreted as the debris from the defaced side of the cross-slab.  
These fragments indicate that the Pictish stone was re-carved at this location in the seventeenth century.  
The cross-base was not located, but a vaulting rib and mortar fragments, probably from the construction 
of the chapel, were noted.  Rubble deposits were interpreted as a nineteenth century dump, perhaps the 
remains of the ‘shed’ noted by Stuart (1856). 

In January 2001, Kirkdale Archaeology returned to Hilton for a three week excavation, which aimed to 
retrieve the remaining fragments, which the earlier excavations suggested lay in a discrete and superficial 
context just beneath the turf (Kirkdale Archaeology 2001).    In total, an area 38 m2 was uncovered.  After 
topsoil stripping, the site was laid out with a grid and excavated in 0.5 m squares; the locations of the 
carved fragments were identified with unique numbers linked to the squares.  It was hoped that this might 
aid in reconstructing the decoration.  Not all squares within the trench were excavated completely to the 
bottom of the debris layer, as efforts were concentrated on squares which were producing carved 
fragments and thus on the principal aim of the project.  

During the course of this work the stump of the Hilton stone was discovered in situ.  The stump measured 
1.40 m by 0.21 m, but its depth was not revealed at this time.  A cut around the west side of the stump 
was filled with carved debris.  A total of 740 certainly carved and 122 possibly carved fragments were 
retrieved.  The spread of carved fragments was concentrated in an area about 3 m by 3.5 m to the east of 
the stump.  However, the westward extent of the debris was not investigated fully at this time.  

The decorated fragments included depictions of human feet, two serpents heads and some examples of 
key pattern, interlace and bosses.  A fragment of a second cross was also identified because it was made 
from a different type of stone.  At the conclusion of the excavation, the stump of the Hilton stone was 
left in the ground, protected by bubble wrap and sand.  
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5.0 Aims and Objectives 
Later in 2001 GUARD were commissioned by Historic Scotland and its partners to undertake further 
excavations at the west end of the chapel.  The first archaeological aim of the project was to recover as 
many remaining fragments of the sculptured stone as possible.  Secondly, it was hoped to recover 
information about the stone’s context, its relationship to the chapel and when it was erected in this 
position.  Thirdly, the work was designed to provide Historic Scotland with sufficient information to allow 
a decision to be made about whether or not to attempt to recover the stump.  Evidence for any surface 
treatments, such as paint, were to be looked for. It was also intended that any new information should be 
fully integrated with ongoing art-historical work being undertaken by Dr Isabel Henderson and Ian Scott. 

The initial fieldwork objectives were to excavate a sufficient area to recover the remaining carved 
fragments of the stone and to investigate the full extent and nature of the scatter horizon.  A further 
objective was to investigate the stratigraphic relationship between the cross-slab, the scatter horizon and 
the chapel.  The final objective of the fieldwork was to return the excavated area to its pre-excavation 
appearance.  
 

6.0 Methodology 
6.1  Topographic Survey 
A detailed topographic survey of the fenced area in state care was carried out, using an electronic total 
station.  The data was downloaded into SurvPro for production of a contour plan at a suitable scale with a 
contour interval of 0.10 m (Figure 2a).  This is the most detailed contour survey yet conducted at the site 
and will allow a surface model to be created in ArcView GIS which will be mounted on the web site. 
 
6.2  Excavation 
The original plan was to excavate an area 100 m2, centred on the stone stump and using the Kirkdale site 
grid, but in the event the final trench measured 88.5 m2.  The extent of the excavation area was to extend 
in plan at least 1 m beyond the piece of carved fragment retrieved furthest from the stump and in depth to 
the bottom of the deposit containing the carved debris.  In addition a 1 m wide trench was excavated in 
order to examine the relationships between the debris horizon, the chapel wall, the stump and the 
enclosure bank.  

Initially an area about 8 m by 8 m was stripped of topsoil, as it was not certain in which direction the 
debris would extend.  After de-turfing and removal of the packing around the stump, the surface was 
cleaned so that the areas of earlier excavations, which were deeper in the vicinity of the stump, could be 
identified.  All excavation was done by hand and all soil from the debris layer and above was sieved.  The 
trench was then extended to the north, west and south as carved fragments were retrieved.   

The technique used by Kirkdale, of excavating within 0.5 m squares, was modified to excavating within 1 
m squares, but the positions of the carved pieces were still recorded within the 0.5 m squares.  This was 
because it quickly became apparent that the archaeology was more complex than had been originally 
thought and it was hoped that a slightly more ‘open plan’ technique would enable the deposits to be 
excavated stratigraphically.  Despite the previous work, the complexity of the site proved to have been 
underestimated, as numerous structures, including an earlier setting for the stone and a Medieval 
graveyard, were revealed.  In order to allow the maximum time to evaluate whether or not the stump 
should be lifted, excavation around the stump proceeded out of stratigraphic sequence. 

Carved fragments over 0.1 m long were given a unique finds number which included the 0.5 m grid square 
number and a finds number for each square.  All other carved fragments, per 0.5 m square, were bagged 
and given a group finds number.  Many of the large pieces were photographed in-situ. 

Soil samples were taken of 10 contexts which appeared to contain charcoal or to have the potential to 
produce environmental evidence. 

A database was used on site to record information about the carved fragments, including their location, a 
digital photograph of each sizable piece (>0.1 m) and other contextual data.  

Six burials were encountered and the decision was taken not to excavate human graves unless they fell 
within the area where the relationships between the chapel, stump and outer enclosure were being 
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investigated. Skeleton 1 was recorded in-situ and lifted.  Skeleton 2 was not fully revealed or lifted.  
Skeletons 3 and 4 and some disarticulated bone were recorded and lifted.  Skeletons 5 and 6 were not 
lifted.  It is intended to use some sample material from Skeletons 1, 3 and 4 for radiocarbon dating, the 
remains thereafter to be returned to Hilton for re-burial.  
 
6.3 Luminescence Sampling 
Sediment samples were collected and environmental gamma radiation measurements recorded to assess 
the feasibility of luminescence dating.  Eight small soil samples from two profiles and four larger bulk soil 
samples were collected by Iona Anthony (SURRC).  The profile samples were collected to enable an 
assessment of luminescence characteristics prior to OSL dating.  
 
6.3.1  Profiling 

Two sets of profiling samples were collected from stratigraphically significant deposits associated with the 
collar stone and the setting for the cross-slab.  The soil samples were collected in 1-cm plastic tubing and 
protected from light exposure. 
 
Profile 1 

Five bottom-to-top samples were collected from the deposits revealed in section to the west of the stump. 
 
Profile No Context 

1-1 (023) 
1-2 (016) 
1-3 (019) 
1-4 (030) 
1-5 (007) 
 
Profile 2 

Three bottom-to-top profile samples were collected from deposits below the broken collar stone (032) 
situated to the north of the main section. 
 
Profile No Context 

2-1 (042) 0.15 m below collar stone 032 
2-2 (042) 0.10 m below collar stone 032 
2-3 (002) 0.05 m below collar stone 032 
 
6.3.2 Bulk OSL Samples 

Bulk OSL samples were collected from 4 locations.  All samples were collected using 15-20 cm lengths of 
copper tubing and protected from light exposure. 
 
OSL No Context 

1 (042) 
2 (016) 
3 (019) 
4 (007) 
 
6.3.3 Gamma Dosimetry Measurements 

Gamma dosimetry readings were measured using a 1” NaI detector linked to a Rainbow 1-7010 
spectrometer.  Readings were taken over a five or ten minute period in a 4π geometry. 
 
Reading No Context Associated Samples Counting Time (s) Dose Rate  
    (mGya-1) 

HCAD-1 (042) Profile 2 600 0.199±0.01 
HCAD-2 (042) OSL1 600 0.284±0.01 
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HCAD-3 (019) OSL3, P1-3, P1-4 300 0.302±0.02 
HCAD-4 (007) OSL4, P1-5 300 0.621±0.03 
HCAD-5 (023) OSL2, P1-1, P1-2 300 0.226±0.01 
 
In addition, GUARD personnel collected two small samples of carved fragments from the deposit of 
carved fragments (011) placing them immediately into a light-proof bag (Samples 12 and 13).  Three 
further profile samples were taken from the deposit beneath the collar stone (052), (Samples 14, 15, and 
16), at a point in the excavation when it was thought that this represented a stratified deposit beneath 052, 
rather than the sand infill between the stone 070 and the blocks 072. 
 
6.4 Soils 
All deposits encountered were assessed by a soil scientist and two areas were identified from the collection 
of samples for further analysis.  The samples were extracted in order to investigate the soil composition 
and to identify fine or unusual inclusions around the stone setting.  This information should be valuable in 
discerning activities that have occurred at the site.  The soil sampling programme was also designed to 
assess the stratigraphic integrity of the OSL samples.  
 
Profile 1 (Figure 4) 

The area to the west of the stump (008) was relatively complex and produced the deepest deposit profile 
during the excavation.  A number of different distinguishable layers were observed in the field and here 
six samples of soil in kubiena tins were extracted from the south-facing section (contexts 002, 007, 019, 
026, 023 and 016). 
 
Profile 2  

Samples were taken from deposits (002) and (042) sealed beneath the broken collar stone (032).  Two 
samples were selected to correspond to the deposits from which the OSL dating samples were taken. 

In addition, small sub-samples were extracted at the positions of the OSL samples locations, intended for 
use in particle size analysis.  This method of accurately measuring the precise components, furnishes a 
wide range of useful information on cultural and non-cultural formation processes (Bullard 1970).  
Different formation processes affect the quantities of the various sediment size groups and this relatively 
inexpensive method of analysis will assist in the quantification of depositional history of the OSL samples, 
therefore increasing the validity of the results. 
 
6.5  Detection of Paint 
Samples of the carved chippings were taken with the intention of testing for the presence of a surface 
paint or pigment using SEM surface analysis in Glasgow as part of the post-excavation work.   
 
6.6 Database 
A relational database has been created.  This brings together information on the sculptured stones, the 
chemical and digital photographs, the small finds, the drawings and contextual data.  This was begun 
during the excavation period and is being further developed and will serve both as an excavation record 
and as an aid to the reconstruction work. 
 

7.0 Results 
These excavations enabled the broken stump to be lifted for conservation.  Also, 1,134 pieces of sculpted 
and 1,246 unsculpted stones were retrieved.  Two settings for the cross-slab were revealed and the 
existence of a cemetery was confirmed.  At least five distinct phases were identified which have been 
dated provisionally from before the ninth century to the present day.  As these dates are provisional the 
following description is by theme rather than by phase.  A composite plan of the site shows the main 
features exposed around the setting of the cross-slab (Figure 3).  The general view of the site shows the 
relationship of the excavation to the chapel, the west gable of which forms the mound in the top right of 
the photograph (Plate 3). 
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Turf and Topsoil 

Turf and topsoil (001) up to 0.2 m deep overlay mid brown sand with angular rubble (002) c 0.15 m deep 
which included several sculptured fragments.  In the vicinity of the stump, these layers had already been 
removed during the previous excavations and therefore do not appear in the section (Figure 4).  
 
Surface of Flat Slabs 

In the SW corner of the trench, immediately beneath layers 001 and 002, were numerous large, flat blocks 
of stone, some of which were aligned SW-NE (context 013) at a right angle to the enclosure wall (018).  
At least one large carved fragment bearing a serpents head had been used to level up one of these stones 
(Plate 12).  Judging from their orientation, which is aligned with nearby burials, these are likely to cover 
graves.  
 

 
 

Plate 3: 

General view of the excavation. 
 
 

Enclosure Wall  

Excavation of the turf-covered enclosure bank to the west revealed a drystone facing wall (018) 
constructed of flat slabs and standing up to three courses high (c 0.2 m).  The core of the wall consisted of 
earth, rubble and midden material (036 and 038).  What appeared to be tumble (035) lay to the east of the 
face of wall 018, but may have been part of the wall foundation. 
 
Clay Bonded Wall and Bank of Debris 

The semi-circular shaped bank abutting the west end of the chapel was examined on the east side of the 
trench.  A clay-bonded wall (005) was parallel to the chapel wall (014) and 3 m from it.  The north and 
south sides of the clay-bonded wall were not fully investigated, and only the one line of bank could be 
clearly seen.  However it was thought possible that it had formed a rectangular shaped annex to the 
chapel.  The wall survived as a low bank of orange/brown clay with angular stones c 0.4 m wide with a 
fragmentary foundation of flat stones (066). 

Beneath this wall, debris lying up against the chapel wall consisted of predominantly angular stones with a 
little clay (015 and 037).  This debris overlay another layer of orange clay and stones (027) and a grey 
mortar surface (033), which sealed a clay tobacco pipe fragment (SF 65), Post-medieval pottery and nails 
(Figure 4). 

The bank of stone debris (015 and 037) was further investigated in two areas.  One area was within the 1 
m wide trench between the stump and the chapel (Figure 4) and the other was in a test trench 2 m to the 
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north.  In both these areas the stone debris (015) overlay larger tumbled sandstone blocks (020) which 
were thought to be from the collapse of the chapel walls.  A layer of small tumble and dark soil (049) 
immediately west of the clay-bonded wall 005, was probably earlier tumble beneath the debris layer 007 
(Figure 4).  This layer (049) contained carved fragments.  Within the north trench the foundation (066) 
overlay sand layers 060 and 062.  Within both of the above trenches there were no carved fragments in the 
layers of sand and stones either beneath or to the east of the wall 005 (043 and 045) or within the tumbled 
sandstones 020 and so it thought unlikely that the tumble from the chapel sealed further carved fragments.  
 
Horizon of Carved Fragments 

The level at which the carved fragments were concentrated was a layer of mid brown sand with numerous 
angular stones (007) which extended from the enclosure wall (018) in the west, to the clay-bonded wall 
(005) in the east.  It ran under the flat stones (013) and extended about 4 m north of the stump.  This 
horizon had been examined during the earlier excavations in the vicinity of the stump.  
 
Deposits Beneath the Horizon of Carved Fragments 

The deposits pre-dating the layer containing carved fragments was only investigated in the 1 m wide 
trench which ran from the outer enclosure wall through the setting of the stump to the chapel wall.  
Immediately east of the stump (008) beneath 007 was a thin layer of mid brown sandy loam with 
periwinkles and some shelly mortar (006), which overlay a thin layer of compacted weathered yellow and 
red sandstone (030).  This lay over a thin layer of mid brown sand (047), which contained several sherds 
of noticeably unabraded Medieval pottery.  The full extent of 030 and 047 to the east was not investigated.   

To the west of the stump a less compacted horizon of smaller sandstone fragments (030) continued 
beneath 007, but stopped short of the enclosure wall 018.  This horizon lay a layer of brown sand (019), 
which contained charcoal and Medieval pottery.  

Beneath the layer of brown sand (019 and 034), the earliest deposits encountered within this narrow 
trench, consisted of mottled orange and dark brown sand which contained some charcoal fragments, 
numbered 026 in the section and 042 at the northern edge of the trench.  Beneath 042 the sand became 
lighter in colour, but still included orange mottles (041).  To the north-east of the stump the lowest layer 
excavated was a mottled sand (061). 

South of the baulk, layer 026 sealed a tumble of angular red sandstones, at least one of which was dressed 
(031).  This tumble of stones extended about 1 m wide, but the depth was not fully investigated.  They 
crossed the trench from N to S.  The sand beneath these stones (023) was very similar to 26, with orange 
mottles and there was evidence of rabbit burrows.  
 
Burials  

Two burials were seen to the west of the stump.  Skeleton 1 (024) was aligned south-west/north–east and 
was completely excavated.  It lay in a grave cut (039) dug through the surface 019 and the grave fill (040) 
contained Medieval pottery.  To the north the head of another burial (Skeleton 2, 081) was revealed at the 
same level as Skeleton 1.  This was not excavated, but appeared to be lying parallel to Skeleton 1.  Two 
north-south burials, within the same grave (064 and fill 051), were excavated just west of the chapel 
(Skeletons 3 and 4).  These burials contained pottery and a stone with a curious clear glazed surface 
(SF195).  Two east-west burials were partly revealed in the vicinity of west end of the chapel, but were not 
excavated.  Skeleton 5 (grave fill 074) was overlain by the rubble 020 thought to represent collapse from 
the chapel while Skeleton 6 (grave fill 075) was sealed by layer 007.  In the south part of the trench, 
beneath 013, a skull was found lying upside down with some vertebrae protruding upwards and a jaw lay 
nearby, indicating the presence of disturbed burials within layer 019.  As layer 007 was excavated, two 
groups of discarticulated human bones (065 and 025) were revealed 1.0 m to the SE of the stump.  
 
The Chapel 

The exterior face of the chapel wall (014) was examined to determine the depth and nature of the 
foundations.  Beneath the deposits of collapsed rubble and beneath Skeletons 3 and 4 was a deposit of 
shelly mortar and brown sand (050) which contained Medieval pottery and overlay a surface of dark 
brown sand (069).  This dark brown sand had been cut for the foundation of the chapel wall (068) which 
could be seen about 0.4 m to the west of the face.  Here the foundations consisted of a massive sandstone  
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block 0.3 m high and at least 1 m long, which extended across the width of the trench.  The basal stone 
projected slightly (0.06 m) beyond the dressed face of the chapel wall, which still stands five courses high.  
The upper 0.4 m of the wall had lost its dressed face and the mortar and rubble core was revealed.  The 
wall stood on angular stones which were not fully revealed (080).  The fill of the foundation was a dark 
brown sand (067), which unfortunately did not contain any dating evidence. 

Layer 069 formed a level surface extending about 4.0 m from the chapel wall.  Time constraints did not 
allow the further excavation of layer 069 but it was thought from a very limited examination of the eastern 
extent of layer 030 that it did continue beneath 069.  If correct, this relationship would indicate that the 
setting of the stone (052) was earlier than the building of the chapel, but this can only be confirmed with 
further excavations.  
 
The Stump  

The stump itself was aligned north-south, 6 m from, but not quite parallel to the chapel wall (Figure 3).  
The stump measured 1.4 m wide, c 0.2 m thick and was c 0.85 m high.  The carving on the east side 
matched the bottom panel of the Hilton Stone, with c 0.2 m missing (Plate 4).  The west side depicted 
what is thought to be a stepped cross-base with diagonal key-patterning and large bosses with seemingly 
blank panels on either side.  The upper side panels depicted well preserved hind quarters of interwoven 
‘beasts’ (Plate 5).  When the top of the stump was exposed in February 2001, and as each face was 
exposed, fragments of carving which had peeled away from the face and were lying vertically close to the 
stump, became visible.  These were photographed in-situ, drawn and numbered so that they could be 
reconstructed.   

The east side of the stump has a fairly flat top, which may have been cut, but on the west side the upper 
part of the stone has sheared off  from the stump.  This sandstone contains several, naturally occurring 
iron blebs, which weaken the structure of the stone and one of these was noted on the top of the stone 
where it had broken.  This was not the first time the stone had broken as the basal tenon for the stump 
had also broken, leaving the bottom of the stump uneven and the cross-base panel incomplete.  There 
were smaller tenons protruding c 0.05 m from each side of the stump.  The bottom part of these tenons 
had been cut away on both sides indicating that re-carving of the bottom of the slab had been required for 
resetting the stone, perhaps after it had fallen for the first time (Plate 6).  
 

 
 

Plate 4: 

The  back face of the stump (by kind permission of Barry Grove). 
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Plate 5: 

The cross- face of the stump (by kind permission of Barry Grove). 
 

The decorated panels are not level on both sides (pers comm Ross Trench-Jellicoe).  The bottom of the 
cross-base decoration extends further down the stump than the bottom of the vine scroll and birds on the 
other side, and yet there were rough laying out lines below the vine scroll as if it had been the original 
intention to extend the decoration further (Plate 7). 
 
Pit Containing Fragments 

The previous excavations around the stump had identified a pit-cut (009) to the west of the stump, which 
was interpreted as an attempt to remove the cross-slab.  After this putative attempt failed the cross was 
felled and prepared for re-use as a grave slab and the pit was backfilled with fragments (Kirkdale 2001, 5).  

The pit-cut (012) had steeply sloping sides and was cut from the surface of 030, which underlay 007 and 
through 019 (Figure 4).  The primary fill of this cut was a layer of mid brown sand up to 0.15 m deep 
(016), which was very similar in appearance to layer 019.  Layer 016 contained pottery, bone and there 
were two carved fragments within its surface.  Above the primary fill was a densely packed layer of carved 
and uncarved fragments (011) the upper 0.3 m of which consisted largely of sandstone blocks as well as 
mammal bone and 1 sherd of pottery.  The carved fragments were randomly disposed within the pit fill 
(Plate 8). 
 
The Stone Settings  

The stump was set into re-deposited sand (023) the edges of which were not revealed within the limited 
excavation area.  On the east side the stump was supported by a thin slab and then two large red 
sandstone blocks.  The largest of these measured c 1.0 m long, 0.35 m high and 0.35 m wide (070).  On the 
west side the stone was packed with two large slabs (010), smaller vertical slabs (029) and sterile grey sand 
(028).  The largest of the packing slabs (010) was 1.2 m wide, 0.65 m high and 0.08 thick.  This setting 
obscured the bottom part of the stone, indicating that this was not the original setting.  On the north side 
of the stump there were three large vertically set packing stones (073) and two layers of flat slabs (017 
above 053).  The stone has clearly been re-erected, rather crudely, within a large pit and packed with slabs 
and sand. 

An earlier setting for the cross-slab was found 0.40 m to the east of the stump (008) (Figures 3 and 4, and 
Plate 9).  Evidence for this setting consisted of a large, broken slab (052), which measured 1.95 m long, c 
0.15 m thick, which may be a broken collar stone or part of a composite setting.  The slab was sealed by a 
layer of sand (047) which contained Medieval pottery.  The inner edge had been dressed and had 
indentations for holding a cross-slab.  This stone was not lifted.  
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Plate 6: 

Side tenon of stump. 
 
 
 

 
 

Plate 7: 

Setting out marks on the back face of the stump. 
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When the large packing block (070) was removed from the pit and the vertical sand face beneath (052) 
was cleaned, four large sandstone blocks (072) were seen beneath the collar slab.  These could have 
provided support for the cross-slab.  A dressed stone recovered from beneath the south end of the collar 
stone may have been part of the original tenon (071, not illustrated).  There was a space between the top 
of the support stones (072) and the collar stone (052) which was partly filled with a layer of dark orange, 
concreted sand (iron pan), indicating that percolation of water had taken place over some considerable 
time.  

Another broken slab (032) was found about 4 m to the north-west, close to the surface beneath the 
topsoil and turf (001 and 002), lying flat on a thin layer of sand similar to 022 and the sand 042.  There 
was clear evidence, in the form of an oval-shaped area of damage, that the stone had received a hefty blow 
that had broken it in two (Plate 10).  One half of this collar stone was lifted in order to inspect the 
underside and to take samples from beneath the stone for OSL dating.  Because of the weight of these 
stones, no attempt was made to try and fit this stone with the other collar stone (052) and so it is not clear 
if they are part of the same stone or from different settings. 

There were other stones lying parallel with the collar stone (052) which looked as if they had once been 
set vertically, but had since collapsed slightly (056 and 057).  A small red sandstone fragment with an 
incised cross (SF 226) was found just north of one of these stones 056, which presumably represents a 
grave marker.  Between the collar stone (052) and the chapel wall (014) there were flat slabs (055 and 078) 
lying at right angles to the collar stone (052).  These stones were not excavated, but are interpreted as 
grave covers.  A large angular boulder (079) sat higher than the grave covers and is probably tumble.  Just 
north of these were two small upright stones  (054),  0.8 m apart;  one protruded 0.23 m above the surface 
of a mid brown sand layer (076), the other protruded by 0.28 m.  These may mark another burial.  To the 
east, a layer of weathered yellow sandstone (077) was seen beneath the tumble stones (020), but was not 
investigated further.  To the north-west of these, a broken, possible orthostat (059), again not fully 
excavated, may have been another headstone.  
 
 

 
 

Plate 8: 

Packing stones 010 and pit fill 011 beside the stump 008. 
 
 
The Finds 

A total of 2380 fragments of stone were retrieved from contexts 002, 007, 011, 016, 019, 025 and 042 and 
the majority of these were found within 3 m of the stone.  Of these, 1,134 were decorated and these 
fragments were distinguishable from the unsculpted pieces by the fact that the majority of the original 
sculpted surface had a slight reddish colouration.  It may be significant that those sculpted pieces found 
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just beneath the turf, such as the human figure and animal leg (Plate 13), had no distinctive red colour.  
The full listing of sculptured pieces, illustrated with digital images, has been compiled into a database 
which will be used for post-excavation analysis and retained as part of the site archive. 

A full list of other small finds appears in the appendices (Appendix 11.2).  These included fragments of 
bottle glass and (possibly) window glass, Medieval and Post-medieval pottery, iron objects (mostly nails, 
but also two fish hooks), disarticulated human bone, mammal and fish bone, a clay tobacco pipe fragment, 
a Cu alloy rosette (SF 13), a quern stone (SF 114) and worked flint. 
 
 

 
 

Plate 9: 

Stone setting 070 and collar slab 052. 
 

 
 

Plate 10: 

Collar slab 032. 
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8.0 Conclusions 
Preliminary Observations Based on the Stump  

The retrieval of the stump revealed that it had been broken at the top as well as at the bottom.  Much of 
the original tenon is missing.  The stump has yet to be studied in detail but some provisional observations 
are possible.  Ross Trench-Jellicoe’s observations on the setting-out lines and Barry Grove’s belief that 
that the quality of the carving on either side is different, suggest that two sides were not carved at the 
same time (pers comm Barry Grove & Ross Trench-Jellicoe).  Barry Grove has also suggested that the 
stone may have been erected initially with only the cross side finished, with the intention that the symbol 
side would be completed once the stone was vertical, thus avoiding the need to lay the stone down on the 
already carved cross-face with its highly protruding bosses, which might result in damage.  
 
The Setting of the Cross Slab 

These excavations revealed two settings for the cross-slab..  It cannot be proved whether the earliest of 
these was the original setting for the cross-slab, although this is not improbable. However the re-carved 
side tenons, whether structural or not, do suggest that there were three attemps to erect the stone.  

The earlier of the two excavated settings consisted of a flat collar stone (052), perhaps at ground level, set 
above several large blocks placed on either side of the tenon providing support for the stone.  Water has 
seeped down in the past between the Hilton stone and the collar stone forming the iron rich deposit 
beneath.  There is no evidence on either collar slab for iron pins which would hold the two broken pieces 
together, as seen in the Iona or Kilnave examples of cross-bases and socket stones (Fisher 2001, 54).  

At some point the Hilton stone fell again, breaking the bottom tenon and was re-erected c 0.4 m further 
west.  The massive stones which had once supported the stone on the west side (070) were moved to the 
east side and the stone was set in the ground up against these.  On the west side the stone was supported 
by several large slabs and packed with sand.  The layer of sand (047) sealing the collar stone post dates the 
second setting.  This layer contained freshly broken late Medieval pottery. 

Further evidence for there having been an earlier setting comes from the tenons on the side of the cross-
slab stump, which had been re-carved and yet this re-carving was not required for the setting in which it 
was found.  It is presumed that this re-carving was required for its second setting after it had fallen from 
its first setting. It is possible that these tenons were decorative rather than structural.   Further work 
analysing the size of the collar stones, the stump and how they may have fitted together is needed.  

There may well have been a more complex arrangement to support the cross-slab, perhaps a box, 
constructed of stone slabs.  There were several thin slabs (some of which were dressed) re-used as packing 
slabs in the second setting (010 and 029).  However, no grooves were visible in the flat slabs or collar 
stone (032) to indicate that they were part of a supporting box structure, nor were any corner posts found 
which would have held the box together.  This suggests that not all the structural pieces have been 
retrieved, and many may well have been re-used on the site or have been removed from the site 
altogether.  

Unfortunately, the dates of these two settings can only be roughly dated to between the carving of the 
stone in c AD 800 (Dr Isabel Henderson pers comm) and the late Medieval period.  The OSL profile 
taken through the layers west of the setting, from beneath the discarded collar stone and from beneath the 
in situ collar stone, along with the examination of the Medieval pottery, will help to narrow this range 
down and hopefully distinguish the two events.   

No evidence has been found during these excavations for a subsequent re-setting of the main stone, 
perhaps as Alexander Duff’s grave stone. This evidence would perhaps have taken the form of a large pit 
at the head of a post-medieval grave.  
 
The Fragments of Sculpture 

Dr Isabel Henderson and Ian Scott are using nearly two thousand fragments of decoration to reconstruct  
the missing bottom panel of the symbol side and the cross side of the Hilton stone.  Human elements 
seen in the carved fragments include two possible heads, several feet and one bottom part of a human 
figure and an animal leg (Plate 11);  torsos appear to be under-represented.  Animals present include birds, 
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a serpent (Plate 12) and the floppy-eared beast (Plate 13).  There are also numerous pieces depicting key 
pattern, spirals and interlacing.  
 
 

 
 

Plate 11: 

Human figure and animal leg. 
 

 
 

 
 

 Plate 12:   
Serpents head. 
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Plate 13: 

Floppy eared beast. 
 

The Chapel 

The ruins of the chapel wall were found to stand 0.6 m above its foundations.  It was constructed of 
substantial, roughly dressed, sandstone blocks, with a mortar and rubble core.  No dating evidence was 
retrieved from the foundations and so the chapel remains speculatively dated to between the twelfth and 
fifteenth centuries, with a likelihood towards the earlier date.  The earlier excavations did produce a 
vaulting rib which presumably originated from the chapel and this may prove to be a datable architectural 
fragment (Kirkdale 2001, 7).  A tentative interpretation of the stratigraphy suggests that both settings 
found pre-date the chapel.  This does not however, preclude there being an earlier chapel on the site.  The 
rubble build up surrounding the chapel walls is evidence of the collapse of the chapel, which was 
described as a ruin in the late eighteenth century.  Local information indicates that many of the houses of 
Hilton were built of stones taken from this site.  There is therefore a great possibility that other carved 
stones may be discovered as improvements to these houses are made or rockeries are inspected.  During 
the excavation it became known that the font which had once lain immediately north of the chapel had 
been removed from the site for its own safety and was still kept locally.   

The issue of whether the stone originated on this site or was brought here in the Medieval period has not 
been clarified, but the post-excavation work will hopefully provide some vital dating evidence.   
 
The Cemetery 

Evidence for a cemetery was revealed around the setting of the stone.  Skeletons 1 and 2 were aligned 
south-west/north-east while the chapel was aligned east-west.  There was no evidence for stone cists and 
the burials were unaccompanied by grave goods.  This indicates that the burials were Christian but they 
could be either Medieval or later in date.  In contrast Skeletons 3 and 4 were aligned north-south, parallel 
with the west gable, again not accompanied by grave goods.  They are stratigraphically Post-medieval in 
date.  Skeletons 5 and 6 were not excavated, but were aligned east-west and were stratigraphically earlier 
than Skeletons 3 and 4 and so are probably Medieval in date and presumably contemporary with the use 
of the chapel.  While there were many iron concretions and nails (some with wood attached) found on 
site, the excavated graves did not contain nails and no evidence of coffins was observed.  
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Later History of the Site  

The later history of the site has been investigated in association with these excavations.  The Kirkdale 
suggestion (Kirkdale 2001) that an attempt had been made to dig up the stone prior to its felling and 
defacement in the seventeenth century, still remains likely.  The evidence seems to support the deliberate 
felling of the stone, but more detailed analysis of the top of the stump is required. It seems less likely that 
the stone had already fallen naturally by 1676 as there would then be no need to dig the pit found beside 
the stump.  This pit to the west of the stone was completely excavated and the backfill consisted of 
numerous carved fragments.  The presence of a sand layer beneath this fill contained pottery and bone 
and may be the collapse of the sandy soil, which has been moulded to a uniform compaction by the 
weight of the sculptor standing in the pit while he worked.  Future analysis of the location of the 
fragments and a consideration of the side from which they would have originated, may help to unravel the 
sequence of events relating to the defacing of the stone and aid in its reconstruction.  Detailed 
examination of the documentary evidence may illuminate the story, in particular the first description by 
Cordiner in about 1780.  In later accounts it is said to have ‘stood’ near the ruins of the chapel (NMRS), 
which would imply that it was used on this site as a gravestone and that Alexander Duff was buried here 
rather than at Fearn Abbey.  An examination of the burial ground and a written list of identified burials at 
Fearn Abbey, held inside the abbey, revealed no mention of the Duff name, however there are also several 
illegible grave stones.  

The enclosure was found to consist of an unsubstantial drystone wall with a rubble and midden core, 
which was Post-medieval in date and is depicted on the modern maps, rather than the present rectangular 
fenced enclosure.  The flat stones (013) seen at the level of the bottom of this wall may have been a 
contemporary surface or perhaps a series of grave cover slabs, seen lying at right angles to this wall.  
However, the only burial excavated in this area (Skeleton 1) was covered by three rather random looking 
stones and not by one of these ‘lines’ of stones.  

The clay bonded ‘annexe’ was clearly Post-medieval in date as it lay over the bank of rubble from the 
chapel.  It was presumed that this was the remains of the structure referred to as a shed in the nineteenth 
century (Stuart 1856).  

Unfortunately, apart from the cross-slab and the numerous carved chippings, there were no clearly Pictish 
period artefacts, but these levels may still await excavation beneath the chapel and beneath the mottled 
sand layers.  The presence of a structure or enclosure on the site pre-dating the second stone setting is 
indicated by the presence of dressed stones within the partially excavated, collapsed rubble (031) seen 
beneath Skeleton 1.  
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11.0 Appendices 

11.1 Context List 
Context No Description 

001 Turf & topsoil 
002 Brown sandy soil with stone chips 
003 Fill of 004.  Used in March 2001 not seen in September 2001 
004 N-S linear cut.  Used in March 2001 not seen in September 2001 
005 Clay bonded wall 
006 Mid brown sandy loam, with shelly mortar 
007 Mid brown sand containing carved stone chips 
008 Carved stone stump 
009 See 012.  Used in March 2001 
010 Large packing stone 
011 Rubble with carved chips, secondary fill of 012 
012 Semi-circular pit-cut 
013 Several laid blocks and slabs 
014 Chapel wall, large dressed red and white sandstone blocks and slabs with a white shelly 

mortar 
015 Bank of angular rubble 
016 Mid brown sand, primary fill of 012 
017 Two flat slabs W of the stone 008 
018 Enclosure wall, up to three courses of flat slabs, no mortar 
019 Brown sand with occasional charcoal inclusions 
020 Tumble of large angular slabs and blocks 
021 Mid-brown sand, same as 006 
022 Large rounded and angular stones, part of 031 
023 Yellow sand with brown and orange mottles 
024 Skeleton 1, articulated extended inhumation, 
025 Disarticulated skull fragments and long bones 
026 Orange sand with dark brown patches and decaying sandstone 
027 Bank of orange clay and angular stones 
028 Clean grey sand, packing around stone 008 
029 Upright stones at bottom of 008 
030 Small stones of yellow sandstone 
031 Large, dressed red sandstone blocks 
032 Broken collar stone, yellow sandstone 
033 Grey mortar surface 
034 Same as 019 to north of section 
035 Tumble of large angular stones 
036 Dark brown sand with shell & bone 
037 Bank of small angular stones 
038 Dark brown sand with shell & bone, in south-west corner 
039 Grave cut for Skeleton 1 
040 Mid brown sand, fill of grave from Skeleton 1 
041 White sand with orange mottles and patch of small pebbles 
042 Mid-brown orange sand with sandstone fragments 
043 Dark sand with clay flecks 
044 A lens of clay within 045, not significant 
045 Small stones of red and some yellow sandstone 
046 Dark brown mottled sand with pebbles 
047 Mid brown sand with occasional shells 
048 One of top packing stones around 008 
049 Dark brown sandy layer with carved chips 
050 Shelly mortar and brown sand 
051 Mixed rubble, mid brown sand and mortar, fill of grave 064 
052 Broken collar stone, sandstone  
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11.1 Context List (cont) 
Context No Description 

053 Three flat slabs N of 008 
054 Two small orthostats 
055 Large flat slab at right angle to 008 
056 Long stone parallel with collar stone 052 
057 Long stone in a line with 056 
058 See 074 
059 Broken rectangular stone, possibly an orthostat 
060 Dark brown loamy sand 
061 Mottled sand, with black and dark orange patches 
062 Shell mortar and brown sand 
063 Same context as 051 
064 Grave cut for Skeletons 3 & 4, aligned N-S 
065 Human bones, disturbed 
066 Large stone slab 
067 Loose dark brown sand with small sandstone frags 
068 Cut for chapel wall foundation 
069 Dark brown sand with occasional shells 
070 Large red sandstone block 
071 Sandstone block with dressed edge, part of original tenon 
072 Four sandstone blocks 
073 Four upright slabs 
074 Mid brown loamy sand with angular and rounded stones.  Fill around Skeleton 5 
075 Mid brown loamy sand with mortar flecks.  Fill around Skeleton 6 
076 Mid brown sand 
077 Small yellow sandstones 
078 Large flat slab 
079 Large rectangular boulder 
080 Angular stones beneath chapel wall 
081 Human skull, Skeleton 2 
 
11.2 Small Finds List 
SF No Material Description No of Pieces Context No 

1 Pottery Green glaze 1 002 
2 Pottery White; blue flowers 1 002 
3 Fe Nail 1 002 
4 Pottery - 1 002 
5 Pottery Green glaze 1 002 
6 Pottery - 1 002 
7 Pottery - 1 002 
8 Fe Nail 1 002 
9 Bone Human tooth 1 002 
10 Pottery - 1 002 
11 Fe Nail 1 002 
12 Bone Mammal 1 007 
13 Cu alloy Rosette 1 007 
14 Pottery Tile? 1 006 
15 Cu alloy Pin 1 007 
16 Fe Obj 1 006 
17 Fe Obj 1 007 
18 Bone Mammal 1 007 
19 Fe Obj 1 002 
20 Fe Obj 1 002 
21 Pottery Obj 1 002 
22 Pottery - 1 007 
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11.2 Small Finds List (cont) 
SF No Material Description No of Pieces Context No 

23 Fe Obj 1 007 
24 Pottery Green glaze 1 002 
25 Pottery - 5 007 
26 Fe Obj 1 007 
27 Fe/bone Fe stained bone 2 006 
28 Fe Obj 8 006 
29 Pottery Green glaze 1 006 
30 Bone Fish 4 006 
31 Pottery - 1 002 
32 Chert unworked? 1 002 
33 Fe Nail/spike 1 002 
34 Fe - 3 002 
35 Bone - 1 016 
36 Slag - 1 021 
37 Fe - 4 021 
38 Pottery - 1 002 
39 Fe - 3 015 
40 Bone Human - finger 1 037 
41 Bone Mammal 1 015 
42 Bone Mammal 1 037 
43 Fe Obj 2 026 
44 Charcoal - 1 026 
45 Fe Obj 4 023 
46 Bone Mammal 1 016 
47 Fe Nail? 4 023 
48 Bone Fish 2 023 
49 Pottery - 1 007 
50 Pottery Red fabric 2 007 
51 Pottery White& blue glaze 1 015 
52 Bone Small mammal 1 015 
53 Fe Nail 1 026 
54 Bone Mammal 1 021 
55 Bone Mammal 1 037 
56 Pottery Red fabric 1 037 
57 Fe Nail and nail head 2 002 
58 Bone Tooth 1 002 
59 Pottery - 1 002 
60 Pottery Black fabric 1 002 
61 Fe Nail 1 002 
62 Bone Mammal 1 027 
63 Pottery Modern sherd 1 033 
64 Pottery Modern sherd 1 033 
65 Clay pipe Fragment 1 033 
66 Pottery Red fabric 1 006 
67 Pottery Red fabric 1 006 
68 Fe Nail 1 002 
69 Pottery Green glaze 1 021 
70 Pottery Green glaze 1 021 
71 Bone Human - arm? 2 007 
72 Fe Nails 1 002 
73 Mortar Similar to context 014 1 006 
74 Bone Human jaw 1 034 
75 Pottery Red fabric 1 002 
76 Sandstone Rough disc 1 034 
77 Pottery Green glaze 1 007 
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11.2 Small Finds List (cont) 
SF No Material Description No of Pieces Context No 

78 Bone Mammal 1 034 
79 Pottery Green glaze 1 034 
80 Bone Mammal 1 007 
81 Fe Nail 1 002 
82 Sandstone Carved fragments 4 007 
83 Bone Mammal 1 002 
84 Fe Nail 3 034 
85 Bone Small mammal 1 002 
86 Bone Human tooth ? 1 002 
87 Fe Nail 1 002 
88 Glass Fragment 1 002 
89 Pottery Red fabric 1 002 
90 Pottery Red fabric 1 002 
91 Bone Mammal 1 002 
92 Bone Mammal 1 002 
93 Fe Nails 3 002 
94 Pottery Glazed 9 002 
95 Plastic? Stud 1 002 
96 Fe Nail 1 002 
97 Glass Green 1 002 
98 Glass Modern? 4 002 
99 Fe Nails 6 025 
100 Pottery Glazed 2 002 
101 Bone Fish 2 025 
102 Glass Window? 1 015 
103 Flint Fragment 1 015 
104 Fe Nail 1 015 
105 Pottery Red 2 006 
106 Bone Human ? 6 019 
107 Fe Nails 3 001 
108 Bone Mammal 1 011 
109 Pot Red/orange fabric 1 006 
110 Pottery Red fabric 1 006 
111 Bone Mammal 2 007 
112 Wood? Fragment 3 006 
113 Bone? Mammal 2 011 
114 Stone Quern 1 002 
115 Pot Red fabric 3 002 
116 Fe Nail 1 002 
117 Fe Obj 1 002 
118 Bone Mammal 2 002 
119 Bone Mammal 2 002 
120 Bone Mammal 2 002 
121 Fe & wood Obj 2 007 
122 Pottery - 2 007 
123 Bone Mammal 3 007 
124 Pottery - 1 007 
125 Pottery - 1 007 
126 Bone Mammal 1 007 
127 Flint Flake 1 007 
128 Pottery - 1 038 
129 Bone Human? 5 038 
130 Pottery - 2 038 
131 Charcoal - 1 008 
132 Slag? - 1 038 
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11.2 Small Finds List (cont) 
SF No Material Description No of Pieces Context No 

133 Pottery Red fabric, green glaze 5 038 
134 Bone Mammal 4 036 
135 Bone Mammal 2 036 
136 Bone Fish 16 038 
137 Bone Tooth 1 036 
138 Bone Tooth, possibly human 1 036 
139 Fe Nail 1 007 
140 Metal Bullet 1 007 
141 Fe Nail 1 005 
142 Pottery Green glaze 1 019 
143 Pottery White fabric 2 040 
144 Pottery Glazed 2 017 
145 Fe Nail 1 043 
146 Pottery? - 1 011 
147 Bone Mammal 4 011 
148 Stone - 1 001 
149 Quartz Possibly worked 1 001 
150 Pottery Red fabric 1 036 
151 Pot Handle, red fabric 1 001 
152 Bone Human 19 025 
153 Bone Mammal 4 011 
154 Pottery Rim, red fabric 1 007 
155 Pottery Red 1 007 
156 Bone Mammal 4 007 
157 Pottery Orange fabric 1 002 
158 Fe Obj 1 007 
159 Bone Mammal 2 015 
160 Fe Nails 3 030 
161 Bone Mammal 1 011 
162 Stone Carved stone 1 020 
163 Pottery Red fabric, white slip 1 040 
164 Pottery - 1 034 
165 Pottery - 1 034 
166 Fe Obj 1 042 
167 Stone Glassy surface 1 011 
168 Pottery Red body; glazed 1 031 
169 Fe Nails 6 007 
170 Bone Mammal 2 043 
171 Fe Nail 1 033 
172 Fe Nail 1 033 
173 Fe Nail 1 033 
174 Pottery White 3 046 
175 Fe Nail 2 046 
176 Fe Nail 3 046 
177 Pottery - 4 046 
178 Pottery - 1 030 
179 Fe Nail 1 015 
180 Pottery Green glaze 1 030 
181 Stone Roofing slate? 1 015 
182 Pottery Green glaze 1 048 
183 Pottery Red 1 016 
184 Pottery - 1 047 
185 Stone Carved fragment 1 047 
186 Stone Carved fragment 1 002 
187 Bone Mammal 2 037 
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11.2 Small Finds List (cont) 
SF No Material Description No of Pieces Context No 

188 Pottery White porcelain 2 037 
189 Fe Nail 1 037 
190 Fe Nail 1 015 
191 Pottery Green glaze; handle 1 049 
192 Bone Mammal 3 049 
193 Pottery Red fabric 1 051 
194 Bone Some human 8 043 
195 Stone Glassy surface 1 051 
196 Glass Clear - modern 1 013 
197 Unused - 0  -  
198 Stone Decorated 2 049 
199 Stone Decorated 2 049 
200 Pottery Red fabric 1 030 
201 Pottery - 1 036 
202 Bone Mammal 16 036 
203 Chert Flake 1 036 
204 Fe Nail/rivet 1 036 
205 Pot Red fabric 1 047 
206 Bone Fish 3 038 
207 Pottery Green glaze 5 038 
208 Bone Mammal 27 038 
209 Fe Fish hook 1 038 
210 Bone Mammal jaw 1 061 
211 Bone Mammal 1 015 
212 Bone Human? 4 060 
213 Bone Mammal 1 020 
214 Fe Nails 2 002 
215 Pottery Glazed 1 002 
216 Bone Human? 5 007 
217 Pottery Green glaze? 2 047 
218 Bone Mammal 3 019 
219 Bone Human? 1 049 
220 Pottery - 1 019 
221 Pottery - 1 063 
222 Pottery - 1 063 
223 Bone Human vertebrae 1 026 
224 Stone Uncarved chip 1 026 
225 Bone Human? 2 026 
226 Stone Cross incised 1 061 
227 Fe Nails 3 019 
228 Bone Fragments 3 047 
229 Pottery Green glaze 6 047 
230 Stone Burnt? 1 047 
231 Quartz flake 1 023 
232 Bone Mammal 3 068 
233 Fe Nail 1 001 
234 Fe & wood Nail 1 019 
235 Fe Nails 4 002 
236 Bone Fragments 2 005 
237 Fe Nail 1 005 
238 Fe Nail 1 049 
239 Fe Nail 1 037 
240 Bone Mammal 7 049 
241 Bone Mammal jaw 1 061 
242 Bone Mammal 3 067 
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11.2 Small Finds List (cont) 
SF No Material Description No of Pieces Context No 

243 Fe Nails 5 037 
244 Fe Nail 1 037 
245 Stone Quartz pebble & uncarved  2 047 
246 Bone Human 35 019 
247 Bone Human 4 046 
248 Red sandstone Half a stone disc 1 011 
249 Fe Nail head 1 007 
250 Cu? Fish hook? 1 007 
251 Fe Nail & wood 1 007 
252 Fe Nail 1 043 
253 Bone Assorted 4 011 
254 Fe Nail? 1 011 
255 Bone Mammal 9 015 
256 Sandstone Whetstone? 2 043 
257 Pottery Green glaze 1 038 
258 Pottery Earthenware cookpot? 5 002 
259 Pottery Green glaze 12 047 
260 Pottery Red 1 006 
261 Pottery Earthenware base? 1 007 
262 Fe Nail 0 047 
263 Bone Mammal 1 047 
264 Pottery Green glaze 4 047 
265 Golf Ball ‘Blue spot’ 1 001 
266 Glass Bottle - clear 4 001 
 
11.3 Sample List 
Sample No Context No Reason for Sample 

01 016 Bulk sample, similar to 109 
02 019 Charcoal present  
03 026 Charcoal present 
04 006 Charcoal and small mammal bones present 
05 021 Charcoal and small mammal bones present 
06 006 Shells and small mammal bones present 
07 030 Fish and small mammal bones present 
08 038 Shells and small mammal bones present 
09 046 Charcoal present 
10 050 Shell mortar sample 
11 047 Charcoal present 
12 011 Carved fragment for OSL dating 
13 011 Carved fragment for OSL dating 
14 052 Sample 1, sand, for OSL dating 
15 052 Sample 2, sand, for OSL dating 
16 052 Sample 3, sand, for OSL dating 
17 042 Sample 1, sand, for OSL dating 
18 016 Sample 2, sand, for OSL dating 
19 019 Sample 3, sand, for OSL dating 
20 007 Sample 4, sand, for OSL dating 
 
11.4 Photographic Lists 
Colour Side Film No 1 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Film number 
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Frame Subject Direction 

2 General shot - deturfing and Angus uncovering the stone SW 
3 General shot - Angus uncovering the stone W 
4 General shot - deturfing SW 
5 General shot - deturfing SW 
6 General shot - Angus uncovering the stone SW 
7 General shot - Angus uncovering the stone SW 
8 General shot - Angus uncovering the stone SW 
9 General shot - stone 008 and Barry W 
10 General shot - Barry photographing the stone W 
11 Detail of design on stone 008 E 
12 Detail of design on stone 008 E 
13 Detail of design on stone 008 E 
14 Area deturfed SE 
15 Area deturfed S 
16 General shot - C Muir conserving stone in situ SE 
17 General shot - C Muir conserving stone in situ SE 
18 Detail of stone 008 E 
19 Detail of stone 008 E 
20 General working shot - area deturfed E 
21 General working shot - area deturfed E 
22 General shot - working shot of stone 008 W 
23 Angus - 
24 Grid 100.5/102.5 E 
25 Grid 099.0/102.0 SF 101 S 
26 Grid 0990.0/102.0 SF 102 S 
27 Grid 099.0/102.0 SF 104 S 
28 Grid 099.0/102.0 SF 105 and 106 S 
29 Grid 099.5/101.5 SF 101 W 
30 Pit 012 S 
31 Pit 012 S 
32 Pit 012 W 
33 General working shot - whole area SW 
34 General working shot - whole area W 
35 General working shot - whole area NE 
36 General working shot - whole area NW 
37 General working shot - east end of excavation area SW 
 
Colour Side Film No 2 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Film number 
2 Grid 097.5/106.0 SF 101 S 
3 Grid 097.5/106.0 SF 101 S 
4 Grid 097.5/106.0 SF 101 S 
5 Surface stones in South West corner of area W 
6 Surface stones in South West corner of area E 
7 Chapel wall 014 and rubble 015 W 
8 Chapel wall 014 and rubble 015 N 
9 Slabs by stone N 
10 Slabs by stone W 
11 Slabs by stone W 
12 Grids 099.0/102.0, 098.0/102.0 - stone 008 and disarticulated bone W 
13 Grid 098.0/102.0 - feet of Skeleton 1 S 
14 Grid 099.0/102.0 - stone 008 and Pit 012 S 
15 Grids 099.0/102.0, 098.0/102.0 - stone 008 and disarticulated bone S 
16 Disarticulated bone 025 E 
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Frame Subject Direction 

17 Disarticulated bone 025 - detail E 
18 Disarticulated bone 025 and stone 008 S 
19 Grids 099.0/102.0, 098.0/102.0 - stone 008 and feet of Skel 1 W 
20 Grid 098.0/102.0 - South facing section and feet of Skel 1 S 
21 Grid 099.0/102.0 - South facing section, stone 008 and Pit 012   
 trench onto sand S 
22 Grids 099.0/102.0, 098.0/102.0 – S-facing  S 
23 Chapel wall 014, rubble 015 and 027 S 
24 Chapel wall 014, rubble 015 and 027 W 
25 Chapel wall 014, rubble 015 and 027 S 
26 General shot - Meggan removing 020 S 
27 General shot - Angus planning S 
28 Grid 097.5/104.0 SF 101 W 
29 Stone 008 in situ W 
30 Detail of stone 008 in situ W 
31 Detail of stone 008 in situ W 
32 General working shot of stone 008 being uncovered by Heather W 
33 General working shot of stone 008 being uncovered by Heather SW 
34 General working shot of stone 008 being uncovered by Heather SW 
35 Stone 008 W 
36 Detail of stone 008 W 
 
Colour Side Film No 3 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Film number 
2 Plan view of area immediately W of stone 008 - 023, 026 and 022 - 
3 South facing section of area immediately W of stone 008 - 023, 026   
 and 022 S 
4 South facing section of area immediately W of stone 008 - 023, 026  
 and 022 S 
5 Detail of stone 008 in situ W 
6 North facing section of area immediately West of stone 008 - 023, 026  
 and 022 N 
7 Chapel wall 014, rubble 015 and 027 W 
8 General view - area North of stone 008 N 
9 General shot - stone 008 and area surrounding E 
10 Chapel wall 014 - 015 removed W 
11 Chapel wall 014 - 015 removed W 
12 General shot - whole area E 
13 General shot - whole area S 
14 General shot - whole area W 
15 General shot - whole area N 
16 After 006 removed W 
17 After 006 removed with upright stones N 
18 Wall 018 - 007 removed NE 
19 Collar stone 032 NW 
20 Skull 074 in North facing section with wall 018 N 
21 Skull 074 in North facing section N 
22 Detail of skull 074 in North facing section N 
23 Quern SF 114 W 
24 Detail of quern SF 114 W 
25 Kirsteen and quern 114 NW 
26 General shot - whole area E 
27 General shot - Stuart sieving SW 
28 General shot - Stuart and Meggan working NE 
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Frame Subject Direction 

29 General shot - North end of excavation area W 
30 General shot- South end of excavation area and Angus planning SW 
31 General shot - Meggan and collar stone 032 W 
32 General shot - Stuart finds sculpted stone W 
33 Stuart & sculpted stone 1000/1000.101 W 
34 General shot - Stuart displays sculpted stone W 
35 Sculpted fragment - beast head - 
36 Detail of sculpted fragment - beast head - 
37 General shot - Stuart and Barry discussing the sculpted fragment W 
 
Colour Side Film No 4 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Film number - 
2 019.  007 removed over Skeleton 1 S 
3 019.  West of Skeleton 1 - 007 removed S 
4 030 Sandstones to the East of stone 008 E 
5 Skeleton 1 in grave cut 039 cutting into 038 E 
6 Skeleton 1 in grave cut 024 cutting into 038 E 
7 General shot - North end of excavation area with  W 
 collar stone 032 
8 General shot - North end of excavation area E 
9 General shot - South end of excavation area E 
10 Skeleton 1, being excavated E 
11 Skeleton 1 E 
12 Skeleton 1 SW 
13 Skeleton 1 NE 
14 Skeleton 1 SW 
15 Grave cut 024 for Skeleton 1 E 
16 Grave cut 024 for Skeleton 1 NW 
17 South extention - surface of 002 E 
18 North extention, surface of 002 W 
19 Section through clay and stone bank E 
20 Section through clay & stone bank 005 E 
21 Fill 011 being excavated, mammal mandible visible N 
22 Grid 102.0/102.0 - 007 and sculpted fragments N 
23 Grid 102.0/102.0 - 007 and sculpted fragments W 
24 Grids 101.0/105.0, 102.00/105.0 - 020 removed W 
25 General working shot - 011 being excavated - top stones removed N 
26 011 - SF 106 and 104 E 
27 011 - SF 106 and 104 detail N 
28 Layer 043 - middle trench extention - 005 removed E 
29 Layer 043 - middle trench extention - 005 removed W 
30 Grid 099.5/103.0 - 011 SF 107 N 
31 Grid 099.5/103.0 - 011 SF 110 W 
32 011 removed onto 016 N 
33 011 removed onto 016 S 
34 Fill 011 removed onto 016 S 
35 Stone 008 with 030 and 016 N 
 
Colour Side Film No 5 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Stone 008 and 047, 030 removed E 
2 W side of stone being excavated NW 
3 W side of stone being excavated SW 
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Frame Subject Direction 

4 W side of stone being excavated SW 
5 W side of stone being excavated SW 
6 W side of stone being excavated SW 
7 W side of stone being excavated W 
8 W side of stone being excavated W 
9 W side of stone being excavated NW 
10 W side of stone being excavated NW 
11 W side of stone being excavated NW 
12 W side of stone being excavated 
13 W side of stone being excavated 
14 W side of stone being excavated W 
15 W side of stone being excavated W 
16 W side of stone being excavated NW 
17 W side of stone being excavated NW 
18 W side of stone being excavated W 
19 Detail of design on stone 008 W 
20 W side of stone being excavated W 
21 W side of stone being excavated W 
22 W side of stone being excavated W 
23 W side of stone being excavated W 
24 W side of stone being excavated W 
25 W side of stone being excavated - 
26 W side of stone being excavated SW 
27 W side of stone being excavated SW 
28 W side of stone being excavated SW 
29 W side of stone being excavated SW 
30 W side of stone being excavated 
31 W side of stone being excavated SW 
32 W side of stone being excavated NE 
33 W side of stone being excavated NE 
34 General shot - viewing the stone NE 
35 General shot - viewing the stone SE 
36 General shot - viewing the stone SE 
 
Colour Side Film No 6 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Stone 008 and collar stone W 
2 Stone 008 and collar stone W 
3 Stone 008 and collar stone 052 N 
4 Stone 008 and collar stone 052 N 
5 Stone 008 and collar stone E 
6 Stone 008 and collar stone E 
7 South facing baulk section at W end, junction with  S 
8 South facing section with OSL and micromorphology samples  - 
 P2 A and B in situ S 
9 South facing section with OSL and micromorphology samples  - 
 P2 A and B in situ S 
10 Sculpted fragment - 09751040.101 - 
11 Sculpted fragment - 09751040.101 - 
12 Sculpted fragment - 10001000.101 - 
13 Sculpted fragment - 10001000.101 - 
14 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.105 - 
15 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.105 - 
16 Sculpted fragment - 09901015.103 - 
17 Sculpted fragment - 09901015.103 - 
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Frame Subject Direction 

18 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.102 - 
19 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.102 - 
20 Sculpted fragment - 10001020.105 - 
21 Sculpted fragment - 10001020.105 - 
22 Sculpted fragment - 10001025.107 - 
23 Sculpted fragment - 10001025.107 - 
24 Sculpted fragment - 09901025.106 - 
25 Sculpted fragment - 09901025.106 - 
26 Sculpted fragment - 09751060.101 - 
27 Sculpted fragment - 09751060.101 - 
28 Sculpted fragment - 09951045.102 - 
29 Sculpted fragment – 09951045.102 - 
30 Sculpted fragment - 10101015.102 - 
31 Sculpted fragment - 10101015.102 - 
32 Sculpted fragment - 09951045.103 - 
33 Sculpted fragment - 09951045.103 -  
34 Sculpted fragment - 10201020.112 - 
35 Sculpted fragment - 10201020.112 - 
36 Sculpted fragment - 10101015.112 - 
 
Colour Side Film No 7 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Sculpted fragment - 10101015.112 - 
2 Sculpted fragment - 09851015.101 - 
3 Sculpted fragment - 09851015.101 - 
4 Sculpted fragment - 10051015.106 - 
5 Sculpted fragment - 10051015.106 - 
6 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.104 - 
7 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.104 - 
8 Sculpted fragment - 09951025.101 - 
9 Sculpted fragment - 09951025.101 - 
10 Overview of whole area in landscape - 
11 Overview of whole area in landscape NW 
12 Overview of whole area in landscape NW 
13 Overview of whole area in landscape NW 
14 Overview of whole area in landscape NW 
15 Stone 008 and collar stone N 
16 Stone 008 and setting N 
17 Chapel wall & mortar layer 050 W 
18 Chapel wall & mortar layer 050 E 
19 Stone 008 and collar stone E 
20 Stone 008 and collar stone E 
21 Stone 008 and collar stone E 
22 Stone 008 and collar stone with Stuart and Angus S 
23 Stone 008 and collar stone with Stuart and Angus S 
24 Stone 008 and collar stone N 
25 Grids 103.0/105.0-105.0/105.0 W 
26 Detail of design on stone 008 NE 
27 Detail of design on stone 008 E 
28 General shot - preparing to lift the stone N 
29 General sot - preparing to lift the stone NW 
30 General shot - preparing to lift the stone NE 
31 General shot - preparing to lift the stone NW 
32 General shot - preparing to lift the stone NW 
33 Detail of stone in situ E 
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Frame Subject Direction 

34 General shot - preparing to lift the stone N 
35 General shot - preparing to lift the stone N 
36 General shot - preparing to lift the stone N 
 
Colour Side Film No 8 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 General shot - preparing to lift the stone N 
2 General shot - the stone being lifted N 
3 General shot - the stone being lifted N 
4 General shot - the stone being lifted N 
5 General shot - the stone being lifted E 
6 General shot - the stone being lifted NE 
7 Stone 008 SW 
8 Stone 008 S 
9 Reconstructed stone and the lifted stone 008 NW 
10 Reconstructed stone and the lifted stone 008 NW 
11 Collar stone area after stone removed NW 
12 Stone face being cleaned by Angus and Stuart E 
13 Stone face being cleaned by Angus and Stuart E 
14 General shot - admiring the stone W 
15 General shot - admiring the stone W 
16 Stone 008 S 
17 Detail of the stone 008 S 
18 Collar stone and area after stone 008 removed N 
19 Collar stone and area after stone 008 removed N 
20 Grids 103.0/105.0-105.0/105.0 North facing section N 
21 Grids 103.0/105.0-105.0/105.0 plan view E 
22 Collar stone and West facing section W 
23 Under collar stone West facing section W 
24 Skeleton 3, grave cut 064, and chapel wall W 
25 General shot - view of excavation area and chapel remains E 
26 General shot - view of excavation area and chapel remains E 
27 General shot - view of excavation area and chapel remains E 
28 General shot - view of excavation area and chapel remains SE 
29 General shot - view of excavation area and chapel remains S 
30 Rubble bank, 015, 037, 020 N 
31 Skeleton 3 & disturbed  remains S 
32 Collar stone 052 W 
33 Detail of collar stone W 
34 Skeleton 3 & 4 E 
35 Skeleton 3 & 4 S 
36 Skeleton 3 and 4 - working shot S 
37 Skeleton 3 and 4 S 
 
Colour Side Film No 9 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 General shot - 
2 Skeletons 3 & 4 - during excavation S 
3 Skeleton 3 & 4 - during excavation S 
4 Possible Grave 055 - 030 removed N 
5 Skeleton 3 - during excavation S 
6 Cross inscribed stone E 
7 Cross inscribed stone E 
8 Grave cut 064 for Skeleton 3 & 4 S 
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Frame Subject Direction 

9 Grave cut 064 for Skeleton 3 S 
10 Construction cut for chapel wall 014 W 
11 Stone setting - 
12 Area East of stone setting - top of 069 W 
13 Area East of stone setting - top of 069 E 
14 Area East of stone setting - top of 069 E 
15 General overview - excavation area S 
16 General overview - excavation area SW 
17 General overview - excavation area SW 
18 General overview - excavation area - working SW 
19 General overview - excavation area - working SW 
20 General overview - excavation area - working SW 
21 General overview - excavation area - Kirsteen  SW 
22 General overview - excavation area - stone setting SW 
23 Skeleton 5 & 6 SW 
24 Construction pit of chapel wall W 
25 General shot – ‘have a nice day’ - 
26 General shot - view of excavation area – Hilton of Cadboll NW 
27 General shot - view of excavation area - Hilton of Cadboll NW 
28 General shot - excavation area S 
29 General shot - excavation area W 
30 Chapel wall, stone setting and outer enclosure W 
31 General shot - excavation area W 
32 General shot - excavation area W 
33 General shot - excavation area W 
34 General shot - stone in shed - 
35 Detail of design on stone - 
36 Detail of lip on stone - 
37 Detail of lip on stone - 
38 Detail of lip on stone - 
 
Monochrome Film No 1 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Film No - 
2 General shot - deturfing W 
3 General shot - deturfing W 
4 Deturfed area SE 
5 Deturfed area SW 
6 Carved Stone E 
7 Carved stone - detail E 
8 Carved Stone - detail E 
9 Carved Stone - detail E 
10 Carved Stone - detail E 
11 Carved Stone - detail E 
12 Carved Stone - detail E 
13 Carved Stone - detail E 
14 Carved Stone - detail E 
15 General shot - deturfed area E 
16 General shot - deturfed area E 
17 Grid 099.0/102.0 W 
18 Grid 099.0/102.0 W 
19 Grid 099.0/102.0 E 
20 Grid 100.5/102.5 E 
21 Grid 099.0/102.0 SF 101 S 
22 Grid 099.0/102.0 SF 102 W 
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Frame Subject Direction 

23 Grid 099.0/102.0 SF 104 W 
24 Grids 098.0/103.0, 098.5/103.0, 098.0/103.5, 098.5/103.5 W 
25 Grid 099.0/102.0 S 
26 Grid 099.5/101.5 S 
27 Pit 012 S 
28 Pit 012 S 
29 Pit 012 W 
30 Sculpted fragment, Grid 097.5/106.0 S 
31 Sculpted fragment, Grid 097.5/106.0 S 
32 Surface stones in SW corner of main trench W 
33 Surface stones in SW corner of main trench E 
34 Grid 098.0/102.0 S 
35 Chapel wall 014 and rubble 015 W 
 
Monochrome Film No 2 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Film number - 
2 Slabs by stone N 
3 Slabs by stone W 
4 Rubble, Grid 100.0/104.0 E 
5 Grid 098.0/102.0, stones and skeleton S 
6 Grid 098.0/102.0 S 
7 Grid 099.0/102.0 S 
8 Grids 098.0/102.0, 099.0/102.0 E 
9 Disarticulated bone E 
10 Disarticulated bone E 
11 Disarticulated bone and stone 008 S 
12 Grids 098.0/102.0, 099.0/102.0 S 
13 Grid 099.0/102.0 S 
14 Grid 098.0/102.0 S 
15 Grids 098.0/102.0, 099.0/102.0 E 
16 Chapel wall 014, rubble 015 and 027 S 
17 Chapel wall 014, rubble 015 and 027 W 
18 Chapel wall 014, rubble 015 and 027 S 
19 Sculpted fragment, Grid 097.5/104.0 W 
20 Detail of stone 008 and 010 partially excavated W 
21 Cleared rubble area W 
22 Detail of stone 008 and 010, partially excavated W 
23 Detail of stone 008 and 010, partially excavated W 
24 Detail of stone 008 and 010, partially excavated W 
25 Detail of stone 008 and 010, partially excavated W 
26 Stone 008 and 010, partially excavated W 
27 Stone 008 and 010, partially excavated S 
28 Chapel wall, 015 removed and clay wall W 
29 Chapel wall, 015 removed W 
30 General shot - having a break NE 
31 Stone 008, uprights, 006 removed E 
32 Wall 018, 017 removed E 
34 Collar stone 032 in relation to stone 008 E 
 
Monochrome Film No 3 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Film number 
2 General shot - Angus and Kirsteen W 
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Frame Subject Direction 

3 Wall 018 and skull 74 N 
4 Wall 018 and skull 74 N 
5 Skull 74 N 
6 Quern under 002 E 
7 Grid 101.0/101.0 S 
8 007 removed at West end of Skeleton 2 - 
9 Skeleton 1 - working photo skull and upper body - 
10 Skeleton 1 - working photo legs and feet - 
11 Skeleton 1 - 
12 Skeleton 1 - 
13 Skeleton 1 - 
14 Wall 018 E 
15 South extention E 
16 North extention W 
17 Stone bank and clay E 
18 Stone bank - clay removed E 
19 Grids 099.5/103.0, 099.0/103.0 - 011 being  N 
20 Grid 102.0/102.0 W 
21 Grid 102.0/102.0 N 
22 Grids 101.0/105.0, 102.0/105.0 - Top of 006 - 020 removed W 
23 Grids 099.5/103.0, 099.0/103.0 - Top stones removed of 011 W 
24 Grids 099.5/103.0, 099.0/103.0 – SF 104 and 106 N 
25 Grids 099.5/103.0, 099.0/103.0 - SF 104 and 106 N 
26 Trench extention to chapel wall E 
27 Trench extention to chapel wall W 
28 Grid 099.5/103.0 - SF 107 W 
29 Grid 099.5/103.0 - SF 109 and 110 W 
30 Stone 008 N 
31 Sculpted fragment - 09751060.101 - 
32 Stone 008 SW 
33 Stone 008 W 
34 Collar stone 032 NW 
 
Monochrome Film No 4 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 047 over second collar stone E 
2 Stone 008 - 010 removed W 
3 Stone 008 - 010 removed SW 
4 Stone 008 - 010 removed W 
5 Stone 008 - removal of soil on sculpted face NW 
6 General shot - admiring stone SE 
7 General shot - discussing the stone SE 
8 General shot - I Henderson, I Fisher NE 
9 General shot - looking at the stone NE 
10 General shot - looking at the stone NE 
11 General shot - looking at the stone NE 
12 Stone 008 - cleaned face W 
13 Stone 008 - detail of design W 
14 Stone 008 - detail of design W 
15 Stone 008 in situ with collar stone W 
16 Stone 008 in situ with collar stone N 
17 Stone 008 in situ with collar stone N 
18 Stone 008 in situ with collar stone E 
19 Stone 008 in situ with collar stone E 
20 South facing baulk section at West end - wall  S 
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Frame Subject Direction 

21 South facing section with OSL and micromorphology samples   
 P2 A and B in situ S 
22 South facing section with OSL and micromorphology samples 
 P2 A and B in situ S 
23 Sculpted fragment - 09751040.101 - 
24 Sculpted fragment - 10001000.101 - 
25 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.105 - 
26 Sculpted fragment - 09901015.103 - 
27 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.102 - 
28 Sculpted fragment - 10001020.105 - 
29 Sculpted fragment - 10001025.107 - 
30 Sculpted fragment - 09901025.106 - 
31 Scupted fragment – 09751060.101 - 
32 Sculpted fragment - 09951045.102 - 
33 Sculpted fragment - 10101015.102 - 
34 Sculpted fragment - 09951045.103 - 
35 Sculpted fragment - 10201020.112 - 
36 Sculpted fragment - 09951025.101 - 
 
Monochrome Film No 5 

Frame Subject Direction 

1 Sculpted fragment - 09851015.101 - 
2 Sculpted fragment - 10051015.106 - 
3 Sculpted fragment - 09901020.104 - 
4 Sculpted fragment - 09951025.101 - 
5 Chapel wall - working shot W 
6 Working shot from chapel wall E 
7 Stone 008 with collar stone E 
8 Stone 008 with collar stone E 
9 Stone 008 with collar stone E 
10 Stone 008 with collar stone S 
11 Stone 008 with collar stone S 
12 Grids 103.0/105.0 - 105.0/105.0 - 
13 Detail of stone 008 NE 
14 Detail of stone 008 E 
15 Detail of stone 008 in sand E 
16 Skeleton 3 - disarticulated bones W 
17 Skeleton 3 - disartculated bones S 
18 Collar stone - after stone 008 removed W 
19 Skeleton 3 - working shot of extention E 
20 Skeleton 3 - working shot of extention N 
21 Skeleton 3 and 4 S 
22 Skeleton 3 and 4 - working shot during removal S 
23 Area East of stone setting - 030 removed N 
24 Skeleton 3 - working shot during removal S 
25 Grave cut 064 for Skeleton 3 S 
26 Grave cut 064 for Skeleton 3 S 
27 Construction cut for chapel wall 014 W 
28 Stone setting and collar stone after stone 008  W 
29 Top of 069 - area South East of stone W 
30 Top of 069 - area South East of stone E 
31 General shot - stone setting SW 
32 General shot - excavation area with workers SW 
33 General shot - excavation area SW 
34 Construction cut for chapel wall 014  W 
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11.5 List of Drawings 
Drawing No Scale Description 

1  Sketch of stone with numbered fragments 
2 1:20 Plan of trench 
3 1:20 Plan, overlay of #02, centred on stone 
4 1:20 Plan, overlay of #3, centred on stone 008 
5 1:20 Plan, overlay on #4, centred on stone 008 
6 1:20 Plan, overlay on #4, centred on stone 
7 1:10 Section on 103 N gridline 
8 1:20 Plan of whole trench 
9 1:20 Plan of area around stone 008 
10 1:20 Plan of packing around stone 008 
11 1:20 Plan of metre trench 103/105 - 105/105 
 
11.6 DES 
Local Authority:  Highland  
Date Name:  Hilton of Cadboll 
Parish:  Fearn 
Contributor:  Heather F James  
Type of Site:  Chapel, Pictish stone and enclosure 
NGR:  NH 8731 7687 
 
Report: 
 
GUARD were commissioned by Historic Scotland to undertake further excavations at the Hilton of 
Cadboll site. These excavations took place in August and September and lasted for about 4 weeks. The 
excavations aimed to retrieve all the remaining carved fragments from the 9th century Pictish slab which is 
thought to have been defaced in the 17th century, to reveal the extent of the stump which was originally 
found earlier in the year by Kirkdale Archaeology and to relate the stump with the chapel and the outer 
enclosure.  

The excavations revealed that there were at least two settings for the Hilton stone about 6 m outside the 
west gable of the chapel. The discovery of broken collar slabs and other flat slabs were indicative of some 
complexity in the setting and possible associated burials.  

The stump was excavated and taken for temporary storage locally. The newly revealed west face depicted 
a cross-base and interlaced beasts and the east face completed the bottom panel of the Hilton of Cadboll 
stone, with a gap of about 0.2 m. The slab had broken at the top and the bottom and there was still a 
fragment of the tenon in one of the settings.  The bottom of the designed panels were not level on either 
side and there were rough marking out lines below the panel on the east face suggesting some re-designing 
of the east face.  

The chapel wall was constructed of massive sandstone blocks, was bonded with shell mortar and had a 
rubble core. No direct dating evidence was found but it is thought to be a Medieval chapel, which perhaps 
went out of use at the Reformation. The outer enclosure bank consisted of a drystone wall with an 
earthern bank probably of Post-medieval date.  

Three skeletons were excavated and another two were partly revealed. These had different alignments 
from SW-NE to NS indicating a range of dates. These individuals were not buried in stone cists 
suggesting that they were Medieval and Post-medieval in date.  

About 500 carved fragments were retrieved from the excavations, which are thought to be derived from 
the lost cross-face and from the damaged east face. These included figurative pieces as well as interlacing, 
bosses and key patterning.  
 
Sponsors:  Historic Scotland, National Museum of Scotland, Highland Council, Ross and Cromarty 

Enterprise. 
 
 




