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1 Introduction 

1.1 General 

1.1.1 Jacobs UK has been commissioned by Scottish Water Solutions to carry out 
a desk-based assessment and walk over survey of the Cultural Heritage 
resource potentially affected by the replacement of a water mains supply at 
Leurbost, Western Isles (NGR: NB 3825 2470, centred). 

 
1.1.2 This report describes the results of a desk based assessment and walkover 

survey conducted to assess the potential impacts upon the Archaeology and 
Cultural Heritage resulting from the proposed insertion of a stretch of pipeline 
E-W from the western end of Leurbost to the western end of Crossbost (NB 
3620 2567 – NB 3916 2454) and N-S from the eastern end of Leurbost to 
Bheinn a’ Chladdich Mhoir (NB 3827 2475 – NB 3850 2280).  It is likely that 
the proposed works may impact directly upon the remains of archaeological 
features present within the study corridor.   

  
1.1.3 Jacobs UK conforms to the standards of professional conduct outlined in the 

Institute of Field Archaeologists Code of conduct, and relevant Standards 
and Guidance documents. Jacobs is a Registered Archaeological 
Organisation (RAO) with the Institute of Field Archaeologists, and this status 
ensures that there is regular monitoring and approval by external peers of 
our internal systems, standards and skills development.   

 

1.2 Terms of reference 

1.2.1 This Desk Based Assessment considers the effects of the proposed 
construction works on the entire historic environment including 
archaeological sites and monuments, historic buildings and their environs, 
historic gardens and designed landscapes. 

1.2.2 For the purposes of this study, all readily available sources of information 
held by the relevant heritage bodies, were consulted, as well as secondary 
documentary sources, historic maps and aerial photographs.  Data on the 
historic environment was acquired from the following sources:  

 
• The Western Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) Sites and Monuments 

Record (SMR);  
• Historic Scotland for Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Listed Buildings, 

Designed Landscapes, Parks and Gardens and Historic Battlefields;  
• National Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS)  
• Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland 

(RCAHMS); 
• Vertical and Oblique Aerial Photographs held by the RCHAMS; 
• Early Maps held in the National Map Library of Scotland. 

 
1.2.3 The historic environment is protected by a number of statutory and non-

statutory designations which include the following: 
 

• Scheduled Ancient Monuments; 
• Identified archaeological sites; 
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• Conservation Areas; 
• Listed historic buildings and structures; 
• Locally listed historic buildings and structures; 
• Historic Gardens; 
• Designed Landscapes.    

 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


 
 
Leurbost Water Supply Mains, Desk-based Assessment and Walk over survey 
 

2-1 

 

2 Planning and Legislative Background  

2.1 Main Legislation 

2.1.1 This Desk Based Assessment has been carried out within the framework of 
the following legislation and planning policy: 

 
• Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 (hereafter 1979 act); 
• Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 

(1997 Act); 
• National Planning Policy Guideline 5, Archaeology and Planning (NPPG 5); 
• National Planning Policy Guideline 18, Planning and the Historic 

Environment (NPPG 18); 
• Planning Advice Note 42, Archaeology (PAN 42); and 
• Western Isles Structure Plan 2003 
• Western Isles Local Plan, 2007. 

 

2.2 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 

2.2.1 Scheduled ancient monuments are of national importance and it is 
particularly important that they are preserved in situ and within an 
appropriate setting.  Developments, which would have an adverse effect on 
scheduled monuments or the integrity of their settings, should not be 
permitted unless there are exceptional circumstances. Scheduled monument 
consent (SMC) is required from the Scottish Ministers through Historic 
Scotland for any development affecting a scheduled ancient monument, and 
notification to Historic Scotland of any planning application affecting the site 
of such a monument is required under article 15 (1) of the Town and Country 
Planning (General Development Procedure) (Scotland) Order 1992. 

 
2.2.2 Under the 1979 Act the Scottish Ministers are required to compile and 

maintain a Schedule of monuments considered to be of national importance.  
The statutory consent of the Scottish Ministers is required before any works 
are carried out which would have the effect of demolishing, destroying, 
damaging, removing, repairing, altering, adding to, flooding or covering up a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM).   

 
2.2.3 The Western Isles Structure Plan (2003) states that  

 
“The Comhairle will support proposals that seek to protect, enhance and 
interpret Scheduled Ancient Monuments…. Development proposals affecting 
nationally important remains (whether scheduled or not) and their settings 
will normally not be permitted. Where development is likely to affect an 
archaeological monument, site or possible remains: 
 
i) Early discussion with development control officers and the regional 
archaeologist is encouraged; 
 
ii) the developer will normally be required to allow the regional archaeologist 
(or nominee) access to the development site at any time during the course of 
development to make such recordings as may be reasonably required; 
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iii) The developer may be required to arrange or fund an archaeological 
evaluation prior to the determination of planning applications in areas of 
potential importance; and 
 
iv) The developer may be required to arrange or fund an archaeological 
excavation, and/or recording of the affected monument or site where in situ 
preservation is not possible.” 
 
Policy RM18 Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other Archaeological 
Sites 

 
2.2.2 The Western Isles Local Plan (2007) states that    

 
“The Comhairle will only permit development adversely affecting Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments and nationally important sites in exceptional 
circumstances and where there is an overriding public interest.” 
 
Policy LP/RM2 Archaeology and Archaeologically Sensitive Areas 

2.3 Listed Buildings 

2.3.1 Under the 1997 Act, the Scottish Ministers are required to compile a list of 
buildings of special architectural or historic interest.  These buildings are 
classified into Categories A, B and C (S), in decreasing order of importance.  
This statutory protection covers not only the building itself, but also other 
features within its curtilage (e.g. stables and garden walls).   

 
2.3.2 There is a presumption against development that will adversely affect the 

character of a listed building or its setting, and planning authorities are 
required to have a special regard for the desirability of preserving listed 
buildings and their settings.  Further policy information on listed buildings is 
published in NPPG 18.  Additional guidance is published in the 
Memorandum of Guidance on Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 1998 
(hereafter ‘memorandum’; Historic Scotland 1998).   

 
2.3.3 The Western Isles Structure Plan (2003) states that  

 
“The Comhairle will seek to conserve Listed Buildings. It will support 
sympathetic conversions to secure their future use and will only permit 
demolition in exceptional circumstances.” 

 
 Policy RM16 Listed Buildings 

 
2.3.4 The Western Isles Local Plan (2007) states that    
 

“In assessing development proposals affecting conservation areas and listed 
buildings or their settings, account will be taken of Structure Plan…..Where 
possible, the retention and re-use of buildings of local character will be 
sought. In assessing the merits of retention regard will be made to the 
buildings’ historic value, condition and contribution to its local setting. ….” 
 
LP/RM1 Built Heritage Conservation 
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2.4 Other archaeological sites and monuments 

2.4.1 Archaeological sites and monuments without statutory protection are curated 
by the local planning authority.  NPPG 5 and PAN 42 provide national 
planning policy guidance and advice on the treatment of this resource.  PAN 
42 indicates that the principle that should underlie all planning decision-
making is preservation of cultural resources, in situ where possible, and by 
record if destruction cannot be avoided.  It is recognized in that document 
that preservation may not always be possible, and where damage is 
unavoidable various mitigation measures may be proposed. 

 
2.4.2 The Western Isles Structure Plan (2003) states that  
 

“The Comhairle will support proposals that seek to protect, enhance and 
interpret …… archaeological sites. Development proposals affecting 
nationally important remains (whether scheduled or not) and their settings 
will normally not be permitted. Where development is likely to affect an 
archaeological monument, site or possible remains: 
 
i) Early discussion with development control officers and the regional 
archaeologist is encouraged; 
 
ii) The developer will normally be required to allow the regional archaeologist 
(or nominee) access to the development site at any time during the course of 
development to make such recordings as may be reasonably required; 
 
iii) The developer may be required to arrange or fund an archaeological 
evaluation prior to the determination of planning applications in areas of 
potential importance; and 
 
iv) The developer may be required to arrange or fund an archaeological 
excavation, and/or recording of the affected monument or site where in situ 
preservation is not possible.” 
 
Policy RM18 Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other Archaeological 
Sites 
 

2.4.3 The Western Isles Local Plan (2007) states that    
 
“….For development affecting regional or locally important sites, the relative 
importance of the archaeological features in question and their potential use 
for amenity, tourism and education purposes, will be weighed against other 
factors, including the benefits of the proposed development…..” 

 
Policy LP/RM2 Archaeology and Archaeologically Sensitive Areas 
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3 Methodology 

3.1 General 

3.1.1 This desk-based assessment has been designed to identify and assess the 
archaeological sites and monuments present on, or close to, the 
development area in order to assess the likely impact of the proposed 
development and to propose mitigation measures. 

 
3.1.2 In undertaking this desk-based assessment, data was sought for all sites, 

monuments and buildings with potential Cultural Heritage interest of both 
statutory and non-statutory designation within a 100m linear corridor 50m 
either side of the proposed route of the new pipeline. Each archaeological 
site, or monument referred to in the text is listed in the gazetteer in Appendix 
1. Site numbers allocated to sites and monuments and mentioned within the 
text will be in bold and parentheses.  

   
3.1.3 Each archaeological or historical site, monument or building referred to in the 

text is plotted on the location maps at the end of this report (Figure 1), using 
the assigned site numbers. 

 

3.2 Aims and Objectives 

3.2.1 The main objective of this study is to detect the presence/absence of any 
new archaeological sites and characterise the Cultural Heritage resource of 
the study corridor.  The evidence presented, and the conclusions reached, 
aim to offer a comprehensive basis for further decisions regarding the future 
of the sites and the formulation of a mitigation strategy, should this be 
required. 

 

3.3 Desk Based Study 

3.3.1 Data gathering and assessment was undertaken in accordance with the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists Standard and Guidance on Archaeological 
Desk-Based Assessments (1999). Other policy documents taken into 
account included the Scottish Office documents NPPG 5, NPPG 18 and PAN 
42, the Western Isles Structure Plan (2007) and the Western Isles Local 
Plan.  

 
3.3.2 Information on sites both with and without statutory designation that lie within 

a 100m corridor of the Proposed Development Area was sought from the 
following sources: 

 
• Information on SAMs and Listed Buildings was obtained from Historic 

Scotland;  
• Information on non-designated sites was sought from the National 

Monuments Record of Scotland (NMRS).  
 
This data was obtained from the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS) databases, ‘PASTMAP’ and ‘CANMORE’ 
(http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/search.html ;)  
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• Information from the local Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) was obtained 
from Mary Macleod at the Western Isles Archaeological Service (Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar ;) 

• Historical maps were obtained from the collections held in the National 
Library of Scotland and from the 1:10,000 collection held at the RCAHMS; 

• Aerial Photographs held by the RCAHMS were studied;  
• Information from published archaeological and historic literature through both 

printed text and multimedia sites, e.g. SCRAN (www.scran.ac.uk.)  

3.4 Walkover Survey 

3.4.1 A site visit was made to the study area on the 4th  and 5th of December 2007 
in order to assess the presence; absence and condition of any 
archaeological sites identified during the desk-based study and to locate and 
record any previously unknown sites.  

 
3.4.2 Weather conditions during the walkover survey were poor with low light and 

frequent blizzards.  These conditions made site recognition difficult.  .  

3.5 Assessment of Cultural Heritage Importance 

3.5.1 Sites were assigned a level of importance on a scale of ‘Less than Local’ to 
‘International’, as shown in Table 1. This was established on the basis of 
statutory designation and/or assessed cultural heritage importance.   

 
Table 1: Cultural Heritage Importance 

Importance Site Type 

International World Heritage Sites. 

National Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs). 

Category A Listed Buildings. 

Designed Landscapes. 

Some undesignated sites assessed as being of National importance 
using the methodology given in Paragraph 3.5.4 

Regional Category B Listed Buildings.   

Conservation Areas.   

Some undesignated sites assessed as being of Regional importance 
using the methodology given in Paragraph 3.5.4 

Local Category C(s) Listed Buildings. 

Some undesignated sites assessed as being of Local importance using 
the methodology given in Paragraph 3.5.4 

Less than 
Local 

Sites either already badly damaged destroyed or whose historic value is 
too slight for inclusion in a higher class. 

 
3.5.2 World Heritage Sites are afforded international protection under the 

UNESCO World Heritage Convention, with Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
(SAMs) nationally protected under the ‘Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act 1979’. The ‘Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997’ provides for the designation of 
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Category, A, B and C(s) Listed Buildings which are considered to be of 
national, regional and local importance respectively. 

 
3.5.3 Conservation Areas are assessed as being of regional importance and 

following discussion with Historic Scotland on previous projects; Designed 
Landscapes are assessed as being of national importance. 

 
3.5.4 Many sites of cultural heritage importance are not currently afforded any 

statutory protection through designation. For the purposes of assessment, 
these undesignated sites were assigned a level of importance using 
professional judgement supported by review of the following guidance: 

 
• criteria used in Scottish Historic Environment Policy 2 (SHEP 2) for the 

designation of SAMs; and 
• non-statutory criteria used in their designation of Listed Building categories 

(Memorandum of Guidance on Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas, 
Historic Scotland 1998). 

 

3.6 Assessment of potential impacts 

3.6.1 Direct impacts from the proposed development include potential damage to 
any unknown archaeological features that may be present along the study 
corridor.  Expected impacts from construction works are usually considered 
to be as follows: 

 
• direct loss of site, or damage to part of the site through demolition, 

construction or earthworks; 
• damage through burial, compression, alteration of drainage, vibration or 

subsidence; 
• physical severance of linked features. 

 
3.6.3 Where sites or monuments identified are affected by the proposed 

development, suitable mitigation has been proposed.   
 

3.7 Predicted Impacts (direct) 
 

3.7.1 The significance of predicted direct impacts (i.e. physical disturbance) was 
determined taking into account the importance of the archaeological 
resource affected (Table 1), and the magnitude of the impact. 

 
3.7.2 Magnitude 

The criteria used to outline the magnitude of impact are outlined in Table 2 
below: 

 
Table 2: Magnitude of Direct Impacts on Cultural Heritage 
Magnitude Criteria 
Very Severe Disturbance to over 75% of the known or estimated area of the site 

Severe Disturbance to between 50% and 75% of the known or estimated area of 
the site 

Medium Disturbance to between 25% and 50% of the known or estimated area of 
the site 
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Negligible Disturbance of up to 25% of the known or estimated area of the site 

 
3.7.3 Significance 

The significance of direct impacts was then determined in accordance with a 
matrix of importance and magnitude, as shown in Table 3. 

 
 
Table 3: Significance of Direct Impacts on Cultural Heritage 
 

Magnitude of 
Impact  

 
Importance 

Very Severe  Severe  Medium Negligible 

National Substantial Substantial Moderate Slight 

Regional Substantial Moderate Slight Negligible 

Local Moderate Slight Slight Negligible 

 
3.7.4 The assessment of impact significance of the potential impact was then 

adjusted as appropriate to take into account the relative importance of the 
specific parts of the site that would be affected. For instance, an impact 
which is of ‘very severe’ magnitude in terms of the area of the site affected 
may nevertheless only affect peripheral features, while a ‘medium’ 
magnitude impact may affect the core of a site.  Other qualitative factors 
taken into account include potential severance of linked features, nature of 
the severed linkage, the amount of stratigraphy which would be disrupted, 
and the overall effect on the historic integrity of the site. 
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4 Archaeological and Historic background 

4.1 General 

4.1.1 The earliest monuments in Scotland comprise evidence of temporary 
settlements left behind by hunter gatherers, while some of the most recent 
comprise recently deserted farmhouses or WWII defensive structures.   

 
4.1.2 The four main categories of archaeological remains that may be encountered 

are:  
 

• upstanding remains: built structures such as buildings, field boundaries, 
and features such as standing stones and stone circles; 

• earthworks: soil-covered remains that can be seen as surface undulations 
at ground level. These can include ruined buildings or their foundations, 
banks, mounds, ramparts, ditches, gullies and hollows; 

• buried features: soil-covered remains which have no visible trace at ground 
level (possibly revealed by aerial photography); and 

• artefact scatters: scatters of potsherds, flint, tools, metal objects, animal 
bones, worked stone, mortar or human remains. 

 
4.1.3 Palaeoenvironmental evidence may also be found in association with 

archaeological remains.  Specialised analysis of palaeoenvironmental data 
can provide useful dating evidence and an indication of past land-use.  

 

4.2 Prehistoric Period (10,000 BC – AD 43) 

4.2.1 Human occupation of Scotland began with the arrival of Mesolithic hunter-
gatherer groups around 7,000 BC. Mesolithic occupation is normally 
indicated by the presence of shell middens and flint scatters along coastlines 
rivers and floodplains.  Although no direct evidence for Mesolithic activity has 
been discovered on the eastern side of Lewis, environmental evidence from 
peat deposits at Callanish suggest that some activity during this period did 
reach farther west than the known Mesolithic sites of Rhum and An Corran 
(Armit, 1996). 

 
4.2.2 With the introduction of agriculture in the Neolithic period, around 3500 BC, 

communities became more settled and land was cleared for farming. No 
identified Neolithic settlement has been identified along this area of the east 
coast, but a number of stone axes have been identified from peat cuttings 
around Stornoway and further up the coast at Shulishader on the Eye 
Peninsula.  

 
4.2.3 The archaeological landscape of the subsequent Bronze Age (c. 2,000 BC to 

700 BC) continues to be dominated by ritual and burial monuments.  The 
period is characterised by a change from communal to individual burial, often 
with grave goods, including new styles of pottery and bronze artefacts. As 
with the Neolithic period, little evidence or information on this period has 
been discovered in the area of the lower east coast of Lewis.  This contrasts 
with the west coast around Callanish where evidence of both settlement and 
burials has been noted and recorded.  
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4.2.4 In contrast to earlier periods, the archaeological record of the Iron Age is 
dominated by settlement evidence.  In Atlantic Scotland, the early Iron Age is 
characterised by Atlantic roundhouses (brochs, duns etc). These structures 
vary considerably in architectural complexity; while this may be partly a 
chronological development, it could also derive from variations in the wealth 
or status of the occupants. While they may initially appear to be defensive 
structures, it has been suggested that they were primarily fortified 
farmhouses.  A number of these, are recorded on the upper western coast, 
the most famous being Dun Carloway. However, there are some recorded 
instances of Iron-Age roundhouse settlement, one of which is Loch an Duin, 
which sits in a loch on the Eye Peninsula.  Although this is believed to have 
originated in prehistoric times, it may have been occupied up to and 
including the medieval period. 

4.3 The Roman Period (AD 43 – 410) 

4.3.1 There are no known archaeological remains dating to the Roman Period in or 
close to the assessment area.     

 

4.4 The Early Medieval (AD 400-1000) and the Medieval Periods (AD 
900-1600). 

4.4.1  Structures and material culture associated with the settlement and 
agriculture of the later Iron Age appeared to continue throughout this period 
until around 800 AD, when the most of the Western Isles, were subject to 
attack by Norse raiders. These raids were soon followed by a period of 
migration and settlement from Scandinavia, creating a Celtic-Scandinavian 
population, still evident by the large number of Norse place names found 
across the island today. In 1098 the dominance and political power of the 
Norse ultimately forced the Scottish Kings to surrender the lordship of the 
Outer Hebrides. In 1263 at the Battle of Largs, the army of Alexander III 
defeated the army of King Haakon IV of Norway resulting in the return of the 
Outer Hebrides to the Kingdom of Scotland.  

 
4.4.2 As such, Lewis is believed to be littered with sites associated with Norse 

settlement. However, as the number of identified archaeological sites dating 
from this period is surprisingly low, the most prolific record for the large 
proportion of Norse settlement is from the number of Viking place names 
found throughout the island, many of which relate to various classes of 
settlement.  Also present are numerous horizontal Norse Mills.   

 
4.4.3 The house styles of the early medieval period and methods of agricultural 

cultivation are believed to continue through the medieval period, up to recent 
times. This may be one of the factors behind the lack of identifiable 
archaeological sites.  It is possible that there is a considerable overlap 
between early structures and more recent ones still occupied today or that 
have only recently been abandoned.   

 

4.5 The Post Medieval Period (AD 1700-1900)  

4.5.1 The continuity throughout the medieval period was interrupted during the 
18th and 19th centuries by a period of conflict over land throughout the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland. Powerful landowners forced many of the 
traditional crofting farmers off their land to make way for larger farms and 
sheep farming.  This resulted in the indigenous population being evicted from 
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land they had tended for centuries.  Those who could afford to, moved to the 
mainland of Scotland or emigrated.  However, the bulk of the rural population 
that stayed on the island were forced inland from coastal areas and into 
regular linear crofts where land quality was often poorer.  Evidence from this 
pre-enclosure period is visible today in the form of cultivation earthworks (’rig 
and furrow’ and lazy-beds), enclosures, ruined blackhouses and deserted 
townships.    

4.6 The 20th Century  

4.6.1  Throughout the Twentieth century, the population continued to rely on fishing 
and farming as mainstays of diet and economy.  Up until the mid 20th century,
 turf and thatch roofed blackhouses were still the main type of residence on 
the island.  Depopulation of the Western Isles continued throughout the 18th, 
19th and 20th Centuries with continued economic migration to the colonies 
and mainland.  Today, tourism and a mixed economy are the mainstays of 
the western Isles with potential in the 21st Century for community buyouts 
and natural energy bringing cautious optimism for the repopulation of the 
Outer Hebrides.  
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5 Results 

5.1 Desk based assessment 

5.1.1 Twenty-three sites were identified from desk-based assessment within the 
100m study corridor. Five of these, (1, 2, 3, 40 and 41) were previously 
recorded within the NMRS, eighteen sites (7, 8,9,10, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 32 and 38) were identified from an assessment of 
Ordnance Survey maps. And one site (16) was identified from an inspection 
of vertical aerial photographs.  

 

5.2 Field survey 

 
5.2.1 The walkover survey recorded seventeen previously unrecognised sites 

(4,5,6, 11,12,13,14,15 21, 27, 31,33,34,35,36,37 and 39) and confirmed the 
presence and condition of nine sites (10,18,22,24,25,28,30,32 and 38) 
identified from the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map coverage (Sheet XXXIII: 
1850-3,  1:10560, Ross-shire  (Isle of Lewis)). 

 

5.3 Identified sites 

5.3.1 There are no Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings or designed 
landscapes present within or close to the study area.  No Conservation 
Areas are present within or surrounding the study area. 

 
5.3.2 Forty-one non-designated sites in total lie within the 100m study corridor. A 

list of those sites identified and details of the findings are presented in 
Appendix A and illustrated in Figure 1. 

 
5.3.3 Large pockets of rig and furrow were identified along the study corridor; 

these have been annotated on Figure 1 in green hatching. 
 

5.4 Site types and chronology 

Agriculture and Subsistence 
 
5.4.1 All of the sites within the study area are directly or indirectly related to 

agriculture or settlement.   
 
5.4.2 Within the study area, there are four (1, 2, 3 and 41) townships and twenty-

five further sites (4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 17, 19, 20 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 38) classed as structures, or farmsteads, 
demonstrating the considerable extent of pre 1850s settlement. Four 
clearance cairns (13, 34, 35 and 36) were also identified during the field 
survey.  

 
5.4.3 Evidence of agricultural land use is clearly demonstrated by the presence of 

an enclosure (9) a shieling (15), turf banks (6 and part of sites 9, 25 and 30) 
field boundaries (18, 20 and 39) and in particular, rig and furrow, which 
covers a large portion of the study area (see Figure1.) 
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5.4.4 Exploitation of maritime resources was also identified, by the presence of a 

boat noust (27) and a boat shed (37).   
 
 

Chronology - Early medieval or later 
 
5.4.5 The eighteen sites identified on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map (Sheet 

XXXIII: 1850-3, 1:10560, Ross-shire  (Isle of Lewis), 7, -10, 17-20, 22-26, 28-
30, 32 and 38) are associated with pre-enclosure land-use. These sites may 
have been occupied from as far back as the early medieval period.  

 
Post-medieval 
 
5.4.6 Field boundaries (18, 33 and part of 34) identified from the field survey post-

date the first edition Ordnance Survey map. 
 
20th century 
 
5.4.7 The boatshed (37) and a manse (40) are of modern construction.  
 
Unknown 
 
5.4.8 Fifteen of the eighteen sites identified from the field survey (4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 

13, 14, 15 20, 21, 27, 31, 35, 36 and 39) may range from the early medieval 
period through to the post medieval period as it was not possible to assess 
any particular structural typology due to the nature of this study and the 
quality of the remains recorded.   
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6 Assessment of Predicted Impacts 

6.1 General  

6.1.1 An assessment of the potential impact upon each site has been undertaken 
using the assessment matrix outlined in Chapter 3.  

 

6.2 Importance of known sites within the study area  

6.2.1 There are eight sites of Regional importance within the study area (1-3,7-9, 
17 and 41) 

 
6.2.2 There are twenty-seven sites of Local importance within the study area (4, 5, 

10,- 16, 19, 20, 22-33, and 37-40) 
 
6.2.3 There are six sites of Less than Local importance within the study area (6, 

18, 21, 34, 35 and 36) 

6.3 Impact magnitude and significance on known sites 

6.3.1 Forty-one known sites lie within the proposed development corridor that may 
potentially be directly impacted upon by the proposed pipeline construction. 

 
6.3.2 It is assumed in this assessment that all of the identified sites will be avoided 

as much as possible during groundbreaking works. 
 
Table 4: Summary of identified sites of Cultural Heritage interest.  
Site 
No 

Site type  Importance  Magnitude Significance 

1 Township Regional Negligible Negligible 
2 Township Regional Negligible Negligible 
3 Township Regional Negligible Negligible 
4 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
5 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
6 Turf Bank Less Than Local Negligible Negligible 
7 Structure Regional Negligible Negligible 
8 Structure Regional Negligible Negligible 
9 Enclosure Regional Negligible Negligible 
10 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
11 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
12 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
13 Cairn Local Negligible Negligible 
14 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
15 Shieling Local Negligible Negligible 
16 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
17 Structure Regional Negligible Negligible 
18 Boundary Less Than Local Negligible Negligible 
19 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
20 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
21 Structure Less Than Local Negligible Negligible 
22 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
23 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
24 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
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25 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
26 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
27 Boat Noost Local Negligible Negligible 
28 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
29 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
30 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
31 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
32 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
33 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
34 Cairn Less Than Local Negligible Negligible 
35 Cairn Less Than Local Negligible Negligible 
36 Cairn Less Than Local Negligible Negligible 
37 Boat Shed Local Negligible Negligible 
38 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
39 Boundary Local Negligible Negligible 
40 Structure Local Negligible Negligible 
41 Township Regional Negligible Negligible 

6.4 Results 

6.4.1 The results derived from assessment of impacts on known sites within the 
proposed development corridor using the Matrix outlined in Table 3 has 
demonstrated that there will be a negligible effect on all known sites within 
the development corridor, if the assumptions in 6.3.2. are upheld.  
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7 Summary and Conclusions 

7.1 General  

7.1.1 Forty-one sites were identified within 100m of the proposed route of the new 
pipeline from a desk-based assessment and walkover survey. These sites 
are described in detail in Appendix 1 and annotated on Figures 1-11.   

7.2 Discussion and recommendations  

Limitations of the survey results. 
 

7.2.1 Adverse weather conditions and limited winter working hours meant access 
was severely limited to some sections of the study corridor. Because of this, 
approximately 1km of the pipeline was not covered by the walkover survey. 
This area is annotated on Figure 1.  Study of aerial photographs of this area 
revealed rig and furrow and an associated enclosure.  This suggests further 
sites exist within this area not recorded in this report.  

 
 

Archaeological potential of the study area. 
 
7.2.2 Agricultural land-use has been the principal factor shaping the landscape of 

the study area and influencing the potential for the survival of other 
archaeological remains not detected by this study.  

 
7.2.3 Twenty-three of these sites have been identified as pre-dating the 1st edition 

Ordnance Survey map (1-3, 7-10, 17-20, 22-26, 28-30, 32, 38, 39 and 41) 
and are associated with pre-clearance land-use.  The areas in which these 
sites are located may have been occupied from as far back as the early 
medieval period.  There is also the possibility that some of the structures 
have earlier elements incorporated within them or underlying them.   

 
7.2.4 An additional fourteen sites (4-6, 11-15, 20, 21, 27, 31, 35, and 36) were 

identified that may also have origins in the early medieval period, however, it 
was not possible to ascertain this during this assessment. 

 
7.2.5 Nonetheless, the presence of so many sites within the study area suggests 

that there is a potential for archaeological remains to occur ranging from the 
Prehistoric and early medieval to the post medieval period. The 
archaeological potential of the study area is therefore high. 

 
Archaeological Proposals 

 
7.2.6 To mitigate against any potential damage to these sites, and to allow for the 

limitations of the initial walkover assessment, it is suggested that a system of 
micrositing (using the known extents of sites as shown on Figure 1 and 
professional judgement) should take place prior to any groundbreaking 
works being carried out. This is in order to avoid any known areas of 
archaeological importance as much as possible. 

 
7.2.7 This micrositing will also give the opportunity to assess the area not covered 

by the walkover survey carried out in December 2007, in order to identify any 
further upstanding remains not currently recorded within this area.   

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


 
 
Leurbost Water Supply Mains, Desk-based Assessment and Walk over survey 
 

7-2 

 
7.2.8 In addition to this, it is proposed that archaeological monitoring is carried out 

where groundbreaking works are undertaken. Any trenching should allow for 
an assessment of the potential presence/absence of archaeological sites 
and deposits to be made.  

 
7.2.9 Any final decision on the scale and extent of preconstruction mitigation or 

subsequent monitoring will be decided by Mary Macleod, Archaeological 
advisor to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.  .  
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Appendix A  -  Gazetteer 

Site 
No.  

Site 
Name 

Site 
Type 

NGR NMRS 
/SMR No. Source Designation Description 

1 Luirbost Township NB37392560 NB32NE 3 NMRS, 
Maps 

None The NMRS records a township comprising seventy-six roofed buildings, two partially 
roofed buildings, one of which is annotated as Ruins, fifty unroofed buildings, several 
of which are annotated as Ruins, several enclosures and a head-dyke.  All are 
depicted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map. 

2 Tob 
Meavig 

Township NB38482360 NB32SE 
19 

NMRS, 
Maps 

None The NMRS records a township comprising three unroofed buildings, all annotated as 
Ruins and one of which is annotated as a Mill (NB 3709 2398).  Three enclosures 
and a head-dyke are depicted at this location on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 
1:2500 map. 

3 Cnoc 
Torravig 

Township NB385236 NB32SE 
15 

NMRS, 
Maps 

None The NMRS records the presence of a township comprising eleven unroofed buildings 
- all annotated as Ruins one of which is annotated as Luirbost Manse - Three 
enclosures and a head-dyke are depicted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 
1:2500 map 
. 

4  Structure NB3863223079  Field 
Survey 

None A rectilinear structure orientated NNE-SSW and measuring 5.0m x 4.0m is defined 
by a turf bank approximately 0.30m in height and 2.0m wide. A sub-circular feature is 
attached to the SSE, defined by heather and vegetation change, this feature 
measures approx 8.0m in diameter. 

5  Structure NB3862923169  Field 
Survey 

None A sub-rectangular structure, measuring approximately 5.0m x 5.0m is defined by turf 
and stone built walls.  The walls are approximately 2.0m thick nd are upstanding to a 
height of 0.30m. 

6  Turf Bank NB3860923202  Field 
Survey 

None A linear bank constructed from turf, 2.0m wide by 0.30m high runs in a easterly 
direction for approximately 40.0m before curving to the south and becoming 
gradually less distinct at NGR: NB 38649 23023. 

7  Structure NB3859623449 NB32SE 
19 

Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None A T shaped structure is noted at this location on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 
1:2500 map. Field survey identified the remains of this site at NGR: NB 38621 23446 
along with the remains of a second structure, at NGR: NB 38640 23435, 
approximately 10.0m to the NE of the study corridor. Within the study corridor, an 
associated Hollow-way, measuring 4.0m wide was noted  with upcast banks on 
either side approximately 1.0m high and 2.0m wide. This runs NW-SE for 
approximately 50.0m until NGR: NB 38588 23439, where the southernmost bank 
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Site 
No.  

Site 
Name 

Site 
Type 

NGR NMRS 
/SMR No. Source Designation Description 

disappears into the heather.  The northernmost bank commences at NGR: NB 38627 
23424 and follows the line of the southernmost bank, continuing for a further 30.0m 
to the NW after the termination of the southern bank, before this also disappears into 
the bog and heather.  A large glacial erratic sits on top of a rocky outcrop at the end 
of the hollow-way. Measuring approximately 1.5.0m wide x 1.0m high x 0.50m deep, 
this sits at a strategic point in the landscape which allows a full view of the rock from 
the sea, through a saddled point at the shore (NB3885, 2325) between Caannmhor 
(NB 3905, 2340) and Beinn a Chladaich Mhor (NB3830, 2303). There are an 
additional two or three large orthostats within the area, which may be related to the 
unusually sited glacial erratic, although it is more likely that they are as a result of 
collapse or geological movement. 

8  Structure NB3851023579  Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None The 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map indicates three unroofed structures at 
this location: These structures comprise two sub-rectangular and one L-shaped 
structure.  The L-shaped structure, is bisected into two compartments and measures 
5.0m x 3.0m and 3.0m x 3.0m. The walls of the structure are of stone and turf 
construction and survive to a height of 0.50m high and approximately 1m deep.  A 
series of banks surround the structure which survives to a height of approximately 
0.30m high. The remains of a large rectilinear structure were also identified at NGR: 
NB 38512, 23569. This structure measures 11.0m x 4.0m internally and is bisected 
into 2 compartments. The walls are of dry stone and turf construction and survive to 
approximately 1.0m in height by 2.0m deep. To the south of these structures are the 
remains of a sub-circular structure measuring approximately 13.0m in diameter on a 
platform at NGR: NB 38528 23587. The structure is defined by stone and turf walls 
surviving to a height of 0.3.0m and are approximately 1m deep.  A further sub-
circular structure was identified at NGR: NB 38492 23574, measuring approximately 
9.0m in diameter. The walls of this structure are constructed from stone and turf and 
survive to 0.30m in height.   

9 Luirbost 
Manse 

Enclosure NB3844123674 NB32SE 
15 

Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None A large site with five compartments and a bank on the northern side running uphill 
from the shoreline SW-NE is depicted here on the on the 1st edition Ordnance 
Survey 1:2500 map.  This is annotated as 'Luirbost Manse' (NB. This is a different 
area to the 'Luirbost Manse' of site 17.) Field survey located a large rectilinear stone-
built enclosure, measuring approximately 20.0m x 10.0m and 2-3 courses in height : 
SW corner NB38494, 23648; SE corner NB 38514, 23658; NE corner NB 38511, 
23668; NW corner NB 38488, 23672.  At the NE corner of site 17 the wall extends 
out past the enclosure to the north and connects with a stone-built structure of larger 
-sized orthostats than the adjacent enclosure. This structure is approximately 1.0m in 
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Site 
No.  

Site 
Name 

Site 
Type 

NGR NMRS 
/SMR No. Source Designation Description 

height and is bisected into two compartments, the easternmost measures 2.0m x 
2.0m internally, the westernmost measuring 8.0m x 2.0m internally. An entrance is 
visible in the south wall. A dyke of drystone construction survives to a height of 
0.3.0m high and starts at the SW corner of site 17 and continues in a westerly 
direction for approximately 10.0m where it turns at NB 38485, 23645 and continues 
north until NB 38464, 23648 where it disappears into the heather. The bank then re-
emerges at NB 38470, 23676 where it meets site 24, before curving uphill to the east 
and adjoining site 18 in the NE corner at NB 38504 23680. A turf and stone dyke, 
surviving to a height of 0.3.0m runs in a northerly direction from the NW edge of site 
17 until NB 38490 23682, where it turns to the east and meets up with the NW 
corner of site 18. To the east of this bank, a number of sporadic areas of turf bank 
were noted but due to the poor quality of the remains, and the weather conditions 
during the survey, no discernable direction or structure could be recorded from the 
banking. However, it is noted that on the 6 inch: to the mile 1st edition OS map, a 
small rectilinear structure is denoted to the east of the recorded wall. The banking 
recorded during field survey may be the remains of this structure. The remains of a 
rectilinear structure measuring 10.0m x 4.0m is located 25.0m to the north east of 
site 17. It is defined by turf and stone walls 1.0m thick, which are approximately 
0.3.0m in height. A sub-circular sheiling hut measuring 4.0m in diameter with walls 
1.0m thick constructed from turf and stone survives to a height of 0.3.0m. An 
entrance is visible on the SW side of this structure. A cairn of large orthostats 
standing to a height of over 1.0m high and measuring over 1.0m in diameter sits to 
the NW of site 17. This may possibly be the cleared remains of the structure noted in 
site 20. A substantial turf bank measuring approximately 0.5.0m high x 1.50m wide 
sits to the north of site 3, running from the shore of Tob Shuardail uphill along the 
northern side of Luirbost Manse (site 3). This bank is noted on the 1st edition 
Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map. 

10  Structure NB3839323703   Maps,  None Three unroofed sub-circular structures were identified on the 1st edition Ordnance 
Survey 1:2500 map. These sites were not identified during the field survey carried 
out in December 2007. 

11  Structure NB3833923677   Field 
Survey 

None A rectilinear structure measuring approximately 3.0m x 4.0m was identified during a 
field survey carried out in December 2007. This structure was constructed from turf 
banks that survived to a height of approximately 0.30m high. 

12  Structure NB3833323690   Field 
Survey 

None Field survey identified a rectangular structure measuring 3.0m x 4.0m wide surviving 
to a height of approximately 0.3.0m. 
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No.  

Site 
Name 

Site 
Type 

NGR NMRS 
/SMR No. Source Designation Description 

13  Cairn NB3832023717   Field 
Survey 

None Field survey revealed the presence of a cairn constructed from small stones 
measuring 1.50m diameter and 1.0m in height situated to the SE of site 26, on the 
western slope of Achadh Shuardail.  It is presumed that this feature is a clearance 
cairn.   

14  Structure NB3832223744 NB32SE 
19 

 Field 
Survey 

None Two rectilinear structures are built into the west side of Achadh Shuardail and are 
defined by sporadic orthostats and turf mounds. The northernmost (NB 38319 
23747, rectilinear) measures 4.0m x 4.0m.  Approximately 4.0m to the SE of this 
feature, is a second rectilinear structure (NGR:NB 38321 23736), measuring  4.0m x 
3.0m. A sub-circular shieling is situated to the south east of these two structures at 
NB 38318 23726.   

15  Shieling NB3828623877   Field 
Survey 

None A probable sheiling, defined by one course of medium sized drystone construction ( 
0.30m) measures approximately 3.0m in diameter. The walls sit are approximately 
1.0m thick.  An entrance was identified on the NW side. 

16  Structure NB3826824308  APs None Study of aerial photographs revealed the presence of a rectilinear structureat this 
location.  This site was not accessed during the walkover survey carried out in 
December 2007. 

17 Luirbost 
Manse 

Structure NB3820424737   Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None The remains of a 'Luirbost Manse' are denoted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 
1:2500 map. The map shows three unroofed structures with a path and a number of 
field boundaries coming off the structures. Field survey identified the remains of a 
field bank constructed from turf and stone at NGR: NB 38266 24677 surviving in 
poor condition at a height of 0.5m. This continues in an E direction until it meets the 
modern fence line and in a W direction until NGR: NB 38246, 24695. To the south at 
NGR: NB 38263, 24660 are the remains of an indiscernible structure, by a single 
course of stone and turf bank. A drystone wall sits to the E of this, with  two concrete 
gateposts. At NGR: NB 38218, 24746 field survey revealed a rectilinear structure 
defined by turf and stone bank approximately 2 courses high. This measures 7.0m x 
3.50m. To the S of this, a stone wall continues for approximately 4m, before 
doglegging  to the E. 

18  Boundary NB3810624791   Maps  None Part of Site 1. Five, possibly six unroofed structures are shown at this location on the 
1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500. These are annotated as 'Ruins'. Field survey 
carried out in December 2007 did not detect these, but recorded the remains of a 
substantial dry-stone wall measuring approx 1.5m in height. This runs N-S down 
from the coast and continued uphill to the N for at least 100m. 

19  Structure NB3803524858   Maps, 
Field 

None Part of Site 1. The 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500 notes a 'Ruin' at this location. 
However, the extent of these are not clearly defined. Field survey identified the turf 
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No.  

Site 
Name 

Site 
Type 

NGR NMRS 
/SMR No. Source Designation Description 

Survey and stone remains of a rectilinear structure within a field of improved land. These 
survive to a height of 0.30m and have an associated enclosure to the N. The 
structure measures approximately 5.0m x 4.0m and the enclosure loops around from 
the SW comer to create a large oval -shaped space approx 10.0m x 4.0m. The 
remains of rig and furrow can be seen to the north of this structure. 

20  Structure NB3798824891   Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None Part of site 1. A 'P' shaped unroofed structure is noted on the 1st edition Ordnance 
Survey 1:2500 at this location. Field survey revealed the remnants of a stone built 
field boundary approximately 0.5.0m in height oriented in an N-S direction for. 

21  Structure NB3794624870   Field 
Survey 

None Part of site 1. A field boundary or possibly a structure associated with stock handling, 
was identified.  The structure was oriented N-S, 6.0m in length surviving to a height 
of 0.5m and oriented E-W, surviving to a height of 0.30m high. 

22  Structure NB3788724911   Maps None Part of site 1. Three unroofed structures annotated as 'Ruins' were identified at this 
location on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500.  No remains of the site were 
noted during the Field survey. 

23  Structure NB3777925006   Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None Part of Site 1. Five unroofed structures are annotated on the 1st edition Ordnance 
Survey 1:2500 at this location. Field survey revealed, a structure 1.0m in height at 
NGR: NB 37779 25016. This had two compartments, measuring 8.0m x 4.0m and 
3.0m x 5.0m surviving to a height of approximately 2.0m.  A possible second 
structure with similar dimensions was revealed approximately 10.0m SW of this, 
incorporating outcrops of bedrock within the construction. 

24  Structure NB3771425118   Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None Part of Site 1. Seven unroofed structures annotated as 'Ruins' are recorded on the 
1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500.  Field survey did not identify the remains of any 
of these structures within the development corridor, but did record a structure 
measuring approximately 4.0m in diameter surviving to a height of 1.50m. At first 
believed to be a cairn, further investigation noted that the bottom of this structure had 
4 fixed courses of stone walling.  A stone wall was also identified at NGR: NB37743 
25115, not noted on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map. This wall survives 
to approximately 1.50m complete with coping stones. This wall is oriented E-W until 
it meets the modern fence line to the west. The wall then continues to the north for 
50m and the south for 40m, following the modern fence line. 

25  Structure NB3756825162   Maps, None Part of Site 1. A site consisting of at least seven ruinous structures and associated 
field boundaries was identified at this location on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 
1:2500 map. Field survey revealed the remains of a number of turf banks standing to 
a height of 0.30m and a number of clearance cairns in this area. 
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26  Structure NB3731325425   Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None Part of Site 1. The 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500  map depicts a large 
structure with an internal compartment measuring 20.0m x 30.0m. A smaller 
rectilinear structure was noted to the west of this measuring 7.0m x 15.0m. Field 
survey identified these sites but noted that all surviving upstanding remains lie 
outwith the study corridor. 

27  Boat 
Noost 

NB3709125424   Field 
Survey 

None Part of Site 1. Field survey revealed a boat noost 3.0m wide x 2.0m long at this 
location.  This is defined by low walling and sits on the shore of Loch Liurbost. 

28  Structure NB3698525460   Maps,  None Part of site 1. The 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500  Map shows an unroofed 
structure at this location annotated as a 'Ruin'. Field survey was unable to locate any 
remains of this site. 

29  Structure NB3683825501   Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None Part of Site 1. A structure is identified on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500  
map at this location. Field survey identified the remains of a structure measuring 
4.0m x 6.0m defined by turf and stone and surviving to a height of 0.50m.  

30  Structure NB3674525530   Maps None Part of Site 1. The 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500  map shows five unroofed 
structures annotated as 'Ruins' at this location. Field survey located a number of 
clearance cairns in a field of rig and furrow. These are all situated on a bank running 
E-W, at the top of N-S running banks approximately 3.0m apart. The cairns all stood 
to approximately 1m in height and are situated at: NB 36750 25528; NB 36756 
25529; NB 36762 25528 and NB 36760 25515. 

31  Structure NB3663525561   Field 
Survey 

None Part of Site 1. A structure, defined by turf mounds and sporadic stones was identified 
during  field survey.  This measures 2.0m x 2.0m approx surviving to a height of 
0.30m.  
 Frequent clearance cairns were identified within this area. 

32  Structure NB3656225595  Maps,  None Part of Site 1.  The 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500  map depicts an unroofed 
building at this  location, annotated as a 'Ruin'.  No trace was found of this during the 
field survey.  . 

33  Structure NB3633625644   Field 
Survey 

None Field survey revealed an earlier field boundary constructed from stone .   

34  Cairn NB3626625646   Field 
Survey 

None A large clearance cairn of large stones some greater than 1m in diameter sits in the 
SE corner of an improved field. This is orientated SSE-NNW and measures 8.0m x 
6.0m x 2.0m. This appears to be a fairly recent deposit.  A stone built field boundary 
to the east of this was identified underneath a post and wire fence. This runs N-S on 
the eastern side of a field of improved land.  

35  Cairn NB3626625700   Field None A clearance cairn comprising many large stones was noted in an area filled with rig 
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Survey and furrow. The cairn measured  2.0m x 2.0m x 1.0m high. 
36  Cairn NB3622325682   Field 

Survey 
None A clearance comprising large stones was noted at this location and measured  2.0m 

x 2.0m x 0.50m high.  
37  Boat 

Shed 
NB3619725686   Field 

Survey 
None A small corrugated iron boatshed on a concrete platform was identified during field 

survey carried out in December 2007. This measured 1.50m x 2.0m and stands to 
2.0m in height. It is oriented E-W. 

38  Structure NB3917124549   Maps,  None Part of site 41. An unroofed structure was identified at this point on the 1st edition 
Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map.  A pathway sits to the N of this running E-W. This 
pathway leads from Crossbost Church and School to the west of this site into 
Crossbost. Field survey did not detect the remains of this structure. 

39  Boundary NB3823738790   Field 
Survey 

None A head dyke was identified running along the eastern side of Tob Shuardail. This 
survives to four courses (approx 1m) high and is approximately 0.5m deep. 

40 Luirbost 
Manse 

Structure NB3854524687 NB32SE 
32 

NMRS, 
Maps, 
Field 
Survey 

None The NMRS notes that a manse is situated at this location. This sits to the north of the 
modern-day cemetery and is currently Lochs Crossbost Parish Church. 

41  Township NB3950124521 NB32SE 
22 

NMRS, 
Maps 

None The NMRS notes that a township comprising of twenty-nine roofed, two partially 
roofed, seven unroofed buildings, several enclosures and a head-dyke is depicted on 
the 1st edition Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map. 
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Appendix B  -  DES Entry 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Leurbost 

PROJECT CODE: B0570000/30442 

PARISH:  Lochs 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Kirsten Mckee 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  Jacobs UK  

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Desk-Based Assessment and Walkover Survey 

NMRS NO(S):  N/A 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  N/A 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  N/A 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) NB 3825 2470 

START DATE (this season) December 2007 

END DATE (this season) December 2007 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.) N/A 

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  
(May include information from 
other fields) 

 

A desk-based assessment and walkover survey was conducted to assess the 
potential impacts upon the Archaeology and Cultural Heritage resulting from the 
insertion of a stretch of pipeline E-W from the western end of Leurbost to the 
western end of Crossbost (NB 3620 2567 – NB 3916 2454) and N-S from the 
eastern end of Leurbost to Bheinn a’ Chladdich Mhoir (NB 3827 2475 – NB 3850 
2280). 

Thirty-nine sites were identified within 100m of the proposed route of the new 
pipeline from a desk-based assessment and walkover survey. Eighteen of these 
sites were identified as pre-dating the first edition Ordnance Survey map and are 
associated with pre-clearance land-use, potentially being occupied from as far 
back as the early medieval period. A walkover survey of the proposed 
development recorded seventeen additional sites and verified the surviving 
remains of nine of the sites identified on the first edition Ordnance Survey map.  

The presence of so many sites within the study area suggests that there is a 
high potential for archaeological remains to occur ranging from the early 
medieval period to the post medieval period.  To mitigate against any potential 
damage to these sites, it was suggested that a system of micrositing should take 
place prior to any groundbreaking works being carried out. and that 
archaeological monitoring is carried out wherever groundbreaking works are 
undertaken. 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  Micrositing prior to construction works and Watching Brief 

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: N/A 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  Scottish Water Solutions 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

Jacobs UK ,  

27 Abercromby Place 

Edinburgh 

EH3 6QE 
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EMAIL ADDRESS: kirsten.mckee@jacobs.com 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

NMRS 
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