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Programme of archaeological work at land adjacent to 27 Church
End, Hanley Castle, Worcestershire

Introduction
A programme of archaeological work was carried out at land adjacent to 27 Church End, Hanley
Castle, Worcestershire (SO 8386 4203; Fig 1) at the request of Mr Chris Partridge. This work was
undertaken in compliance with a brief from Mike Glyde of Worcestershire Archive and
Archaeology Service (dated 31st July 2013, planning ref MH/10/0551 condition no.5) and in
accordance with a written scheme of investigation provided by Martin Cook BA MIfA and
approved by Mike Glyde of Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service. The construction
work involved the construction of a single domestic dwelling.

The project was undertaken in order to

• Observe all ground-breaking activity and

• Provide a stratigraphic record and interpretation of deposits exposed by the groundworks,
the extent and depth of the groundworks and a record of all finds and environmental
material.

The documentary material
Historic mapping
The earliest available map was the Hanley Castle inclosure plan of 1797 (Fig 2.1). The building
now known as 27 Church End is present but there is no recognisable detail regarding the area of the
the existing site. The position is clearer on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1887 (Fig 2.2)
which shows the existing site as a garden, flanked to the north-east, south-west and north-west by
the existing buildings. The Ordnance Survey maps of 1904 (Fig 2.2) and 1928 (Fig 2.3) show no
significant differences.

The Worcestershire Historic Environment Record
The immediately surrounding sites date from the 14th to the 20th centuries. These are:

14th century
St Mary's Church (WSM 07831) is a Grade II* listed parish church. It dates from the early 14th
century with other major building periods in 1674 and 1858. It is of sandstone rubble and limestone
with tower, chancel, and north chancel aisle of brick, and tile roof. It comprises a nave, north aisle,
tower between nave and chancel, north chancel aisle and north and south porches. The advowson
was given by William Fitz Osbern to the abbey of Lire (Normandy). In 1236 it was leased to Little
Malvern Priory, which retained the patronage of the church until the Dissolution. The Benefice of
Hanley Castle is mentioned in the Taxatio of Pope Nicholas IV in 1291. The benefice included the
church at Hanley Castle valued at £6 13s 4d and a portion valued at £10 13s 4d to the Abbot of Lyre
Abbey and another portion of £4 6s 8d to the vicar of Hanley Castle.

16th century
Glebe Cottage (WSM 20576) is a house of c 1500. It is of timber-framing and brick with a tile roof.
I has a hall on its right-hand side, of a single storey with an attic. The front wall is close-studded
with a middle rail. There is a 20th century window towards the left and a gabled attic dormer. A
lean-to against the right-hand gable wall is probably on the site of a screens passage. A gabled
cross-wing on the left-hand side was under repair at the time of the survey (May 1986), with its
frame partly dismantled. There is a projecting chimney stack against the left-hand wall. The interior
has a chamfered main beam supporting an inserted ceiling in the hall lodged on the middle rail of
the front wall. The central truss of the hall said to have an arch-braced collar.

The Three Kings public house (WSM 29196) is classified as a 'true cruck' in the Council for British
Archaeology's Research Report Cruck Construction (Alcock 1981) which notes that the building
was originally for domestic use. There were three cruck trusses surviving when the building was
recorded. The apex is of the type (A) where the blades hardly meet and are not jointed at the apex,



being held together by a collar. Subjectively, the blade form was assessed as a smooth single curve.
The main wall material was originally timber.

Sixth Form House, Hanley Castle High School, (WSM 42272) is now a school building, formerly a
house. It is of c 1600 with mid 19th century alterations and is built of timber-framing and brick with
tile roofs. The earliest façade, facing south- west, has a range of one storey with an attic on the left-
hand side. This is of three bays with gabled attic dormers. The middle bay now has no window on
the ground floor, has three exposed principal posts, and close-studding above a middle rail. There
are doorways in the middle and right bays. Adjoining to the right are two parallel gabled wings of
two storeys.

17th century
Hanley Castle Grammar School (WSM 05819) is a school dating to the 17th century with later
alterations. It is of brick and timber-framing with a tile roof and of two storeys. One gable faces
north-west. The ground floor is underbuilt with brick and has a window. To the left is a doorway
and window with stone surround. The first floor is close studded with a middle rail and has a central
window, and a small window on the left-hand side. It is reputed to be the Grammar School in
Market Snodsbury in the book, Right Ho Jeeves (Wodehouse 1934).

29 Church End (WSM 20570) is aGd II listed house. It is of timber-framing in square panels with
brick infill and a tile roof. Itis of one storey with an attic. On the ground floor are two pairs of 20th
century casements with glazing bars. There are two attic dormers and a chimney on the right-hand
side behind ridge. In the interior one chamfered spine beam is visible.

Kantara Cottage (WSM 20577) is a 17th century house, re-fronted in the mid 19th century. It is of
timber-framing and brick with a tile roof, comprising one storey with an attic and of two bays. The
ground floor windows are of three lights with timber mullions and segmental heads. The upper
windows are partly within gabled dormers. The door, between the bays, has a gabled timber hood on
brackets and the chimney is in line with the door. Both gable walls have exposed timber-framing in
irregular square panels, with vertical struts between tie-beam and collar and V-struts above.

White Cottage (WSM 40568 and 42436) is described as a 17th century timber framed cottage with
18th century modifications. It has a partly rendered, tile roof and is of two storeys. The west wall
has a gabled one-bay cross-wing at right and irregularly-spaced casement windows. There are two
windows on the ground floor towards the left. The chimney is to the left of the cross-wing, forward
of the ridge. The left-hand gable wall has exposed framing, with curved braces to the tie-beam. The
rear wall of the cross-wing has some square panelled framing and a truss with vertical struts
between tie-beam and collar.

Building recording undertaken at White Cottage after demolition of a 1960s extension and before
construction of a new extension (Cook 2010) demonstrated that the earliest phase was of the 17th
century, which was broadly contemporary with other similar buildings in the immediate vicinity,
with timber-framed extensions taking place between then and the early 18th century. A masonry
fireplace and bread oven was added against the north-west elevation in the late 17th to early 18th
century. Further extension in brick took place in the mid to late 20th century. Although now classed
as a ‘cottage’ it was noted that this dwelling would not have be occupied by the lowest classes of
society but by a person or family of means such as a craftsman or someone in business. A
comparison was made with the dwelling occupied by the weaver, Silas Marner (Eliot 1861).

The Nibletts (WSM 42271) is of timber-framing and brick with a tile roof. It is of 'L' plan and two
storeys. The windows are 20th century casements. It has a cross-wing on the left-hand side of one
bay, with framing replaced by brick except for the principal post on the left and the roof truss,
which has three struts between the tie-beam and collar and V-struts above. The range adjoining at
right angles to the right has some exposed square-panelled framing. It has two windows on the
ground floor and one on the first floor. A door at the angle of the two wings opens into the cross-
wing. The chimney projects from the right-hand gable and on the left-hand wall of the cross-wing.
On the right-hand side there is a gable truss similar to that of the cross-wing.

Hobbits (WSM 05830) is of the 17th century with mid 18th century alterations. It is of timber-
framing with brick infill on a brick base with a tile roof. The framing is in two rows of square panels



above a high sill beam. It is of one storey with an attic and of three bays. The attic is lit by gabled
dormers. The door, between the first and second bays, has an open timber porch with shaped
bargeboards. There are chimneys on the gables and to the left of the door. The left-hand gable wall
has been rebuilt in brick with the chimney stack inscribed '1751'. In the interior the door opens into
a lobby against a reconstructed inglenook. The middle ground floor room has a chamfered spine
beam, and a wall framed in square panels which divides it from the right-hand room.

19th century
Lodge Farm (WSM 52188) is a partially extant 19th century unlisted farmstead with unconverted
buildings. It has a loose courtyard with three sides of the courtyard formed by working agricultural
buildings. Additional, prominent detached elements to the main plan, include a smaller secondary
yard. The farmhouse is detached and set away from the yard. There has been significant loss
(greater than 50%) of traditional buildings. Traditional buildings seen on the 2nd edition Ordnance
Survey map which are still extant include a possible pigsty and outbuildings around the secondary
courtyard in the north-west of the farmstead and a large barn/outbuilding north-east of the main
farmhouse

A row of almshouses (WSM 05831) are possibly mid 19th century with 18th century remains. They
are of brick and timber-framing with a hipped tile roof. Below the eaves is a band of timber-framing
in square panels. The pegging suggests that the lower part of the wall has never been of timber-
framing. They are of one storey with an attic. The south wall, facing the church, is of five bays. The
windows are timber casements with those on the ground floor having segmental heads. The attic is
lit by gabled dormers. Chimneys are on the front wall to the right of the second and fourth bays. The
doorways are in the north wall under gabled tiled hoods.

20th century
The War Memorial north of the church (WSM 05827) is of c 1920 incorporating medieval
fragments. The base is of square plan mounted on two steps and inscribed with the names of the
dead. There is a tapering octagonal shaft carved with a sacred monogram. The cross head is carved
with tracery and with a crucifix.

It is clear that there was considerable building or re-building activity in Hanley Castle during the
late medieval and early post-medieval periods.

The fieldwork
General
Fieldwork took place on the 17th and 24th, January and the 10th, 11th, and 19th February 2014. It
comprised observation of all ground breaking activity with records (drawing and photographs) made
as appropriate.

Description and interpretation
Initially, the area of the entrance and driveway and garage was stripped to bring the depth to
formation level at approximately 0.3m beneath existing ground level (Figs 3.1, 4 and 6). The depth
of the topsoil, a very dark, grey-brown sandy loam with occasional small stones (context 001), was
considerable and at no point did the excavation penetrate beneath this layer.

As a consequence of this depth of topsoil, the excavations for the footings of the new dwelling were
dug to a considerable depth (of about 1.7m) beneath existing ground level. For the most part the
deposits were unremarkable comprising the topsoil (context 001) and the natural subsoil, a brown-
orange sand with abundant small, rounded stones, upon which the topsoil directly lay. However, at
the north-west corner of the footings a substantial, near vertically-sided, flat-bottomed cut,
approximately 3m wide where it cut the natural, was identified (context 004; Figs 3.2 and 3.3;
Section 1). This cut was identified again on the north-east side of the footings (context 007; Figs 3.2
and 3.3; Section 2). At its north-west end, two fills could be identified. The upper fill, context 002,
was a dark grey brown sandy clay with brown-orange sand and stones; the lower, context 003, was
a very dark grey brown sandy clay. On the north-east side of the footings only one fill could be
identified: the same very dark grey brown sandy clay (context 006) as context 003.



Linking these features (Fig 3.2) produces a broad, flat-bottomed ditch running approximately west-
south-west to north-north-east. This runs almost parallel to the street frontage at this point, at a
distance of approximately 6.5m to its north-west. There are no obvious major features on the
historic mapping to which this ditch might relate. However, there is a property boundary running
west-south-west on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1887 and the 2nd edition of 1904 (Fig
2.2) from the corner of the adjacent Kantara Cottage (WSM 20577) which runs parallel with the
recorded feature a short distance to the south-east (Fig 3.4). Unfortunately, there was no firm dating
evidence from contexts 002, 003 or 006. It is practically certain that the ditch is earlier than the
earliest of the historic mapping (ie the inclosure plan of 1797). Since the sherd of recovered pottery,
dating to the late 15th to 16th century (see below), is large and unabraded, it is possible that it was
protected by being within the fill of the ditch and that the ditch dates to this time, being associated
with the extensive building activity that took place during the late medieval and early post-medieval
periods.

The Finds
The full finds report is included as Appendix 2. A single, unstratified sherd of pottery was retrieved
from the site. The sherd was well-preserved with very little abrasion and could be identified as the
rim from a large jar/bunghole jar form of late 15th-16th century date (Fig 7). The vessel was of
oxidised glazed Malvernian ware (fabric 69), a fabric type widely documented to have been
produced in and around the parish of Hanley Castle itself between the mid 13th and early 17th
centuries.

Depositional and post-depositional processes
The unusual feature on this site was the extraordinary depth of the topsoil. Google Maps shows that
the site, formerly in the ownership of Kantara Cottage, was used in the recent past to grow flowers
and vegetables. Google Street View shows that these were offered for sale, presumably on a casual
and occasional basis. It is likely that the site was subjected to a process known as 'double digging'
and thus would account for the depth of the topsoil and the lack of a readily identifiable subsoil.

Summary
A programme of archaeological work was carried out at 27 Church End, Hanley Castle,
Worcestershire. The project identified a broad flat-bottomed ditch running approximately west-
south-west to north-north-east. Although there was no direct dating evidence for this feature it must
certainly pre-date the earliest historic mapping of 1797 and may be as early as the single large sherd
of unstratified pottery that was recovered (viz late 15th to 16th century).
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Appendix 1: List of the contexts

Context number Description Interpretation
001 Very dark grey brown sandy loam with occasional small stones Topsoil
002 Dark grey brown sandy clay with brown-orange sand ans stones Lens
003 Very dark grey brown sandy clay Fill of 004
004 Near vertically-sided, flat-bottomed cut Ditch (same as 007)
005 Brown-orange sand with abundant small, rounded stones Natural subsoil
006 Very dark grey brown sandy clay Fill of 007
007 Near vertically-sided, flat-bottomed cut Ditch (same as 004)



Appendix 2: The finds



Artefact report for 27 Church End, Hanley Castle

Artefactual analysis

Aims

The brief required an assessment of the quantity, range and potential of artefactual material from
excavation.

The aims of the finds assessment were:

a) to identify, sort, spot date, and quantify all artefacts

b) to describe the range of artefacts present

c) to preliminarily assess the significance of the artefacts

Results of analysis

A single, unstratified sherd of pottery was retrieved from the site. The sherd was well-preserved with very
little abrasion and could be identified as the rim from a large jar/bunghole jar form of late 15th-16th century
date (cf. Deansway type 69.8, Bryant 2004, 304). The vessel was of oxidised glazed Malvernian ware
(fabric 69), a fabric type widely documented to have been produced in and around the parish of Hanley
Castle itself between the mid 13th and early 17th centuries.
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