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1. Introduction and Non-Technical Summary 

1.1 Archaeological Excavation Services have been approached by Mrs Tracy Hadwin of 
Keystone Design Associates to carry out an archaeological watching brief on
groundworks prior to the erection of five dormer bungalows on land at the rear of 2-8 
Briercliffe Avenue, Blackpool, FY3 9LY. The investigations are being undertaken in 
accordance with an archaeological condition on outline planning permission
(Application No. 09/0652).

.
1.2 This document defines the areas to be investigated and the methodologies to be used. 
.

2. The Development Area

2.1 The site covers approximately 1000sq.m. and is situated at the rear of housing located 
on Preston Old Road and Briercliffe Road at NGR SD 3269 3491 (Fig. 3). The area was 
originally in use for vehicle garages, located in between Preston Old Road and Higham 
Grove and accessed via the Briercliffe Road entrance

3. Geology

3.1 The solid geology of the area comprises Triassic mudstones, which underlies the 
majority of the Lower Wyre catchment, and includes Keuper Marl, Dolomitic,
Conglomerate and Rhaetic, overlain by glacial drift and blown sand. The soil is clayey 
loam above stiffer clays.The landscape type is characterised by gently undulating or flat 
lowland farmland divided by low clipped hedges with a high density of small marl pit 
field ponds. Many hedgerows have been removed to form larger fields with increasing 
urban development towards the coastal region
(www.lancashire.gov.uk/environment/landscape).

4. Archaeological and Historical Background 
The timescales used in archaeological reports are: 

Prehistoric     Pre. AD 43
Roman/Romano-British: AD 43 - AD 450 
Early Medieval: AD 450 - AD 1066 
Medieval:     AD 1066 - AD 1540
Early Post Medieval: AD 1540 - AD 1750 
Late Post Medieval: AD 1750 - present 

4.1 Prehistoric
A virtually intact skeleton of an Elk dating back to the last Ice Age, some 12000 years
ago was discovered in Poulton and is now on display in the Harris Museum Preston 
(Lancashire HER 2663). The animal had the remains of weapon tips embedded in the 
legs, showing evidence of early human hunting activity in the area. Development work 
carried out to the east of the site in 1997/8 revealed a human skull of Late Bronze Age
date found in a layer of peat. A subsequent archaeological investigation carried out by 
Lancaster University Archaeological Unit (now Oxford Archaeology North) was
unable to establish the nature of its deposition. A Middle Bronze Age (c1200-1000BC) 
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palstave axe (Accession no. A2000. Harris Museum) and a Bronze Age arrowhead 
(Lancashire HER1616) were also found in the vicinity. 

4.2 Roman/Romano-British
Although not a Roman settlement, a Roman fortlet was located at nearby Kirkham. In 
2007 during work that was carried out to the south east of the site on a sewage system, 
by United Utilities, the remains of enclosures and a roundhouse were discovered. The
site was excavated by Oxford Archaeology North and along with a further discovery of 
another roundhouse, approximately one mile north of this site, would appear to indicate 
a pattern of scattered settlement along the river valley, during the late Iron Age/Early 
Roman Period (www.archaeology.eu.com/).

4.3 Early Medieval & Medieval
Meretun, Dom. Bk.; Merton, 1176; Mereton, Merton, 1212; Marton, 1297. 
The villages of Great Marton and Little Marton stand on slightly higher ground, to 
west and east respectively, near the northern boundary of the old township. Derived 
from the Old English Mere-tun or settlement near a lake (Ekwall 1960. p.317). Marton 
Mere lay on the boundary itself. The two-thirds of the area to the south of the villages
named is a level and comparatively featureless area, largely flat land sand-covered and 
moss land extending west to the sea and is now a suburb of the much larger Blackpool 
area. Around the end of the 19th century the township contained 4,707½ acres, of 
which Great Marton had 1,973 and Little Marton 2,734½.  Marton Mere  was formerly
a very extensive lake formed during the last ice age and liable in time of floods and 
spread over the nearby countryside. An agreement as to clearing the watercourse 
leading from it was made in 1731. During the draining process large quantities of the
trunks of oak and yew trees were discovered buried in the soils, all of which were in a 
slanted towards the sea and some of them bore evidence of having at some been cut 
down in the distant past. (Farrer & Brownbill.1912 pp. 239-242). 

4.4 Prior to the Norman Conquest Marton was assessed as six plough-lands and was a
member of Earl Tostig's Preston fee. It formed part of the honour of Peverel, probably 
early in the 12th century and was forfeited in 1153. The Pipe Rolls record the receipts 
from Marton  till the honours of Lancaster and Peverel were given to John Count of 
Mortain in 1189. Before this they were probably divided, one part being held 
immediately by a family bearing the local surname and the other by Hervey Walter,
lord of the nearby Weeton. Great Marton was held by Adam the son of Matthew de 
Marton, around 1200 who was a benefactor of Stanlaw Abbey. On the death of Adam 
he was succeeded by his son William in 1242, a benefactor of various abbeys
including those of Cockersand and Lancaster, as well as of Stanlaw. A later descent of
the manor shows that William de Marton and Richard his son and heir sold or 
transfered the manor around 1260 to William le Boteler of Warrington and his brother
Richard le Boteler of Rawdiffe, and in these families, the latter having a branch,
Boteler of Marton,  the manor descended  until the middle of the 16th century, when it
was acquired by a Thomas Fleetwood. It was held by a younger son William
Fleetwood, who in 1596 conveyed it to his brother Edmund. From that time it 
descended until 1841, when Sir Peter Hesketh Fleetwood sold it to Thomas Clifton. 
The estate of the Botelers of Marton descended by marriage to the Crofts of Dalton 
and Leghs of Lyme. There were a few minor holders of land in Marton whose names
occur in various historical papers, as also in the later inquisitions (Farrer & 
Brownbill.1912 pp. 239-242). 
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4.5 Little Marton descended like Weeton, held by the Earl of Derby during the 15th and 
16th centuries. The manor was in 1522 held by William Lache, William and Robert
Whiteside and Thomas Gaulter for £9 6s. 8d. a year. It was afterwards around the year 
1600 acquired by Molyneux family of Sefton who sold in 1606 to Cuthbert Clifton, 
together with the adjoining manor of Lytham. The manor then descended with the 
Clifton estates. The Peel in Little Marton was held by the Cliftons from the Earls of 
Derby long before they acquired the lordship and it is recorded that in 1522 William
Clifton paid £2 of old rent and £2 of increment. In addition to the religious houses at
Cockersand, Whalley  and Lancaster, Lytham Priory had  rights of pasture in Marton 
(Farrer & Brownbill.1912 pp. 239-242). 

4.6 Early & Late Post Medieval
William Russell of Marton had a priest arrested in his house in 1604, and a number of 
other residents were brought before the Bishop of Chester as 'suspected of relieving 
seminary priests and Jesuits.'  Nicholas Sanderson of Great Marton and John his son 
registered small estates in 1717 as 'Papists.' A property at Moss Side in Little Marton 
was licensed for Nonconformist worship in 1762 and it continued in use till the rise of 
Blackpool. Services in connexion with the Church of England were held in the 
schoolroom, built about 1717, from 1748 at latest, for in that year James Fisher was 
nominated to the 'chapel of Marton' by the vicar of Poulton. The church of St. Paul was 
built in 1800 and consecrated in 1804; it has been considerably enlarged from time to
time (Farrer & Brownbill.1912 pp. 239-242). During the late 19th and 20th century with
the expansion of Blackpool as a holiday resort, Marton district became a suburb of 
Blackpool. The original mere was drained in the 18th century and in more recent times
the area of the lake was used as a refuse tip, being reclaimed in the 1972. After 
reclamation the site was designated an SSSI by the Nature Conservancy Council in 
1974 and the site was declared a Local Nature Reserve for wildlife in 1991 
(blackpool.gov.uk/Services/MR/MartonMereLocalNatureReserve).
..

5. Areas of Archaeological Potential 

5.1 As the current area occupies the gardens of housing on a early street frontage, 
excavation may have revealed evidence of some earlier structures. Cartographic
evidence from the first edition O.S. 6in & 25in. maps offer limited information on the
Preston Old Road frontage (see Figs.1 & 2), however, the gardens which pre-date the 
garages, appears to have changed little since the earlier mapping.

6. Aims and Objectives

6.1 The objective of the watching brief is, where possible, to identify and record the 
presence, absence, nature, extent, and date of any archaeological deposits or features
which are disturbed or revealed during the construction of the proposed development

7. Location of Watching Brief Areas

7.1 The area of the watching brief is shown in Figs. 3 & 4 
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8. Fieldwork Methodology

8.1 The watching brief was undertaken on the groundworks at the site on 14th and 23rd

October 2009. The site photography was carried out using digital format and 35mm 
Black & white film. A 0.5, 1 or 2-metre scale was used where possible. Proforma
Record Forms were used to record the site stratigraphy in combination with site notes
to produce the final record contained within this report using the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists' Standard and guidance for an archaeological watching brief (IFA 
1999) and Standard and guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and 
research of archaeological materials (IFA 2001). All collated materials will form a 
component of the archive.

9. Results 

9.1 The ground was seen to fall noticeably from the northern end of the site to the rear of 
the houses on Higham Grove. After clearance of the garages, the watching brief was 
carried out on the area excavated in the yard to the rear of Preston Old Road. The 
ground was seen to rise approximately 0.2 – 0.4 metre toward the northern edge of the 
site. The surface overburden was removed (01) to reveal a slightly similar but grittier 
subsoil (02) which was contaminated with brick waste and modern rubbish especially 
towards the northern end of the site where the overburden was at a deeper level, 0.3 at 
southern end of site to 1.0 m at northern end. This was excavated down to the surface of 
a fairly level layer of natural yellow/orange sand (03). The level of the sand appeared to 
reasonably constant over the site and represented the untouched natural layer, free of 
the modern detritus found in the layers above. The two deep east and west foundation 
walls of the garages were seen to descend to this level. The watching brief would 
appear to have ascertained that no other structures or deposits were apparent, although 
originally garden areas to the older properties seen on the earlier mapping, later 
properties built on the same area of Preston Old Road were smaller and had smaller
garden areas. Thus allowing the freeing up of land to construct the garage areas later. 
The area was thoroughly disturbed by 20th century building and alteration, with only the 
natural sand being relatively undisturbed. 

10. Finds

10.1 Finds consisted of broken fragments of 20th century pottery and modern material, all 
recovered from context (01) and (02). 

11. Conclusions 

11.1 The watching brief was successfully carried out using standard methodology. The area 
was found to contain no archaeological deposits of any significance. The research area
had been disturbed and truncated by various 19th & 20th century constructional activity
and the small areas that were undisturbed revealed natural geology close to the surface.
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12. Confidentiality and Publicity 

12.1 The archaeological sub-contractor will not disseminate information or images
associated with the project for publicity or information purposes without the prior 
written consent of the client. 

13. Archive 

13.1 The completed project archive will be prepared in accordance with the guidelines
outlined in Appendix 3 of Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage
1991) and in accordance with the Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives
for long term storage (UKIC 1990). 

14. Copyright 

14.1 Copyright in all reports and documentation/images produced as part of this project to 
reside with Archaeological Excavation Services who retain the right to be identified as 
the author/originator of the material. This applies to all archaeological aspects of the
project.
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15.1 The author would like to thank Tracy Hadwin of Keystone Design Associates who 
commissioned the report, also the staff at the Lancashire Record Office and  Tarleton
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Appendix 1.  Figures 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1.    Site highlighted on the 1844 1:10000 O.S. edition 
 

Figure 2.  Site highlighted on the 1892 1:2500 O.S. edition 
 
Figure 3.    Current map showing area of development   
 
Figure 4. Aerial view of site with garages in situ 

Figure 5 Plan of excavation @ 1:250 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

�
 N 

Fig.1   Site highlighted approximately on the 1844 1:10000 O.S. edition 
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              Fig.2   Site highlighted approximately on the 1892 1:2500 O.S. edition 
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  Fig.3 Current map showing site with area of development marked red 
O.S.Licence No. 100047948 
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Fig. 4 Aerial view of site with garages in situ  
Courtesy of Google Earth ©Infoterra & Bluesky 
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Appendix 2. 

CONTEXT CATALOGUE

Site: Briercliffe Avenue, Marton

Context
No.

Trench
No.

Description   Date 

01
   1 Modern topsoil & building debris 14/10/09

02
   1 Subsoil – made up ground towards north of 

site below (01) 
“

03
   1 Natural Orange/yellow sand below (02) “

04
   1

A foundation of brick running N-S in northern
baulk of trench (garage foundations) above 
(03) eastern edge of trench 

“

05
   1 

A foundation of brick running N-S in northern
baulk of trench (garage foundations) above 
(03) in  edge of trench 

“

06
   1 

A placed  foundation of brick at eastern end of 
trench (without mortar) “

07

08

09

10

11



Appendix 3.         SITE LEVELS RECORD  

Site: Land at the rear of Briercliffe Ave & Preston Old Road 

LEVEL
NO.

CONTEXT 
NO.

BACK
SIGHT

INSTRUMENT
HEIGHT

FORWARD
SIGHT

REDUCED
LEVEL

 1 01 1.51 18.45 0.02 16.92

 2 01 1.51 18.45 0.60 16.34

 3 03 1.51 18.45 1.23 15.71

 4 03 1.51 18.45 1.30 15.64

 5 03 1.51 18.45 ------- -------

 6 03 1.51 18.45 1.31 15.63

 7 03 1.51 18.45 1.55 15.39

 8 03 1.51 18.45 1.58 15.36

 9 

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21



Appendix 4. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 
SITE:  Briercliffe Ave,  Marton, Blackpool 2m scale where shown

Date View
No.

Monochrome
Film No/Frame No:

Colour Slide 
Film/Frame No:

Digital
(9 M-pixels)
File Name:

Description View
From

Photographer

14/10/09  1    1042 
  (plate1) 

View of site with demolition 
in progress   NW 

R. J. Gurney 

     “  2 
   

   1043 
  (plate2) 

View of site with demolition 
in progress   W 

R. J. Gurney 

     “  3 
   

   1044 
  (plate 3) 

View of site with demolition 
in progress –Eastern entrance   NW 

R. J. Gurney 

     “  4 
   

   1045 
  (plate 4) 

View of site with demolition 
in progress    E 

R. J. Gurney 

     “  5 
   

   1046 
View of site with demolition 
in progress   NE 

R. J. Gurney 

     “  6 
   

   1047 
 (plate 5) 

Eastern entrance to site   W 
R. J. Gurney 

     “  7 
   

   1049 
Northern end of site – rear of 
Preston Old Road    E 

R. J. Gurney 



14/10/09  8 
   

    1051
(plate 6) 

Southern side – eastern end 
of trench  NW 

R. J. Gurney 

     “  9 
   

    1052 North end of site    E 
R. J. Gurney 

     “   10 
   

    1053 
 (plate 7) 

Northern entrance to site    S 
R. J. Gurney 

     “   11 
   

    1055 
 (plate 8) 

Section through detritus layer    S 
R. J. Gurney 

      “   12 
   

    1057 
Piling of main site in 
progress  SW 

R. J. Gurney 

      “   13     1059 
 (plate 9) 

General shot of site    W 
R. J. Gurney 

      “   14     1060 Location of piling tubes on 
site

 SW 
R. J. Gurney 

      “   15     1061 Eastern edge of site  SW 
R. J. Gurney 

      “ 
  16     1062 Piling in progress – western 

side
 NE 

R. J. Gurney 



14/10/09    17     1063 Excavated site to level –
eastern side 

  N 
R. J. Gurney 

      “    18     1064 
(plate 10) 

Excavation & piling- 
northern & eastern baulk 

  E 
R. J. Gurney 

      “    19     1065 
(plate 11) 

Northern baulk & brickwork 
+ ranging rod 

  N 
R. J. Gurney 

      “    20     1066 
(plate 12) 

Eastern baulk with flat 
brickwork – (1) (2) & (3)  + 
ranging rod 

  E 
R. J. Gurney 

      “    21 
   

    1067 
(plate 13) 

Southern edge of site + 
ranging rod  NE 

R. J. Gurney 

      “    22 
   

    1068 
(plate 14) 

S.W. corner of site + ranging 
rod

  N.E. 
R. J. Gurney 

      “    23 
   

    1069 
(plate 15) 

N.W. corner of site + ranging 
rod

   S 
R. J. Gurney 

      “    24 
   

    1070 
(plate 16) 

Northern baulk with + 
ranging rod    S 

R. J. Gurney 

     “   25 
   

    1071 
(plate 17) 

Overview of site    E 
R. J. Gurney 



Appendix 4:  Plates 

     Plate 1.  Demolition of existing garages from the north-west

     Plate 2.  Demoltion in progress  taken from the west 



    Plate 3.  Briercliffe Avenue entrance from the north-west

   Plate 4.  Demolition of garages from the east 



Plate 5.  Entrance to site from Briercliffe Avenue. 

Plate 6.   South-east corner of site after garage removal.



     Plate 7.  Entrance to site from Preston Old Road taken from the south. 

    Plate 8.  Section through detritus, northern baulk –taken from the south



    Plate 9.  General photograph of site with piling tubes in place from the west 

Plate 10.  Northern and western baulk from the east



Plate 11.  Northern baulk and garage brickwork in section

    Plate 12. Eastern baulk with dry laid brick below concrete 



      Plate 13.  Southern edge of trench –taken from the north-east 

Plate 14.  Barely disturbed south west corner of site- from the north east



    Plate 15.   North west corner of site and baulk

    Plate 16.  Detail of central northern baulk showing rubble infill 



    Plate 17.  Overview of site from the east with piling tubes in place 
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Land at rear of
Briercliffe Avenue 
& Preston Old Rd 
Marton
Blackpool 
Lancashire

Archaeological Watching Brief carried out 14th October 2009 

Archive Contents:

35mm monochrome Photographs labelled negatives and prints

Hard copy of report inc. plans 

Pro-forma recording sheets 

.jpg files Photo contact sheet 

C.D. containing report in .pdf format and .jpg photographs 


