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AES    Ribblesdene, Greenside, Ribchester
Watching Brief

1. Introduction and Non-Technical Summary 

1.1 Archaeological Excavation Services have been approached by Mr John Wade of 
Wadegroup Ltd to carry out an archaeological watching brief on groundworks prior to 
erection of an extension at Ribbledene, Greenside, Ribchester. The investigations are being 
undertaken in accordance with an archaeological condition on outline planning permission
(Application No.03/2008/1013). The groundworks were carried out on the 2nd November
2009 and although consisting of a small amount of trenching for footings, uncovered no 
evidence of archaeology to add to our previous knowledge of the area and no finds, other 
than a small amount of modern  20th century pottery and finds.

.
1.2 This document defines the areas that were investigated and the methodologies used. 
.

2. The Development Area

2.1 The site covers approximately 25 sq. m. and is situated in Ribchester village centre at NGR 
SD 6512 3527. The area is presently in use as a part drive and garden, located to the western 
side of the property known as Ribbelsdene, Greenside, Ribchester. 

3. Geology
3.1 The Undulating Lowland Farmland forms a transitional zone between the low lying plains

of soft glacial deposits and the high fells of Bowland, formed from Mill stone Grit. To the 
west of the Forest of Bowland, running along the line of the M6, a substantial fault 
separates the soft Triassic rock of the lowlands from the harder Carboniferous rocks of the
fells. The Clitheroe Reef Knolls SSSI, located between Worston and Downham, comprise
an important geological feature. This is one of several Reef Knolls which support species-
rich calcareous grassland. This landscape type, whether composed of limestone, grit, shale 
or sandstone, is of gentle topography when compared to the fells and hills. Glacial action 
has accentuated the differences by further tempering the relief of the low-lying areas by the
deposition of glacial drift. Deep drift is conspicuous where hedges predominate over stone 
walls, as quarrying is only possible where the drift is sufficiently thin
(lancashire.gov.uk/environment). The solid geology around Ribchester is dominated by 
Sabden shales of the Millstone Grit Group masked by thick (up to 50m to bedrock) boulder 
clay deposits (Aitkenhead et al 1992).

4. Archaeological and Historical Background 
The timescales used in archaeological reports are: 

Prehistoric     Pre. AD 43
Roman/Romano-British: AD 43 - AD 450 
Early Medieval: AD 450 - AD 1066 
Medieval:     AD 1066 - AD 1540
Early Post Medieval: AD 1540 - AD 1750 
Late Post Medieval: AD 1750 - present 

4.1 Ribelcastre, Dom. Bk.; Ribbecestre, 1202; Ribbelcestre, 1227; Rybchestre, 1292.  This 
small town takes its name from the Roman fort founded by the Ribble. In 1901 the township 
has an area of 2,211½ acres, and there was a population of 1,237. The general slope of the
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surface is down from north to south, the greatest height on the side of Longridge Fell being
nearly 900 ft. above the ordnance datum. A brook flows south-east through the township to 
join the Ribble (Brownbill & Farrer 1912 pp. 45-51). Roads branch out from the town 
eastward to reach the bridge across the river about a mile away, northward to join the road 
from Longridge to Mitton, near the village of Knowle Green, and south to join the A59 
between Preston and Gisburn. 

4.2 Prehistoric
The Ribble valley would appear to have been occupied continuously since Mesolithic
period approx 10,000 years ago. During the Neolithic period the area was settled and 
farmed. At nearby Bleasdale, northwest of Ribchester is a timber circle dating from the 
Bronze age and the village itself has yielded evidence of Bronze Age cremation cemetery at 
it’s northern edge, this activity was recorded by Olivier and Turner (1987) who excavated a 
circular ditch enclosing an arc of five cremation burials in collared urns. Excavation of 
ditches by Time Team in 1993 to the north of the Roman fort, though inconclusive, 
suggested the presence of an Iron Age enclosure (ribchestermuseum.org).
.

4,3 Roman/Romano-British 
In the main street, forming a portico to the 'White Bull Inn,' are four columns with debased 
capitals, said to have been taken out of the river. They rudely resemble the Roman Doric in
appearance and are 6 ft. 7 in. high; their dressing also admits the possibility of their Roman
origin. (Brownbill & Farrer 1912 pp. 45-51). A hoard of military metalwork and other items
was found at the end of the 18th century by a shoe and clogmaker’s son in the village of 
Ribchester.  The hoard had been placed  in storage in a wooden box, probably beneath an 
existing barrack block floor, round AD 120. Up to this point the fort had been garrisoned 
by a cavalry regiment, the Ala II Asturum, and the hoard, possibly in the ownership of a
single calvary soldier, consists mainly of his equipment. One of the rarest items is a two-
piece vizor helmet, which was worn in cavalry sports events (hippika gymnasia), and 
displays in which both horse and rider were dressed in elaborate clothing and metal fittings.
(britishmuseum.org). Later, the fort was garrisoned by several units of Sarmation auxiliary 
cavalry (descendants of nomadic steppe warriors who had settled in what is now modern 
Hungary), including the numerus equitatum Sarmatorum Bremmetennacensium, recorded
from a stamped tile. These soldiers are thought to have been settled at or around the fort 
after discharge as veterans; hence the name of the settlement, Bremetenacum Veteranorum
(Buxton and Howard-Davis 2000). The civilian vicus outside the fort was fairly extensive 
and probably covered an area more or less corresponding to that of the modern village. 
Indications are that narrow plots were occupied alongside the main Roman roads. 
Excavations have revealed various rectangular wooden buildings used as workshops and 
dwellings. Craftsmen would have worked in the vicus providing essential goods for both 
civilians and military personnel. Both metalworkers and leather workers would have been 
particularly common, supplying the military and cavalry needs. Also discovered in the 
vicus, and now on display, is the site of the Roman bath house.  This was one of the more
substantial stone structures, which with at least two temples, which were constructed
outside of the fort complex. The fort at Ribchester appeared to be occupied into the fourth
century although present archaeological evidence points to there being little activity in the 
vicus after the 2nd century (ribchestermuseum.org).

3



AES    Ribblesdene, Greenside, Ribchester
Watching Brief

Early Medieval & Medieval 
4.4 Prior to the Norman Conquest, Ribchester was assessed as two plough-lands and was a 

member of the Preston fee held by Earl Tostig. After the Norman Conquest it was given 
over to Roger of Poitou, and later is found, together with Dilworth and Dutton, as a member
of the honor of Clitheroe. It was possibly fairly uninhabited at that time, as the settlement as 
a result of the rebellions of 1069-70 and William’s subsequent harrying of the north (Hinde
1985, 154). A similar fate appears to have befallen the community again around 1320 'by
the great incursion of the Scots' (Whitaker 1823). The manor descended via the Lacy’s to 
the Dukes of Lancaster, and then to the Crown. Robert de Lacy gave a moiety of Ribchester 
to Robert son of Henry around 1193. John Constable of Chester early in the 13th century 
granted to Walter Moton a moiety of the village of Ribchester with all its wood and the mill,
Around the same period Alan de Windle granted all his land of Ribchester and of Dilworth 
to Walter Moton in a marriage contract to Amabel his daughter, and John de Lacy gave 
Walter all the farm, aid and service which had been due from Alan de Windle for the same
rent as for the above-named moiety. From this point the whole manor was held by the 
Moton family. Walter Moton became a benefactor to Stanlaw Abbey and also to the
hospital at Stidd. He died around 1246, his widow Amabel, who had later married Robert de 
Ribchester, is found to be suing his son, another William Moton in respect of her dowry. 
This son, also was a benefactor of Stanlaw, and gave land to Sawley. Recorded as lord of 
the whole village, he died about 1278. He appears to have left several sons. Robert Moton, a 
son or grandson, succeeded to Ribchester, but in 1305 Robert's son William occurs. The 
exact succession at this point is obscure. Henry son of William Moton in 1317 gave a
release to the Abbot of Whalley. William Moton, son of Robert, and Isabel his wife occur in 
1331. William died in or before 1342, in which year his widow Isabel was suing Robert 
Moton his brother for two-thirds of the manor of Ribchester. In 1337 Robert Moton, 
perhaps the same or else son of William, was stated to hold the manor of Isabella Queen of 
England by the service of 5s. yearly. Robert was again in 1346 called chief lord of 
Ribchester. Katherine, the heiress in 1361, was apparently his daughter, or a granddaughter. 
Around 1373 she married William de Lynalx, and was living, as a widow, in 1407, then 
described as lady of Ribchester. Their son John Lynalx succeeded; but though the family
retained the lordship till 1581, when Robert Lynalx sold it to Hugh Shireburne, second son 
of Sir Richard Shireburne of Stonyhurst, practically nothing is known of their history 
(Brownbill & Farrer 1912 pp. 45-51). 

4.5 In 1354 Adam Bibby transfered land in Ribchester to William de Bradley, a ferryman, who 
was to hold it by paying rent and ferrying people and their goods across the river. It is 
recorded that if the occupants of the place should wish to build a wood or stone bridge, then
the rector of Ribchester or the lord of Osbaldeston might sell the lands and apply the money
to the bridge, but the date of the building of the bridge is not recorded but the ferry
continued in use until 1903. The ferryman was the occupant of Boathouse Farm, about half 
a mile south-west of the church and opposite Osbaldeston Hall on the other bank of the 
Ribble. The Hospitallers and Whalley Abbey also held lands in Ribchester (Brownbill & 
Farrer 1912 pp. 45-51). 

Early Post Medieval 
4.6 A manor of Rochester is named among the Osbaldeston estates in a record of 1625, and a 

number of the neighbouring landowners held estates in Ribchester, including the families of 
Hoghton, Singleton, Southworth, and Talbot. Of minor families the more noteworthy was
that of Boys, which can be traced back to the 13th century. John Boys died in July 1551 
holding various lands in Ribchester of Robert Lynalx by a rent of 2s. 3d. A daughter Grace 

4



AES    Ribblesdene, Greenside, Ribchester
Watching Brief

Boys, then aged twelve, was first married to Robert Talbot, and was later was married to
John Dewhurst of Wilpshire, and carried the Boys' estate to this family. Roger Shireburne of 
Buckley died in 1605 holding various lands of the king by knight's service, and leaving as 
heir a son Richard, then aged six. Buckley Hall, which stood about a mile to the north-west 
of the town, was pulled down in 1895. It was a picturesque gabled stone house with 
mullioned windows, but for some time before its demolition had been ruined externally by a
thick coating of whitewash. The Walmsleys of Dunkenhalgh and Showley families acquired
estates along with other minor owners. The late T. H. Rymer of Calder Abbey inherited in 
1902 a considerable estate here (Brownbill & Farrer 1912 pp. 45-51). In 1524 Robert 
Walmersley and Henry Boys contributed to the subsidy for their lands in Ribchester and 
Dilworth. In 1543 Robert Linalx, Henry Boyes and Robert Walmsley the elder so 
contributed. John Rodes and Richard Ward were listed as freeholders in 1600. John 
Osbaldeston was a convicted recusant, and a large number of people paid as 
noncommunicants. The Civil War seems to had little effect on any of the resident 
landowners, but in 1717 two or three had to register estates as 'Papists.' A rental of the 
wapentake compiled in 1662 shows that Richard Shireburne paid 2s. 4d. for the manor of 
Ribchester and 1s. for a house there; another Richard Shireburne paid 11d. for Buckley, 
Richard Ward 6d. for Ward Green, Richard Darwen 1s. for Swinglehurst, William
Dewhurst 7d. for Boys House, Richard Dewhurst and Thomas Shaw 3d. for Idesforth and 
Edward Walmsley 3d. for Rodes Mill (Brownbill & Farrer 1912 pp. 45-51).

  Late Post Medieval 
4.7 An Inclosure Act for Chipping, Mitton and Ribchester was passed in 1808,  and under it the

boundaries of the manors of Ribchester and Dutton were fixed. There are various signs of 
the persistency of the Roman Catholic religion in the township and district. A number of 
persons were presented to the Bishop of Chester in 1622 as 'seducers and harbourers of 
seminary priests.'  In 1635. When trade rivals sought to check one John Cutler, a shopkeeper 
trading in Ribchester, it is stated that he was 'by his confession a convicted recusant, and an 
‘utter enemy of the blessed word of God both in argument and life,'  who used to go to 
where priests of his profession hidden to say mass, they wished him to be summoned before 
the assize judges and required to take the oath of supremacy, to discover 'whether there be 
in him any loyalty to his majesty or not’ (Brownbill & Farrer 1912 pp. 45-51).

4.8 There are some 17th-century houses remaining, one with an interesting stone door-head 
dated 1680, and in the main street is a block of two houses of some architectural merit, the
lead rain-water heads of which are dated 1745. The building, which is of brick, with 
moulded stone architraves to the windows and a stone cornice, is well proportioned and 
simple in design. From the land tax return of 1788 it appears that Mr. Walmsley and esquire 
Hinks were the chief landowners. In 1821 Ribchester comprised 300 houses and a
population of 1760 (Corry 1825). Three ancient fairs used to be held in Ribchester, but have 
been discontinued and the stocks were used as late as 1829. (Brownbill & Farrer 1912 pp. 
45-51). There was until the early 20th century two small weaving-mills and two 
bobbinworks. With the closing of the two mills in the early 20th century, Ribchester has 
become a home for commuters travelling and working in larger conurbations within the
area. A small amount of late nineteenth or early twentieth century development has 
occurred on the north side of the village, around the area of Blackburn Road. There is also 
an area of excavated Roman baths and granaries, now preserved in an open area of land for 
display, along with the Roman Museum near the church, which is open to the public. The 
UK Office of National Statistics shows a population estimate (in 2004) of 1,548 persons of 
whom 756 were male and 792 female (Ribchester Millennium Projects Committee. 2001) 
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5. Areas of Archaeological Potential 

5.1 As the current area under examination occupies an area within the ‘Vicus’ of ancient 
Roman settlement, it was thought possible that trenching in this area may reveal 
evidence of earlier occupation. Cartographic evidence from the first edition O.S. 6in & 
25in. maps offer limited information on the earlier layout, but the house is evident on 
both maps (see Figs.4 & 5). 

6. Aims and Objectives

6.1 The objective of the watching brief is, where possible, to identify and record the 
presence, absence, nature, extent, and date of any archaeological deposits or features
which are disturbed or revealed during the construction of the proposed development

7. Location of Watching Brief Areas

7.1 The area of the watching brief is shown on Fig. 6. 

8. Fieldwork Methodology

8.1 The watching brief was undertaken on the groundworks at the site on 2nd  November
2009. The site photography was carried out using digital format and 35mm Black & 
white film. A 0.5, 1 or 2-metre scale was used where possible. Proforma Record Forms
were used to record the site stratigraphy in combination with site notes to produce the 
final record contained within this report, using the Institute of Field Archaeologists'
Standard and guidance for an archaeological watching brief (IFA 1999) and Standard 
and guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research of 
archaeological materials (IFA 2001). All collated materials will form a component of 
the archive.

9. Results 

9.1 A 15m ‘L’ shaped foundation trench was excavated to the within 1.2 m of the west 
side of the house turning east to meet the rear of the building (see fig 6). The ground 
was seen to be fairly level overall. Once removal of (01) the topsoil and paving had 
been completed, it was noticeable that this layer (0.1 to 0.15 m depth) had been
thoroughly disturbed to lay the crazy paving slabs and the footings for the 
garage/shed and mixed with building sand to provide a base for the concrete and
slabs. The surface topsoil was removed to reveal a slightly similar but dark brown
grittier loamy subsoil (02), this was approx. 0.4 - 0.45 in thickness but revealed no 
finds other then modern 20th century ceramic fragments. Below the subsoil was an
undisturbed layer of orange/yellow mixed clay and sand (03) excavated to a depth of 
greater than 0.1-0.2 (total depth 0.75-0.80). At the northern return of the trench a deep 
concrete foundation was encountered (part of the garage foundation), this proved so 
deep and solid that it was retained as part of the new foundations. The excavation 
uncovered no remains or traces of previous occupation or use, and the area was found 
to be undisturbed prior to the 20th century. 
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10. Finds

10.1 A sweep of the trenches and spoil with a metal detector produced only modern metal
finds and no finds of pre-20th material were recovered from the trenches.

11. Conclusions 

11.1 The watching brief was successfully carried out using standard methodology. The area 
was found to contain no archaeological deposits of any significance. The research area
had been disturbed and truncated by various 19th & 20th century constructional activity
and the small areas that were undisturbed revealed natural geology within 0.75-0.80m 
of the surface. 

12. Confidentiality and Publicity 

12.1 The archaeological sub-contractor will not disseminate information or images
associated with the project for publicity or information purposes without the prior 
written consent of the client. 

13. Copyright 

13.1 Copyright in all reports and documentation/images produced as part of this project to 
reside with Archaeological Excavation Services who retain the right to be identified as 
the author/originator of the material. This applies to all archaeological aspects of the 
project.

14. Aknowledgements

14.1 The author would like to thank John Wade of Wade Construction Ltd who commissioned
the report and Steve Price for drawing the archaeological plans, also the staff at the 
Lancashire Record Office and Tarleton  Library.
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Appendix 1.  Figures 

Figure 1.   The site highlighted on the Yates map of 1786 

Figure 2. The site highlighted on the Greenwoods map of 1818 

Figure 3.   The site highlighted on the Henwoods map of 1829 

Figure 4. The area of the trench highlighted on the 1847 1:10000 O.S.
edition

Figure 5. The area of the trench highlighted on the 1893 1:2500 O.S. edition 

Figure 6. Plan and section of excavation at 1:50 and 1:20 



Fig.1. The site highlighted in red on the Yates 1786 map.

Fig.2  The site highlighted in red on the Greenwoods map of 1818 



Fig.3 The site highlighted in red on the Hennets map of 1829 

 Fig.4.  Area of the trench highlighted on the 1847 1:10000 O.S. edition 



             Fig.5   Area of the trench highlighted on the 1893 1:2500 O.S. edition 





Appendix 2.        CONTEXT CATALOGUE

Site: Greenside Ribchester 

Context
No.

Trench
No.

Description   Date 

01 1 An area of concrete slabs, and sandstone crazy 
paving and sandy loam soil base 

02/11/09

02     1 A layer of dark brown loamy soil below (01) 02/11/09

03     1 A layer of orange/yellow clay below (02) 02/11/09

04    1 A concrete foundation running N-S across 
east-west cut of trench - above (03) 

02/11/09

05

06

07

08

09

10

11



Appendix 3. 
PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 

SITE: Greenside Ribchester, LANCASHIRE  (W.B.- Nov. 2009) 

Date View
  No. 

Monochrome
Film No/Frame No:

Colour Slide 
Film/Frame 
No:

Digital
(9 Mega-pix
File Name:

Description View -
From

Photographer

16/9/08   01 35mm
Film1/Fr 18 

DSCF1081 Drive prior to excavation 
(Plate 1) 

S R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   02 35mm
Film1/Fr19 

DSCF1082 Northern end of yard –End of 
Building(Plate 2) 

S R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   03 35mm
Film1/Fr 20 

DSCF1083 View N.W –End of building SE R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   04 DSCF1084
(Plate 3) 

View from north of drive area N R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   05 35mm
Film1/Fr 21 

DSCF1085 Drive area –View from the 
south

S R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   35mm
Film1/Fr 22 

DSCF1086 Work in progress 
(Plate 4) 

N R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   35mm
Film1/Fr 23 

DSC1087 Work in progress NE R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08 35mm
Film1/Fr 24

DSCF1088 View of northern edge of 
trench(Plate 5) 

W R. J. Gurney 



16/9/08     35mm
Film1/Fr 25

DSCF1089
(Plate 6)               “      “ 

E R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   35mm
Film1/Fr 27

DSC1090 View of trench from near 
west wall (Plate 7) 

W R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   35mm
Film1/Fr 28

DSCF1091 View of trench  - contexts 
(02) & (03) (Plate 8) S

R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   35mm
Film1/Fr 29 

DSCF1092 View of trench spur to wall 
(Plate 9) 

W R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08 35mm 
Film1/Fr 30

DSCF1093 Detail of trench N-S trench 
(Plate 10) 

S R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   35mm
Film1/Fr 31

DSCF1094 Detail of trench N-S trench 
(Plate 11) 

N R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08 35mm 
Film1/Fr 32

DSCF1095 View of southern end of 
trench with pipe (Plate 12) 

W R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   35mm
Film1/Fr 33 

DSCF1096 Overview of trench 
(Plate 13) 

S R. J. Gurney 

16/9/08   35mm
Film1/Fr 33 

DSCF1097 View of property 
(Plate 14) 

S R. J. Gurney 



Appendix 3.         SITE LEVELS RECORD  

Site:  Ribblesdene, Greenside, Ribchester. 

LEVEL
NO.

CONTEXT 
NO.

BACK
SIGHT

INSTRUMENT
HEIGHT

FORWARD
SIGHT

REDUCED
LEVEL

 1 01 1.82 27.82 1.70 26.12

 2 03 1.82 27.82 2.57 25.25

 3 03 1.82 27.82 2.44 25.38

 4 03 1.82 27.82 2.40 25.42

 5 03 1.82 27.82 2.41 25.41

 6 03 1.82 27.82 2.52 25.30

 7 02 1.82 27.82 1.80 26.02

 8 02 1.51 27.82 1.72 26.10

 9 02 1.51 27.82 1.74 26.08

10 02 1.51 27.82 1.70 26.12

11 03 1.51 27.82 2.40 25.42

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21



Appendix 4.  Plates 

 Plate 1. Drive surface prior to excavation from the south.

  Plate 2. The rear of the main building from the south. 



 Plate 3. The drive prior to excavation from the north 

 Plate 4.  Beginning excavation of the northern end of trench



 Plate 5. Contexts (2) & (3) from the west at northern end of trench. 

Plate 6.  Context (02) & (03) from the east at north-west corner of trench. Concrete at bottom
of  picture 



 Plate 7. Trench extension on west wall of existing building. Contexts (2) & (3) 

  Plate 8.  View of trench from the south. Contexts (2) & (3) 



   Plate 9.  View of trench spur at end of main building from the west.

   Plate 10. Completed trench from the south. 



  Plate 11. Completed trench from the north. 

  Plate 12. Southern end of  trench with water pipe taken from the west. 



 Plate 13. Overview of trench from the south. 

 Plate 14. View of the property at Greenside, Ribchester from the south. 
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1.  Introduction and Non-Technical Summary 
 
1.1  Archaeological Excavation Services have been approached J.Wade of Wadegroup to carry 

out an archaeological watching brief on groundworks at  the house of Mr T. Rainford prior 
to the construction of a two storey extension at the side and rear of Ribblesdene, Greenside,  
Ribchester. The investigations are being undertaken in accordance with an archaeological 
condition on outline planning permission for an extension to the existing building 
(Application No.03/2008/1013).  

. 
1.2  This document defines the areas to be investigated and the methodologies to be used. 
 
2.  The Development Area 
 
2.1  The site covers approximately 25 sq. m. and is situated in Ribchester village centre at NGR 

SD 651 352. The area is presently in use as a part drive and garden, located to the western 
side of the property known as Ribbelsdene, Greenside, Ribchester. 

 
3.  Geology 
 

3.1  The Undulating Lowland Farmland forms a transitional zone between the low lying plains 
of soft glacial deposits and the high fells of Bowland, formed from Mill stone Grit. To the 
west of the Forest of Bowland, running along the line of the M6, a substantial fault 
separates the soft Triassic rock of the lowlands from the harder Carboniferous rocks of the 
fells. The Clitheroe Reef Knolls SSSI, located between Worston and Downham, comprise 
an important geological feature. This is one of several Reef Knolls which support species-
rich calcareous grassland. This landscape type, whether composed of limestone, grit, shale 
or sandstone, is of gentle topography when compared to the fells and hills. Glacial action 
has accentuated the differences by further tempering the relief of the low-lying areas by the 
deposition of glacial drift. Deep drift is conspicuous where hedges predominate over stone 
walls, as quarrying is only possible where the drift is sufficiently thin 
(lancashire.gov.uk/environment). 

 
4. Archaeological and Historical Background 

4.1  There is evidence of Bronze Age activity in the area and is well known as a significant 
Roman site, being the location of a Roman cavalry fort called Bremetennacum; some parts 
of which have been exposed by excavation. Little is known about post Roman Ribchester 
although the presence of Saint Wilfrid's Church indicates that it retained some significance. 
When Henry VIIIs antiquary visited Ribchester in the 1540s he described it thus: 
'Ribchestre ...hath been an auncient towne. Great squarid stones, voultes and antique coynes 
be found there...'. In common with many towns and villages in East Lancashire its later 
history was dominated by cotton weaving; firstly in the form of hand loom weaving and 
later in two mills. The weaving of cotton and other textiles continued in Ribchester until the 
1980s when the last weaving business closed in Bee Mill. The village is primarily now 
Primarily a dormitory village for commuters to the town of Blackburn and cities of Preston 
and Manchester. 

 

 2



AES                                                                                                                                    Ribblesdene, Greenside, Ribchester 
                                                                                                                                                                             Watching Brief Specification 

4.2  The present house at Greenside is thought to occupy an area within the ancient Roman 
‘vicus’. 

 
5.  Areas of Archaeological Potential 
 
5.1  As the current building is thought to occupy an area within the ancient ‘vicus’, the focus of  

activity during the Roman period, excavation may reveal evidence of earlier structures 
connected with this period. Cartographic evidence from the first edition O.S. 6in & 25in. 
maps offer limited information on possible findings, but does show the property on the early 
mapping.  

 
6.  Aims and Objectives 
 
6.1  The objective of the watching brief is, where possible, to identify and record the presence, 

absence, nature, extent, and date of any archaeological deposits or features which are 
disturbed or revealed during the construction of the proposed development 

 
 
 
7.  Location of Watching Brief Areas 
 
7.1  The area of the watching brief is shown on Fig. 3. 
 
8.  Methodology 
 
8.1  All work shall be carried out in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for 

Archaeological Watching Briefs produced by the Institute of Field Archaeologists (1999) 
and with the IFA Code of Conduct. 

 
8.2  Monitoring will be undertaken in the locations specified and indicated by the agreed plans. 
 
8.3  An archaeologist should be present on site as necessary and appropriate to monitor all 

excavation and/or soil disturbance. The archaeologist will monitor the area as ground works 
proceed, and will, where possible and practicable, view any available trench sections after 
excavation is completed. 

 
8.4  The archaeologist on site will record the date, time and duration of all visits and the nature 

and extent of the works being monitored. 
 
8.5  If archaeological features or deposits are identified the area should be rapidly cleaned. The 

archaeological sub-contractor will be allowed sufficient time, where required, to record any 
archaeological deposits identified.  

 
8.6  The Archaeological officer at L.C.A.S. will be notified by A.E.S. immediately 

significant/extensive archaeology is uncovered by the watching brief. 
 
8.7  Any archaeological deposits/features identified will be hand excavated in an 

archaeologically controlled and stratigraphic manner sufficient to meet the aims and 
objectives of the investigation. 
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8.8  The areas of excavation/ground disturbance (even if they reveal no archaeological features) 
will be recorded on a suitable base map/development plan and the stratigraphy and depth of 
the excavation will be recorded, 

 
8.9  A full written, drawn and photographic record will be made of general site photographs will 

also be taken to give an overview of the site and the scope of the works taking place. 
 
8.11 All non-modern artefacts will be retained. If appropriate all 'small finds' will be recorded 

three dimensionally. Bulk finds will be collected by context. Finds will be treated in 
accordance with the English Heritage guidance document 'A strategy for the care and 
investigation of finds' (1995) and stored in controlled conditions where appropriate. All 
artefacts will be retained, cleaned, labelled and stored as detailed in the guidelines of the 
IFA. Conservation, if required, will be undertaken by approved conservators. United 
Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) guidelines will apply  (UKIC1998). All ferrous 
objects and a selection of non-ferrous objects (including all  coins) will be x-rayed. 

 
8.12  Should significant archaeological deposits be encountered an appropriate soil sampling 

strategy will be implemented in accordance with Centre for Archaeology Guidelines 
(English Heritage 2002). 

 
8.13  Should human remains be discovered during the course of the excavations the remains will 

be covered and protected and left in situ in the first instance. The removal of human remains 
will only take place in accordance with the appropriate Home Office and Environmental 
Health regulations and the Burial Act 1857 and Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act, 
1981. In such an event the contractor will notify LCCAS immediately. 

 
8 14  Any artefacts which are recovered that fall within the scope of the Treasure Act 1997 will 

be reported to H. M. Coroner. Where removal cannot take place on the same working day as 
discovery, suitable security will be taken to protect the finds from theft. 

 
8.15  The intention of the watching brief is not to delay unduly the work of other contractors on 

site. A.E.S. will make every reasonable effort to complete archaeological excavation and 
recording works without impacting upon the programme of other site contractors 

. 
9.  Reporting 
 
9.1  Immediately after the completion of fieldwork the finds and samples will be processed 

(cleaned and marked) as appropriate. Each category of find or environmental material will 
be examined by a suitably qualified archaeologist or specialist. The integrity of the site 
archive should be curated and maintained. 

 
9.2  An assessment report will be submitted as soon as possible after completion of fieldwork. 

The report will include the following: 
· a non-technical summary 
· site location 
· archaeological and historical background 
· methodology 
· aims and objectives 
· results (to include full description, assessment of condition, quality and significance of the         
remains) 
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· an appraisal of the results within their local, regional and national context 
· publication  proposals if warranted 
·detailed plans and sections as appropriate (to a known scale) · a cross-referenced index of   
the project archive 
 

9.3  One copy of the complete report will be submitted to Mr John Wade. 
 
9.4 Further copies and a digital version of the report and illustrations will be provided as 

required within one week of the receipt of the clients comments on the draft report. (Digital 
text to be in Microsoft Word format and illustrations in AutoCAD and/or PDF format).
Upon completion A.E.S. will submit details of the project to the HER (Historic 
Environment Record) via the online OASIS form at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/.  

 
 
9.5  A.E.S.will submit a copy of the report to the Archaeological Officer for Lancashire for 

deposition in the Lancashire HER. 
 
 
10.  Publication 
 
10.1  Provision should be made for the publication of the results in an appropriate archaeological 

journal, if of regional or national significance. 
 
11. Archive Preparation and Deposition  
 
11.1 The archive of finds and records generated during the fieldwork will be kept secure at all 

stages of the project. All records and materials produced will be quantified, ordered, 
indexed and internally consistent. The archive will be produced to the standards outlined by 
English Heritage 1991, Appendix 3;  

 
11.2 The archaeological sub-contractor shall, prior to the start of fieldwork, liaise with the 

appropriate museum to obtain agreement in principle to accept the archive for long-term 
storage and curation. The sub-contractor shall be responsible for identifying any specific 
requirements or policies of the museum in respect of the archive (Guidelines on the 
Deposition of Archaeological Archives), and for adhering to those requirements. 

  
11.3 The deposition of the archive forms the final stage of the project. The archaeological sub-

contractor shall provide copies of the communication with the recipient museum and written 
confirmation of the deposition of the archive. The archive will be presented to the Archive 
Curator within 12 months of completion of the fieldwork, unless alternative arrangements 
have been agreed. 

 
12. Monitoring 
 
12.1  A.E.S. will liaise with L.C.A.S. to inform them of the commencement of site works and to 

offer them the opportunity to visit and monitor the work in progress. 
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13. Confidentiality and Publicity 
 
13.1  The archaeological sub-contractor will not disseminate information or images associated 

with the project for publicity or information purposes without the prior written consent of 
the client. 

 
14.  Copyright 
 
14.1  Copyright in all reports and documentation/images produced as part of this project to reside 

with Archaeological Excavation Services who retain the right to be identified as the 
author/originator of the material. This applies to all archaeological aspects of the project. 
 

14.3  The results of the archaeological work will be submitted to the client and Lancashire 
County Council Archaeological Service by A.E.S. and will ultimately be made available for 
public access. 

 
 
15.  Resources and Timetable 
 
15.1  All archaeological personnel involved in the project will be suitably qualified and 

experienced professionals. 
 
 
15.2  The timetable for the work will be dependant upon the ground works contractors 

programme. 
 
16.  Insurances and Health and Safety 
 
16.1  A.E.S. is covered by public and professional indemnity insurance. 
 
16.2  All on site work will be carried out in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work Act, 

1974 and the regulations of the Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers 
(SCAUM) and identified hazards are set out in a risk assessment document, signed by all 
staff, prior to any work commencing. Health and Safety will take priority over 
archaeological issues 
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                      Fig.1   Site highlighted on the 1847 1:10000 O.S. edition 
 

  

 
�
N

                      Fig.2   Site highlighted on the 1893 1:2500 O.S. edition 
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     Fig.3. Floor plan showing Ribblesdene with area of development marked red 
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Appendix 7. 

Ribblesdene,
Greenside,
Ribchester,
Lancashire

Archaeological Watching Brief carried out 2nd November 2009 

Archive Contents:

35mm monochrome labelled negatives and prints – 1 set 16 
photographs

Hard copy of report inc. plans 

Pro-forma recording sheets 

.jpg files Photo contact sheet 

C.D. containing report in .pdf format and .jpg photographs 


