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Non – Technical Summary

In respect to a request from Chorley Borough Council (The Local Planning 
Authority), Lee Hough & Co required an archaeological building survey of 
Wheelton House (NGR SD 6136 2023) in preparation for an application for
outline planning permission on the above property. The survey was carried 
out for Lea Hough & Co. on behalf of B.A.E. Systems Properties Ltd. by 
Archaeological Excavation Services. The subject building is a 18th century
grade II listed detached two storey stone built farmhouse and barn (E.H.
ref.no. 184455 house and buildings, 184456 barn). The land to the west of 
the house and barn contains four underground magazines licensed by the 
Health & Safety Executive in accordance with the Manufacturing and 
Storage of Explosives Regulations 2005. The building has undergone three 
phases of later expansion extending the original building eastwards, adding a 
shippon and stable/workshop. Wheelton House retains most of the original 
external features and many original internal structural features, although 
now, in a poor state of repair. The farmhouse has been unoccupied as a farm, 
although used as offices in the past, since its compulsory purchase by the 
M.O.D. in 1936 and is consequently in a derelict condition. Urinals had been 
installed against the side of the south-east extension after 1936. Although the 
building is in poor condition, the survey was conducted in accordance with 
guidelines set out by the Royal Commission on Historic Monuments
(England) for a level 3 record (RCHME 1996; EH 2006) with only the later
northern extensions, attic rooms and interior of the barn being inaccessible.

Acknowledgments

Thanks are due to Mr David Bailey of Lea Hough & Co, who commissioned
the survey and Ian Swallow of BAE Systems for his assistance on site, also 
to the staff of Lancashire County Record Office Preston for their assistance 
in providing information for the documentary research. The project was
carried out by Ron Gurney and Steven Price of Archaeological Excavation
Services.

1. Introduction

1.1 Archaeological Excavation Services was instructed by Lea Hough & Co. 
Chartered Surveyors, to carry out a level three (RCHME 1996)
archaeological building recording programme of Wheelton House, Brinscall
Mill Road, Heapey, Nr. Chorley, prior to its sale and subsequent conversion 
to a private dwelling.  Mr R. J. Gurney B.A.(Hons.) FRNS, PIFA is an 
experienced field archaeologist and finds specialist with a wide knowledge
of archaeological techniques and surveying. S. Price MA MPhil AIFA is an 
experienced archaeologist with several years experience in historic building 
survey.

1.2 The recording programme will be required by Lancashire County Council
planning authority in order to create a record of the building for archive and 
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research purposes and to inform sympathetic conversion. This condition 
follows the advice given by central government as set out in Planning Policy 
5: Planning and the Historic Environment (PPS5), which has replaced
(PPG15) and  (PPG16) issued by the Department of the Environment.

2. Location of the Site 

The building is located at NGR SD 6136 2023 (circa 77m O.D) lying 3.8km 
north-east of Chorley town centre in an isolated position on the west side of 
Brinscall Mill Road, Heapey (see App.1 Fig.9). The property at present is
located on land belonging to BAE Systems which is ex. M.O.D. land, 
housing underground storage depots (ex.Royal Ordnance Factory).

2.2 The underlying solid geology of the area consists of Permian and Triassic 
undifferentiated sandstones, including Bunter and Keuper New Red 
Sandstone (IGS 1979). The drift geology comprises reddish coloured till 
known as ‘Northern Drift’, which is overlain to the west by windblown 
Shirdley Hill Sand. This area lies at the western limit of the Lancashire 
Coalfield, and here seams in the Lower Coal Measures, laid down in the 
Carboniferous Period some 300 million years ago are found. A good deal of 
the geology obscured in many places by glacial drift, boulder clay and sands
(Hall and Folland 1970, 7). The drift cover consists of soils of the Salop 
Association and comprises medium to fine-textured, slightly calcareous 
soils, and is found generally on flat or gently sloping ground, resulting in 
poor drainage because of negligible water run-off (Hall and Folland 1970,
84).

3. Aims and Objectives 

Buildings are an important part of the historic environment as they often 
provide a unique record of earlier technology, past occupations and social
structure. The alteration of such buildings may result in the removal of
evidence of their past uses and occupation, creating difficulties for future 
researchers attempting to understand and interpret them. The aim of the 
historic building recording is to compile an archive of the building’s
structure and features, prior to any development, consisting of both written 
and photographic records. The results of the survey are then used to attempt
an interpretation of the building and produce a report chronicling changes 
and development within the building; and where possible, to attach relative
dates to various construction phases. 

3.1 Listed Buildings.
The Town and Country Planning Act (1971) as amended by the Planning 
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires local 
authorities to designate areas of ‘special architectural or historic interest’ as 
Conservation Areas with the aim of preserving and enhancing their character 
and appearance. English Heritage may need to be consulted with regard to 
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proposed works within a Conservation Area and section 72(1) requires Local 
Authorities to pay particular attention to Conservation Areas in the planning 
process.

3.2 Listed Building and Conservation Area legislation requires that statutory 
consultation takes place with a number of national amenity organisations, 
such as the Victorian Society, the Georgian Group, the Society for the 
protection of Ancient Buildings (SPAB), the Ancient Monuments Society, 
the Council for British Archaeology (CBA) and English Heritage.

            English Heritage Listing Details: 

Farmhouse, with attached cottage and coachhouse. Mid-C18 house apparently
added to earlier house which was then altered as 2 cottages, and coachhouse 
added to this. House: coursed squared sandstone with dressed quoins,
graduated stone slate roof with gable chimneys of brick (left) and stone, 
moulded gutter brackets. Double-depth 2-bay plan. Two storeys, almost
symmetrical; offset to right, a fielded-panel door with emphatic pedimented
Gibbs surround; 2 horizontal rectangular windows on each floor, all of 3 
lights with chamfered flush mullions and glazing bars making 6 panes in 
each light. Rear has square windows, altered or damaged, altered 3-stage
stairlight, and at ground floor of 1st bay a gabled single-storey extension
covering an unusual segmental arch in the rear wall (probably an 
alteration). Interior damaged, but includes dog-legged staircase with 
closed string and turned balusters; in rear room of 2nd bay coupled
rectangular fireplaces; stone steps to cellar under 2nd bay and apparently
also under area to rear. Cottages: attached on left (north) end of house, 
of random rubble with quoins, stone slate roof (damaged); single depth, 2 
bays; probably originally end-baffle-entry plan; 2 storeys, with doorway at 
left end and another to the 2nd bay, one square window opening on each
floor to the right of each door (upper right window bricked up); rear 
partly covered by earth at ground floor, 2 openings on each floor. 
Interior has some evidence of former smoke hood at left gable. Coachhouse
added at left end of cottages, of coursed rubble with quoins has elliptical
arched entrance and large coupled square windows above, roof missing. 
Note: house is unusually good example of its type and date, combining vernacular 
and polite features.

4. Methodology

The project was carried out in accordance with guidance contained in
‘Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good Recording Practise’ 
(2006). The building recording was undertaken on the 12th & 13th July 2010 
prior to any development work being carried out at the site. The
photographic survey was carried out using monochrome medium format
film and 35mm black & white film in conjunction with high quality digital 
photography. A 1 or 2-metre scale was used where possible. Proforma
Building Record Forms (which will form part of the archive) were used to
record the structure and were used in combination with site notes and
reference to site photographs, to produce the final record contained within 
this report. The methodology adopted and the working conditions meant
that, although some areas of the building were inaccessible, the aims and
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objectives of the brief were achieved in full and the survey was successfully
completed.

5. Archaeological and Historical Background 

The timescales used in archaeological reports are: 

Prehistoric     Pre. AD 43
Roman/Romano-British: AD 43 - AD 450 
Early Medieval: AD 450 - AD 1066 
Medieval:     AD 1066 - AD 1540
Early Post Medieval: AD 1540 - AD 1750 
Late Post Medieval: AD 1750 – present 

5.1 Prehistoric 
Prehistoric burials have been discovered on the local moors around Chorley, 
along with finds of flint tools. A site was discovered in 1975, close to Astley 
Hall Farm approx 6km west of Wheelton House and recognised as the first 
lowland Bronze Age site found in Lancashire, containing six human
cremations and two Collared Urns (Hallam 1988). 

5.2 Roman / Romano British 
There is no evidence of Romano-British settlement within the surrounding
area, although small finds have been reported, including a hoard of over
1000 Roman coins from Whittle le Woods. There is also a putative Roman
road from Wigan to Walton-le Dale, which would probably have passed 
through the area (Shotter 1993, 33) and appears to follow the current route
of the A49 trunk, some 3 km to the west of the site. Ancient earthworks are 
recorded in nearby Heapey and Roman coins have been found there 
(Watkin, Roman Lancashire. 223–4, 234). 

5.3 Medieval and Post Medieval
Weltona c.1160, Quelton 1276, Whelton 1292, Quilton 1313, Wheleton, 14th

cent. From the old English ‘hweol’ a water-wheel or stone circle (Ekwall
1960,512). Wheelton was formerly part of Gunolfmoors and as such held by 
the lords of Houghton. John de Clayton is said to have granted the sevices of 
his tenants in Wheelton to Edmund de Lacy Lord of Clitheroe. Henry de Lea 
held an oxgang of land in Wheelton in 1288 of Edmund Fitton by an annual 
rent of 2d. A large part of the area was also acquired by Roger de Stanworth 
by marriage. This land appears at some later date to have been acquired by 
the Abbey of Whalley, as at the time of their suppression, the manor of 
Wheelton was sold to Sir Richard Houghton in 1539-40 (Farrer & Brownbill,
1911, 49-50).
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5.4 As no family of importance resided within it, records are scarce. The tenant 
of Whalley Abbey and its lands in 1538 is recorded as Thomas Haydock. A 
messuage called the Ford was held by Hugh Swansey of Whittle a tenant of 
Thomas Houghton. Other prominent families in the area were Browne,
Chorley, the Andertons of Lostock and the Liveseys of Livesey who held 
land there around 1600. In 1666 the hearth tax records forty one hearths were 
chargeable, the largest house being that of Henry Houghton with eight 
hearths (Farrer & Brownbill, 1911, 49-50).

5.5 Wheelton House from the architectural evidence appears to have been
constructed around the mid 18th century. The inscription over the barn 
doorway, which appears to be contemporaneous with the house reads ‘Henry
Livsay 1758’ presumably the original builder and owner of the property. The 
house itself appears to have undergone a transformation from a gentleman
farmers residence into a standard group of working farm buildings probably 
after the time of Henry Livsay in the early 19th century. By the time of the
tithe schedule of 1845-6 ownership had passed the Trustees of Rivington 
Grammar School probably as a bequest.

5.6 Late Post Medieval
The tithe map and schedule of 1845-6 records Wheelton House Farm as 
consisting of just over 45 acres and described as a house, outbuildings and 
yard (see schedule details below). The owners are recorded as The Trustees
of Rivington Grammar School and the occupier as John Whittle, a tenant 
farmer. Rivington Grammar School was founded in 1566 and was originally 
named ‘The Free Grammar School of Queen Elizabeth in Rovington’ 
(Rivington).
The associated field names in the apportionment were listed as follows:

No. Name            Cultivation                       Size
(A=acres R=rods P= perches)

415 Field                        Meadow (M)        4-1-22 
416 Road                                1-0-5 
417 Field                                  M        6-1-14
418 Orchard                                                                  0-1-27 
419      Field                            Pasture (P)                         0-1-10 
420      House Outbuilding & Yard        0-0-28 
421 Field                                  M        0-1-21 
426 Field       M                                  2-2-13 
427 Wood                                            0-3-11 
429 Field        P                                  1-2-27 

            430 Field        P                                  4-2-17 
431 Field     Arable (A)                      3-2-18 
432      Plantation                                                               1-1-2 
433      Plantation                                                               3-1-35 
434      Field                                   M                                 2-2-31 
436      Field                                   P                                  2-3-13 
437      Field                                   P                                  2-2-3 
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5.7 Until the industrial revolution Wheelton and Heapy were agricultural areas
with limited home based handloom weaving as the only form of industry. 
The small handloom weaving industry was virtually destroyed when a mill
was opened at Lower Lane Wheeton in 1859 by Peter Todd, which by 1892 
contained contained 1090 looms. Over this period the  population of the area 
rose by approximately 500 taking up jobs created by the mill operation. The 
steam powered mill was supplied with coal from Wigan along the canal 
system. The majority of the houses constructed in brick, were built by the 
mill owners between 1856 and 1880 (heapey&wheelton.org)

5.8 In May 1919 Wheelton House Farm was sold by Rivington and Blackrod 
Grammar School, along with several other properties in the vicinity by 
public auction held in the Royal Oak Hotel, Chorley, the auctioneers being 
Messers. Lomax & Sons & Mills. The tenant farmer at the time was a Mr
John Porter and the property was described as:
Lot 7. A substantially built stone farmhouse with the following
accommodation:
Lobby
2 Sitting Rooms
Larder
Wash house 
4 Bedrooms
2 Attic Bedrooms

Commodious Farm Buildings 
Consisting of: 
Barn, Shippon for 16 cows 
with loft over. 
Bull House 
Piggery
Tool House & Store 
3 Stall Stable and Large Loose Box 
Two Bay Dutch Barn & Cartshed  (LCRO DDX 94) 

5.9 In 1936, the land upon which Wheelton House and it’s associated buildings
was acquired by the War Office for the purpose of constructing a storage 
depot for the ordnance factory at nearby Euxton. The site of the main
factory, R.O.F. Chorley covered 928 acres and included seven farms. The 
land was purchased at a cost of £105,000 and limited munitions manufacture
began in 1938. During the war, the whole site provided employment for 
35000 people. The Royal Ordnance Factories were privatised by an Act of 
Parliament in 1985 and subsequently sold to British Aerospace in 1987
(Nevell, Robert, Smith 1999,1-2). During the 1990s, the site was gradually 
decommissioned, with production finally ceasing in 2007. The factory has
now been demolished and most of the land sold off for the Buckshaw 
Village housing development. The underground storage bunkers at Heapey 
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close to Wheelton House are now discontinued, but are still covered by an 
explosives licence and as such are still subject to close scrutiny and security. 

6. Physical Description 

General Description 

6.1 The house comprises a rectangular detached structure, in watershot stone, 
aligned northeast – southwest, the frontage facing northwest and a sandstone 
slab double pitched roof. It has several extensions to the northeast and 
southeast sides constructed in rough rubble. The house has three floors, 
including attic rooms as well as a basement. To the southeast are two 
extensions. The first of these is built on the northern end of the forming a
gable end. The later extension is constructed to the south of the face and is 
longer. To the northwest are three successive extensions, the final of which 
is at first floor level due to the rising ground level. The whole building is in 
a derelict condition. 

6.2 The Lancashire barn lies to the west of this, aligned north-east – south-west 
and constructed of shaped and coursed sandstone rubble. The double pitched 
roof has collapsed, and the building is unsafe. The northern end is narrower
than the southern end, with the walls recessing after the large barn doors.
From early map evidence the original roadway ran between the farmhouse
and the barn. 

External Descriptions 

House

6.3 Northwest Elevation. This elevation comprises the front of the building and 
is constructed in coursed watershot sandstone with quoins at each corner 
(pl.1) An ornate doorway lies slightly south of centre. This has shaped stone 
columns flanking either side supporting a triangular sandstone pediment. A 
square iron doorbell is located in the southern column (pl.25). The doorway 
is hung with a timber door with four fielded panels and two square lights
above. Either side of the door are three light stone mullion windows, each 
light fit with a timber frame of 6 lights. These have chamfered sandstone 
cills, lintels and jambs (pl.24). These are mirrored above. At the line of the
eaves a series of five stone ornate projections protrude, presumably to hold 
some now removed guttering (pl.23). North of this face is the first extension, 
constructed in rough sandstone, randomly coursed. At its northern end is a 
personnel doorway, hung with a timber panelled door (pl.22). To the south 
of this is a landscape window fit with a timber frame of two lights, the top of 
which is not fixed. It has no jambs or cill, but a sandstone lintel. Above these
is portrait window, at first floor level, now blocked. To the north of this face 
are the remains of the extension, although this has collapsed. Likewise, the
second extension, constructed in a similar fashion, has also collapsed, the 
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leaving a suggestion of an arched cart doorway in the face. The face of the 
final extension has collapsed completely (pl.6). 

6.4 Northeast Elevation. This face of the extension has also completely
collapsed. Beyond this is the gable end of the house constructed in coursed 
watershot sandstone. This has a single portrait window at attic level, to the 
east of centre, with a dressed sandstone cill and lintel. A chimney rises from 
the gable with three ceramic pots. In addition to this is a newer brick
chimney flue built onto the side of the house. To the east of the house are the 
two extensions built of rough sandstone rubble, uncoursed, which lie at the 
rear of the property. The first houses a personnel doorway, although no door
is hung. The walls have badly collapsed and no lintel is present (pl.5). 

6.5 Southeast Elevation. This forms the rear of the property (pl.3). The house is
obscured by the extensions. The northern most of these is constructed of 
coursed and shaped sandstone rubble and forms a gable end, although the 
roof has since collapsed. It houses a large landscape window with sandstone
cill and lintel, with a blocked personnel door to the south of it. The southern 
extension protrudes further than the northern, but has no doors or windows. 
This is constructed in uncoursed rough sandstone rubble, although the 
central part is rebuilt in brick. Beyond this is the face of the house. As with
the other faces, this elevation is constructed in coursed watershot sandstone. 
At the southern end is a personnel doorway, although no door is hung. To 
the north of this is a two light sandstone mullion window, blocked with 
brick, with another directly above it, blocked with sandstone. These once
looked into the staircase. Above these is a three light stone mullion, each 
light fitted with a timber frame of two lights. These all have sandstone cills, 
lintels and jambs. To the north of this, at ground floor level, is a large cart 
doorway, with a segmented sandstone depressed arch. Above this is another 
sandstone three light mullion, although the mullions have been removed. 
This likewise has sandstone jambs, lintel and cill, although the cill is cut by 
the impression of the former double pitched roof of the extension. North of 
this is the extension or uncoursed rough sandstone. This has a door at ground 
floor level, blocked with brick and converted into a window. Above this is 
another portrait window, this one blocked. To the north of this is a further 
blocked window, followed by an open square window with sandstone cill 
and lintel. Below this is another square windows, although this is blocked by 
the rising ground level. Quoins mark the end of the extension. The next
extension butts this, and is likewise built of uncoursed rough sandstone. It 
has a large window at it’s northern end with a sandstone lintel and cill, and 
once again quoins mark the end. The final extension is badly decayed and 
holds no trace of doors or windows (pl.4). 

6.6 Southwest Elevation. This elevation forms the other gable end of the house, 
which is likewise built in coursed watershot sandstone (pl.2). It has three 
small windows in its face. The first, a square window without lintel or cill is 
at ground floor level, towards the east. The second is a portrait window, 
roughly central in the first floor with sandstone cill and lintel and has a 
timber frame fitted. Finally, at the attic level is similar window, although 
this has no frame. A brick chimney rises from the gable with two ceramic

9



AES  Wheelton House, Heapey
  Archaeological Building Survey

pots. To the east of the face is the uncoursed rough sandstone rubble face of 
the extension. This has a large landscape window within it, with a sandstone 
cill, lintel and jambs, without a frame.

Barn

6.7 Northwest Elevation. This elevation comprises the rear of the building and 
is constructed in coursed sandstone with quoins at each corner (pl.27). A 
large barn doorway lies roughly centrally, although no door remains. The
wall at the northern end of the face is recessed slightly and a regarded wall 
protrudes from the northern jamb. At the southern end of the face are three 
small square windows at ground floor level, each fitted with a timber frame.
Above the northernmost is a slightly larger window, with sandstone cill, 
lintel and jambs, although no frame. At the northern end of the face, beyond 
the barn doorway are four small air vents. At the extreme north end at 
ground floor level is a square window with sandstone cill, lintel and jambs. 

6.8 Northeast Elevation. This elevation forms one of the gable ends of the 
building, and is narrower than its counterpart (pl.29). Little remains of this 
face, although the western jamb of a central window is present. The eastern 
corner has quoins. 

6,9 Southeast Elevation. This elevation comprises the front of the building and 
faces the house (pl.28). This has a large barn doorway located centrally, 
opposite its counterpart in the other face, and likewise, no door remains. At
the southern end are three small square windows at ground floor level with 
sandstone lintels and cills. At the northern end of the face is a personnel 
door with sandstone jambs and lintel. The lintel is engraved with “Henry 
Livsey 1759”. Between this and the bard doorway are three air vents. 

6.10 Southwest Elevation. This elevation forms the other gable end of the 
building, and is wider than its counterpart (pl.26). This has two personnel 
doors near each corner, each with quoined jambs and a sandstone lintel. A 
square window lies in the centre of the face at ground floor level, with 
sandstone cill, lintel and jambs. Above this, near the apex, is a small owl 
hole.

Internal Description 

House

Ground Floor 

6.11 Room 1. This room lies at the front of the house and is accessed from the
main entrance corridor of the house via a timber framed personnel doorway
in the east corner (pl.9). A robbed fireplace is located in the centre of the
southwest wall. The timber floor is badly rotted. The walls are plastered over 
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stone and the ceiling is wattle and daub, 2.4m above the floor. A three light 
sandstone mullion window is in the northwest wall with a timber frame
containing 18 lights in total. A pair of chamfered timber beams run northeast 
– southwest. 

6.12 Room 2. This room lies at the front of the house and is accessed from the
main entrance corridor of the house via a timber framed personnel doorway
in the west corner (pl.10). The jambs of the doorway are wide with fielded 
panels. A robbed fireplace is located in the centre of the northeast wall. The 
timber floor is badly rotted. The walls are plastered over stone and the 
ceiling is wattle and daub, 2.4m above the floor. A three light sandstone
mullion window is in the northwest wall with a timber frame containing 18 
lights in total. A pair of chamfered timber beams run northeast – southwest.

6.13 Room 3. This room lies at the rear of the house and is accessed from end of
the main entrance corridor, to the south of the timber staircase via a 
personnel doorway (pl.8). The room is badly decayed and the timber floor is 
very unstable, giving visual access to the basement below. Another
personnel doorway is located in the northeast wall, leading to the exterior. 
The walls are plastered over stone and the ceiling is wattle and daub, 2.4m 
above the floor. A small square window is located in the southeast wall, 
although contains no frame. A pair of chamfered timber beams run northeast 
– southwest.

6.14 Room 4. This room lies at the rear of the house and is accessed from end of
the main entrance corridor, to the north of the timber staircase via a 
personnel doorway (pl.7). The cart doorway with segmented sandstone
depressed arch fills the south-eastern wall. Along the north-eastern wall are 
the remains of two stone ranges, the flues rising up to the chimney above. 
The walls are plastered over stone and the ceiling is wattle and daub, 2.4m 
above the floor. The floor is now bare earth. A recess with timber shelves is
located in the northwest wall, with a doorway through to room 5 of the 
northern extension north of it.

6.15 Room 5. This room lies within the northern extension, accessed from room 
4 via a timber framed personnel door (pl.21). The first floor above has 
collapsed, littering the floor and making the room unsafe. Opposite this 
doorway is a blocked personnel door. A final personnel door lies in the 
northern end of the northwest wall. This is hung with a timber panelled door. 
South of this is a timber framed landscape window. Finally, in the southwest 
wall is a blocked doorway, converted into a portrait timber framed window. 
Two blocked windows are above this, with a third opposite, and another two 
in the northeast wall, all at first floor level. A stone fireplace lies in the 
southwest wall with an iron grate set in it. The walls are rough stone, the 
original plaster covering peeling off, and the ceiling is MDF on the timber
joists, where it has no collapsed.

6.16 Extensions. The rooms in the remaining extensions are badly decayed and 
unsafe. The walls are bare revealing a construction similar to the exterior.
The roofs and internal floors have collapsed and obscure the floor. 
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First Floor 

6.17 Room 1a. The first floor is accessed by a timber dog-legged staircase with 
closed string and turned balusters (pl.15). Room 1a is located in the western 
corner of the house. It is accessed via a short corridor from the timber
staircase, created by the insertion of a timber partition wall, in which a
doorway has been inserted in the eastern corner (pl.13). No door is hung. A 
sandstone mullion window is located in the northwest wall, each light fitted
with a timber frame, identical to the ground floor. A portrait window is 
located in the southwest wall, at the southern end. This is fitted with a timber
frame of two lights, the lower of which is fixed. A robbed fireplace is 
located in the centre of the southwest wall, revealing the stone and brick
construction. The timber floor is badly rotted. The walls are plastered over 
stone and the ceiling is ply over timber joists, 2.3m above the floor. A pair
of chamfered timber beams run northeast – southwest. 

6.18 Room 2a. The room is accessed from the timber staircase via a makeshift
corridor of timber panelling within room 1a, allowing access to it, without
entering room 1a (pl.14). A sandstone mullion window is located in the 
northwest wall, each light fitted with a timber frame, identical to the ground
floor. A robbed fireplace is located in the centre of the northeast wall, 
revealing the stone and brick construction. The timber floor is badly rotted. 
The walls are plastered over stone and the ceiling is open to the timber 
joists, 2.3m above the floor. A pair of chamfered timber beams run northeast 
– southwest. 

6.19 Room 3a. The room is accessed via a personnel doorway on the southwest 
side of the landing (pl.11). A landscape window, part of mullion window 
with the mullions removed, is located in the southeast wall. This is partially 
blocked by the wall forming the southern wall of the stairwell, which the 
remainder of the window illuminates. It is fitted with a timber frame of 6 
lights, the central two (which are within the stairwell) open. The timber floor 
is very badly rotted. The walls are plastered over stone and the ceiling is 
open to the timber joists, 2.3m above the floor. A pair of chamfered timber
beams run north-east – south-west. 

6.20 Room 4a. The room is accessed via a personnel doorway on the northeast
side of the landing. A landscape window is located in the southeast wall, the 
sandstone mullion removed and no frame fitted (pl.12). There is no fireplace
but the stack from the room below runs up the centre of the northeast wall. 
The timber floor is badly rotted. The walls are plastered over stone and the 
ceiling is open to the timber joists, 2.3m above the floor. A pair of 
chamfered timber beams run northeast – southwest. 

6.21 Extensions. All first floor rooms in the various extensions have collapsed 
and were inaccessible.
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Attic

6.22 The attic consists of two rooms separated by the sandstone built spine wall, 
which is plastered (pls.17 & 18). The ceiling is open to the rafters. The 
southern room is accessed via the timber staircase, badly decayed, with the 
northern room accessed via a doorway in the spine wall (pl.20). The timber 
floor boards are badly rotted. A window in the southwest and north-eastern 
gables walls are both portrait windows, the north-eastern of which is fitted
with a two light timber frame.

Basement

6.23 The basement consists of two rooms, although due to the poor condition of 
the building only the western room was accessible to be visually surveyed.
The basement is accessed via a series of stone steps in the northwest corner,
with shelves along the north side (pl.16). The ceiling has mainly collapsed,
covering the floor. The walls are bare stone. A blocked window is in the
southeast wall, originally giving visual access to the eastern room.

Barn

6.24 The interior of the barn has been badly damaged due to the collapse of the
roof trusses (pl.29). The two large barn doorways are located in the centre of 
the longest walls, although the lintels and doors have since been removed.
To the southwest of the doors, evidence still remains of a partial first floor
hay loft. There are two personnel doors in the south-western gable end, one
to each side, with three square windows in each of the longer sides, below 
the partial first floor. The north-eastern side has two personnel doors, each 
located at the northern end of the longer wall, opposite one another. The 
north-eastern gable has collapsed. Joist holes in the wall provide evidence of 
a further partial first floor at this side of the barn. 

7. Analysis and Interpretation 

7.1 Although there appear to be no records detailing the actual construction date 
of Wheelton House the architectural style places its origin firmly in the 
middle years of the 18th century. Henry Livsay does appear to be the builder 
and first inhabitant of the farmhouse and there is no reason to doubt the 
evidence of the barn lintel that places him as the owner and its construction 
date to 1758. From its original construction as a yeoman farmer’s house, it 
appears to have developed fairly rapidly into a working farm with the poorer
built additions to the north-east and south-east. This possibly occurred when 
the school became beneficiaries of the house, barn and land and these were 
then let to the various families that have farmed it. The additions to the 
original buildings would appear to have occurred prior to the first edition 
O.S. mapping in 1845-47. The house itself is a standard double pile plan
form:
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The basic version of a double pile plan consists of four rooms, a principal 
living room, a private room, a kitchen and another service room (e.g. a 
dairy or pantry). A staircase at the rear between the two subsidiary rooms
rises to the upper floors  (Brunskill 1971,104). 
This type of house was originally introduced in the early 17th century but 
was a commonplace design by the middle of the 18th century and available 
to various levels of society.  The central support wall ran all the way up to 
the roof, thereby negating the need for a roof truss. The purlins were carried 
on the gable walls and supported by the central wall. These all appeared to 
be hand cut and original to the construction (pl.19). The north-east chimney
had been repaired in brick and an additional stack attached to allow a 
fireplace to be added in the first northern extension. The listed buildings 
entry suggests that the mid 18th century house was added to the pre-existing 
irregular rubble buildings, the method of jointing appears to suggest 
otherwise and that these buildings were a later but poorer built addition. 
There is also a segmental elliptical arch mentioned in the listing entry in the 
north-western elevation of the extension, this has now virtually collapsed 
with only a couple of quoins left as evidence, although it can clearly be seen 
on the early photograph (App.1 Fig.7). A series of five stone corbels were
observed on the front elevation (north-west) of the house, these would 
suggest supports for a guttering arrangement to remove water running off 
the roof from the front of the house (pl.23). Damage to the roofing tiles has 
caused water ingress at the front and rear of the main house causing the
upper floors and staircase to become potentially unsafe, the rear wall has 
suffered from subsidence and a large crack is evident in the masonry causing 
the large segmental arch at the rear of the main house to flatten slightly. The 
north-eastern additions have become totally dangerous with very little 
roofing material remaining to protect the interior from the elements. The 
same can be said for the south-eastern extensions to the main house with no 
roof to protect them although a cut for a pitched roof above the cart door can 
clearly be seen. The stairlights   at the rear of the building have been blocked 
with stone and a brick repair has been made below. The building has
undergone some external modifications but it is difficult to attribute dates to 
the modifications. The urinals located on the outside wall of the south-east 
extension are obviously a fairly late addition occurring after the M.O.D. took 
over the site.

8. Conclusion
The purchase of Wheelton House by the M.O.D in 1938, has meant mixed
fortunes for the property for although the building has deteriorated slowly 
since its acquisition and closure, its continued use within the ordnance 
storage depot has ensured it’s survival, whilst the buildings adjoining and
opposite have been left to decay to a greater degree. The main house has 
been protected from unsympathetic modernisation, surviving with the 
original 18th century room layout intact. The house is an example of the 
double pile plan form family residence with later external additions.
Although originally constructed in the mid 18th century as a ‘gentleman
farmer’s residence’, it would appear within ninety years to have become  the 
property of a school and let to various tenants who converted the property 
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into a true working farm with unsympathetic building additions.
Unfortunately in later years the building has been stripped of its fireplaces 
and other original features leaving only a shell, which has been further
damaged by the elements. Fortunately the intention of B.A.E. Systems to 
dispose of the properties will give someone the opportunity to rescue these
listed buildings and restore them to something of their former state. 

9. Archive 

9.1 A copy of this report will be supplied to the Lancashire Historic 
Environment Record in Adobe Acrobat ‘pdf.’ via English Heritage ‘Oasis’ 
system, on the understanding that it will become a public document after an 
appropriate period (six months after completion of the field work unless 
another date is agreed). A copy of the report will also be sent to the Local 
Planning Authority responsible for the planning decision.

9.2 The archive resulting from the building recording and a copy of the report
will be deposited with the Lancashire County Record Office in a format to 
be agreed with the Archives Officer and within a timescale to be agreed with
the Planning Officer. The site archive will be prepared and stored according
to the UKIC Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for long 
term- storage (1990)  and the Museum and Galleries Commission Standards 
in the Museum Care of Archaeological Collections(1992) ‘Standards for the 
preparation and transfer of archaeological archives’.

10. Copyright 

10.1 Full copyright of this commissioned report and other project documents
shall be retained by the author of the report under the Copyright, Designs
and Patents Act 1988.
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Appendix 1 

Figure 1  Lower floor plans of house 

Figure 2  Upper floor plans of house 

Figure 3  Elevations of NW & SE walls of house 

Figure 4  Elevations of NE & SW walls of house 

Figure 5  Plan of barn 

Figure 6  Elevations of barn 

Figure 7  Early photograph of Wheelton House 

Figure 8  Aerial photograph of Wheelton House 

Figure 9  Map with location of Wheelton House 















Fig.7 Late 19thc. or early 20thc. photograph of Wheelton House and attached buildings 

     Fig.8 Aerial view of Wheelton House below trees to the right of picture 



Fig.9 Current map with location of Wheelton House and Barn 
©Microsoft autoroute 2006 
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Map Regression 
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           Fig.2 O.S. 1:2500 map of 1929. 
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             Fig.3 O.S. 1:2500 map of 1911. 
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             Fig. 4 O.S. 1:2500 map of 1892 
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             Fig. 5 O.S. 1:10,560  map of 1845-47 
 
 
 

 
Fig. 6  The tithe map of 1845 with Wheelton House highlighted in red 
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              Fig.7 Hennet’s map of Lancashire 1829 showing location of farm  
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Fig. 8 Greenwood’s map of Lancashire 1818 highlighting Wheelton House & Barn 
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Appendix 4  Plates 

     Plate 1.  North-west elevation elevation taken from the north-west  (DSCF1221)

Plate 2.  The south-west elevation taken from the south  (DSCF1415 



Plate 3.  The south-eastern  elevation from the east     (DSCF1418) 

Plate 4.  North-eastern elevation from the north-east   (DSCF1419) 



      Plate 5.  North-east elevation from the north-east   (DSCF1420) 

Plate 6.  North-west elevation from the north    (DSCF1417) 



     Plate 7.  View through rear cart door of room 4 from the west  (DSCF1429) 

     Plate 8.   View of south-east room 3 from the north   (DSCF1430)



Plate 9. view of front room 1 taken from the east   (DSCF1431) 

Plate 10.  View of  front room 2 taken from the south (DSCF1432)



  Plate 11.  View of first floor upstairs room 3a from the west      (DSFC1433) 

Plate 12.  View of upstairs room 4a from the south-west      (DSFC1435) 



Plate 13. View of  upstairs room 1a from the east      (DSCF1436)

Plate 14.  View of upstairs room 2a from the south         (DSCF1437) 



Plate 15.  View of hallway and stairs on ground floor from the north-west 
(DSCF1447)

Plate 16.  View from ground floor stairway into cellar area    (DSCF1448) 



Plate 17.  The south-west attic room from the east    (DSCF1438) 

Plate 18.  The north-east attic room from the west    (DSCF1440) 



       Plate 19.  The roof timbers from the east      (DSCF1439) 

Plate 20.  Wall separating attic rooms from the north-west   (DSCF1441) 



       Plate 21.  Detail of  first northern extension  from the south     (DSCF1442) 

       Plate 22.  External view of first northern extension from the north-west
(DSCF1443)



Plate 23. Detail of corbel on front wall of house below roofline (guttering support?)
(DSCF1450)

Plate 24.  Detail of mullioned windows in north-west elevation  (DSCF1451) 



      Plate 25. Details of the main entrance in north-west elevation    (DSCF1427) 

Plate 26.  Barn  from the south-west  (DSCF1422) 



Plate 27.  Barn from the west     (DSCF1423)

      Plate 28.  Barn from the south-east      (DSCF1421) 



      Plate 29.  Barn from the north-east    (DSCF1425) 

      Plate 30.  Barn with house from the north-west        (DSCF1424) 



Plate 31.  Inscription above south-east barn door  ‘Henry Livsay 1759’
(DCSF1426)

      Plate 32.  Wheelton House and barn taken from the south-west     (DSCF1461) 



     Plate 33.  Wheelton House from the south      (DSCF1462) 

                      Plate 34.  Detail of stonework of main building (DSCF1463)



   Plate 35.  Comparison of stonework in extensions and main house   (DSCF1464) 
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