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1. Introduction and Non-Technical Summary 

1.1 Lancashire County Council planning authority required an archaeological excavation 
to be undertaken at 5-7 St Helens Rd. Ormskirk. (NGR SD 4160,0815) prior to work 
to be carried out to construct two retail units and student accommodation re: 
planning application number  2006/1298. The excavation was undertaken on behalf 
of Mr G. Briscoe of Fletcher McNeill Construction Consultants acting for Nextdom 
Ltd. by Archaeological Excavation Services., the archaeological consultants. The 
excavation was carried out between  24th May 2010 and 2nd June 2010. The ground 
works undertaken revealed several archaeological deposits. These included the 
probable eastern garden retaining walls of the 18th century Mansion House and 
possibly cotemporaneous workshops/stabling and general outbuildings  of the 
Mansion House and Work House, adjoining on Moor Street. 

2. The Development Area

2.1 The site covers approximately 800-1000 sq. m. and is situated approximately 30m to 
the south of the junction of  St. Helens Road and Moor St, Ormskirk at NGR SD 
4160,0815 (Fig. 1).

3. Geology

3.1 The underlying solid geology of the area consists of Permian and Triassic 
undifferentiated sandstones, including Bunter and Keuper New Red Sandstone (IGS 
1979). The drift geology comprises reddish coloured till known as ‘Northern Drift’ 
which is overlain to the west by windblown Shirdley Hill Sand (Hall and Folland 
1970, 7). The soils are mainly those of the Salwick and Astley Hall Associations, 
with some Sollom Association soils. The resulting coarse-textured soils provide
fertile agricultural land, mostly devoted to intensive arable farming producing a wide 
range of crops, but also grassland farming with areas of parkland and stands of 
deciduous woodland (Hall and Folland 1970, 81-2, 108 111). 

4. Archaeological and Historical Background 

The timescales used in archaeological reports are: 

Prehistoric     Pre. AD 43
Roman/Romano-British: AD 43 - AD 450 
Early Medieval: AD 450 - AD 1066 
Medieval:     AD 1066 - AD 1540
Early Post Medieval: AD 1540 - AD 1750 
Late Post Medieval: AD 1750 - present 

4.1 Prehistoric
In September 2003, Mr Sharrock of Bath Farm (east of the study area) reported the 
finding of a Neolithic period polished stone axe-head on his land in the 1970s (pers 
comm. to S. Baldwin).
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4.2 Roman
There is no known evidence Romano-British activity within the urban area defined 
for Ormskirk, however archaeological excavations carried out at Dutton’s Farm,
Lathom, approximately 6 kms to the north-east by the Museum of Liverpool Field
Archaeology Dept., have revealed a large quantity of Romano-British pottery, a 
number of Roman coins and evidence of  roundhouses and other features (Cowell 
2000, 6). 

4.3 Ormeskierk, 1202; Ormeskirk, 1366; Ormiskirk, 1554 
Although Ormskirk is not included in the Domesday survey of 1086, it was an 
important town and was the administrative centre of the Hundred of West Derby.The
name Ormskirk has probable Viking links with a person by the name of Orme
founding a church in the vicinity (Ekwall 1960, 351). All other links with this origin 
of the history of the town are lost. The Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul is
believed to be on the site of the original kirk is loctated on a sandstone outcrop, and 
is the oldest building in the town. Its exact age is unknown. The earliest physical 
evidence for the church in Ormskirk is the north wall of the chancel, which dates to
around 1170. The wall contains a Norman window, and it has been suggested that it 
is the only surviving fragment of a chancel from a former smaller church (Farrer and
Brownbill 1907, 240). When in 1189 the church was given to the new Priory of 
Burscough the description used  ‘the church of Ormskirk with all its appurtenances’ 
suggested that there was also a rectory manor, subordinate to Lathom, but with 
having distinct limits which may well have coincided with the present township.

4.4 In 1286 the canons obtained from the king and from Edmund earl of Lancaster, the 
grant of a weekly market on Thursday at their manor or town of Ormskirk (Farrer & 
Brownbill pp.261-264). The borough appears to have been established by Burscough 
Priory at the same time as the market charter was granted, though the first reference 
to the borough is not until 1292, when a dispute over rights demonstrated that it was 
already established (Farrer andBrownbill 1907,262). The limits of the borough are 
difficult to establish, but the medieval town probably covered a similar area to its 
extent as shown on the map of 1609 (PRO MR/4). By the early post medieval period, 
occupation extended south along Aughton Street, east along Moor Street, north along 
Burscough Street and west along Church Street. Houses lined both sides of Church 
Street as far as the church, with further properties extending along the east side of the 
road as far as the north side of the green. Each of these properties would have been 
built within a burgage plot, or part of a burgage plot, which would have continued to 
the rear of the street frontage (L.C.C. 2006). There are only a few late medieval
references to burgage plots; in 1402 a burgage and half were recorded as being next 
to the church, and in 1482 one is documented in Burscough Street (Farrer and 
Brownbill 1907, 263). 

4.5 By Tudor times, many of the local nobility had houses in Ormskirk, including Lord 
Stanley, descendant of the ancient sovereigns of the Isle of Man who was Lord of the 
manor and lived at the Mansion House in St Helen's Road. During the English Civil 
War, the town played an important role and a skirmish occurred in 1644 between the 
Royalists and Parliamentarian forces nearby at Aughton Moor. The siege of Lathom 
House in 1644 is remembered as a major historical event, as the only fortified manor
in the area that held for the king. The ‘Sweating Sickness’ or plaque visited the town 
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several times during the 16th century and for the last time in 1647 (Lee 1893, 6). 
Around 1680 the towns leading lawyers proposed an extension of the courts and the 
town’s legal functions and, although unsuccessful, the town remained a thriving legal 
centre into the early 1700s (Duggan 1998, 17). The location of the town hall, 
however, has been suggested to be on the junction of Church Street and Burscough 
Street, diametrically opposite the building shown in 1609. It is likely, however, that 
the market hall was moved to this site when it was rebuilt in 1746 (Duggan 1998, 3-
4). Ormskirk’s continued success as a market town was marked by the extension of 
trade into permanent retail outlets, which changed the shape of the town. As an
example In 1662, an inn on the corner of Burscough Street and Moor Street was 
replaced by shops, and commercial and residential developments throughout the late 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries resulted in frequent encroachment on to the 
highway, as attempts were made to maximise development potential (Duggan 1998, 
66-7). The Mansion House in St. Helens Road is so named by reason that it was the 
winter residence of The Stanley’s of Moor Hall, Aughton, the dreariness of Moor 
Hall in the winter months, surrounded as it was by mosses and swamps, making a 
town residence most desirable (Lee 1893, 15). In 1533–4 William Bradshagh 
conveyed Moor Hall to Peter Stanley of Bickerstaffe. The purchaser died on 22 July 
1592, holding seven messuages, lands, meadow, etc, in Bickerstaffe Aughton, 
Ormskirk, and Skelmersdale. The family adhered to the old religion and Edward 
Stanley, his successor, died at Moor Hall on 30 March, 1610. He held his patrimony
unchanged; his wife Bridget survived him, and his son Peter, though only eleven 
years of age, was already married to Elizabeth daughter of Thomas Wolfall of 
Huyton.  He was succeeded in 1673 by his son Edward Stanley, who married
Margaret daughter of Thomas Gerard of Aughton; their children died without issue, 
The estate then passed to the head of the family, Sir William Stanley of Hooton. The 
Stanley family disposed of the Hooton estates in 1840 (Farrer & Browmbill pp 292-
304).

4.6 The Liverpool and Preston railway opened in 1849 runs parallel and to the east of the
main highway. At the beginning of the last century the town was described as ‘a well 
built market market town’, both cotton and silk spinning were attempted but both 
failed in the mid 19th century. Its importance as an administrative centre was
reduced, however, when the quarter sessions were transferred to Liverpool in 1817, 
but it importance as a centre of commerce continued. (Farrer & Brownbill pp.261-
264). Two workhouses were established in Ormskirk in 1734. One was extra-
parochial, and was situated at the lower end of Aughton Street (anon, 1983(a), 2). 
The other was established in existing buildings at the end of Moor Street (Reeves nd,
22), though the Poor Law Union did not purchase the buildings from the township 
authorities until 1840 (Reeves nd, 35). The two workhouses catered for the poor of 
30 townships between them (Lea 1893, 8). In 1838, the Aughton Street workhouse
closed and the paupers moved to Moor Street (Reeves nd, 33) and subsequently 
closed in 1855. In 1841 an Academy was founded in the Mansion House, which 
continued until 1863 when it moved to Southport (Duggan 1998, 196). Despite the 
loss of most of its manufacturing industries, in the later years of the 19th century and
throughout the 20th century, Ormskirk’s role became more of a local market centre
and is now mainly a retail centre with businesses in the town consisting of mainly
professional and financial services. 
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5. Areas of Archaeological Potential 

5.1 The area to be excavated is located to the south of the junction of Moor Street and
St.Helens Road. Located to the north of the site of the Ormskirk Mansion House and 
immediately south of the Work House acquired in 1734, and is therefore expected to 
reveal foundation evidence of parts of these buildings and possibly the eastern 
retaining garden walls of the Mansion House. 

6. Aims and Objectives

6.1 The objective of the archaeological investigation is, where possible, to identify and 
record the presence, absence, nature, extent, and date of any archaeological deposits 
or features prior to them being disturbed or revealed before the construction of the 
proposed development. The definition of archaeological excavation is a programme
of controlled, intrusive fieldwork with defined research objectives which examines,
records and interprets archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as
appropriate, retrieves artefacts, ecofacts and other remains within a specified area or 
site on land, inter-tidal zone or underwater. The records made and objects gathered 
during fieldwork are studied and the results of that study published in detail 
appropriate to the project design (Standard and Guidance for Archaeological
Excavation  IFA 1995 revised 2001,2008). 

7. Location of Excavated Areas

7.1 The area of the excavation is shown in Fig. 7.

8. Fieldwork Methodology

8.1 The excavation was undertaken at the site between the 24th May 2010 and 2nd June
2010. The site photography was carried out using digital format and black & white 
film. A 0.5, 1 or 2-metre scale was used where possible. Proforma Record Forms
were used to record the site stratigraphy in combination with site notes to produce the 
final record contained within this report and will form a component of the archive.
The project fieldwork conforms to the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological
Excavation (IFA 1995 revised 2001,2008). 

9. Results

9.1 The excavation was carried out on the site formerly occupied by the part of the
‘Mansion House’, the residence of Lord Stanley (as shown by the 1845-46 ordnance
survey mapping). A workhouse existed to the northeast of the site perimeter, and part
of the buildings still remain, today converted into shops and houses. The boundary 
between the mansion and workhouse is slightly unclear. Additionally, before any 
excavation work was carried out, it was noted that the remains of walls from modern 
buildings, previously a furniture shop/showroom, were seen incorporated into the
northern wall of a row of shops and housing still situated outside the south-west 
perimeter of the site. These walls was constructed of machine-made brick. These 
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later buildings had been demolished approximately three years previously to the
current excavations. 

9.2 Before excavation, at least three test pits had been dug through the site by a previous 
construction company and left open, and were filled with weeds and rubbish. These 
pits had partially destroyed the archaeology in places and are marked as ‘test pit’ on
the plan (figure 7).

9.3 The topsoil (01) was approximately 0.3m deep and covered the whole site. It 
comprised of a dark brown humic loam. The subsoil (02) was also found across the 
entirety of the site and was dark brown/grey humic loam with an average depth of 
around 0.2m. Both (01) and (02) were entirely removed in the course of the 
excavation. The natural level consisted of hard-packed multicoloured clay, of an 
orange/yellow colour mixed with areas of yellow orange soft sand (03). It’s depth is 
unknown. All the subsequent features described either sat directly upon this
clay/sand, or were cut into it.

9.4 In the eastern third of the site, the removal of the topsoil (01) and subsoil (02) 
revealed the remains of a concrete stanchion (04) (plate 5), handmade brick walls 
(05, 06, 07 & 08) and a possible wall or drain (09), approximately 0.5m below the 
surface. The concrete (04) was modern and immediately removed.

9.5 Wall (05) was 0.18m (two courses) high, 0.38m wide, and ran 2.9m north/south. It 
was butted by wall (06) which was 0.28m (three courses) high, 0.17m wide and ran 
1.67m east/west. They appeared to form part of the same structure, perhaps forming
the southern end of a narrow building (plate 6 & 7). Wall (05) may have been a rear 
retaining wall.

9.6 Walls (07 & 08) were situated 4.5m to the north of wall (05). Wall (07) was a ‘C’ 
shaped structure 0.18m (two courses) high, with the northerly end running 1.72m 
east/west. Wall (08) comprised of two bricks aligned north/south situated 1.41m to
the south of (07). These walls were on the same alignment as (05 & 06) and may
have formed the northern end and rear retaining wall of the same building (plate 8).
The ‘interior’ area of all these walls consisted of a dark, loamy silt (uncontexted),
and may represent the remains of an earthen floor, or was perhaps very compacted
subsoil. It is suggested that these are the perimeter walls surrounding the original
rear garden area of the Mansion House. Very little demolition rubble was uncovered 
in this part of the site, indicating that these structures had been almost entirely 
demolished and the rubble subsequently removed.

9.7 Structure (09) ran along a roughly similar alignment  to (05 & 08) and was situated 
c.4.75m to the north of (07). It was quite disturbed by demolition and measured 1.1m 
north/south by 0.33m wide and was truncated at the south end. Some of the bricks 
appeared to have been burnt, and were in poor condition. Only one course remained,
to a height of 0.08m, and the large gap between the two rows of bricks and soft 
organic fill between the bricks suggested it may have formed part of a crude drain 
(plate 9). Each of the above walls (and possible drain) sat directly on natural clay 
(03).
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9.8 To the west of walls (05, 06, 07 & 08), the area consisted mainly of natural clay (03). 
Within the clay was a large patch of dark loamy humic soil (012), containing a
concentrated area of crushed brick rubble. The interpretation of (012) is unclear, but 
it may relate to garden features.

9.9 Approximately 10.5m from the eastern trench edge, a partially destroyed terracotta 
earthenware unglazed sectioned pipe (010) ran north/south across almost the entire 
width of the trench, sitting above/within context (012) and cut into the clay (03)
(plate 10). This pipe was narrow, 0.10m in width, and had an unusual triangular 
‘arch-shaped’ or ‘ovaloid’ section, suggestion a date in the first half of the 19th

century, the shape suggested they were meant to have a higher water velocity and be 
self-cleaning, but apparently these would only work well if the water flow was
strong enough. The central section of the site (to the west of the above features) 
consisted mainly of natural clay (03) cut by a number of features. A second 
earthenware pipe (011) of identical form to pipe (010) ran at roughly a 45° angle 
from pipe (010), northeast/southwest across the site for a distance of 15.5m. It is
probable that the two pipes were originally joined, but this area was obscured and the
joint had been destroyed by a test pit. To the north of (011) and on the same
alignment ran a third earthenware pipe (029) of identical description to (010 & 011), 
which was approximately 5m in length, but continued under the northern edge of the 
trench. All three pipes are interpreted as probable land drains.

9.10 In the approximate centre of the site, midway between pipes (011 & 029) was a large 
straight-sided feature of humic silt (030), cut into the clay (03). It measured 4.53m
east/west by 1.35m north/south. It was mixed with occasional patches of natural 
yellowy sand and clay. A small section was excavated through the centre of this 
feature, revealing it to have sharply sloping sides and an stepped base, the higher 
step was sloping down to the north at an average depth of 0.26m, with the lowest 
part being almost flat at a depth of 0.36m (plate 11).

To the north of (030) was a roughly square straight-sided feature (032), also of
humic loamy silt containing occasional brick fragments. It measured 0.9m
north/south by 0.8m east/west and was 0.16m deep. To the south of (030) was a 
similar square feature (031) measuring 0.83m east/west by 0.81m north/south and 
0.05m in depth (plate 12). It comprised of humic loamy silt with occasional brick
fragment inclusions. All three features were cut into the natural clay (03) and are
interpreted as ornamental garden features or flowerbeds.

9.11 The eastern third of the site was the most complex, and consisted of a number of 
structural features. Running north/south across the width of the site was a handmade
brick wall (013) 11.5m long, but extending under both the north and south trench 
edges, and a part of the central section was missing, possibly destroyed during 
demolition. It was approximately 0.35m wide and the depth was not fully explored
(plate 13). The top courses were a mixture of header and stretcher bond, but those
forming the east wall of the ‘cellar’ (see below) were all laid stretcher fashion and 
bonded with lime mortar. This part of the wall was also of better construction and the 
bricks more regularly placed, suggesting the original wall was later modified and 
extended above and to each side of the cellar level. The wall was originally bonded 
into/butted the remaining standing buildings to the south of the site perimeter. The 
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wall is interpreted as a back wall associated with the poorhouse and the mansion
house outbuildings and also forms the east wall of the cellar/stable building..

9.12 On it’s south end and to the west, wall (013) was butted by two handmade brick 
walls (014 & 016), and together with handmade brick wall (015) formed a small
rectangular enclosed space. Wall (014) ran under the southern trench edge. It was
1.32m long east/west and 0.28m (three courses) high. It’s width was not fully 
excavated. Wall (015) was 2.65m north/south and stood two courses above the floor 
level at the northern end, and two courses below it across its length. It was mainly
constructed of unusually shaped brick, known as ‘squint’ brick, which is usually 
used for corners or decorative edging and was obviously reused from an earlier 
structure. Wall (016) ran 1.5m east/west and formed the north wall of the small
room. It was 0.30m (three courses) high, a mix of header and stretcher, and bonded 
with lime mortar.

Within these four walls was a rough uneven floor surface (017) measuring 2.38m 
north/south by 1.10m east west. It comprised of a mixture of un-bonded stone flag 
and handmade brick (plate 14) and sloped downwards to the west. A number of post-
medieval finds were retrieved from the subsoil (02) above the floor, including glass 
and ceramic fragments. A test pit excavated by machine to the west of wall (015)
revealed that the floor was supported by a bed of rubble hardcore (018) to a depth of 
0.6m (plate 15). It comprised a mixture of brick fragments, plaster/mortar, slate
fragments occasional stones/gravel and dark greyish brown silty loam. A large
amount of rubble mixed with cobbles and silty clay was also removed from the test 
pit, suggestive of demolition rubble, and it was above natural clay (03). The structure
is a small room of unknown purpose.

9.13 At a distance of 0.5m to the west of this room  was a spread of large cobbles (019), 
measuring approximately 2.0m east/west by 1.3m north/south (plate 16). The 
average size of the cobbles was 0.18m by 0.15m by 0.10m. Occasional similar
cobbles were found throughout parts of the western end of the site, suggesting a 
larger cobbled surface was probably once in existence. It is interpreted as the 
remains of a cobbled yard or path.

9.14 Approximately 2.3m to the west of the cobbles (019), in the extreme south-westerly 
corner of the site were the remains of a modern machine-made brick wall (028). It 
measured 5.5m north/south, was 0.69m wide at the footing and the wall itself was 
0.62m wide. All the bricks were laid stretcher fashion and bonded with concrete 
mortar. It was not fully excavated along its length although it appeared to be bonded
with/butting the northern wall of the standing buildings to the south of the site 
perimeter. This probably formed the back wall of an early 20th century shop (plate 
17).

9.15 The central section of the western end of the site contained a number of unusual 
features. Approximately 1.8m to the north of wall (016) was a small, square 
handmade brick structure (020). It measured 0.68m north/south by 0.65m east west. 
The bricks were 0.12m (one course) wide and roughly bonded with yellowy mortar.
The structure was largely damaged and it’s depth was not fully excavated. It has an 
unclear purpose, and is tentatively suggested to be the remains of a chimney base or 
flue.
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9.16 Immediately north of (020) was a handmade brick wall (021) running east/west for a
length of 3.54m. It was 0.55m (six courses) high and 0.12m (one course) wide, with 
all the bricks laid stretcher fashion. At the western end there was a break in the wall, 
and it widened to 0.25m (two courses) for a short length. This section forms the 
southern wall of the ‘tank’ (see below), however, the majority of wall (021) formed
the southern wall of a shallow cellar. The eastern wall of this cellar was formed by 
wall (013) (see above), and the northern wall by (026). Wall (026) was of handmade
brick and measured 3.0m east/west, was 0.24m wide and was 0.55m (six courses) 
high. The bricks were all laid stretcher fashion and bonded with lime mortar. Wall
(026) formed the north wall of the cellar, but it turned north at its western end and 
terminated abruptly, where it was butted by wall (027) (see below). Each of these
cellar walls (03, 021 & 026) retained traces of a yellowy render or plaster on their 
inside faces (plate 18).

The western wall of the cellar (023) was very unusual, in that is was formed from a
single course of re-used dressed stone, and was on a different alignment to walls 
(013, 021 & 026). It measured 2.6m in length north-northeast/south-southwest, and 
was 0.25m high. It was almost certainly of earlier date than the brick walls, and the 
other walls may have been built to accommodate it. However, the unusual shaping of 
the stone (two pieces were cut with channels) suggest that these blocks originally had
a different purpose, perhaps originally forming part of a drainage system around the 
edge of a building or along a pathway (plate 19).

The flooring inside these four walls (022) was a mixture of un-bonded stone flags 
and large irregular flat cobbles measuring 2.66m north/south by 3.26m east/west. It 
lay 0.75 -79m below the original ground surface level. There was a clear division 
between the flags (to the west) and the cobbles to the east, suggesting the floor was 
constructed in at least two stages, or that the room had been altered at some point 
(plate 18) – already referred to above, with the ranging pole situated along wall 
(023)). It is suggested that the flags are earlier in date, as they neatly butt wall (023) 
and may be contemporary with it.

9.17 Above and to the west of wall (023) was an unusual L-shaped brick structure (024), 
forming a ‘tank’. The southern side was formed from wall (21) (see above) and the
western side was missing, probably removed during demolition works. The 
brickwork was all laid in stretcher fashion, bonded with lime mortar and measured
1.02m east/west by 1.0m north/south. The walls were lined with a thin layer of slate 
and mortar (025) with brick inclusions visible in the base, likely forming a
waterproof skin. The slate measured 0.75m north/south by 0.54m east/west and was 
only 0.02m thick with rounded corners. Wall (024) was therefore interpreted as the 
frame or support for a tank, lined with slate (025), probably for animal drinking 
water storage (plate 19).

9.18 In the north east corner of the trench was a further handmade brick wall (027), 
butting (026). It measured 3.95m north/south (continuing under the north edge of the 
trench), by 0.23m wide and was only 0.07m (one course) high. It sat directly upon 
the natural clay (03). This wall was of much poorer construction than wall (026) and 
was bonded with very pale crumbly whitish yellow mortar, in contrast to the harder
white lime mortar of walls (013 & 026). It perhaps formed the foundation of another 
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room to the north of the cellar, with wall (013) forming the eastern side (plate 20). It 
is of a later date than wall (026).

9.19 The final feature of the trench was a modern drainpipe (uncontexted), cut into the
natural clay and running north/south in the extreme northeast corner of the trench.

10. Finds

10.1 The majority of finds were black glazed pottery sherds of the 18th and 19th centuries
excavated within context (02), along with the neck of an 18th century onion type glass 
bottle. A group of early 20th century broken bottles and earthenware pots forming a 
small dump, were recovered from the context (02) within the southern most workshop 
/stable foundations. No finds of an earlier date were recovered. See finds report 
Appendix 5. 

11. Conclusions 

11.1 The excavation was successfully carried out according to the methodology stated in 
the project design (see Appendix 8). The area was generally disturbed with the only 
surviving archaeology being the foundation courses of various buildings and walls on 
the east and west of the site. On the eastern side of the excavation, there were what 
appear to be 18th century brick walls running north-south, these appear to coincide 
with the early garden boundary of the Mansion House. On the western side the 
excavation revealed the lower brick foundation courses of the three joined rectangular 
structures, these appear to have been workshop/stable buildings. These buildings
appeared to be connected to the remaining part of the Mansion House and set back 
from the road frontage. The southerly building had a part stone floor and appeared to
be a possible workshop. The second rectangular building had a cobbled stone floor at
a lower level and appeared to be a stable building or a cellar with a slate lined 
drinking container on the outside. The most northerly of the three was of much poorer 
construction and appeared to be later in date, probably associated with the Work
House complex, it had no solid flooring material and appeared to be poorly attached
to the earlier and more substantial buildings. The wall running north-south and 
located close to the west of the buildings, was constructed from later machine made
brick and would appear to be the back wall of the demolished shop premises located 
on St. Helens Road frontage. The dark rectangular patches of deeper soil dug into the 
clay natural across the site were completely lacking in masonry foundations, and 
would appear to have been soil beds for flowers/plants from the earlier gardens of the
Mansion House. 

12. Confidentiality and Publicity 

12.1 The archaeological sub-contractor will not disseminate information or images
associated with the project for publicity or information purposes without the prior 
written consent of the client. 
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13. Copyright 

13.1 Copyright in all reports and documentation/images produced as part of this project to 
reside with Archaeological Excavation Services who retain the right to be identified
as the author/originator of the material. This applies to all archaeological aspects of
the project.
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Map Regression 

Figure 1.                Area of investigation on modern O.S. mapping 

Figure 2.                O.S. 1:2500 map of 1927 

Figure 3.                O.S. 1:2500 map of 1908 

Figure 4.                O.S. 1:2500 map of 1891 

Figure 5.                O.S. 1:10560 map of 1845-6 

Figure 6                 Map of Ormskirk dated 1609 

Figure 7               Plan of excavation overlain on current O.S map. 

Figure 8               Plan of excavation @ 1:100 

Figure 9               Site entrance from St. Helens Road 

Figure 10             Geographical Location 
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Fig.1 Area of investigation on modern O.S. mapping

Crown copyright 2005 O.S. licence No. 100047948

N
Fig.2  Proposed area of investigation on the 1927 1:2500 O.S. edition 



    N 
                     Fig.3  Proposed area of investigation on the 1908 1:2500 O.S. edition 

    N
Fig.4  Proposed area of investigation on the 1891 1:2500 O.S. edition 



  N
Fig.5 The Mansion House and the desinated area for investigation on the 1845-6

1:10560 O.S. edition. 

                       Fig. 6. 1609 Map of Ormskirk showing location of excavation 







Fig. 9 The site entrance from St Helens Rd with the Mansion house on the right 

    Fig.10  Location of site within Ormskirk town centre 



Appendix 2. 
CONTEXT CATALOGUE

Site:    5-7 St Helens Rd, Ormskirk       

Context
No.

Trench
No.

Description   Date 

01 1 Layer of dark brown humic topsoil 26/5/10 

02 1 Layer of bark brown/grey subsoil “

03 1 Multicoloured natural clay “

04 1 Concrete slab “

05 1 Hand made brick wall running N-S “

06 1 Hand made brick wall running E-W “

07 1 Hand made brick wall running E-W “

08 1 Two bricks probably part of hand made brick  
wall aligned N-S 

“

09 1 Hand made brick wall /drain “

10 1 Spread of dark brown humic soil & brick 
rubble

“

11 1 Row of earthenware pipes (land drain) running 
E-W

“

12 1 Row of earthenware pipe (land drain) running 
SW-NE

“



13 1a Hand made brick wall running N-S across site 28/5/10 

14 1a Hand made brick wall butting (013) at 
southern edge of trench 

“

15 1a Hand made brick wall above rubble hardcore 
(018) at south end of trench 

“

16 1a Hand made brick wall running E-W between 
(013) & (015) 

“

17 1a Mixed brick & paving floor surface “

18 1a Rubble hardcore supporting (017) “

19 1a Area of rounded river-worn cobbles “

20 1a Square brick feature, possible chimney base “

21 1a Hand made brick wall running E-W across 
centre of 1a forming south wall of cellar 

“

22 1a Mixed broken paving slab and large cobbled 
stone floor of cellar 

“

23 1a Earlier stone (re-used) masonry wall 
foundation at west side of cellar/stable 

“

24 1a Hand made brick wall containing partial slate 
tank

“

25 1a Slate lining of tank “

26 1a Hand made brick wall running E-W forming 
north wall of tank 

“



27 1a Hand made brick wall running N-S at north 
end of trench 

28/5/10 

28 1a Modern machine-made brick wall running N-S 
at western edge of trench 

“

29 1a Modern ceramic pipe running N-S at north end 
of trench 

“

30 1a Dark, straight sided area of area of dark silt cut 
into (03) 

“

31 1a Square feature of dark silt cut into (03) to the 
south of 1a 

“

32 1a Square feature of dark silt cut into (03) to the 
north of 1a 

“

33 1a Cut of (030) 1/6/10

34 1a Cut of (32) “

35

36

37

38

39



PHOTOGRAPHIC REGISTER 

SITE:  5-7 St. Helens Rd. Ormskirk

Date View
No.

Monochrome
Film No/Frame No:

Colour Slide 
Film/Frame No:

Digital
(9 M-pixels)
File Name:

Description View
From

Photographer

24/5/10 1          --------- 1313
Top of site undergoing 
clearance W

R. J. Gurney 

     “ 2          --------- 1314                “          “ S
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 3          --------- 1315 North-west of site SE
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 4          --------- 1316 View of site from the east E
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 5          --------- 1317 Square block of concrete 
Context (04) 

S
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 6      Film 1/23 1319 N-S running brick wall 
context (05) 

N
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 7      Film 1/24 1320 E-W running brick wall 
Context (06) 

N
R. J. Gurney 



24/5/10 8 Film 1/25 1321
Site stratigraphy - eastern 
baulk. Contexts (01 + 02 + 
03)

W
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 9 Film 1/26 1322
Middle range of brickwork – 
eastern side. Context (07) E

R. J. Gurney 

25/5/10 10 Film 1/27 1323
Middle range of brickwork – 
western side. Context (07) N

R. J. Gurney 

     “ 11      Film 1/28 1324 Continuation of wall (05) & 
Context (08) 

E
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 11A          -------- 1325 Relationship of contexts (08) 
+ (07) 

SE
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 12      Film 1/29 1326 Brick wall in northern baulk 
context (09) 

W
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 13          -------- 1327 N-S running brick wall 
cleaned. Context (05) 

N
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 14          -------- 1328         As above W
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 15          -------- 1329 E-W running brick wall  
context (06) 

N
R. J. Gurney 



25/5/10 16            -------- 1330 Test pit 1 (TP1). Existing 
trial pit 

E
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 17 Film 1/30 1331 Earthenware pipe running N-
S. Context (010) 

E
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 18
   

1332 Earthenware pipe running N-
S. Context (010) 

SE
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 19 Film 2/1 1334
Earthenware pipe as 1331 
with N arrow E

R. J. Gurney 

     “ 20 Film 2/2 1335 As 1332 SE
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 21 Film 2/3 1336 Context (011) earthenware 
pipe running SW-NE 

SE
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 22 Film 2/4 1337 Dark brown rect. Stain 
Context (012) 

SE
R. J. Gurney 

     “ --- Film 2/5 1338 General shot of site SE
R. J. Gurney 

  26/5/10 --- Film 2/6 1339 General shot of site NE
R. J. Gurney 



26/5/10 --- Film 2/7 1340 General shot of site W
R. J. Gurney 

     “ --- Film 2/8 1341 General shot of site western 
half

N
R. J. Gurney 

    “ --- Film 2/9 1342 General shot of site eastern 
half

N
R. J. Gurney 

    “ --- --------- 1343 General shot of site southern 
baulk

NW 
R. J. Gurney 

28/5/10 23 Film 2/10 + 2/11 1344 N-S wall across site Trench 
1a Context (013) 

SE
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 24 Film 2/13 1345
Context 14  Surface south of 
cellar (026) N

R. J. Gurney 

     “ 25 Film 2/14 1347
N-S running wall & surface. 
E-W running wall Contexts 
(17+16+15)

N
R. J. Gurney 

28/5/10 28 Film 2/16 1348 Square brick feature Context 
(020)

W
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 26 Film 2/17 1349 See 1347 Spread of cobbles N
R. J. Gurney 



     “ 30 Film 2/18 1350
Detail of cellar/stable 
Contexts (021+027+26) E

R. J. Gurney 

     “ 32 Film 2/19 1352
Detail of brickwork north of 
cellar/stable. Contexts 
(026+027+(013)

E
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 33 Film 2/20 1353
Detail of N-S running wall at 
west end of trench S

R. J. Gurney 

     “ 31 Film 2/21 1351
Detail of cellar /stable 
entrance & tank. Contexts 
(023)+(024)+(025)

W
R. J. Gurney 

      “ 32a Film 2/22 1356
Large soil insert in (03) 
Context (030) S

R. J. Gurney 

      “ 33a Film 2/23 1357
Earthenware land drain 
running SW- NE Context 
(029)

SE
R. J. Gurney 

      “ 38 Film 2/24 1358
Square soil insert in (03) 
Context (032) S

R. J. Gurney 

28/5/10 39 Film 2/25 1359
Square soil insert in (03) 
Context (031) E

R. J. Gurney 

     “ 41 Film 2/27 1361
Site- Trench 1a north –west 
edge NE

R. J. Gurney 



     “ 42 Film 2/28 1362
Site- Trench 1a southern 
edge SW 

R. J. Gurney 

     “ 43 Film 2/29 1363 Site- Trench 1a northern edge SW 
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 44 Film 2/30 1364 Rubble below wall. Context 
(015)

W
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 45 Film 2/31 1365 View of excavated hole in 
Context (030) 

S
R. J. Gurney 

     “ 46 Film 2/32 1366
View of excavated hole in 
Context (032) S

R. J. Gurney 

   R. J. Gurney 

      R. J. Gurney 



Appendix 4. 

SITE LEVELS RECORD
Site: 5-7 St Helens Rd. Omskirk        BM = 50.02 
LEVEL
NO.

CONTEXT 
NO.

BACK
SIGHT

INSTRUMENT
HEIGHT

FORWARD
SIGHT

REDUCED
LEVEL

 1 3 2.49 52.58 2.31 50.27

 2 5    “     “ 2.18 50.40

 3 3    “     “ 2.28 50.30

 4 7    “     “ 2.24 50.34

 5 3    “     “ 2.31 50.27

 6 9    “     “ 2.20 50.38

 7 12    “     “ 2.24 50.34

 8 3    “     “ 2.39 50.19

 9 3    “     “ 2.24 50.34

10 3    “     “ 2.19 50.39

11 3    “     “ 2.83 49.75

12 3    “     “ 2.73 49.85

13 3    “     “ 2.20 50.38

14 1    “     “ 1.47 51.11

15 1    “     “ 1.50 51.08

16 3    “     “ 2.09 50.49

17 1    “     “ 1.35 51.23

18 1    “     “ 1.51 51.07

19 1    “     “ 1.50 51.08

20 6    “     “ 2.11 50.47

21 8 2.27 50.31



LEVEL
NO.

BACK
SIGHT

INSTRUMENT
HEIGHT

FORWARD
SIGHT

REDUCED
LEVEL

22 10 2.49  52.58 2.18 50.40

23 12    “     “ 2.32 50.26

24 12    “     “ 2.13 50.45

25 3    “     “ 2.08 50.50

26 1    “     “ 1.40 51.18

27 1    “     “ 1.53 51.05

28 1 2.10 52.12 1.01 51.11

29 30    “      “ 1.61 50.51

30 3    “      “ 1.47 50.65

31 1    “      “ 1.08 51.04

32 1    “      “ 1.24 50.88

33 13    “      “ 1.43 50.69

34 13    “      “ 1.70 50.42

35 13    “      “ 1.51 50.61

36 1    “      “ 1.15 50.97

37 17    “      “ 1.81 50.31

38 20    “       “ 1.81 50.31

39 22    “       “ 2.27 49.85

40 3    “       “ 1.83 50.29

41 1    “       “ 1.41 50.71

42 27    “       “ 1.77 50.35

43 23    “       “ 2.16 49.96



LEVEL
NO.

BACK
SIGHT

INSTRUMENT
HEIGHT

FORWARD
SIGHT

REDUCED
LEVEL

44 24 2.10 52.12 1.94 50.18

45 24    “     “ 2.13 49.99

46 25    “     “ 2.28 49.84

47 21    “     “ 1.75 50.37

48 19    “     “ 1.48 50.64

49 3    “     “ 2.66 49.46

50 3    “     “ 2.00 50.12

51 2    “     “ 1.82 50.30

52 3    “     “ 2.33 49.79

53 3    “     “ 1.95 50.17

54 1    “     “ 1.59 50.53

55 1    “     “ 1.57 50.55

56 28    “     “ 1.54 50.58

57 28    “     “ 1.57 50.55

58 1    “     “ 1.50 50.62

59 1    “     “ 1.48 50.64

60 1    “     “ 1.56 50.56

61 32    “     “ 1.57 50.55

62 31    “     “ 1.65 50.47

63 3    “     “ 1.97 50.15

64 3    “     “ 1.87 50.25

65 3    “     “ 1.73 50.39



Appendix 5. 

Summary of finds from St. Helens Rd. Ormskirk 

NO.  TRENCH   CONTEXT     MATERIAL        TYPE         RIM    BODY     BASE     TOTAL      PERIOD 

1           1                      2                 Pottery           darkware            1           0                0              1                19thc 

  2           1                      2                 Pottery           darkware            0           0                1              1           18th/19th C 

  3           1                      2                 Pottery           darkware            0           3                0              3                   “ 

  4           1                      2                 glass          onion  bottle            0           0                1              1              18th C 

  5           1                      2                 pottery           darkware             1           0                0              1                 19th C 

  6           1                      2                 pottery           darkware             1           0                0              1                    “ 

  7           1                      2                 glass                 bottle                0           0                1              1           18th/19thC

  7           1                      2                 glass                 bottle                1           0                0              1                19thC 

  9           1a                    2                 pottery      quality darkware      1           0                1              2           18th/19thC

10           1a                    2                 pottery            darkware            2           1                5               8                19thC 

11           1a                    2                 ceramic           various               1           4                0               5                20thC 

12           1a                   17                glass                  bottle                intact                                                        20thC 

13           1a                   17                ceramic           jam pot               0          0                1                1               20thC 

14           1a                   17                ceramic           jam pot               0          0                1                1               20thC 

15           1a                   17                ceramic        mustard pot            intact                                                       20thC 

16           1a                   17                glass                  bottle                 intact                                                       20th C 



Appendix 6.  Plates 

 Plate 1. The south-east end of the site from the north-west   (DSCF 1313)

 Plate 2. The north-east end of the site from the south-west  (DSCF 1314) 



 Plate 3. The north-west end of the site from the south-east   (DSCF 1315) 

      Plate 4. The south west end of site viewed towards St Helens Rd, from the east   (DSCF 1316) 



 Plate 5. Detail of stanchion base  from the south  (DSCF 1317) 

 Plate 6.  Detail of N-S running wall (05) from the north  (DSCF 1327)



Plate 7. Detail of E-W running wall (06) bonded to (05) from the north  (DSCF 1329)

Plate 8. Walls (07) & (08) from the south-east   (DSCF 1325) 



Plate 9.  Context (09) extreme north-east of excavation from the west  (DSCF 1326) 

Plate 10. North-south running land drain (010) from the north  (DSCF 1332) 



          Plate 11.  Context (030) silt filled garden feature?. Taken from the west  (DSCF 1366) 

Plate 12. Context (031) square inset of soil in (03) taken from the east  (DSCF 1359)



            Plate 13.  N-S running wall Context (013). Taken from the south-east   (DCSF 1344) 

Plate 14. Surface of flags and hand made brick contexts (015).(016) & (017) from the north
(DCSF 1347) 



            Plate 15. Rubble foundations (018) below wall (015) from the west    (DSCF1364) 

                     Plate 16. Spread of cobbles (019) from the north  (DSCF 1349) 



Plate 17. Context (019) Back wall of shop premises from the south 
(DSCF 1353) 

Plate18. Contexts (03,021 & 026). Cellar/stable building and water tank, from the west 
(DSCF 1355) 



Plate19. Contexts (023,024 & 025).  Water tank and western wall, from the west 
(DSCF1351)

Plate 20. Contexts (026, 027 & 013) Poorly constructed building north of cellar/stable 
(DSCF 1352) 



                   Plate 21. Trench 1 viewed from the south-east  (DSCF 1338)

                   Plate 22. Trench 1 viewed from the north-east  (DSCF 1339)



                   Plate 23. Trench 1a viewed from the north-east (DSCF 1360) 

                 Plate 24. Trench 1a viewed from the south–west  (DSCF 1363) 



                 Plate 25. Assortment of finds from the St Helens Rd excavation  (DSCF0414) 
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1. Introduction and Non-Technical Summary 

1.1 Lancashire County Council planning authority require an archaeological excavation to be 
undertaken at 5-7 St Helens Rd. Ormskirk. (NGR SD 4160,0815) prior to work to be carried 
out to construct two retail units and student accommodation,  re: planning application
number  2006/1298. The excavation is to be carried out on behalf of Mr G. Briscoe of 
Fletcher McNeill Construction Consultants by Archaeological Excavation Services., the
archaeological consultants.

 . 
1.2 This document defines the areas to be investigated and the methodologies to be used. 

2. The Development Area

2.1 The site covers approximately 800-1000 sq. m. and is situated approximately 30m to the
south of the junction of  St. Helens Road and Moor St, Ormskirk at NGR SD 4160,0815 
(Fig. 3).

3. Geology

3.1 The underlying solid geology of the area consists of Permian and Triassic undifferentiated 
sandstones, including Bunter and Keuper New Red Sandstone (IGS 1979). The drift 
geology comprises reddish coloured till known as ‘Northern Drift’ which is overlain to the 
west by windblown Shirdley Hill Sand (Hall and Folland 1970, 7). The soils are mainly
those of the Salwick and Astley Hall Associations, with some Sollom Association soils. The
resulting coarse-textured soils provide fertile agricultural land, mostly devoted to intensive 
arable farming producing a wide range of crops, but also grassland farming with areas of 
parkland and stands of deciduous woodland (Hall and Folland 1970, 81-2, 108 111). 

4. Archaeological and Historical Background 

4.1 Ormeskierk, 1202; Ormeskirk, 1366; Ormiskirk, 1554 
Although Ormskirk is not included in the Domesday survey of 1086, it was an important 
town and was the administrative centre of the Hundred of West Derby.The name Ormskirk
has probable Viking links with a person by the name of Orme founding a church in the 
vicinity. All other links with this origin of the history of the town are lost. When in 1189 the
church was given to the new Priory of Burscough the description used  ‘the church of 
Ormskirk with all its appurtenances’ suggested that there was also a rectory manor,
subordinate to Lathom, but with having distinct limits which may well have coincided with 
the present township.  In 1286 the canons obtained from the king and from Edmund earl of 
Lancaster, the grant of a weekly market on Thursday at their manor or town of Ormskirk
(Farrer & Brownbill pp.261-264). By Tudor times, many of the local nobility had houses in 
Ormskirk, including Lord Stanley, descendant of the ancient sovereigns of the Isle of Man 
who was Lord of the manor and lived at the Mansion House in St Helen's Road. During the 
English Civil War, the town played an important role and a skirmish occurred in 1644 
between the Royalists and Parliamentarian forces nearby at Aughton Moor. The siege of 
Lathom House in 1644 is remembered as a major historical event, as the only fortified 
manor in the area that held for the king. The liverpool and Preston railway opened in 1849 
runs parallel and to the east of the main highway. At the beginning of the last century the
town was described as ‘a well built market market town’, both cotton and silk spinning were
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attempted but both failed in the early 19th century (Farrer & Brownbill pp.261-264). 
Ormskirk is now mainly a retail centre with businesses in the town consisting of mainly
professional and financial services.. 

5. Areas of Archaeological Potential 

5.1 As the proposed area is located on land once part of the site occupied by the ‘Mansion 
House’,  the residence of Lord Stanley (as shown by the 1845-46 ordnance survey mapping, 
see fig.1), it is envisaged that the excavation may reveal partial evidence of the ‘Mansion 
House’ or finds associated with this structure or earlier buildings and plots.

6. Aims and Objectives

6.1 The objective of the archaeological excavation is, where possible, to identify and record the 
presence, absence, nature, extent, and date of any archaeological deposits or features which 
are disturbed or revealed before the construction of the proposed development

7. Location of Proposed Areas to be Excavated

7.1 The area of the proposed excavated area is shown on Figs.1,2& 3. 

8. Methodology

8.1 All work shall be carried out in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Excavation as produced by the I.F.A (1999 revised 2001 and 2008) and 
using the I.F.A Code of Conduct. 

8.2 Excavation will be undertaken in the locations specified and indicated by the agreed plans.

8.4 The archaeologist on site will record the date, time and duration of all visits and the nature 
and extent of the works being monitored.

8.5 If archaeological features or deposits are identified the area will be cleaned and recorded.. 
The archaeological sub-contractor will be allowed sufficient time, where required, to record
any archaeological deposits identified.

8.6 The Archaeological officer at L.C.A.S. will be notified by A.E.S. immediately
significant/extensive archaeology is uncovered by the excavation. 

8.7 Any archaeological deposits/features identified will be hand excavated in an
archaeologically controlled and stratigraphic manner sufficient to meet the aims and 
objectives of the investigation. 

8.8 The areas of excavation/ground disturbance (even if they reveal no archaeological features) 
will be recorded on a suitable base map/development plan and the stratigraphy and depth of 
the excavation will be recorded,
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8.9 A full written, drawn and photographic record will be made of general site photographs will 
also be taken to give an overview of the site and the scope of the works taking place. 

8.11 All non-modern artefacts will be retained. If appropriate all 'small finds' will be recorded
three dimensionally. Bulk finds will be collected by context. Finds will be treated in
accordance with the English Heritage guidance document 'A strategy for the care and 
investigation of finds' (1995) and stored in controlled conditions where appropriate. All 
artefacts will be retained, cleaned, labelled and stored as detailed in the guidelines of the 
I.F.A. Conservation, if required, will be undertaken by approved conservators. United
Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) guidelines will apply (UKIC1998). All ferrous
objects and a selection of non-ferrous objects (including all coins) will be x-rayed. 

8.12 Should significant archaeological deposits be encountered an appropriate soil sampling 
strategy will be implemented in accordance with Centre for Archaeology Guidelines
(English Heritage 2002). 

8.13 Should human remains be discovered during the course of the excavations the remains will 
be covered and protected and left in situ in the first instance. The removal of human remains
will only take place in accordance with the appropriate Home Office and Environmental
Health regulations and the Burial Act 1857 and Disused Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act, 
1981. In such an event the contractor will notify LCAS immediately.

8 14 Any artefacts which are recovered that fall within the scope of the Treasure Act 1997 will 
be reported to H. M. Coroner. Where removal cannot take place on the same working day as 
discovery, suitable security will be taken to protect the finds from theft. 

.
9. Reporting

9.1 Immediately after the completion of fieldwork the finds and samples will be processed
(cleaned and marked) as appropriate. Each category of find or environmental material will 
be examined by a suitably qualified archaeologist or specialist. The integrity of the site
archive should be curated and maintained.

9.2 An assessment report will be submitted as soon as possible after completion of fieldwork.
The report will include the following:
· a non-technical summary
· site location
· archaeological and historical background 
· methodology
· aims and objectives 
· results (to include full description, assessment of condition, quality and significance of the
remains)
· an appraisal of the results within their local, regional and national context 
· publication  proposals if warranted 
·detailed plans and sections as appropriate (to a known scale) · a cross-referenced index of 
the project archive 
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9.3 One copy of the complete report will be submitted to Mr G. Briscoe at Fletcher McNeill
Construction Consultants as a draft. 

9.4 Further copies and a digital version of the report and illustrations will be provided as 
required within one week of the receipt of the clients comments on the draft report. (Digital
text to be in Microsoft Word format and illustrations in AutoCAD and/or PDF format).
Upon completion A.E.S. will submit details of the project to the HER (Historic
Environment Record) via the online OASIS form at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/.

9.5 A.E.S.will submit a copy of the report to the Archaeological Officer for Lancashire for
deposition in the Lancashire HER. 

10. Publication

10.1 Provision should be made for the publication of the results in an appropriate archaeological
journal, if of regional or national significance. 

11. Archive Preparation and Deposition

11.1 The archive of finds and records generated during the fieldwork will be kept secure at all 
stages of the project. All records and materials produced will be quantified, ordered,
indexed and internally consistent. The archive will be produced to the standards outlined by 
English Heritage 1991, Appendix 3;

11.2 The archaeological sub-contractor shall, prior to the start of fieldwork, liaise with the 
appropriate museum to obtain agreement in principle to accept the archive for long-term
storage and curation. The sub-contractor shall be responsible for identifying any specific 
requirements or policies of the museum in respect of the archive (Guidelines on the
Deposition of Archaeological Archives), and for adhering to those requirements.

11.3 The deposition of the archive forms the final stage of the project. The archaeological sub-
contractor shall provide copies of the communication with the recipient museum and written 
confirmation of the deposition of the archive. The archive will be presented to the Archive 
Curator within 12 months of completion of the fieldwork, unless alternative arrangements
have been agreed. 

12. Monitoring 

12.1 A.E.S. will liaise with LCAS to inform them of the commencement of site works and to 
offer them the opportunity to visit and monitor the work in progress. 

13. Confidentiality and Publicity 

13.1 The archaeological sub-contractor will not disseminate information or images associated 
with the project for publicity or information purposes without the prior written consent of
the client. 
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14. Copyright

14.1 Copyright in all reports and documentation/images produced as part of this project to reside 
with Archaeological Excavation Services who retain the right to be identified as the 
author/originator of the material. This applies to all archaeological aspects of the project. 

14.3 The results of the archaeological work will be submitted to the client and Lancashire
County Archaeological Service by A.E.S. and will ultimately be made available for public 
access.

15. Resources and Timetable 

15.1 All archaeological personnel involved in the project will be suitably qualified and 
experienced professionals. 

15.2 The timetable for the work will be dependant upon the ground works contractors 
programme.

16. Insurances and Health and Safety 

16.1 A.E.S. is covered by public and professional indemnity insurance. 

16.2 All on site work will be carried out in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work Act, 
1974 and the regulations of the Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit Managers 
(SCAUM) and identified hazards are set out in a risk assessment document, signed by all 
staff, prior to any work commencing. Health and Safety will take priority over 
archaeological issues

17. References & Bibliography

Abbreviations
IGS Institute of Geological Sciences 
LCRO Lancashire County Record Office 
OS Ordnance Survey 

Maps
OS, 1849, 1:10560 Scale Lancashire sheet 92, Southampton
OS, 1893, 1:2500 Scale Lancashire sheet 92-1, Southampton
O.S. 2005 1:1250 Scale O.S. Sitemap 
Institute for Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for archaeological excavation.
Published September 1995. Revised September 2001 and October 2008 
Ekwall, E., 1972, Oxford Dictionary of English Place Names, East Ardsley 
DOE Planning Policy Guidance: Planning and the Historic Environment 
(PPG15)
DOE Planning Policy Guidance on Archaeology and Planning (PPG16)
English Heritage, 1991, The Management of Archaeological Projects, 2nd

edition, London 

6



AES   5-7 St Helens Rd, Ormskirk
Watching Brief Specification

Farrer, W., and Brownbill, J., 1907, The Victoria History of the Counties of
England, Lancashire, vol.3, London
Hall, B.R. and C.J. Folland, 1970, Soils of Lancashire, Soil Survey of Great 
Britain Bulletin No.5, Harpenden 
Institute of Field Archaeologists, 2000, Code of Approved Practice for the 
Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in Field Archaeology, Reading
Institute of Field Archaeologists, 2000, Code of Conduct, Reading
Society of Museum Archaeologists, 1995. Towards an Accessible Archaeological 
Archive United Kingdom Institute for Conservation, 1990. Guidelines for the 
Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage 

18. Figures
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Fig.1 The Mansion House and proposed area for investigation on the 1845-6 1:10560 O.S.

 edition.
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Fig.2  Proposed area of investigation on the 1891 1:2500 O.S. edition 

N
Fig.3 Area of investigation on modern O.S. mapping

   Crown copyright 2005 O.S. licence No. 100047948
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Appendix 9. 

5-7 St. Helens Road 
Ormskirk 
Lancashire

Archaeological excavation carried out  24th May- 2nd June  2010 

Archive Contents:

35mm monochrome labelled negatives and prints – 2 sets of  photographs 

Hard copy of report inc. plans 

Pro-forma recording sheets 

.jpg files Photo contact sheet 

Copy of planning permission 


