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so 943 544 
25th-26th January 1999 

Previous archaeological work and historical research on the site 
No previous archaeological work has been undetaken at the site. Architectural study indicates that 
the earliest surviving masonry of the church is of 13th century date and that considerable rebuilding 
(including of the chancel) occurred in the 14th century. In the 16th century a south aisle was added 
(Clapham 1924, 211). 

Sites in the vicinity 
There are a number of medieval sites in the vicinity, including considerable areas of ridge and 
furrow (cg WSM 20987) representing extensive arable cultivation. 

The watching brief follows the general specification for watching briefs contained in the County 
Archaeological Service (1995). 

Aims and 3). For artefacts this required their 
The aim of the watching brief was to observe 
and record archaeological deposits, and to 
determine their extent, state of preservation. 
date and type, as far as reasonably possible. 

Method 

Seven trial pits were observed, and one 
section was cleaned in each trial pit to allow 
more detailed inspection. The location of the 
trial pits is shown on Figure I, where their 
positions arc indicated by annotated 
measurements. Measurements of individual 
trail pits arc given in the following section. 
Trial pit 2 was not excavated. 

The artefact and environmental retrieval 
policy followed Service guidelines (County 
Archaeological Service 1995, appendices 2 

collection if present. 

Deposit description 

No natural deposits were observed and no 
artefacts recovered during this fieldwork. 

Trial pit 1 
Maximum depth 0.75m. 
Large blocks of blue lias stone with orange 
mortar were observed immediately below a 
0.1 Om thickness of modern tarmac forming 
the present-day ground surface. This 
stonework was offset about 0.25m beyond the 
wall of the tower, and followed the line of the 
tower and its south-cast buttress. 

The stonework is interpreted as part of the 
foundations of the church tower, which has 
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been dated to the early 15th century 
(Clapham 1924, 211). 

Trial pit 3 
Maximum depth 0. 78m. 
There was a course of blue lias stone, mainly 
set on edge, at 0.5m below the ground 
surface. This was sealed below a grey brown 
clay loam (0.15m thick) under a layer of 
mortar. The latter is likely to be the remains 
of the base of a surface drain. 

The stonework is interpreted as part of the 
foundations of the present standing structure 
of the church at this location. The date of this 
wall is not given by Clapham (1924). 

Trial pit 4 
Maximum depth 0.90m. 
There was a north to south length of wall at a 
depth of 0.60m beneath the ground surface. It 
was associated with an orange sandy mortar. 
This wall was not keyed into the offset 
foundation of the north wall of the church. 
The latter continued to a depth of at least 
0.90m, and consisted of blue lias blocks. The 
top 0.1 Om of deposits outside the wall of the 
church were the remains of a surface drain. 

The north to south length of wall is 
interpreted as part of the foundation of the 
adjacent buttress. This structure postdates the 
foundations of the north wall of the chancel, 
which according to Clapham (1924) was 
rebuilt in the 14th century. 

Trial pit 5 
0.80x 0.70 x 0.87m deep. 
Stone foundations of blue lias offset from the 
wall and nearby buttress occupied much of 
this trial pit. The layers outside the wall 
comprised an homogeneous grey brmvn 
sandy clay below a well developed turf-line, 
or the remains of the foundations of a surface 
drain. 

The stonework is interpreted as part of the 
foundations of the present standing structure 
of the church at this location. 

Trial pit 6 
0.80x 0.80 x 0.60 m deep 
Foundations of blue lias stone exposed 
throughout depth of the trial hole, with an 
offset of 0.05m at 0.25m below the ground 
surface. The layers outside the wall 
comprised an homogeneous grey brown 
sandy clay below the turf-line. 
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The stonework is interpreted as part of the 
foundations of the present standing structure 
of the church at this location, which is dated 
by Clapham (1924) to the 16th century. 

Trial pit 7 
0.50 x 0.50 x 0.77m deep 
Foundations of blue Has stone exposed 
throughout depth of the trial hole, with an 
offset of 0.05m at 0.30m below the ground 
surface. The layers outside the wall 
comprised an homogeneous grey brown 
sandy clay below the the remains of a surface 
drain (0.30m in thickness). 

The stonework is interpreted as part of the 
foundations of the present standing structure 
of the chun . .:h at this location, which is dated 
by Clapham (1924) to the 16th century. 

Trial pit 8 
Maximum depth 0.80m. 
Blue lias stonework occupied the full depth 
of the trial pit from a depth of 0.20m below 
the modern ground surface. This stonework is 
interpreted as the foundations of the adjacent 
buttress, which is part of the tower dating to 
the early 15th century (Clapham 1924). 

Discussion 

The watching brief revealed structural 
stonework forming the foundations of the 
church as it stands today. At the north-east 
corner of the chancel a second phase of 
foundation construction was observed 
relating to the east end of the chancel. The 
extent of this phase and its dating could not 
be be ascertained within the scope of this 
project. 

Summary 

A watching brief was undertaken (SO 943 
544; WSM 23278) on behalf of the parochial 
church council of St Kenelm 's church at 
Up ton SnodsbUJ)'. Evidence for two phases of 
foundation was observed at the north-east 
corner of the chancel. 

The Service has a professional obligation to 
publish the results of archaeological projects 
within a reasonable period of time. To this 
end, the Service intend to use this summary 
as the basis for publication through local or 
regional journals. The Client is requested to 
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consider the content of this section as being 
acceptable for such publication. 
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Archive 

The archive consists of: 

Fieldwork progress record AS2 
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photographic film (colour 
transparency) 
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Figure 1. Location of trial pits (plan not to scale, and positions (~{trial pits are indicated by the 
annotation ofmeasuremeitts; for size of trial pits in plan see depos;r description section in the report) 
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