
Interim report on salvage recording of a Neolithic/Beaker 
and Bronze Age settlement and landscape at Huntsmans 
Quarry, Kemerton 1994-6 

1. Summary 

Archaeological fieldwork undertaken in advance of quarrying at Kemerton in south 
Worcestershire has revealed the most comprehensive evidence for late 
Neolithic/Beaker and Bronze Age settlement to have been identified in the region to 
date. Significant archaeological deposits covered an area in excess of 7ha (17 acres).

An important phase of Late Neolithic/Beaker activity included several posthole 
structures and pits and a ring-ditch. Most activity was of Late Bronze Age date and 
included extensive evidence of domestic settlement, associated trackways and co-axial 
field systems covering the entire area investigated. Large complexes of postholes and 
substantial pits or waterholes contained significant quantities of well preserved 
domestic debris. Preliminary analysis indicates that building plans and fencelines can 
be identified and that some phasing and zoning of the settlement will be possible. 

The artefactual material represents the largest assemblage of Late Bronze Age 
domestic material to have been found in the Midlands to date, and the range of 
artefacts is unprecedented in the area, both in terms of type and quality for a settlement 
of this period. 

Bone preservation was generally good and the size of the assemblage will allow 
detailed faunal and butchery pattern analysis. In addition, environmental assemblages 
from well dated contexts have provided a regionally unique opportunity to advance 
research into the agricultural economy and environment during this period. 
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