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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

Summary 
 
 
The University of Manchester Archaeological Unit (UMAU) were commissioned by Dandara to 
undertake the phase 2 archaeological evaluation followed by an excavation at Chapel Wharf, 
Clowes Street, Salford, Greater Manchester (NGR SJ 834 986). 
 
The work initially comprised excavation of eighteen evaluation trenches across the site in order 
to determine the potential, presence, extent, depth, state of preservation and importance of any 
potential archaeological remains identified from UMAU’s Desk Based Assessment of 2005 and 
in accordance with the brief issued by the Assistant County Archaeologist. The evaluation led to 
the open area excavation of the area between Clowes Street and Barlow’s Croft. 
 
The evaluation revealed that across most of the uncellared areas of the site an intact late 
Medieval/early post-Medieval ploughsoil survived with the remains of 18th and 19th century 
buildings cut into it. Within the open area excavation an early post-Medieval garden soil overlay 
the Medieval ploughsoils. This contained a large amount of diagnostic early post-Medieval 
pottery. Two burgage ditches were cut through the plough soils representing continuous use of 
the original Medieval property boundaries throughout the Medieval and post-Medieval periods 
along with a stone wall which may be the original boundary of Medieval Salford. A series of late 
18th century workers houses had been built above this with what appeared to be a small late 18th 
century workshop for some kind of cottage industry. Alongside this was a late 18th/early 19th 
century small factory which is later described as a gum and starch factory. Two basements of 
19th century tenements were uncovered alongside the 18th century workers houses. 
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1. Introduction 
 
 
1.1  The University of Manchester Archaeological Unit (UMAU) were commissioned by 

Dandara to undertake the phase 2 archaeological evaluation followed by an excavation at 
Chapel Wharf, Clowes Street, Salford, Greater Manchester (NGR SJ 834 986). The 
archaeological works were commissioned prior to a programme of development. The 
work was carried out in accordance with a brief provided by GMAU, the archaeological 
curator, to mitigate against damage caused by the scheme. 

 
1.2 The work comprised excavation of eighteen evaluation trenches across the site in order to 

determine the potential, presence, extent, depth, state of preservation and importance of 
any archaeological remains and provide sufficient information for an assessment to be 
made on the likely impact by the building development. Based on the results of this 
evaluation it was decided to further excavate the area between Clowes Street and 
Barlow’s Croft. 

 
1.3  The fieldwork was undertaken between the 19th February and the 4th April 2007 and this 

report represents the results of the fieldwork. 
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2. Background 
 
 
2.1 Location 
 
 The phase 2 study area lies within the City of Salford at SJ 834 986 (centred) and is 

bounded on the north-west by Chapel Street, on the north-east by Barlows Croft, on the 
south-east by the Edge Buildings, on the south-west and west by the Lowry Hotel car 
parks and a warehouse. 

 
2.2 Topography and Current Land Use 
 

The study area lies at a height of 27.8m AOD at the north-west end of the site falling to 
27m AOD at the south-east, dropping towards the River Irwell.  

 
The area was until recently occupied by a series of offices and warehouses, now 
demolished. An open thoroughfare, Clowes Street, runs from north-west to south-east 
through the area. 

 
2.3 Geology 
 

The overlying drift geology, as mapped by the OS Geological Survey (sheet 85), 
comprises boulder clay but recent geotechnical investigations have also showed the 
presence of sand and gravel. 

 
The underlying solid geology, as mapped by the OS Geological Survey (sheet 85), 
comprises Bunter Sandstone of the Permo-Triassic, now known as Sherwood Sandstone. 

 
2.4 Historical and Archaeological Background 
 
2.4.1 Prehistoric and Roman 
 

No prehistoric finds are known to have been discovered within the study area. In the 
North-West the evidence for prehistoric activity is often sparse and based on chance finds 
but within the region there is growing evidence for prehistoric settlement and other 
activity taking place an light well-drained sands, such as sands and gravels, and in 
proximity to watercourses. While the study area may have had some potential as an area 
of prehistoric activity, the intensity of development in the industrial period means that the 
chances of survival of remains from this period are slight. 

 
No Roman finds are known from within the study area or its close vicinity. Roman 
activity cannot be discounted given the existence of the fort and civilian settlement at this 
period in neighbouring Manchester. However, again given the later industrial 
development of the study area, the chances of survival are slight. 
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2.4.2 Medieval to Late 18th-Century 
 

Salford has a place-name of Old English origin, meaning `the ford by the willow trees', 
presumably referring to a crossing point on the River Irwell (Mills 1976, 130). This may 
have been situated immediately upstream of the medieval Salford Bridge (later replaced 
by Victoria Bridge) at the junction of Greengate and Chapel Street. Prior to the Norman 
Conquest, Salford was a royal manor, possibly with a manor house on the site of the later 
Salford Hall which stood on Chapel Street adjacent to the bridge. 

 
Salford was granted a market charter in 1228 and in 1230 was made a borough. The 
extent of the early town is known from mapping of the 17th and 18th centuries, predating 
its massive expansion in the Industrial Revolution. These early maps show two principal 
thoroughfares, Greengate and Chapel Street, the latter being named after Sacred Trinity 
Church which was built here in 1635. The town's market place was formed by the 
widening of Greengate, a feature still evident in the modern street plan. These two streets, 
converging close to Salford Bridge, were linked by a third, Gravel Lane, which ran from 
the market place on Greengate to Chapel Street, where the church was built by the 
junction. 

 
The earliest known map of the town, dating from c 1650, shows properties extending 
westwards along Chapel Street to a point opposite Sacred Trinity Church which seems to 
correspond with the later Clowes Street. The map thus suggests that the majority of the 
study area itself at this date lay just beyond the built-up area of the town and fell instead 
within an area of fields which extended from Chapel Street to the River Irwell. The 
exception is the part of the study area on the east side of Clowes Street, which would 
appear to have been situated to the rear of the buildings on Chapel Street, possibly within 
plots associated with those properties. 

 
In c 1740 mapping by Casson and Berry shows that the row of properties fronting the 
south side of Chapel Street now extended into the study area. These properties terminated 
on the west with buildings which are depicted on the c 1740 map as four blocks around a 
central yard. On Green's more detailed map of the town, dating from 1787-94, the same 
site seems to be shown as buildings flanking the entrance to an area of land owned by the 
`Salford Company'. In addition to these buildings, the study area at this time would also 
have included properties to their east on Chapel Street, again shown in greater detail on 
Green's map. In the early to mid-19th century these last properties were expanded to the 
rear and in at least one case, the Barley Sheaf public house, seemingly rebuilt, with new 
houses also being built to their rear around a confined space known as Withington's 
Place. 

 
Tinker's map of 1772 indicates a further westward expansion of the town, which now 
extended as far as Quay Street, with properties being shown running across the full extent 
of Chapel Street within the study area. In addition, by this date new streets ran back from 
Chapel Street towards the river, among these being Brown Street, now Dearmans Place. 
The map also shows a right-angled thoroughfare running off this on the east and therefore 
lying within the study area. Later mapping identifies this as Walker Street on the north 
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and Garden Street on the east. On the evidence of Tinker's map a block of houses lying 
between Chapel Street and Walker Street and shown more clearly on Green's map had 
been built by 1772, as had houses on the east side of Garden Street. On an adjoining 
block formed by Brown Street, Walker Street and Garden Street, houses had evidently 
been built on the Garden Street side, but it is unclear from Tinker's map whether they had 
also been built on the opposite side, ie on the east side of Brown Street. Other houses, 
however, had been erected by this date on the west side of Brown Street. 

 
2.4.3 Late 18th Century - Mid 19th Century 
 

In the late 18th century Salford, like its larger neighbour Manchester, entered upon an era 
of massive expansion thanks largely to the upsurge of the region's textile industry. 
Green's map of 1787-94 shows that a number of additional streets had been constructed 
on the south side of Chapel Street. Among these were Clowes Street and Barlows Court 
which form the study area's eastern boundary. By 1787-94 houses extended along both 
sides of Clowes Street for roughly half its length running back from Chapel Street. 
Houses had been built on Barlows Croft by the 1820s and 1830s, and at their northern 
end abutted a building which in the late 19th century contained the Albion Works, a gum 
and starch factory. 

 
Houses had also been built on the east side of Brown Street to the south of Walker Street 
by 1787-94, if indeed they were not already in existence by 1772. Others had been added 
to the southern end of the west side of Brown Street by the 1820s. Between the rear of the 
properties on Garden Street and Clowes Street, Green's map shows an open area, named 
as belonging to the `Salford Company', which was accessed in the north-west by an 
entrance from Chapel Street flanked by a small building on the west. This area in turn 
was bordered on the south by a second area belonging to the `Salford Company'. On the 
east it included two buildings set against the boundary with Clowes Street and on the 
south-east a cotton mill, named simply as a `factory'. 

 
This mill is a site of particular significance. Known as the Salford Twist Mill, it was 
operated by the Salford Twist or Engine Twist Company, renamed after 1801 as Philips 
Wood & Lee and after 1804 as Philips & Lee. The original mill building, which is shown 
on Green's map, was built in 1791 and was a five-storey structure which contained 
Arkwright water frames. This was one of the first mills in Manchester and Salford to be 
provided with steam power. It was served by an engine house at its southern end which 
Skempton and Johnson stated to have contained a 30hp engine, a substantial horse power 
for this date, but according to Tomlinson it is uncertain whether this engine directly 
powered the machinery or was used to raise water from the river onto an overshot wheel. 
Later in the 1790s the site was expanded on the south with the addition of a five-storey 
mill for mule spinning. In 1798 the decision was made to add a third mill, sited at the 
northern end of the original mill building, and also intended to contain mules (Skempton 
& Johnson 1962, 183; Tomlinson 1989, 18). 

 
This new mill was in itself a pioneering example of mill design. It was the first mill in 
Greater Manchester and one of the very first in the country to be of a fireproof 
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construction, with two rows of cast-iron columns carrying cast-iron beams which in turn 
supported brick vaulted ceilings (Williams with Farnie 1992, 59-60). William Fairburn 
later attributed the design of this mill to Boulton and Watt but it is now recognised as 
being the work of George Lee, the active partner in the Salford Twist Company 
(Bannister 1950, 241-2; Pacey 1969, 140). Drawings of 1805 in the Boulton and Watt 
collection held in Birmingham City Library (reproduced in Tann 1970, 21) shows the 
mill to have been six storeys in height, with an attic and basement, each storey forming a 
room 207 feet long by 42 feet wide. The overall external dimensions, including the 
engine house (on which see below) were 238 feet in length and 47 feet in width. Its 
construction was underway by 1799, by which date the walls of the mill had been 
completed up to ceiling height on the ground floor (Bannister 1950, 242; Skempton & 
Johnson 1962, 185). Building then seems to have been delayed until the summer of 1800. 
The iron framing was completed early in 1801 when at Lee's request William Crighton, 
one of Watt's draughtsmen, made a perspective drawing of the columns and beams before 
the brick vaulting was added (Skempton & Johnson 1962, 183; reproduced in Tann 1970, 
138). This drawing also shows an arched culvert running lengthwise below the basement-
floor level between the two rows of columns. The ground-floor arches were built in 
March but in July the foundations of a column failed, causing one fatality. A note on a 
drawing in the Boulton and Watt collection records `Solid stone built after the failure of 
July 27, 1801'. According to Bannister this seems to refer `to the filling in with 4 ½ feet 
of stonework of a space extending from bedrock to the foundations', while Tann writes 
that `after this incident the space between the piers were filled in'. The mill was finished 
by the end of 1801 and the machinery was mostly in place by April 1802 (Bannister 
1950, 242; Skempton & Johnson 1962, 183; Tann 1970, 143). The details of the beams at 
the Salford Twist Mill are a matter of contention (Fitzgerald 1988, 128-9). However, it is 
agreed that the columns were an innovation. They took the form of a hollow cylinder in 
place of a cruciform cross-section and were also intended to heat the mill by passing 
steam through them, for which purpose flanged connections for a steam mains were 
incorporated into the lower-floor castings (Fitzgerald 1988, 129). 

 
This mill was served by a new engine house, built at its north end. This housed a 60hp 
engine built by Boulton and Watt. This was an exceptional capacity for the time and 
perhaps lies behind one modern description of this engine as `the most advanced of its 
day' (Skempton & Johnson 1962, 183). Drawings of the engine house and boilers are held 
among the Boulton and Watt collection in Birmingham (Pacey 1969, 40). 

 
A further pioneering development occurred on 1 January 1806 when the Salford Twist 
Mill was lit by gas lighting (Tomlinson 1989, 28). Coal gas was produced in retorts on 
site and was stored in eight gasholders in a long narrow building (Williams with Farnie 
1992, 71, 73). The plant was installed in late 1805 by William Murdoch, the chief 
engineer for Boulton and Watt and inventor of gas lighting. The Salford Twist Mill 
represented Boulton and Watt's first commercial production of gasmaking plant, and the 
mill itself may have been the first to be lit in this fashion, although Samuel Clegg, a 
former assistant of Murdoch, claimed to have installed plant two week's prior to Murdoch 
at a mill in Halifax. However, it was the publicity surrounding the use of gas at the 
Salford Twist Mill, where by 1808 the annual lighting bill had been reduced from £2000 

University of Manchester Archaeological Unit 
June 2008 

7



Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

using candles to £600, which prompted a surge in orders for gas plant (Wilson 1991, 3-4, 
6). By 1807 Philips & Lee were not only lighting the mill but were also supplying to 
several gas lights on Chapel Street, making this the earliest street in the world known to 
have been lit by gas (Wilson 1991, 27; Smith 1989, 144). 

 
The gas plant seems to have been situated on the western side of the mill close to the 
River Irwell. A gasholder is indicated here on OS mapping of 1849, while a town plan of 
1808 shows a long range here which may have housed the original eight gasholders. The 
site of this gas plant lies outside the study area, but on the north and east of the mill the 
study area included a number of late 18th- and early 19th-century building which were 
situated within the property of the `Salford Company' as shown on Green's map and were 
presumably ancillary buildings associated with the mill. The precise function of these 
buildings is unknown, with the exception of a large structure on Chapel Street which 
seems to have been an early fireproof warehouse. 

 
In 1819 a group of local businessmen, Thomas Appleby, Richard Bain, Edward Fisher 
and a Mr Clay, decided to build a works capable of supplying a wider area. The site of 
this works, which was in operation by the autumn of 1820 and represents one of the 
earliest public gas undertakings in the region, was on Clowes Street. Although this was 
adjacent to the Salford Twist Mill, it is unknown whether the two systems were linked in 
any way (Wilson 1991, 27). The position of the Clowes Street gas works is shown on 
Swire's map of 1824 and Bancks's map of 1831, with its southern end evidently lying 
within the study area. Although the undertaking built a second gas works in Salford in the 
mid-1820s, the supply was relatively limited until it was taken under the control of the 
Salford Police Commissioners in 1831. In the mid-1830s a much larger works was built 
at Lamb Lane (Wilson 1991, 27, 198; Smith 1989, 147). OS mapping of the 1840s does 
not identify the Clowes Street works by name, suggesting that they had gone out of use 
by this date. 

 
By 1787-94 the western end of a building encroached into the extreme south-east corner 
of the study area. From its irregular plan and riverside position this building is likely to 
have had an industrial use and by the late 19th century the site is firmly attested as 
forming part of an iron works. By the 1920s and 1830s the building had been further 
extended into the study area and other smaller structures had been added to the north. 

 
2.4.4 Mid-19th Century Onwards 
 

In the early 1840s the Salford Twist Mill was taken over by the Manchester Bonding 
Warehouse Company, but its later history is a matter of dispute. Some believe that the 
mill buildings survived until the Second World War when they were destroyed in a blitz 
on the night of 21 December 1940 (Skempton & Johnson 1962, 184; Tomlinson 1989, 
43), but it has been suggested that the fireproof mill may have been dismantled long 
before that date and that the structure destroyed in 1940 was a later building on the site 
(Fitzgerald 1988, 129). This last supposition is based principally on an account in The 
Builder in 1845, which reported the collapse of the cast-iron roof of one of the buildings 
of the Manchester Bonding Warehouse Company. However, while the fact that this 
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building was of a fireproof construction supported by two rows of columns corresponds 
with the 1799-1801 mill, other details do not. Thus it is reported that the building `for 
many years was used as the cotton warehouse in connection with the mill of Messrs. 
Philips, Lee, and Co. The gable end of this building fronts Chapel-street. The building is 
about 120 feet in length and 40 feet wide' (Anon 1845, 19). These last details point to the 
building being not the early fireproof mill but a structure shown to its north on the map of 
1824 and 1831, and probably also on a town plan of 1808. Its position and plan also 
correspond with that of a fireproof building known as Trinity House which survived into 
the 20th century and which in the late 19th century was used as a cotton waste 
warehouse. 

 
That the early cast-iron mill survived until the blitz may be supported by the fact that OS 
mapping from the 1840s to 1930s shows a building of similar dimensions to those on the 
Boulton and Watt drawings. The large-scale mapping of 1849 shows lightwells against 
the external elevations of the building indicating the presence of a basement, while 
Goad's insurance plan of 1893 likewise specifies the building as being of six storeys 
above a basement, corresponding with the known size of the fireproof mill. On the other 
hand the Goad's plan shows that, apart from on the uppermost floor, the ceilings were 
supported by five columns not two. In addition an aerial photograph of 1930 includes the 
western elevation of the building and shows at least two rows of taking-in doors rising up 
to attic level. If the fireproof mill did survive until the blitz, it would appear that it 
underwent a series of structural alterations during its use as a warehouse. 

 
The site was visited by Skempton and Johnson in 1956 who later reported that they were 
able to trace the foundations. In addition, `we also found a fragment of one of the 
columns lying on a scrap-heap in the yard. In 1960 a new building was erected, and 
fragments of several beams were encountered during excavation through the rubble. But 
these were sold for scrap before we had heard of their existence' (Skempton & Johnson 
1962, 184). 

 
By the late 1880s a complex of single-storey bonded warehouses had been added to the 
east of the mill. Other buildings erected by 1845 may also have been purpose-built by the 
warehouse company, one of these being identified on the 1849 OS map as a sales room. 

 
By the 1880s the earlier industrial buildings in the south-east corner of the study area had 
been replaced by a single iron works block. 

 
Between the late 1880s and early 1900s the housing within the study area was mostly 
demolished or, possibly in the case of Clowes Street, converted to another use, leaving 
warehousing as the area's predominant use. 

 
The oldest buildings currently standing within the study area appear to be the surviving 
central and northern parts of the single-storey bonded warehouses, which date mainly 
from the late 19th century but may also incorporate a smaller mid-l9th century range. 
Immediately to the east of the study area, the base of the chimney of the late 19th-century 
iron works is also still extant. 
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The remaining buildings within the study area all appear to date from the mid- to late 
20th century. 
 

 
2.4.3 Archaeological Background 
 

An Archaeological Desk Based Assessment was carried out in 2005 by University of 
Manchester Archaeological Unit. 
 
The phase 1 archaeological evaluation and excavation were carried out UMAU between 
16th March and 6th May 2005. It was discovered that the cellar for a 20th century 
warehouse had removed any potential remains across much of the phase 1 area . A 
machine made brick floor in trenches 1 and 2 was the remains of the south-eastern end of 
the Lancashire Veneer and Saw Mill rebuilt between 1849 and 1888/9. A hand made 
brick floor surface survived at the south end of trench 2 and a continuation of this with an 
associated wall remained within the north end of trench 3. These were interpreted as the 
basement floor of a building constructed between 1787-94 and 1824. This building had 
been erected against an earlier brick wall which acted as its south-west external wall. The 
earlier wall was a historic boundary wall that had been built prior to 1787-94. Large stone 
blocks were also evident within trench 3 and the area was expanded to reveal this. The 
stone blocks were found to comprise the original river walling and two phases of engine 
bed, probably for the operation of machinery associated with an iron works, which 
appeared to be within the extension (shown on the map of 1824) of a building which first 
appears on the map of 1787-94. Within trenches 4 and 5 the original ground surface, the 
river bank, was observed sloping downwards to the south. This did not contain any early 
features. This original ground surface was also possibly observed within trench 3 
although the depth precluded cleaning and sampling. 
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3. Methodology 
 
 
3.1 Eighteen evaluation trenches were mechanically stripped using a tracked excavator with a 

1.8m wide toothless ditching bucket, followed by the excavation of a larger open area, 
located as shown on Figs 2 and 14. The machine excavation was supervised by a 
professional archaeologist at all times. 

  
 Where appropriate evaluation trenches were recorded by hand drawn plans and sections. 

All plans were drawn at a scale of 1:20 or 1:50 with enumerated contexts and sections 
drawn at a scale of 1:10 or 1:20 with enumerated contexts. Any trenches too deep to be 
safely entered were sketched from the side of the trench. All plans and sections were 
related to the Ordnance Datum. Photography of all phases, features and structures was 
carried out in 35mm slide and digital format. 

  
 Trench locations were surveyed using a Total Station Theodolite and datalogger, which 

was subsequently downloaded to a PC and processed using a CAD system.  
  
 All safety requests and requirements as identified by the client were upheld. UMAU 

carried out a Risk Assessment in accordance with UMAU, University of Manchester, 
HSE and SCAUM Health and Safety guidelines. 

 
The work was monitored by the Norman Redhead, Assistant County Archaeologist, 
GMAU.  

 
3.2 Key to Plans and Sections 
 
 ( ) = fill/layer/structure contexts  
 [ ] = cut contexts 
 All spot heights are in metres Above Ordnance Datum 
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4. Results 
 
 
4.1 In this report all fills and layers are in rounded brackets (***) and features/cuts are in 

square  brackets [***]. Features will be named and denoted by their principal cut number 
(see Appendix 1 for a summary list of the contexts). Trenches A to E were described in 
an earlier report (Mottershead G 2007 Chapel Wharf Phase 1, Clowes Street, Salford: An 
Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation). 

 
4.2 Trench F 
 

This trench measured 18m by 1.9m and was aligned north-east/south-west (Figs 3 & 4, 
Plate 1). 
 
At the south-west end was a 0.8m deep concrete beam (81) with a rough concrete footing 
(80) cut into natural yellowy brown boulder clay (67). A second concrete wall footing ran 
north-east from this along the south-east edge of the trench. At 4.2m from the south-west 
end of the trench was a 2.2m diameter circular brick structure (74) filled with mixed loam 
and brick rubble (72). This sat within a construction cut [76] which was filled with a 
mixed clay and brick rubble (75). At its north-east edge the structure had been cut by a 
concrete capped drain (73) running north/south, and by two stubs of brick walling (70) 
and (71) running north-west/south-east and terminating at a large sandstone block (69) 
which may originally have been a quoin. To the north-east of this the trench was overlain 
by a layer of concrete (63) and bedding (64) with a mixed rubble and loam levelling layer 
(65) below it. Below this, and above the natural clay (67) was a 0.6 to 0.8m thick layer of 
mid greeny brown sandy clay (66) which contained 16th century pottery and was 
interpreted as a late medieval/early post-medieval plough soil. 

 
4.3 Trench G/K 
 

This trench measured 19m by 1.9m and was aligned north-west/south-east and then 
turned south-south-east. This was an amalgamation of trenches G and K excavated as one 
trench (Figs 5 & 6, Plate 2). 
 
At the north-west end of the trench a modern brick wall (111) ran north-east/south-west 
through a layer of mixed loam and demolition rubble (110) with a concrete wall footing 
(113) to the immediate south-east set within a mixed rubble and clay levelling layer 
(112). Below this, and running for most of the rest of the trench, was natural yellow clay 
(115) with a mixed yellow and greeny brown sandy clay (121) above it. At c. 11m from 
the north-west end of the trench was a square modern cut feature [117] filled with a black 
silty loam (116) which contained abundant brick fragments and ash. At c. 12m from the 
north-west end of the trench was a 0.3m diameter sub-circular cut feature [120] filled 
with a mid greenish brown silty clay (119). 
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A layer of mixed rubble overburden (132) overlay the entire trench. In the centre of the 
trench from wall (111) to a rise in the natural 1.2m from the north-west end was a mid 
greeny brown sandy clay plough soil (112) containing 17th century pottery. This overlay 
natural clay (115). 
 
The south-eastern 4m of the trench had been disturbed by a series of structures. A hand 
made brick wall (130), with a later 1 course wide rebuilt skin (129) on its north-west side, 
ran north-east/south-west across the trench. A hand made brick wall (123) sat within 
construction cut [125] ran parallel to this at the north-west. Between these two walls 
subsoil (121) had been cut by a sub-circular pit [302] containing a dark grey green sandy 
clay (131). This had been cut by a large regular sided pit [303] filled by a greeny brown 
and yellow mixed clay (126) with a layer of grey sand and mortar (127) beside it. To the 
immediate north-west of wall (123) was a square pad of machine made brick (299) with a 
loam and ash bedding (300) below it. 

 
4.4 Trench H 
 
 This trench measured 11m by 1.9m and was aligned north-east/south-west (Fig 7). 
 

The trench was overlain by mixed rubble overburden to a depth of c. 1.2m. The south-
west end of the trench had been heavily disturbed by a series of concrete piles and brick 
rubble. At the north-east 3.3m the overburden lay directly on top of natural boulder clay 
(115). 

 
4.5 Trench I 
 

This trench measured 13.3m by 1.9m and was aligned north-west/south-east (Figs 8 & 9, 
Plate 3). 
 
A 0.06m thick layer of tarmac (45) on a 0.15m thick bedding layer of MoT (46) overlay a 
mixed dark brown clay loam (47). At the north-west end of the trench layer (47) was 
truncated by a vertical cut [48] containing a hand made brick wall (50) with an associated 
hand made brick floor surface (57) at a depth of 1m and a slightly raised stone flagged 
edging (56) to the brick floor. This had been infilled with clinker (49). At the north-west 
side of wall (50) was mixed rubble infill (51). Below the clay loam levelling material 
(47), in the centre of the trench, was a hand made brick wall (52) with later concrete 
reinforcement (53) on its north-west side. These cut through a layer of mixed greeny 
brown and yellow clay (55) which filled a curving cut feature [59] which was not 
bottomed. This cut a layer of mid greeny brown sandy clay (58) interpreted as a late 
medieval/early post-medieval plough soil. 

 
4.6 Trench J 

 
This trench measured 18m by 1.9m and was aligned north-east/south-west (Fig 10, Plates 
4 & 5). 
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The trench was overlain by 0.15m depth of mixed rubble overburden. At the south-west 
end of the trench was a 5.3m section of hand made brick floor surface (158) which lay on 
a bedding layer of clay mixed with small brick fragments (157). At its north-west end this 
was cut by a series of modern intrusions including a concrete drain (156), brick surface 
(154) and modern walls (150) and (151). These were contained within cut [153] which at 
its north-east end also cut wall (144). This wall was of hand made bricks and ran north-
east south-west across the trench with a south-east return at its north-east end. This was 
contained within construction cut [146]. This wall cut a 0.05m deep north-west/south-east 
linear feature [148] which was 0.68m wide and was filled by a loose friable dark brown 
clay loam (147) with abundant brick fragments. This was cut into a layer of dark brown 
friable clay loam (143) with charcoal, brick and stone fragments and 17th and 18th century 
pottery. This sat above a layer of mid greeny sandy clay (149) visible within the base of 
cut [148]. This was interpreted as a late medieval/early post-medieval plough soil. 

 
4.7 Trench K 
 
 This was joined with trench G and is described along with that trench in 4.3 above. 
 
4.8 Trench L 
 
 This trench measured 10m by 1.9m and was aligned east/west. 
 

The trench was excavated through 1.6m of mixed rubble overburden. Below this, across 
the entire trench, was a modern reinforced concrete basement floor. The trench edges 
were unstable and very dangerous therefore the trench was abandoned and backfilled. It 
was felt that the presence of the basement precluded the survival of any earlier remains. 

 
4.9 Trench M 
 
 This trench measured 10.5m by 1.9m and was aligned south-west/north-east. 
 

This trench was excavated through 0.4m of rubble overburden (384) down to natural 
boulder clay (67) which had been cut by two parallel stone capped brick drains (385) and 
(386) running along the length of the trench. 

 
4.10 Trench N 
 
 This trench measured 10m by 1.9m and was aligned north-east/south-west. 
 

This trench was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.6m through mixed rubble 
overburden (384). At the south-west end was a 1m wide concrete pile base (387) which 
cut the natural boulder clay (67). The clay was visible for 2m where it was cut by a large 
intrusive modern feature [388] which covered the rest of the trench. This was filled with 
mixed clay and rubble (389) which contained 19th and 20th century pottery. 

 
4.11 Trench O 
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 This trench measured 10m by 1.9m and was aligned north-west/south-east. 
 

This was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.6m. The upper 1.4m were mixed rubble 
overburden (384) overlying a mixture of clay and rubble (390) containing 19th century 
pottery. This layer was 0.2m thick and sat on natural boulder clay (67). 

 
4.12 Trench P 
 
 This trench measured 10m by 1.9m and was aligned north-west/south-east. 
 

This was excavated to a maximum depth of 1.6m. The upper 1.4m were mixed rubble 
overburden (384) overlying a mixture of clay and rubble (390) containing 19th century 
pottery. This layer was 0.2m thick and sat on natural boulder clay (67). At the north-west 
end the trench was cut by the edge of a cellar which was filled with rubble containing 
asbestos therefore the trench was abandoned and backfilled. 

 
4.13 Trench Q 
 

This trench measured 10m by 1.9m and was aligned north-west/south-east. (Fig 11, Plate 
6). 

 
This was excavated through mixed rubble overburden to a maximum depth of 0.3m. A 
hand made brick cellar wall (104) ran south-east/north-west across the trench with a 
second hand made brick wall (105) running north-east from its north-east side. The east 
of wall (104) and north of wall (105) was filled with mid brown sandy clay and 
demolition rubble (106). To the east of wall (104) and south of wall (105) was a mid 
yellow brown sandy clay with demolition rubble (107). At the north-west side of wall 
(104), within the main cellar, was a fill of dark grey sand with demolition rubble (109). 
This cellar fill contained abundant fragments of cement chrysotile asbestos sheeting and 
was abandoned and backfilled. 

 
4.14 Trench R 
 

This trench measured 40m by 1.9m and was aligned north-west to south-east. It was 
excavated to a maximum depth of 2m and was therefore too deep to allow entry. The 
trench was recorded from the surface for health and safety reasons. (Figs 12 & 13, Plate 
R). 
 
The north-west edge of the trench was formed by the hand made brick wall (347) of a late 
19th century public house cellar at the corner of Clowes Street and Chapel Street. A 
concrete beam (321) and machine made brick wall (320) ran along the length of Clowes 
Street and was visible for the north-west 17m along the north-east side of the trench. This 
beam was interspersed with a series of four rectangular concrete piles (309), (322), (323) 
and (324) with steel I-beams. These were mirrored on the south-west side of the trench by 
three further concrete piles (326), (327) and (328). Two further piles (312) and (317) lay 
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along the north edge of the trench  at the south-east end. Pile (317) sat within a large 
disturbed area of demolition rubble (316).  
 
At 2.2m from wall (347) was a hand made brick wall (330) running north-east/south-
west. Between this and wall (347) a 0.8m wide ash pit (334) ran across half of the trench 
with a ceramic drain (325) leading into it. The other half of this part of the trench was 
split by a hand made brick wall (332) with demolition rubble (333) to the north-west and 
natural yellow boulder clay (305) to the south-east. South-east of wall (330) was a 2m 
wide hand made brick floor surface (331) with natural clay (305) beyond it. The clay was 
cut into to the south-east by a hand made brick wall (329) within construction cut [338] 
and beyond this was natural boulder clay (305) cut in the middle by a modern brick wall 
(311) running north-west from pile (309). At the south-east of the expanse of natural clay 
(305) were the 1.2m wide remains of a hand made brick floor surface (308) with natural 
clay (305) beyond it. The clay here raised slightly to the south-east to a depth of 1.1m. A 
stub of hand made brick and sandstone walling (307) ran north-east from the south-west 
trench edge and extended c. 1.5m into the trench. A second rougher hand made brick wall 
stub (346) ran from the opposite side of the trench at a slightly different alignment. To 
the south-east of the brick walling was a north/south stone capped hand made brick drain 
(306). 
 
At the south-east end of the trench was a series of five hand made brick wall (313), (314), 
(318), (319) and (320). These ran parallel to each other north-east/south-west across the 
trench and all cut into natural clay (305). Between (314) and (318) was a spread of ash 
and charcoal (315) filling a small basement. At the very south-east of trench R was a 
modern manhole. 

 
4.15 Trench S 
 

This trench was one of four which led to the open area excavation between Clowes street 
and Barlow’s Croft and as such are described in detail with the area excavation 
description in 4.20 below. 

 
4.16 Trench T 
 

This trench was one of four which led to the open area excavation between Clowes street 
and Barlow’s Croft and as such are described in detail with the area excavation 
description in 4.20 below. 

 
4.17 Trench U 
 

This trench was one of four which led to the open area excavation between Clowes street 
and Barlow’s Croft and as such are described in detail with the area excavation 
description in 4.20 below. 
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4.18 Trench V 
 

This trench was one of four which led to the open area excavation between Clowes street 
and Barlow’s Croft and as such are described in detail with the area excavation 
description in 4.20 below. 

 
4.19 Trench W 
 
 This trench measured 15m by 1.9m and was aligned north-west/south-east (Plate 8). 
 

This trench was excavated to a depth of 1.6m through mixed rubble overburden and 2.8m 
deep excavated at its north-west end. Below the overburden, at a depth of 1.6m, was a 
layer of mixed greeny brown clay (04) with abundant brick, slate and glass. This was cut 
by a series of late 19th century drains. A sondage was machined to a depth of 2.8m which 
revealed natural clay at this depth with infilling material (04) continuing to the clay. 

 
4.20 Open Area Excavation 
 

The remains found within trenches S, T, U and V were felt to be of archaeological 
importance and so an open area excavation was undertaken in the area of these trenches. 
The excavation area comprised an irregular shaped trench roughly 17m by 12m with a 
17.5m by 6m extension to the north-west (Figs 15 & 16, Plate 31). 
 
Within the north-west extension of the trench were two 5m by 4.5m cellars, each 2m 
deep. The first, north-westernmost, cellar (Cellar 1) comprised hand made brick walls 
(20), (364), (365), (367), (368) and (369), with hand made brick floor (371). Wall (364) 
was 2 courses thick and had been cut at its north-west end by a concrete drain (368). This 
wall and wall (369) showed the beginnings of an inward curve at the top of the surviving 
walls, the start of a barrel vaulted ceiling. Walls (367) and (368) appeared to be later 
rebuilds and did not have the remains of barrel vaulting. Wall (367) abutted wall (20). 
Wall (365) was one course thick and was the interior partition wall between the two 
cellared buildings. Within cellar 1, butting against wall (365) were two hand made brick 
buttresses (372) which may represent a fireplace within the cellar. The south-east cellar 
(Cellar 2) comprised interior brick wall (365) and two course thick exterior hand made 
brick walls (369), (373), (374) and (380), of which (374) and (380) showed the 
beginnings of barrel vaulting. This cellar also had a hand made brick floor (379). Butting 
against the inside of wall (365) was a hand made brick arch (376) (Plate 9) curving down 
from wall (380) and forming a small 0.74m deep half arched chamber of unknown 
function. Running from the outer corner of the arch parallel to wall (365) was a one 
course thick hand made brick wall (377). The 0.75m wide gap between these two walls 
had been filled in with gravel (378). Walls (374) and (377) had been cut by a concrete 
pile (375). Wall (380) had also been cut by a concrete pile (363). On the interior of wall 
(373) the ghost of two buttresses could be seen indicating the possible presence of a 
fireplace (Plate 10). 
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To the south-west of cellars 1 and 2 were two hand made brick walls (27) and (28) which 
butted against wall (364). These walls cut through a layer of dark brown organic loam 
(183) (Fig 28) which contained 16th to 18th century pottery with some residual 14th and 
15th century pottery. This was also cut by construction trench [21] for wall (20) which 
contained an upper fill of yellowy brown sand and gravel (22) and a lower fill of dark 
brown sandy clay (23). Below the organic loam (183) was a layer of fine mid greeny 
brown sandy clay (24), which overlay the natural yellow boulder clay (23). At the south-
west end of the extension layer (183) had been cut by construction trench [32] for a 
modern machine made brick wall (34) which had been inserted running north-east/south-
west alongside the outer edge of cellar 2 and continuing south-west across the trench. 
Bonded onto the south-east side of this wall was a long irregular spread of reinforcing 
concrete. 
 
The rest of the excavation area had effectively been split into north-east and south-west 
halves by a series of concrete piles (191) and a concrete beam (171), all associated with 
the concrete and steel frame building that had occupied the site until immediately prior to 
the evaluation. 
 
The south-west half of the trench contained the footings of two workers houses, known as 
blind backs, which shared a mutual two course thick hand made brick wall (82) between 
these two houses and the two at their rear, those fronting Clowes Street. This had two 
stubs of hand made brick walling (83) and (362) running south-west from it, assumedly 
walls of the houses fronting Clowes Street. Between these was a levelling layer of mixed 
plaster, clinker, ash and brick fragments within a clay loam matrix (40) which overlay 
garden soil (183). 
 
The north-west building (Building 1) measured 5m by 5m with outer (37), (91) and 
(190), all one course wide, as well as front wall (82) (Plate 11). The sandstone base of a 
door jamb was visible within wall (37) indicating an entrance from the narrow alleyway 
that ran north-east/south-west between Building 1 and Cellar 2. The alley had no 
surviving floor surface and contained black organic garden soil (183) seen as seen on the 
other side of wall (34), onto which buildings 1 and 2 had been constructed. Finely 
crushed brick (181) was observed running parallel to wall (82) and appeared to have been 
used as the bedding layer for that wall. A brick fireplace (207) was in situ in the southern 
corner of the house, set at a diagonal. This must have gone out of use at some point in the 
late 18th or early 19th centuries and a series of small roughly built brick chambers (192) 
constructed along the interior of the south-east wall (91). At a later date these chambers 
also went out of use and a single course wide very roughly built hand made brick wall 
(353) was constructed running parallel to wall (91), inside building 1, creating a 1m wide 
passage running north-east/south-west connecting with the alleyway to the north-east of 
buildings 1 and 2 (Plate 12). The remains of a hand made brick floor (186) were partially 
surviving within the house and had been laid onto the earlier garden soil (183) which had 
been cut by concrete pile (184). 
 
Immediately to the south-east of building 1 was a second 5.5m by 5m house (Building 2) 
and comprised single course wide hand made brick walls (42), (91) and (203) along with 
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front wall (82) (Plates 13 & 14). This house had a rough hand made brick wall (198) 
inserted breaking it up into three rooms. The north-west was the largest measuring 4m by 
2.8m and had a fireplace (92) at a diagonal in the eastern corner, next to the fireplace in 
building 1 suggesting a shared chimney. This room also contained a slightly raised brick 
drain (193) which sat on top of a hand made brick floor surface (194). The north-east 
room measured 2.8m by 1.9m and contained a hand made brick floor (200) which overlay 
an earlier brick floor surface (201) which was similar to (194) and used the same brick as 
seen in the floor surface (358) of the alleyway to the north-east. This had the remains of a 
small fireplace butted onto wall (198) and had a further stub of walling creating a small 
chamber in its western corner. The south-west room measured 1.9m by 1m and contained 
brick floor (201). Brick floors (194) and (201) lay on a bed of fine light brown sand (93) 
which had been cut by concrete pile (195). Layer (93) overlay organic garden soil (183). 
 
After recording the walls and floors within buildings 1 and 2, bedding layer (93) and 
garden soil (183) were removed revealing the mid greeny brown sandy clay ploughsoil 
(24) below. At the north-west side, cut into layer (24) was a rough sandstone wall (254) 
(Fig 22, Plate 15) running north-east/south-west and with a return north-west (255) 
extending along the same alignment as later brick wall (82). The stones used to construct 
the wall were not shaped masonry and the build style was quite early in appearance. A 
slot was excavated through wall (82) to determine whether the stone wall continued 
beneath it to the south-east. The stone wall had been robbed out prior to the construction 
of wall (82) (Fig 21). The robber trench cut [383] had been filled in by two separate 
layers of finely crushed brick, the lower layer (258) being much finer than upper layer 
(257). Wall bedding layer (181) had been laid over these fills. The robber trench 
removing wall (255) had cut into ploughsoil layer (24) through which walls (254) and 
(255) had also been cut. Layer (24) overlay natural clay (256). 
 
Also visible below buildings 1 and 2 was a c. 3m wide and 0.68m deep ditch [282] 
running north-east/south-west (Figs 25 to 27, Plates 16 to 18). This had moderately 
sloping sides and a rounded base and had been cut through layer (24). The north-west 
side of the cut had been truncated in part by wall (91). This was filled with an upper fill 
of brown mixed clay (283) with 16th to 18th century pottery. Below this was a mixed 
purple clay (281) with 17th and 18th century pottery, which overlay a dark brown silty 
clay (295) with mainly 16th to 18th century pottery and some residual medieval pottery. 
Although some 19th century pottery was observed within this layer it came from the 
upper surface around the cut for bedding layer (181) and can be assumed to be 
contamination of the deposit in this area. Below this was a basal fill of mid grey brown 
clayey silt (284) which contained 16th to 18th century pottery. At its north-east end the 
ditch was truncated by concrete piles and beam (171). No trace of the feature was found 
to the north-east of this and so it can be assumed that, as burgage ditch [245] (described 
below) survived below the buildings in this area, the ditch terminated in the area 
truncated by the piles. 
 
Running north-west/south-east along the north-east side of buildings 1 and 2 was a 
narrow 0.6m wide alleyway (Plate 19). Its north-east side had been truncated by concrete 
beam (171). It had a brick floor surface (358) with bricks identical to those used within 
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house floors (194) and (201). These sat on a bedding layer of cinder and brick fragments 
which overlay natural clay (43). This alley continued for 6.2m to the south-east beyond 
building 2, passing along the rear north-east side of a workshop and ending at the cellar 
wall of building 3 (both described below) where there was a drain downspout. 
 
At the south-east side of this half of the trench was a cellar measuring 6.2m by 5m which 
formed the south-eastern half of a larger workshop building (Building 3) along with three 
other non-cellared rooms to the north-west between the cellar and building 2. At its 
north-east side it had been truncated by concrete beam (171) and its south-east wall was 
not uncovered although it was assumed that it had originally run along the same 
alignment as machine made brick modern wall (268) which presumably replaced it. As 
the south-west wall was outside the trench area only north-west wall (259) was observed. 
This was a single course thick hand made brick wall and bounded a 1.6m deep cellar with 
a hand made brick floor (262). A 0.5m by 1.2m rectangular brick structure (265) with a 
0.8m by 0.3m gap in its centre covered with two cast iron plates, descended into the 
cellar bonded into wall (259). This presumably gave access into or out of the cellar for 
something but its exact function is unknown. A fireplace (260) was also bonded into wall 
(259) within the cellar. To the north-west of the cellar was an L-shaped room, also part of 
building 3, with no cellar (Plate 20). This comprised walls (162) and (167). Wall (162) 
was three courses in width, built from hand made brick and originally had a gap between 
its south-east end and cellar wall(259) at fireplace (260) but had later been butted to it by 
the addition of a rough hand made brick repair. Wall (167) was also hand made brick and 
was two courses in width at the north-western side. The south-eastern side was only one 
course in width and was felt to represent the later infilling of a 1.7m wide opening onto 
the alleyway. Within this structure were two surviving patches of cobbled surface (263) 
with drainage runoffs. These sat on a layer of mid brown sand and gravel with occasional 
cobbles (264) which had been cut by a concrete pile (280). The alleyway ran along the 
north-east side of this part of the building complex and widened out to 2.7m wide 
between this and building 2. It appeared that the narrow room to the south-west 
(described below) was once open to this alleyway but was then later blocked off by the 
construction of hand made brick wall (292). In the western corner of the widened part of 
the alleyway was a small 0.8m by 0.6m brick structure filled with cinders (356)/(357) 
which may have been a soakaway or drain. To the south-west of the L-shaped room and 
the widened alleyway were two further rooms associated with building 3 (Plate 21). A 
narrow 1.7m to 2m wide L-shaped room ran south-west from wall (292) sharing wall (42) 
with building 2 to the north-west. Its south-east comprised two single course wide interior 
hand made brick walls (136) and (360) partitioning this room off from the room the 
south-east. The point where the two walls joined had been truncated by a concrete pile 
(359) which also cut into garden soil (183) within the room. Between this room and the 
cellar of building 3 was a room defined by walls (136), (162), (259) and (360). This room 
contained an unusual structure (Plates 21 & 22) comprising a line of hand made bricks 
(159) set side by side with no mortar, running south-east from the corner of wall (360) for 
c. 1.5m and then turning south west, creating a 2m wide enclosure of unknown north-
east/south-west length. Within this enclosure were two rows of rough hand made bricks 
(361) set side by side with no mortar and running parallel to each other 0.95m apart. 
These ran north-east/south-west and had two thin 0.4m long sandstone flags set on end 
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across the north-eastern end forming a 0.95m by 1.4m rectangle with an open south-west 
end. These may have been the base for working tables within the workshop of building 3. 
These were set within garden soil (183). After recording the garden soil was removed to 
reveal plough soil (24) below it (Plate 23). Two small postholes had been cut into this 
layer. Posthole [354] (Fig 23) was a 0.62m diameter sub-circular feature, 0.2m deep with 
moderately sloping sides and a sharp base. It was filled with a mid to dark brown silty 
sand (360). Posthole [381] (Fig 24) was a 0.2m diameter sub-circular feature, 0.1m deep 
with steeply sloping sides and a rounded base. It was filled with a mid to dark brown 
sandy clay (382). 
 
On the north-east side of concrete beam (171) the machine made brick wall (268) at the 
south-east side of building 3 cellar continued north-east defining the south-east edge of 
the excavation trench. At the immediate north-west of this wall on the north-eastern side 
of the beam (171) was a 4.8m by 4.2m structure that had been heavily truncated by the 
drains and bases of toilets from the office block which had occupied the site until 
immediately prior to the excavation. 
 
At the north-east side of concrete beam (171) was a small factory complex (Building 4) 
bounded by walls (101), (239), (241), (243) and (255) with the south-west extent of the 
complex truncated by piles and a concrete beam (171) and the north-west edge of the 
complex beyond the trench area. This whole area had been leveled with a layer of mixed 
very compact dark loam with abundant crushed brick, stone slate and cinders (224) prior 
to the construction of the complex. Running north-east/south-west at the north-eastern 
edge of the trench were three hand made brick walls (238), (242) and (355) which formed 
an outbuilding running from building 4 to the north-east beyond the trench edge. To the 
south of this structure was another room with a brick structure at its north-east side. The 
room was defined by hand made brick walls (173), (225) and (243), the south-west side 
being truncated by beam (171) and most of the room’s interior truncated by a concrete 
pile. Against wall (173) was a hand made brick floor surface (174) which overlay an 
earlier surface of small cobbles in a concreted sandy matrix (230), which had been laid 
onto levelling layer (224). The structure along the north-east side of this room was a 3.3m 
by 1.2m rectangular construction, 0.9m deep and mainly defined by two course wide 
hand made brick walls (225), (237) and (173) (Plates 24 & 25). In the north corner of the 
structure where wall (173) met wall (225) was a 0.5m square hand made brick pad or 
column 0.9m deep, possibly for reinforcement. A second hand made brick skin (232) ran 
along the bottom half of the interior of wall (225), possibly also reinforcing this wall. 
Another reinforcing pad of brick and re-used sandstone blocks (231) had been erected 
alongside a rough hand made brick wall (176) which appeared to be later blocking of a 
previously open part of the structure. Further reinforcing brick (246) had been added on 
the exterior of wall (237). Within the structure the base was mixed grey clay and brick 
rubble (233) at a depth of 0.9m. The south-east end of the structure widened out into a 
1.6m square. This was partially blocked off from the rest of the structure by a low two 
course wide hand made brick wall (234) with a second one course wide hand made brick 
wall (235) sat on top of it. This had no mortar and was not bonded into any other part of 
the structure suggesting a temporary nature. Within the widened square at the south-east 
end was a stone flag base (236) with three iron bolts in it. Wall (239) at its north-east side 
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appeared to be a later rebuild or repair. This end of the structure was filled in with cinders 
and the structure may represent an early attempt to build a flue and chimney. To the 
north-west of this room a hand made brick wall (229) ran south-west from wall (225) 
forming a narrow 0.5m wide gap between walls (229) and (173). Wall (229) formed the 
south-east wall of a 4m wide room with wall (225) at the north-east, wall (219) at the 
north-west and the south-west side truncated by concrete piles. Within this were the 
remains of two hand made bricks walls (227) and (228) (Plate 26). It was observed here 
that a layer a small cobbles in a concreted sandy matrix (226), similar to surface (230), 
lay only under the brick walls and did not extend beyond suggesting that they were being 
used as a foundation. This layer sat on levelling layer (224). Wall (225) had been cut by a 
stone and brick drain (217)/(218) (Plate 28) which ran north-west/south-east along the 
north-east side of walls (101) and (222) and then turned south-west truncating wall (225). 
The stones capping this drain were large pieces of shaped masonry which must have been 
re-used from a local source, probably an earlier demolished building. A slot excavated 
across this drain (Fig 18) showed the stone capping with hand made brick sides (252), a 
void below the capping and an upper fill of fine black silty loam (250) above a primary 
fill of sticky dark brown silty clay (251). To the north-west of this a narrow 2m wide 
room was bounded by three hand made brick walls (Plate 27). Wall (219) was four 
courses wide and built from bricks of varying sizes. Wall (97) was two courses wide and 
wall (100) one course wide and built from varying sized bricks. This wall also had an 
outer skin of more regularly sized bricks (101) one course wide. Beyond wall (219) and 
filling in where wall (225) had been truncated by drain (218) were two skins of single 
course wide walling. Wall (221) on the interior was built from hand made bricks in a 
header bond whilst wall (222) was built in a stretcher bond. All these walls were built 
onto a foundation of small cobbles in a concretes sandy matrix (220) the same as 
foundation layer (226) and similar to surface (230). 
 
Upon recording, layer (224 was removed revealing that it sat above a plough soil layer 
(247), similar to (24) found below garden soil (183) elsewhere within the trench. This 
layer had been cut by a linear feature [245] which ran below and along the same 
alignment as wall line (100)/(221)/(225) (Figs 18 to 20, Plates 29 & 30). The north-east 
side of the ditch had been truncated by stone and brick drain (217) and walls (100) and 
(101). The ditch was 0.5m deep and at least 0.8m in width with moderately sloping sides 
and a rounded base. It had a 0.2m deep upper fill of crushed red sandstone (249) with no 
dating material, which appeared to be deliberate infilling. Below this was a primary 
silting fill of black sticky organic sandy silt (223) which contained 17th and 18th century 
pottery and a sherd of earlier 15th century pottery which probably derived from the 
ploughsoil into which the ditch had been cut. Three slots were excavated through this 
feature, the north-western of which showed that the base had been intentionally lined 
with flat pieces of sandstone (253). This was interpreted as a burgage ditch. 
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5. Finds Assessment 
 
By Ruth Garratt 
 
5.1 Introduction 
 
This report contains details of the pottery and additional material excavated by the University of 
Manchester Archaeological Unit from Chapel Wharf, Salford (site code: CW07) during the 
archaeological evaluation and excavation works undertaken in March 2007. The assemblage was 
viewed by the author in October 2007. 
 
Assessment Aims and Objectives 
 
The principle aim of the present assessment is to evaluate all classes of archaeological artefact 
data generated during the excavations of 2007 at the site Chapel Wharf in order to assess the 
potential of the assemblage for further analysis. A statement of the significance of the results 
from each element of the artefactual assemblage is given below based on the assessment work 
undertaken and the original research themes expressed in the project design.  
 
The objectives of the assessment correspond to and are prescribed by Appendix 4 of the 
Management of Archaeological Projects (MAP2) document (English Heritage 1991). These 
stipulate: 
 

 To assess the quantity, provenance and condition of all classes of stratigraphic, 
artefactual and environmental data; 

 
 To comment on the range and variety of the material; 

 
 To assess the potential of the material to address new research questions raised by the 

assessment; 
 
 To formulate any further questions arising from the assessment of the excavated data. 

 
Material Assessed 
 
The entire material archive from the evaluation and excavation works was examined for the 
purposes of this assessment. Quantifications are incorporated within the individual assessment 
reports.  
 
Procedures For Assessment 
 
The methodologies adopted for the assessment varied depending on the class of material under 
examination. All classes of find were examined in full, with observations supplemented by the 
finds’ records generated during the course of excavation.  
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Methodology 
 
The assessment was carried out in accordance with the guidelines set out by English Heritage in 
the document Management of Archaeological Projects 2nd Edition, Appendix 4 (English Heritage 
1991) and with reference to the Medieval and Post-Medieval Research Agendas drafted by the 
North West Region Research Framework (Newman & McNeil et al., February 2005a & 2005b). 
The Minimum Standards for the Processing, Recording, Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman 
Ceramics (MPRG 2001) and the Guidelines for the Processing and Publication of Medieval 
Pottery from Excavations (Blake & Davey 1983) were also consulted during the assessment 
stages.  
 
The finds recovered from the excavation comprised various categories of material including; 
Medieval, Post-medieval and Industrially produced ceramics, glass, metalwork, clay tobacco 
pipes, industrial residues, ceramic building materials and organics such as bone and shell. The 
full contents of the assemblage are listed in Appendix 1, Table 1. 
 
All categories of finds were examined in full, with observations supplemented by the finds 
records generated during the course of the fieldwork. The finds were categorised according to 
type and class and entered onto a database in order to prepare a preliminary catalogue. The finds 
were then given a unique accession number (SF No.) and digitally photographed. Full details of 
all recovered material reside within the project archive held at the University of Manchester 
Archaeological Unit. 
 
5.2 The Pottery 
 
The pottery was examined in context groups alongside the other categories of artefact recovered 
from the excavations. The ceramic material was separated off and catalogued according to ware 
type and sherd family. The assessment conformed to the minimum standards established by the 
Medieval Pottery Research Group (2001) for the processing, recording and analysis of Post-
Roman ceramics. Each ware group within the context was assigned a unique accession number 
(SF No.).  
 
The pottery was washed, bagged and then sorted by type. The Medieval and Post-Medieval 
stratified pottery was divided further into individual vessels, with any cross-context joins noted 
at this point. The ware types and fabrics were examined by eye and sorted into ware groups on 
the basis of fabric, form, glaze and decorative technique. An estimation of the range of forms 
was based on sherd profile and diagnostic features such as rim and base fragments. 
 
The early modern stratified pottery was grouped solely by type, the part of the vessel represented 
was noted, i.e. the number of rims, base and body fragments and any cross-vessel joins were 
identified. 
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The unstratified material recovered from the demolition deposits was visually scanned and spot-
dated after preliminary identification but not quantified or described in detail. 
 
A digital photographic archive was produced and any near complete vessels were bagged 
individually. 
 
An approximate date was established for the contexts based on ceramic ware types and an 
overall date for each deposit based on the datable pottery types present was established. 
 
Quantification  
 
The Chapel Wharf archaeological investigations yielded a total of 1913 sherds of pottery 
weighing 481.76 kg. The quantities of sherds recovered from the various archaeological contexts 
are shown in Table 1.1 Detailed lists are provided in Appendix 1 which contains the full 
catalogue of ceramic artefacts. A preliminary attempt has been made to subdivide the assemblage 
according to broad ware type, the potential, practicality and validity of further classification 
according to specific fabric type is discussed later. 
 

Context 
(fill/layer) 

Context 
[cut/structure] 

Sherd 
count 

(n) ENV 
Weight 

(g) 
Date 

Range

Level of 
Residulaity/ 
Intrusion 

SF 
no. 

(024)  - 4 7 55 
e16th- 
e18th Residual (15th) 

SF 
1- 3 

(024/028) [282] 24 14 1606 
16th - 
e18th   

SF 
4 - 8 

(024/295) [282] 137 113 5038 
e17th 
-e18th Residual (15th) 

SF  
9- 20 

(025)  - 14 9 787 
15th -
e18th Residual (15th) 

SF 
21- 25 

(044)  - 1 1 1 
18th - 
19th    SF 26 

(086) [087] 2 2 91 
18th - 
L 18th   SF 27 

(093) 
under 

(194/196) - 6 4 107 
18th - 
20th    

SF 
28- 31   

(112/155) -  2 2 52 
13th - 
15th   

SF 
32- 33 

(112) 
ploughsoil Tr. G/K 80 52 4383 

L17th- 
e20th   

SF 
34- 44 

(116) [117] 10 6 938 
18th - 
19th    

SF 
45- 47 

(296)  - 2 2 206 
17th - 
18th    

SF 
48- 49 

(143)  - 5 5 56 
17th - 
18th    

SF 
50- 52 

(183) -  152 98 2789 
L16th- 
L18th Residual (13th) 

SF 
53- 67 
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(195) -  2 2 22 
17th - 
18th    

SF 
68- 69 

(198) [282] 18 7 514 
e17th- 
18th    

SF 
70- 73 

(223) 
nightsoil [245] 170 102 5479 

e17th 
- 18th Residual (15th)  

SF 
74- 85 

(224) -  148 98 1950 
L16th 
- 18th Residual (13th) 

SF 
86- 98 

(225) [245] 90 60 2170 
17th - 
18th  

Residual  
(13th -15th) 

SF99- 
108 

(251) [217] 15 15 1314 
L17th- 
19th   

SF109 
- 114 

(247) -  1 1 17 
L13th- 
L14th   SF115

(281)  - 14 13 435 
L16th- 
L17th   SF116

(281/283) [282] 17 14 654 
17th - 
L18th   

SF117 
- 122 

(283)  - 14 12 397 
17th - 
18th    

SF123 
- 128 

(283/293) [282] 14 12 558 
16th - 
18th   

SF128 
- 132 

(283/295) [282] 4 3 49 
e17th-
18th   

SF133 
- 134 

(284) -  49 32 1714 
e17th 
-18th   

SF135 
- 141 

(284) [282] 37 28 1887 
L16th- 
e18th   

SF142 
- 146 

(285/293) Layer 336 273 5182 
L17th 
- 19th Residual (16th) 

SF147 
- 164 

(285/294) Layer 298 243 2806 
L17th- 
e19th 

Residual(13th)& 
Intrusive (20th) 

SF165 
- 184 

(281/295) Layer 123 90 3763 
17th - 
L18th 

Residual  
(13th & 15th) 

SF185 
- 195 

(295) [282] 115 81 2722 
L16th-   
L18th 

Residual (15th) 
& Intrusive 
(19th) 

SF196 
- 206 

(291) Layer 2 2 100 
18th - 
e19th   

SF207 
- 208 

(292) Layer 7 6 334 
e18th- 
L19th  

SF209 
- 214 

    1913 1409 48176g       
Table 1.1: Ceramic Assemblage by context, showing total number of sherds (n), estimated number of vessels 

(ENV) and weight (g), giving the approximate date range for each deposit. 

The majority of the combined total of pottery fragments were recovered from deposit (285/293), 
representing an interface between two layers. This layer produced pottery fragments dating 
predominantly from the late 17th century to the 19th centuries with both residual medieval 
fragments and modern intrusive ceramics dating to the late 19th century. Graph 1.2 shows the 
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relative quantities of pottery recovered from each deposit. A general picture of contamination is 
more common in the deposits producing the largest quantities of ceramic material, which could 
suggest a bias in the levels of preservation, with earlier and intact deposits producing closely 
datable, securely stratified groups of ceramic material. Those deposits which have more pottery 
tend to be those which have suffered from later disturbance and therefore exhibit a range of 
material. This is not surprising given the heavily truncated and closely packed nature of the 
archaeological features and structural remains in the study area. 

 

Relative Quantities of Pottery Produced By Individual Archaeological Contexts
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Graph 1.2: Graph to Show the Relative Quantities of Pottery Fragments Produced By Individual 
Archaeological Contexts 

Graph 1.3 shows the relative quantities of ceramics represented in the assemblage as a whole, 
categorised by period. Clearly the largest group recovered from the archaeological deposits at 
Chapel Wharf was the post-medieval ceramic group which covers ceramics dating from circa 
A.D. 1650 to A.D. 1800. This is typical of assemblages from most urban excavations in the 
north-west and reflects the increased frequency of use and accessibility of ceramic vessels during 
this period. This disproportionate amount also reflects the nature of the archaeological deposits 
and types of contemporary structural activity, land-use and subsequent re-development of the 
study area. 

In successive periods, the range and variety of the ceramic repertoire across site increases in 
accordance with general patterns evident across the region as a whole. There is a tendency for 
post-medieval pottery to become increasingly represented in assemblages from stratified urban 
deposits due to the nature of preservation and the frequency with which pottery was being used 
during these periods. The evidence for medieval ceramics does not parallel this later picture, both 
in terms of frequency, condition and the nature of preservation, making the Chapel Wharf 
assemblage a relatively large representative sample of medieval ceramic use in the locality, and 
therefore of vital importance. 
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Relative Quantities of Stratified Pottery 
Categorised by Period
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Modern (19th - 20th)
Unknown

 
Graph 1.3: Pie-Chart showing Relative Quantities of Pottery recovered from the archaeological excavations, 

categorised by Period. 

Graph 1.4 further categorises the material into the relative proportions of different ceramic ware 
groups represented by sherd count in the assemblage. The chart clearly illustrates that the largest 
single group represented in the ceramic assemblage are the Dark-glazed wares. This is not 
surprising, as this category of ceramic vessels are known to have enjoyed great longevity 
throughout the 17th to 19th centuries, with antecedents in the ‘Transitional’, ‘North-West’ and 
‘Midlands Purple’ type earthenware traditions of the Early Post-Medieval period and succeeding 
into the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This large group, represented by 908 individual 
fragments in the assemblage, made up 46% of the total ceramic assemblage recovered from the 
two phases of archaeological work at Chapel Wharf. This group can be further sub-divided into 
coarsewares and finewares, both expansive categories in their own right 

The Second largest group comprises pottery with a specific type of decoration known as 
‘Slipware’. This group covers several different traditions of slip-decorated pottery dating to the 
17th and 18th century and these products are wide-ranging, from both potteries in North Wales, 
Staffordshire and Yorkshire. The presence of such a variety of slip-decorated ceramics at the 
Chapel Wharf site has important implications for the socio-economic development of the area, 
the trade of ceramic goods at a local, regional and inter-regional level and the use of ceramics in 
local dwellings at the study area, including evidence from post-medieval 17th century maps, later 
18th and 19th century worker’s housing and the development of the recreational and service 
industries, such as the Beer Houses, Public Houses and small vernacular workshops which 
fronted the main road and backed onto the Chapel Wharf site in the early 18th and 19th centuries. 
Slipwares comprised 15% of the total assemblage, represented by 300 individual fragments. 
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Relative Quantities of Ceramic Ware Types
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Graph 1.4: Pie-Chart Showing Relative Quantities of  Ceramic Fragments by General Ware Type. 

 
Mottled or Iron-Stained wares made up the next largest ceramic group at Chapel Wharf, 
comprising 11% of the ceramic assemblage, numbering 220 individual fragments. These 
products become popular in the early 18th century but are known from the late 17th and their 
presence is largely synonymous with the emergence of the Beer House in urban centres of the 
North, most of the forms representing tankards, mugs and other small hollow-ware forms. These 
types can be linked to the next largest ceramic group in the assemblage – the ‘Self-coloured 
wares’. These are lead-glazed earthenwares which take on a colour according to the clay from 
which they are made. The main production centres for these types was at Rainford in West 
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Lancashire, and are contemporary with Mottledwares. The fragments from the Chapel Wharf 
assemblage account for 4% (86 sherds) of the ceramic repertoire and comprise mostly of press-
moulded bowl forms.  
 

thOne of the earliest 17  century types of ceramic represented in the assemblage are Yellow wares, 

edieval and Early Post-Medieval Pottery 

ut of a total of 33 contexts, only two contexts produced exclusively Medieval pottery from 

Context (Fill) 

numbering 125 sherds (6% of the total assemblage). These are common in Civil war deposits but 
are known from the mid 15th century in other regions. They parallel a ceramic tradition known as 
‘Cistercian ware’ and continue into the late 17th century but usually taking the form of decorated 
Yellow Slipwares. The presence of these early types is a useful starting point in relating the 
stratigraphic sequence at Chapel Wharf to historically attested events. 
 
M
 
O
seemingly undisturbed and uncontaminated deposits. Context (112/115) represented an interface 
between the bottom of the (early-post-medieval) ploughsoil layer and the potentially Medieval 
deposits below. Two fragments of pottery dating to the 13th to 15th century were recovered from 
this layer (SF32 and 33), the former exhibits fabric recognisable as part of the widespread 
tradition of coarse Gritty wares, with external sooting on its surface. The latter sherd is a heavy 
fragment from a later 14th or 15th century glazed jug with applied thumb-impressed decoration. 
These two body sherds are, like the rest of the medieval ceramic assemblage, abraded and are 
body-sherds from larger vessels. Context (247) produced a single sherd of 13th to 14th century 
glazed pottery from a jug. A protruding portion of the vessel implies the presence of a handle. 
 

Context [cut] 
Medieval Pottery 

count (n)
Weight Average 

per Sherd (g)
(024)  N/A 1 36

(183)  N/A 2 10.2

(223) [245] 2 10.5

(224)  N/A 1 9

(225) [245] 2 37.5

(247)  N/A 1 17

(112/155) layer 2 26

(281/295) layer 2 6

(285/294) layer 1 14

  Total 17 18.46 g
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Table 1.5: Conte ducing Medieval Pottery and Aver  sherd weight. 

From the resul  productive in 

ange and Variety of Material  

he fabric was examined by eye and sorted into ware groups on the basis of colour, hardness, 

he range of wares represented on site fits into the pattern established elsewhere in the region 

owever, the bulk of the medieval pottery was recovered from archaeological deposits which 

he sheer range, variety and nature of the medieval and early post-medieval fragments from the 

he medieval pottery assemblage suggests a wider date range than at other documented sites, 

s well as a relatively substantial amount of medieval fragments, a sizeable group of pottery 

xts Pro age
 

ts of Table 1.5 it is clear that the f  the mostills of feature [245] were
terms of Medieval pottery. However, these fragments were also associated with later type of 
pottery, but the feature itself represents a relatively well-stratified group of material ranging from 
the medieval, early-post-medieval and post-medieval period with datable ceramic evidence in a 
sequence of overlying fills/deposits. Only layer (112/115) produced exclusively medieval pottery 
and even these two isolated fragments spanned a period of potentially two hundred years. 
 
R
 
T
feel, fracture, inclusions and decoration (manufacturing technique). 
 
T
such as at Ordsall Hall, Salford (Higham 1980; Garratt 2007a: 2007b) and White Carr Lane, 
Hale (Speakman 2003) and adds detail to our understanding of ceramic supply in the North-West 
during the medieval period. 
 
H
contained later early post-medieval and post-medieval ceramic evidence. Although the 
assemblage does contain several unusually heavy and large diagnostic sherds, most of the 
fragments are relatively abraded and show signs of post-depositional stress and abrasion which 
could suggest they have been disturbed through ploughing or generally re-deposited. However, 
the preliminary assessment has identified the potential for several cross-context joins which 
would be synonymous with contemporaneous dumping of material used on or nearby the site. 
Certainly the material for the negative feature [245] would provide a relatively sealed context for 
this material. 
 
T
Chapel Wharf assemblage taken together represent an unusually high frequency of early material 
attested at a relatively small study area suggesting that the survival of medieval, later 15th 
century material and archaeological deposits in this area is surprisingly high. 
 
T
with several sherds suggesting a late 12th and early 13th century date. Equivalent material has 
been recovered from well-stratified deposits in Wigan (OAN 2006) and the Greengate area of 
Salford (UMAU 2005: OAN 2007). Elsewhere in Salford, a large corpus of late medieval and 
early post-medieval pottery has been recovered from excavations at Ordsall Hall which has yet to 
be published but recent work (UMAU 2006 & 2007) has produced small fragmentary 
assemblages of comparable material, indicating the potential for the early presence of medieval 
pottery from the late 12th century in central Manchester and Salford (Garratt  2005a 2005b: 2006: 
2007a & 2007b). 
 
A
dating to the early 15th and 16th century was recovered, mostly from the lower fills of feature 
[282], detailed in Table 1.6. This type of pottery is known as  ‘Transitional’, for the purpose of 
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convenience as it appears to bridge a chronological gap between the ceramic repertoires of the 
late medieval period and the post-medieval ceramic traditions of Cistercian-type wares and 
subsequent Dark-glazed earthenware pottery which continues into the late 19th century. 
 
Transitional pottery can be seen as a fore-runner of the Dark-glazed ware tradition but is 

Context (fill) 

distinguished from medieval fabrics by its very hard, often reduced grey semi-vitrified 
appearance. Kiln technology underwent radical changes during this period and the most 
noticeable difference is in the colour change evident in the fabrics. In the late medieval period 
oxidised sandy or gritty textured fabrics dominate early ceramic groups from the Greater 
Manchester region. The appearance of purple-grey rough textured heavy vessels from the 15th 
century marks a shift away from the medieval ceramic repertoire and an emphasis on largely 
undecorated and unglazed durable ceramics used for a variety of purposes. 
 

Transitional Pottery
Context [cut] Count (n)

Weight Average 
per Sherd (g) 

(025)  N/A 1 50 

(183)  N/A 1 13 

(295) [282] 2 23.5 

(024/295) [282] 3 26.67 

(281/295) Layer 1 168 

(283/293) 
 
[282] 3 22.6 

(285/293) 
 
layer 9 18.7 

  Total 20 46.06 g 
Table 1.6: Con roducing Early Post-Medieval Pottery an erage sher

 
everal of the pieces recovered from deposit (285/293) at Chapel Wharf (group SF164) share 

he assemblage of Transitional pottery recovered from Chapel Wharf exhibits a range of fabrics, 

Denton and Dukinfield (Nevell and Walker 2002). 

texts P d Av d weight 

S
striking similarities with fragments recovered from the Castle Yard area of Stockport (UMAU 
2004) and have been dated to the late medieval period, although current research would place 
these at the very end of the period. Many of the fabrics also share a resemblance with pieces 
recovered from excavations at Moston Hall, north Manchester (UMAU 2007 forthcoming) and 
the tradition is clearly more widespread, as these products mimic and parallel a similar tradition 
to the south-west known as ‘Midlands Purple’. 
 
T
glazes and forms which span a broad period from the late 14th century through to the late 16th 
century. Many of these types are difficult to date with any degree of accuracy in the absence of a 
regional ceramic type sequence and well-stratified archaeological deposits. Consequently, the 
ample group from Chapel Wharf could form the basis of a compendium of fabric types for this 
group of early post-medieval ceramics, especially when viewed against assemblages from 
historically attested moated hall sites such as Ordsall (Garratt 2007a), Moston (Garratt 2006a) 
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Condition 
 
The bulk of the medieval assemblage comprises vessel body sherds, although a variety of 

iagnostic rims, bases and decorated segments were also retrieved. Although several of the 

ered from context (281/295) and is very well fired to the point 
f vitrification. The sherd is from the shoulder of a small fine vessel and could be a fragment of 

d, orange fragment from an 
verturned rim. The piece is unusual in that it is very highly abraded, possible because of the soft 

e been 
cally produced from kilns operating within a 10-15 mile radius of the site, further analysis of 

 pottery is predominantly datable to the late 12th to 14th centuries and includes a 
umber of different fabric types, ranging from locally produced Gritty wares, Partially-Reduced 

d
fragments are decorated (SF33 & 66), the assemblage appears to be dominated by utilitarian 
functional vessels in relatively hard yet oxidised fabrics.  A few of the fragments are 
significantly different in appearance and warrant further mention here. SF 100 from deposit 
(225) in [245] is a soft highly oxidised footed-base from a glazed vessel, having an internal 
olive-green glaze. The fabric appears out of place amongst the rest of the assemblage and could 
represent an imported fineware, possibly of the sandy-bodied tradition from Cheshire or 
Yorkshire (Cumberpatch 1997a).  
 
Another possible import was recov
o
Saintonage ware, a type of jug from France, imported into Britain during the late 13th century 
(Laing 2003, 18). Chester, by the late 13th and 14th century is known to have been a major 
importer of Saintonage pottery (Hurst 1977, 123) and its presence is attested in deposits from the 
Welsh Anglo-Norman Castles, circa 1280 – 1310 (Davey 1977, 6).  
 
Fragment SF165 from context (285/294) is another highly oxidise
o
nature of the fabric, also it is very light in weight and does not appear to have the same matrix of 
quartzitic inclusions typical of medieval fabrics from this region. The underside is also heavily 
reduced, suggesting either sooting or heat scorching under the rim or an reduced inner core, this 
fabric is more reminiscent of softer Romano-British oxidised coarsewares, such as Cheshire 
Plains wares (Jones 1972: Garratt 2006b). It is possible that this fragment represents some 
residual ceramic activity associated with the nearby fort and vicus in the Castlefield area. 
 
Although many of the vessels represented in the Chapel Wharf assemblage will hav
lo
the fabric, glaze and form of the small yet distinctive collection of possible imports in the 
assemblage would greatly expand our knowledge of the early trade in ceramics during the 
medieval period into urban centres such as Manchester and Salford and would also establish a 
correlation between sites of differing statuses set against a historical narrative.  
 
Provenance 
 
The medieval
n
Grey wares, to imports from outside the region such as the Sandy-Bodied wares and possibly 
continental imports from France or Germany. The Gritty wares are part of a widespread tradition 
which was dominant throughout the North of England during the 12th and early 13th centuries 
(McCarthy and Brooks 1988, 142). General evidence in assemblages from well-stratified 
sequences further to the west of the region (OAN 2006) suggests that these were replaced by the 
Partially-Reduced Grey wares during the later 13th and 14th centuries. Only three pieces of the 
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medieval assemblage fit this latter category; SF1 from deposit (024), and SF32 & 33 from 
deposit (112/115). The latter context is the only pristine medieval context identified during the 
excavations and therefore these sherds could represent the earliest stratified sequence on site. 
Earlier material does exist within the assemblage but this has been found as residual material 
amongst later ceramic sequences. 
 
Comparative material  
 
The Reduced Grey ware tradition, a sub-category of a more widespread ceramic phenomenon 

nown as the ‘Reduced Greenware’ tradition of the 15th and 16th centuries, which dominates 

nd (Jones 1985) and at Hallgate (GMAU 1991) have 
ocumented the presence of gritty wares and it is possible that the pottery supply for the Salford 

he material remains local in appearance with more similarities with Lancashire fabric 
aditions rather than those of Cheshire, perhaps asserting a boundary line along the length of the 

y of medieval pottery assemblages from well-stratified sequences in the North-west 
as been emphasised in current research (McCarthy and Brooks 1992), in regional research 

k
ceramic assemblages across northern England and Lancashire is not overly-represented in the 
Chapel Wharf group. It has been noted elsewhere that late medieval pottery from the Salford and 
Manchester area is discreetly yet noticeably different to contemporary traditions in south-west 
Lancashire and Merseyside (Speakman 2003c). There is a higher incidence of quartz in the 
fabrics in the east of the region, possibly as a naturally occurring phenomenon in the boulder 
clays of the region, rather than as an additional tempering agent. This would account for the 
absence of gritty Partially-Reduced Grey wares in assemblages nearer to Wigan (OAN 2006), 
were the absence of these later wares suggests that the pottery market in Wigan did not subscribe 
to the Reduced Grey ware tradition.  
 
However, excavations on the Wie
d
and Manchester markets was a melting pot for several regional traditions.  Assemblages from the 
Greengate and Ordsall Hall areas of Salford do represent vessels of the Gritty ware tradition, 
although this is more usually in oxidised fabrics. However, the assemblages also contain 
evidence for imported wares from outside the region, such as sandy-bodied wares from west 
Yorkshire, white-bodied wares possibly from Cheshire and foreign products from continental 
markets.  
 
Much of t
tr
Mersey River Basin, with more unusual products making their way infrequently across the 
Pennines, north and south of the border. 
 
Potential 
 
The paucit
h
frameworks (Brennand 2007) and by national research documents (Mellor 1994). Several large 
excavations have recently recovered sizeable groups of medieval pottery in the Greengate area of 
Salford (UMAU 2005: OAN 2006), however evidence from deposits associated with dated 
buildings and events remains scarce. Assemblages such as those from medieval moated hall sites 
at Ordsall, Salford (UMAU 2006: 2007), Denton and Dukinfield (Nevell & Walker 2002) would 
shed more light on the range of early post-medieval and medieval types of fabrics, glazes and 
forms available in the immediate locality. Excavations in the medieval centre of Manchester at 
Hanging Bridge and Hanging Ditch (UMAU 1999) also produced medieval ceramic 
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assemblages, recovered from less than 1 mile away from the Chapel Wharf site. These unique 
survivals of unpublished archive material could form the basis of a ceramic type sequence for the 
Greater Manchester area, leading research away from its previous focus on with Castle and 
Abbey sites (Davey 1977, 7) in favour of the ceramic repertoires used by medieval communities 
in the burgeoning urban centres of the 12th and 13th century North-west.  
 
The ceramic evidence at Chapel Wharf is representative of the everyda

th th
y pottery vessels in use 

uring the late 12  to 15  century, with archaeological deposits associated with the domestic 

 

 
gments of post-medieval pottery weighting 48.93 kg were recovered during the 

valuation and excavation phases of archaeological works at Chapel Wharf.  The quantities 

Context (fill) [cut] Date Date (n) ENV (g) SF No. 

d
properties within the town boundary, reflected in the utilitarian nature of the fragments but with 
tantalising evidence for more decorative glazed and embellished products too. 
 
Post-Medieval Pottery 

Quantification 

In total 1869 fra
e
produced from each context are detailed in Table 1.7 below. The unstratified material was not 
included in the assessment as the bulk of the material was recovered from stratified contexts. 
 

Context Earliest Latest Sherds Weight 

(024) n/a 16th 18th 3 3 19 SF 2 -3 

16th 18th 24 14 (0 ) 24/028 [282] 1606 SF 4 - 8 

(024/295) [282] e16th 18th 
S

133 110 4798 
F 9-15 and 

17-20 

(025) n/a 16th 18th 13 8 737 SF 22 - 25 

(044) n/a 18th 19th 1 1 1 SF 26 

(086) 18th L18th 2 2 91 SF 27 [087] 

(093) under (194/1 ) 96 18th 19th 3 2 57 SF 28 - 29 

(112) 
ploughsoil Tr. G/K L17th L19th 79 51 

SF 34-35 a  
4378 

nd
37-44 

(116) [117] 18th 19th 10 6 938 SF 45 - 47 

(296) n/a 17th 18th 2 2 206 SF 48 - 49 

(143) n/a L17th L18th 5 5 56 SF 50 -52 

(183) n/a L16th 19th 
S  

146 92 2725 
F 53-61 and

66-67 
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(195) n/a 17th 18th 2 2 22 SF 68 - 69 

(198) [282] e17th 18th 18 7 514 SF 70 - 73 
(223) 

nightsoil [245] e17th 18th 168 78 5458 SF 74 - 84  

(224) n/a  L16th 19th 146 96 3937 SF 87 - 97 

(225) [245] 17th 19th 88 96 2095 SF 101 - 108 

(251) [217] 17th 19th 15 15 1314 SF 109 - 114 

(281) n/a  L16th L17th 14 13 435 SF 116 

17th L18th 17 14 654 (281/2 ) 83 [282] SF 117 - 122 

(283) n/a 17th 18th 14 12 397 SF 123 - 128  

(283/293) [282] 16th 18th 14 12 558 SF 128 - 132 

(283/295) [282] e17th 18th 4 3 49 SF 133 - 134 

(284) n/a 17th 18th 49 32 1714 SF 135 -141 

L16th 18th 37 28 1887 (284) [282] SF 142 - 146 

(285/293) Layer L16th 19th 336 273 5182 SF 154 - 163 

(285/294) Layer e17th 19th 290 238 2577 SF 170 - 184 

(281/295) Layer 17th 19th 120 87 3583 SF 186 - 194 

(295) [282] L16th 19th 111 77 2623 SF 197 - 205 

(291) Layer 18th e19th 2 2 100 SF 207 - 208 

(292) Layer e18th 19th 3 3 217 
SF 209 and 
213 - 214 

       Total 1869 1384 48.93 kg   
Table 1.7: Post-medieval Pottery by Context. 

 
The m rity of potte  from ategory trieved  co  d e 16th to early 
19th centuries (739 fragmen ntities dating to the 17th to 

th th th

ajo ry  this c  was re  from ntexts ating to th
ts, or 40% of the total), with smaller qua

19  centuries (592 fragments, or 32% of the total) and 17  to 18  centuries (279 fragments or 
15% of the total), see Graph 1.8 for relative proportions. Several deposits contained residual 
ceramic material from earlier phases (contexts (024), (024/295) in [282], (025), (183), (223) 
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nightsoil, (224), (225) in [245], layer (285/293), layer (285/294), layer (281/295) and (295) in 
[282]), suggesting some disturbance has occurred through contemporary ploughing but the 
underlying deposits beneath the later 19th century workers housing have not been dramatically 
altered since when they were originally laid down. 
 

Relative Quantities of Sherds Produced 
categorised by Period Group
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Graph 1.8: Relative quantities of pottery produced, sub-categorised by period group. 

 
Clearly co
with over 700 fragments retrieved from large spreads or layers of soil across site. In these cases, 

elatively small, comprising just 1.1 % of the 
ost-medieval assemblage. This is unusual given the increased activity in terms of domestic 

t from Graph 1.9 below, the layer deposits are yielding the largest quantities of pottery 
om the post-medieval period. This is indicative of contemporary ploughing, re-landscaping and 

produced tightly dated groups, suggesting these deposits were undisturbed by 
ter occupation and structural activity. Contexts (296), (143), (195), interface (281/283) in 

ntexts with the broadest date range (16th to 19th century), produced the most pottery, 

the potential for later intrusion increases and these deposits are less useful in establishing the 
stratigraphic sequence based on ceramic evidence.  
 
Interestingly, the later 18th to 19th century group is r
p
workers housing on the site during the 19th century and in most urban excavations the pottery 
from this period out-weighs that from earlier phases. At Chapel Wharf a unique situation has 
occurred which has preserved a large quantity of post-medieval material in relatively undisturbed 
contexts. 
 
As eviden
fr
deposition of nightsoils in the area. However, the sheer volume of material is also indicative of 
domestic residences nearby and the condition of the pottery; large fragmentary pieces with many 
joining sherds, would be synonymous with post-medieval occupation deposits and clearance of 
domestic waste. 
 
Several contexts 
la
[282], (283) and (284), all produced groups of pottery which were either contemporary types or 
overlap in use in the region.  This type of sequential stratification is indicative of the backfilling 
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of features, such as boundary ditches, over several decades and suggests the deposits in cut 
feature [282] were relatively undisturbed by later activity. 
 
Many of the post-medieval groups contained evidence of 16th century ceramics. These were 
largely in the form of dark-glazed earthenwares which exhibit an undeniable continuity with the 
earlier Transitional North-west Purple wares also found at Chapel Wharf. The dates for these 
products are based on form, glaze and fabric as no regional published sequence exists for 
comparison. 
 

Relative Quntantities of Post-medieval Pottery 
From Individual Contexts

0
50

100
150
200
250
300
350
400

24 25 93 29
6

19
5

22
4

28
1

28
3/2

93 28
4

28
1/2

95 29
2

Context (fill/LAyer)

Sh
er

d 
Co

un
t (

n)

Context (fill)

 
Graph 1.9: Relative Quantities of Post-medieval Pottery by Context. 

 
ondition 

he fragments were generally in good condition, with many large fragments, high proportions of 

ange of material 

he majority of the assemblage comprised dark-glazed coarsewares, represented by large 

s a result, the coarseware vessels represent the everyday, functional and utilitarian pottery in 

C
 
T
rims and bases, and many joining sherds. Several cross-context joins have been noted (see 
Appendix 1), but further detailed examination would be necessary. 
 
R
 
T
fragments from a varied array of forms, mostly utilitarian everyday multi-functional vessels such 
as storage pots, pancheons and large open-mouthed vessels. Graph 2.0 details the relative 
frequencies of ware types in more detail. Clearly the largest ware group represented in the 
assemblage are the Dark-glazed wares, which can be sub-categorised further into coarse and fine 
varieties. This group makes up 48 of the total assemblage (31% and 17% respectively). 
 
A
use over the post-medieval period, such as the ‘trencher’ vessel (SF67) from context (183) which 
would have been used to roast meats. Very few show any sign of decoration and the execution of 
glazing and fabric is sometimes of a poor quality. However, a wide variety of forms are present 
in the assemblage and there is a high proportion of diagnostic rim sherds and many complete 
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profiles. These wares exemplify local products which would not have travelled more than 15 to 
20 miles from their source, especially in lieu of a transport infrastructure, such as the canal 
system.  
 
The typology for these vessels is uncertain as forms and glazing techniques altered little over 

he coarseware products do not reflect the changes in fashion and technological innovation 

he Chapel Wharf assemblage has a surprising number of near complete multi-handled drinking 

ragmentary evidence of more unusual forms such as candlesticks and corrugated cups and 

his large group of related ware types would provide an excellent basis for a compendium of 

he seventeenth-eighteenth century finewares included; Yellow wares (125 fragments, 7% of the 

he late eighteenth and nineteenth century finewares included relatively small quantities of 

fragment).   

along period of time. Local post-medieval coarsewares in the north-west are little studied, but on 
the basis of the fragmentary evidence from the Chapel Wharf assemblage, it is possible that some 
of these vessels date as early as the 16th century. 
 
T
evinced in the development of contemporary finewares. The dark-glazed finewares do however 
reflect contemporary obsessions with metal vessels, and chart the emergence of the early post-
medieval emphasis on individual dining and tastes for new kinds of beverage such as drinking 
chocolate, coffee and tea.  
 
T
cups dating to the mid 17th and early 18th centuries, such as SF66 in deposit (183), and SF205 in 
context (295) in [282]. The assemblage is highly fragmentary but many adjoining sherds are 
present and therefore could be reconstructed.  
 
F
mugs, D-scroll handles, lids and possibly chamber pots (jordans) are also present in the Chapel 
Wharf dark-glazed fineware group. 
 
T
fabrics, forms and glazes during this early period, which continues through into the early modern 
period of the late 19th century, thereby providing a ceramic group with a long and widespread 
tradition in the north of England by which to compare similar material excavated from 
contemporary deposits on other sites outside the study area. 
 
T
total) which can be as early as the Civil War period; trailed and combed Slipwares including 
slipped Yellow wares (83 fragments, 4%), dark-glazed finewares including highly decorated 
bowls (SF79) and floral cups (SF91) (36 fragments, 2%) and Staffordshire type wares (94 
fragments, 5%) dating to the late 17th and 18th centuries; Self-coloured wares from the Rainford 
potteries of west Lancashire, produced during the late 17th and 18th century (86 fragments, 5%); 
Mottledware (220 fragments, 12%) and Iron-stained wares (9 fragments, 1%); early 18th century 
Red Slip-coated fineware (93 fragments, 5%); and hand-painted late 17th century Tin-glazed 
wares (41 sherds, 2%).  
 
T
Creamware (18 fragments, 1%) and Pearlware (8 fragments, 1%) including Shell-edged 
Pearlwares. More utilitarian fabrics of the same period included Brown Stonewares (19 
fragments, 1%) some with Notts-Derby type decoration, White Salt-glazed Stonewares (47 
fragments, 2 %), unglazed earthenwares (28 sherds, 1%), and sanitary stoneware from drains (1 
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White earthenwares, both decorated and undecorated, hand-painted fine Bone China (6 sherds) 
nd Porcelains were 19th century in date. Both lithographic and Transfer-decorated motifs were 

l of the type of Victorian household repertoire with a mixture of 

 
Grap  of the 

Potentia

a
evident on white earthenwares, including the ubiquitous ‘Willow Pattern’ on a platter (SF210), 
and Chinese marine designs. 
  
The later ceramics are typica
utilitarian everyday vessels and fine tablewares. These products can be sourced to specific 
producers and a more accurate date can be ascribed to many of the types of ware. 
 

Relative Quantities of Ceramic Ware Type as % of Total 
Assemblage
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h 2.0 Pie-Charts showing Relative Quantities of Pottery categorised by Ware Type,  given as a %
total ceramic assemblage. 
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There is considerable potential to produce typologies and examine the differences in local 
oarseware fabrics, forms and glazing technology from the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries. 

nd pattern books could be consulted 
 identify transfer-printed motifs and manufacturer’s stamps. These products are known to have 

f archaeological works has 
een combined, this has provided a sufficiently large sample group for these methodologies to be 

g of 
atures and archaeological deposits on site, and should help to refine the phasing. In addition, 

.3     Clay Tobacco Pipe (Lee Gregory) 

 fragments under review were recovered by the University of Manchester 
 Unit during excavations at Chapel Wharf (site code: CW07) during April 2007. 

ragments from Chapel Wharf were individually examined and details of each 
agment logged in an Excel spreadsheet. The layout of the spreadsheet is based on the draft pipe 

c
This would involve identifying cross-context joins -fragments of the same vessel occurring in 
multiple deposits-, identifying and establishing the number of individual fabrics for each ware, 
looking at the range of forms, glazing technique and surface treatments for each category. 
Further work is required in order to refitting fragments to reconstruct the numerous partial and 
complete vessel profiles, using the fineware groups within the deposits to date the associated 
coarsewares. There is also potential to further examine the fineware groups, as these vessels 
change frequently and continuously according to contemporary technologies, modes of 
production and fashions for other types of material culture. 
 
For the later ceramics of the 19th century, trade directories a
to
travelled widely and could reveal socio-economic patterns between Salford and other regions. 
Historical documents regarding the type of dwellings and vernacular buildings around the study 
area would also shed light on the nature of the deposition on the site.  
 
Because the assemblage from the evaluation and excavation phases o
b
implemented. Similarities with products excavated from known production sites and 
comparisons with published groups would also help provenance the post-medieval material. 
 
The identification of the post-medieval ceramics will more accurately contribute to the datin
fe
there is also potential to examine the types of land-use, spatial changes and archaeology of 
architecture through the deposition of specific types of ceramic artefact in certain places on site. 
This could identify different areas of activity and partitioning of the area, such as the possible 
boundary ditch and any structured deposition within the fills of this feature. 
 
 
5
 
Introduction  

The Clay Pipe
Archaeological
 

ethodology  M
 
The clay pipe f
fr
recording system developed by the University of Liverpool (Higgins & Davey 1994). Copies of 
the spreadsheet and the draft recording system have been deposited in digital form as part of the 
site archive. 
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The bowl forms and other diagnostic pieces, such as stamp marks have been dated according to 

ach fragment was analyzed for signs of decoration and post-depositional wear. In addition, both 

he observations of this analysis were cross-referenced with a number of other examples of clay 

uantification 

he Chapel Wharf excavations yielded a total of 988 clay pipe fragments of which 825 related to 

local styles of mark and decoration. It has been possible to place the later bowls and stamped 
stems to within a twenty to thirty year date range. 
 
E
an earliest and latest relative date was assigned for each individual context in which the 
fragments were found. In dating the pipes, both the bore-hole and where possible the barrel 
diameter were measured in millimeters using calipers (stem-bores have been measured to the 
nearest 64th of an inch using a ruler). These figures were correlated against Ayto’s (1979) 
typology. All the data was assessed with reference to the guidelines established in Management 
of Archaeological Projects, (English Heritage 1991). 
 
T
pipe assemblages from Greater Manchester in order to place the Chapel Wharf material within a 
wider regional context.  
 
Q
 
T
stems and 163 related to individual bowls (containing 55 complete pipe bowls). Table 2.1 
catalogues the clay pipe evidence in more detail.  
 

 
[Cut] / (Fill) Bowl Stem Date Range Stamp Mark Decoration Comments 

(295) 0 5 Late 17th-Late 
19th 

No No One stem dating from the Late 
17th century, residual (2,8mm 
bore), remaining four of 19th 
Century date. Discolouration 
apparent on the longest 
(61mm) stem 

(251) from (271) 0 2 19th Century No No s 

f 

Smaller fragment which i
champhered   towards 
mouthpiece, has evidence o
discolouration as does the 
larger piece.  

(293) 20 135 Late 18th - Early No Yes (Two 
of 19th Stems) 

Large assemblage of pipe 
stems (135). 17 fragments 
bowl, with 3 complete. Two 
pipe stems display decoration 
at the neck (Large saw-tooth 
milling, with small saw-tooth 
milling also evident).  

(225) in [245] 15 21 Late 18th_ Mid No No  
19th 

Assemblage comprises of 15
bowl and 21 Stems the 
longest of which is 4.96mm. 
One Stem and Bowl are pink 
in colour, possibly from the 
same pipe.   

(295) / (281) 3 9 Mid 17th century Yes Yes (Two bowls) e Mid 17th Century assemblag
consisting of 3 pipe bowls and 
9 stems. One of the bowls is 
stamped with the initials IB on 
the spur. Two bowls have 
milling around their necks.  
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(295) / (281) 
Interface 

1 2 Mid 17th century No Milling on one 
bowl 

Assemblage consist of one 
bowl (complete with spur, 
milling at neck and partial 
stem). This bowl has orange 
discolouration. The two pipe 
stems also date from the 17th 
century.  

(295) in [282] 2 8 Mid 17th century Yes (HL) Yes (bowl) Assemblage consists of two 
bowls of Mid 17th Century 
Date and 8 pipe Stems. One 
bowl has the makers mark HL 
on the base of the spur. Both 
bowls have milling decoration 
around the neck. All stems 
date from 17th century.  

(143) 3 7 Early 18th-Late 
18th 

Yes. (O’Brien, Mayo, 
Dublin) 

Yes Three complete bowls the 
earliest of which dates from 
the early 18th century. The 
largest bowl dates from at 
least 1850 and is Irish in 
origin. This bowl is stamped 
with (Obrien, Mayo, Dublin). 
The Third bowl shows 
evidence of burning at the top. 
All the pipe Stems are of the 
same date, and all appear to 
be from differing pipes.  

(290) in [289] 2  Possibly Early 
18th Century 

No No Two fragments from two 
different bowls. One displays 
evidence of spur, remaining 
profile indicates that it may 
possibly be of early 18th 
century date.  

(224) 9 76 Early 18th-
Mid18th 

No No Large assemblage comprising 
of 9 bowls and 76 pipe stems. 
No decoration noted on any of 
the items, however many 
display evidence of post 
depositional discolouration.  

(024) / (295) in 
[282] 

2 9 Late 17th century No Yes (milling) Assemblage consists of two 
bowls, of late 17th century 
date both with evidence of 
milling around the neck. The 
stems all relate to the same 
date. 

(285) / (294) 43 271 Late 17th-Late 
19th 

No 3 stems Very large assembly 
comprising of 43 bowls and 
271 stem fragments. Earliest 
bowl dates from the late 17th 
century, whilst that latest Stem 
dates from late 19th. Three 
Stems display decoration, two 
with symbols of heraldry, and 
one with ornate piece with a 
series of arches, indentations 
and is stamped with the name 
'Ralph.R.Lance'.  

(285) / (293) 23 84 Early 17th-Late 
19th 

No Milling on two 
bowls 

Assembly consist of 23 bowl 
fragments and 84 Stem 
fragments, dating from at least 
the early 17th century (very 
robust bowls), through to the 
late 19th century.  
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(223) in [245] 17 55 Early 18th-Mid 
18th  

No 1 Stem 17 bowls and 55 Stems made 
up this assortment, many of 
which displayed evidence of 
staining. One Stem was 
decorated with 'Saw-tooth' 
banding and incised dots. 
Possibly a name or numerals 
evident as well.  

(112) 1 19 Mid 18th-Late 
19th 

No No This plough soil assemblage 
from the initial evaluation 
trenches, comprised of 1 bowl 
and 19 Stems, largest of 
which was 136.9mm in length. 
One fragment displayed 
evidence of post-depositional 
concretions.  

(284) 3 4 Mid 17th century Yes, Spur of one 
bowl 

Milling on two 
bowls 

Mid 17th century assemblage 
comprising of Three bowls 
(one stamped at the Spur) and 
4 Stems.  

(283) / (293) in 
[282] 

1 2 Mid 17th century No Millling on bowl Small assemblage three 
pieces, one bowl and two 
Stems. One of the Stems 
displays staining.  

(283)  2 Mid 17th Century No No Two small fragments of 17th 
Century pipe Stems.  

(281) + (283)  2 Mid-17th / Early 
18th 

No No Two fragments of pipe Stem.  

(198) in [282] 1 2 Late 17th / Early 
18th 

No No Two fragments of pipe Stem 
and one fragment of bowl of 
unknown date.  

(196) / (194) 3 22 Late 18th / Late 
19th 

No No Assemblage comprises of one 
complete bowl (2 Fragments) 
and 22 Stems.  

(183) 6 35 Mid 17th-Mid19th No One Stem This assemblage comprised of 
35 Stems, the most interesting 
of which was of 19th century 
date with 'Barley Twist' 
decoration. Two bowls in the 
assemblage dated from the 
mid 17th century.  

(93)  1 Mid 18th  No No One small fragment of pipe 
Stem, severe discolouration, 
possibly subjected to intense 
heat.  

(086) in [87] 1 2 Mid 18th No No Two small fragments of 18th 
century pipe Stem (poorly 
fired). One small fragment of 
bowl, date not distinguishable.  

(044)  5 19th Century No Yes, one Stem 
Glazed 

Five fragments of pipe Stem, 
one of which has been glazed 
green.  

(195)  2 Early 18th  No No Two fragments of pipe stem 
(one with spur). Second 
fragment has been poorly 
fired.  

(025)  4 18th Century No No Four fragments of 18th 
Century pipe Stem 

(223) 2  Early 18th-Early 
19th 

No No Two bowls and Six Stems.  

(116)  1 Early 18th No No One small fragment of pipe 
Stem, lots of post depositional 
staining 

(116)  2 19th Century No No Two long 19th century pipe 
Stems  
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 5 36     Unstratified assemblages 
containing 36 Stems and 5 
bowl fragments.  

Total 163 825   16  

Table 2.1: Catalogue of Clay Tobacco Pipe Assemblage from Chapel Wharf 2007. 
 
Evaluation 
 
A total of 39 contexts produced fragments of clay tobacco pipe. The average number of clay pipe 
fragments recovered from each of the 39 contexts was 19.7, a figure which goes some way to 
illustrating the quantities in which this material was found. In addition to these figures a further 
41 fragments were also recovered from unstratified contexts.  
 
The results of the analysis show that the dates for these finds, (early 17th to late 19th century), 
indicate a prolonged period of use for clay pipes at this site. 
 
The majority of the complete bowl forms dated from the mid-to-late 18th century, although 
examples from the early 17th through to the 19th century are also represented.  
 

Relatvie Quantities of excavated Bowls and Stem 
Fragments

16%

84%

bowls 
Stems

 
Graph. 2.2: Relative Quantities of Pipe Bowls and Stem fragments. 

 
Decoration 
 
Only a small proportion of the assemblage displayed any evidence of decorative treatment (see 
Graph 2.3). From the total of 825 stem fragments, only four exhibited any decorative features. 
These stems exhibit a range of decorative motifs, including; heraldic emblems (285/294), a 
‘barley twist’ motif (183), and a green glazed stem (044). One unique stem fragment was 
embellished with an ornate pattern consisting of a series of arches and the name >Ralph. R. 
Lance< (284/294). Further research would be required in order to provenance this makers’ 
stamp. 
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The majority of undecorated stems were datable to the early 19th century. Along with the stamp 
mark detailed above, motifs proved to be largely anonymous, save for two other examples within 
the assemblage. These were datable to the mid-17th century and were stamped with the letters  
>IB< (295/281), and >HL< (295) in [282]. Examples of both stamps have been recovered from 
other sites across the region such as the excavations at Moston Hall (Higgins 2003a) and 
Gibfield Park in Wigan (Higgins 2003b), and have been sourced to production centers in 
Rainford in Merseyside. These finds also highlight the apparent widespread popularity of pipes 
from east Lancashire across the region.  
 

Relative Quantities of Decorated and Undecorated 
Clay Pipe Fragments

98%

2%

undecorated
decorated

 
Graph 2.3: Relative Quantities of Decorated and Undecorated Fragments from Chapel Wharf. 

 
Of the 163 bowls, decoration was found on only 15 items with the vast majority (14 fragments) 
exhibiting common forms of decoration such as incised ‘milling’ around the upper lip of the 
bowl, a technique which proved popular throughout the 17th century. One exception, a  bowl 
from deposit (143) was dated to the 19th century with decorative milling and the distinctive 
makers mark >O’Brien, Mayo & Dublin<, allowing us to almost certainly assume an Irish 
provenance for this bowl.   
 
Discussion 
 
Much has been written on the value of clay pipes as an effective dating method for deposits 
relating to post-medieval and later archaeological contexts (Oswald 1967, Ayto 1979, Davey 
1980). They are one of the most ubiquitous types of artifact found in urban archaeological 
contexts and given this frequency they help substantiate dating evidence provided by ceramic 
material. 
 
Specialists in this field regularly comment upon both the rapidly changing dimensions and 
aesthetic nuances that allow practitioners to attribute dates to contexts within relatively short 
time-frames. The Chapel Wharf assemblage is typical of this picture due to both the large 
quantities in which the fragments of clay pipes were found, and the variety of dates that have 
been attributed to these finds. 
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In placing the pipe stems in their historical contexts, the Chapel Wharf excavations revealed 
examples of clay pipe fragments from the early 17th century, through to the late 19th century, 
indicating that the site was continuously used over this period. Furthermore many of the contexts 
(295, 293, 225, 143, 224, 285/293, 223, 198, 196/194, 183, 223) yielded pipe fragments from a 
range of dates, indicative of a gradual deposition of material over several centuries, or 
disturbance from later ploughing and re-modeling activity. 
 
Conclusion  
 
The presence of these mixed assemblages could indicate a degree of residulaity paralleling the 
ceramic evidence. However, given the short date range for pipe forms this hypothesis is unlikely. 
A more plausible explanation for the presence of pipes with a wide date range in a single context 
is that these contexts had suffered from disturbance during the construction of the 18th century 
workers houses.   
 
In accounting for recovery of the extremely high number of clay pipes fragments from the site, it 
seems likely that there is a definite connection between this excessive figure and the presence of 
two public houses that framed the site, the Lord Nelson and the Moulders Arms. The Lord 
Nelson was initially a (Richardson 2003, 37) ‘Beerhouse’ which was open from at least 1799, 
with the earliest records for The Moulders Arms dating from 1830 (Richardson 2003, 9). The 
close proximity of these buildings suggests that artefactual material from these establishments 
was making its way into the deposits within the Chapel Wharf study area, either through 
contemporary midden activity and clearance of occupation material or through disturbance 
caused by successive land-use in the area. 
 
Potential and Recommendations 
 
The archaeological excavations at Chapel Wharf produced an extremely high frequency of clay 
pipe fragments. Although a great deal of work has been done compiling this report, it is 
imperative that further research is conducted in order to do the assemblage justice. The volume 
of material necessitated a preliminary assessment of the material which emphasized the need for 
further analysis of the clay pipes, based on form and decorative technique. 
 
Given that so few items from the assemblage proved useful in providing clues to their 
provenance, it’s recommended that further work be carried out in order to ascertain exactly 
where the majority of the pipes are being produced. As we have seen, it has so far only proved 
possible to state with any degree of certainty the origins of only three of the pipes, meaning that 
for the overwhelming majority of the assemblage the source of production is unknown. The 
stamp marks will prove inexorable in determining an accurate source of production for the 
assemblage and this may have implications for other types of material within the assemblage, 
particularly the ceramic repertoire. 
 
The combined results from the analysis of the pottery and clay pipe evidence recovered from the 
Chapel Wharf site would indicate a general shift in the direction of trade serving the medieval to 
post-medieval periods, with earlier emphasis on market centers to the east of the region, such as 
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Yorkshire and Cheshire, and later products, especially clay tobacco pipes, arriving from the west, 
such as Merseyside and east Lancashire.  
 
The clay pipe evidence would also be useful in establishing a chronological framework for the 
post-medieval coarseware pottery as the ceramic material has no regional type sequence by 
which typological sequences can be compared. The pipes provide a relatively closely datable 
artifact which could refine the phasing of the archaeological deposits on site. 
 
No illustrations or photographs of the assemblage were produced during this phase of 
assessment, so that future work should include plaster casts of the decoration and stamp marks 
and the creation of a digital archive for the diagnostic material in order to provide a permanent 
reference collection.  
 
5.4     Ceramic Building material (Ruth Garratt) 
 
Quantification 
 
The assemblage comprises 11 fragments of  stratified ceramic building material from 6 contexts, 
with a total weight of 1.5 kg. During initial post-excavation processing, non-specialist personnel 
selected several examples of complete handmade bricks, which have been stored or further 
analysis. 
 
The retained material was examined in October 2007. The examination comprised a rapid scan 
of the forms and main fabrics present in the entire assemblage. However, a more detailed 
examination of sub-sample of the full assemblage is recommended. 
 
Evaluation 
 
The fabrics examined included fragments of hand-made brick of a post-medieval date recovered 
from contexts: (024), (183), (223) in [245], layer (281/295), interface (285/293). All examples 
were heavily abraded and fragmentary in nature, therefore the original dimensions of the items 
could not be ascertained. A fragment of possible furnace or kiln brick was recovered from the 
layer below (116) in [117] but this appears to have not been in its original location and is 
therefore unstratified within that context.  
 
Dating 
 
The lack of published work on ceramic building materials beyond the dating through dimensions 
of full bricks means that the assemblage has a low potential for the dating of the deposits from 
the site. However, the presence of fragmentary brick in deposits which contain earlier material 
could be suggestive of contamination from later intrusion into these deposits. Therefore, the 
ceramic building material evidence could have implications for the accurate phasing of layers at 
Chapel Wharf. The complete bricks recovered from the structural remain of the workers’ housing 
and associated buildings has been used to accurately phase these in-situ remains. 
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A fabric series does not exist by which to compare the clay from which the ceramic building 
materials were made, but these products, like the pottery are in the main locally produced from 
local clays using local recourses.  
 
A preliminary search for records relating to brick kilns and field names in the area using the 
HBSMR database has located several operating kilns in the Salford area known to have been 
functioning in the late 18th and 19th centuries, (see Map 2.4). 
 

 
Map 2.4: Distribution Map of kiln sites (non-specific) in Greater Manchester  

(source: HBSMR 2007) 
 
Potential 
 
The moderate assemblage of ceramic building materials recovered from the excavation does not 
contain enough examples to be statistically viable. The usefulness of the fragmentary brick 
scraps recovered from the archaeological deposits lies only in their potential to illuminate any 
contamination and later intrusion into underlying deposits from the phases of activity associated 
with the 19th century workers housing. Moreover, it seems unlikely that any of the fragments 
would furnish close dating for any of the excavated deposits and that their deposition could 
probably be attributed to dumping episodes during the 18th and 19th centuries. It is unlikely that 
further detailed study of the ceramic building materials would add significantly to the 
interpretation of the site, although a note of their presence or absence within stratigraphic 
deposits should be made. 
 
5.5    Ferrous & non-Ferrous Metalwork 
 
Quantification 
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A small assemblage of 20 fragmentary pieces of ferrous and non-ferrous metalwork were 
recovered from 11 contexts on site. The assemblage largely derived from stratified contexts or 
layers associated with the 19th century workers housing. The assemblage was predominantly 
post-medieval in date and suffered a high level of corrosion. The group was dominated by 
unidentified objects, mostly iron, possibly nails or other structural fittings. A small sample of 
associated industrial residues was also recovered from the deposits on site and included tap-slag 
from glass production and iron waste. The sample size was not deemed to be significant enough 
to warrant chemical analysis. 
 
The remaining identifiable iron objects included a buckle (context (183)), and iron nails 
(281/295). A large piece of undiagnostic lead was recovered from context (291) and a round 
token-shaped piece of lead was recovered from (223) in [245]. This was highly oxidised and as a 
result, surface detail could not be distinguished. 
 
2.5.2 Evaluation 
 
The most significant metal find was produced by the nightsoil layer in Building 2 ditch fill (295) 
and looks very late, possibly post-medieval in date. The item appears to be iron with a lacquer or 
paint on the external surface. The item is undiagnostic and corroded on the internal surface but 
appears to be a fragment of drain pipe. The presence of this apparently late piece of metal in the 
ditch fill is surprising and is indicative of modern intrusion or contamination during sampling. 
 
Several copper alloy coins were retrieved during the excavations, however these were 
predominantly from unstratified contexts. They date to the 19th century but the denomination is 
difficult to ascertain due to surface corrosion with the exception of a Victorian Penny recovered 
from the demolition over-burden above (196/194). Other copper alloy objects include door and 
latch fixtures from the 19th century workers’ houses and a heavily corroded brass buckle. 
 
Potential 
 
The metal objects are not easy to date and few of the identifiable objects were earlier than the 
late 18th century. No further analysis is required on this small assemblage.  
 
5.6   Post-Medieval Glass 
 
Quantification 
 
In total 70 fragments of post-medieval glass were recovered during the excavations at Chapel 
Wharf. A total of 64 fragments (91%) were recovered from 14 stratified contexts. 
 
The majority were recovered from deposits dating to the late 18th and 19th centuries with a small 
but significant quantity recovered from deposits which had produced 16th and 17th century 
ceramics.  
 
Condition 
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Much of the assemblage is highly fragmentary, which is not surprising given the nature of the 
material and the level of truncation of the archaeological deposits across site. The assemblage 
includes small quantities of diagnostic fragments such as rims and bases with some potential for 
the identification of individual forms. 
 
Range of material 
 
The majority of the assemblage is dominated by various bottle forms. Both industrial ‘carbouy’ 
and carbonated water bottles are present in fragmentary pieces, with the visible patina of 
oxidised layers on several pieces. Many of these forms date to the late post-medieval period and 
are typically made from dark green glass. However the assemblage does contain some glass 
vessels which area made from a relatively clear glass, in a pale blue ‘aqua’ colour and are 
represented by more delicate thin-walled vessels such as small medicine and tincture bottles. 
These appear to be earlier in date and the bubbles in the fabric of the glass could indicate a date 
around the 18th century or earlier. Further analysis would be necessary to establish a more 
accurate date. 
 
The assemblage has only a small proportion of fragments from window glass, which usually 
dominates post-medieval assemblages. All of the window fragments are plain. 
 
Several fragments of blue glass were present in the assemblage and one fragment with a swirled 
alternating blue and white glass pattern from context (224) appears to be an unusual and possible 
early piece. Several fragments associated with this layer exhibit severe surface degradation but 
appear to be from a very fine, thin walled vessel. This context has also produced a singe sherd of 
medieval pottery; consequently the presence and date of these glass fragments would have 
implications for the security of this context. 
 
An piece of blue glass with an unusual shape from context (143) has a small protruding handle 
but appears to have been an applied pad of glass, possibly adhered to the body of a larger vessel. 
 
Potential  
 
There is potential for refitting some of the fragments in order to generate more complete profiles 
but further analysis should concentrate on establishing dates for the early fragments in the small 
assemblage. Analysis of the partial profiles with comparisons to dated examples would assist the 
spot-dating of contexts and would compliment the post-medieval pottery evidence. 
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6. Discussion 
 
 
6.1 Trench F 
 

The sandy clay layer (66) represents a late medieval plough soil resulting from 
agricultural activity being carried out beyond the main focus of settlement throughout the 
medieval period. This is seen across the site with the same soils in many of the trenches 
((24), (58), (149) and (247)). 
 
Circular structure (74) may represent a well or tank within an open yard to the rear of a 
series of properties fronting Chapel Street which first appear on the map of 1787-94 (Figs 
37 to 41). The yard remains open on the map of 1831, has an outbuilding constructed 
over it by 1849 and has been completely built over by 1888-9. Walls (68) and (69) appear 
to be part of the mid 19th century outbuilding. The later disturbance is likely to be 
associated with the rebuilding between 1849 and 1888. Levelling material (65), concrete 
surface (63), Bedding (64) and concrete beams (77), (78) and (80) all relate to the modern 
factory that occupied the site until its demolition in 2007. 

 
6.2 Trench G/K 
 

All the walling and features within the trench appear to be associated with the mid 19th 
century and later development of the area (Figs 38 to 40). None of the walls within the 
trench line up with structures visible on the mapping. A series of structures had been built 
over a previously open yard by 1831 and continued to be separate entities throughout the 
19th century until this area was covered, by 1888-9, by two large warehouses. The walling 
within the trench is likely to be associated with internal structures within these late 19th 
century warehouses. 

 
6.3 Trench H 
 

This trench contained no archaeologically significant remains. The area remained an open 
yard, named Withington’s Place, until it was built over by a modern factory at some time 
after 1963. This building occupied the site until its demolition in 2007. 

 
6.4 Trench I 
 

The sandy clay layer (58) represents a late medieval plough soil resulting from 
agricultural activity being carried out beyond the main focus of settlement throughout the 
medieval period. This is seen across the site with the same soils in many of the trenches 
((24), (66), (149) and (247)). 
 
Wall (50), brick surface (57) and stone edging (58) appear to all relate to a series of 
houses constructed between 1808 and 1824 (Figs 38 to 41) on the south-west side of 
Withington’s Place. Goad’s insurance plan of 1893 labels these as two storey houses, 
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which excavation shows were cellared. Wall (52) relates to the expansion of these houses 
between 1831 and 1849 and the reinforcing concrete addition (53) to this wall was 
probably added during a later rebuild. The houses were demolished between 1933 and 
1963 and were replaced by a modern factory which occupied the site until its demolition 
in 2007. 

 
6.5 Trench J 
 

The sandy clay layer (149) visible within linear cut [148] represents a late medieval 
plough soil resulting from agricultural activity being carried out beyond the main focus of 
settlement throughout the medieval period. This is seen across the site with the same soils 
in many of the trenches ((24), (58), (66) and (247)). This was overlain by a leveling layer 
(143) which was dumped across this area prior to the initial construction. 
 
The walling and floor surface relates to a series of houses surrounding Withington’s 
Place that were constructed between 1808 and 1824 (Figs 38 to 41) and were demolished 
between 1933 and 1963 and were replaced by a modern factory which occupied the site 
until its demolition in 2007. 

 
6.6 Trench K 
 
  This was joined with trench G and is described along with that trench in 6.2 above. 
 
6.7 Trench L 
 
 This trench contained no surviving remains of archaeological significance. 
 
6.8 Trench M 
 

The two stone capped drains in this trench were associated with a large rectangular 
building erected between 1808 and 1831 (Figs 38 to 41). This had been demolished by 
1849. 

 
6.9 Trench N 
 
 This trench contained no surviving remains of archaeological significance. 
 
6.10 Trench O 
 
 This trench contained no surviving remains of archaeological significance. 
 
6.11 Trench P 
 
 This trench contained no surviving remains of archaeological significance. 
 
6.12 Trench Q 
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The brick walling visible within trench Q was the remains a series of basemented three 
storey tenements built by 1787-94 (Figs 37 to 41). The end of the tenement block at 
which this trench was situated had been demolished between 1849 and 1888-9 and 
replaced with a veneer saw mill, leaving only the tenement cellars in situ. The saw mill 
was demolished between 1933 and 1963 and were replaced by a modern factory which 
occupied the site until its demolition in 2007. 

 
6.13 Trench R 
 

The series of walls, floor surfaces and ash pits within this trench represented the 
fragmentary remains of a block of basemented three storey tenements built by 1787-94 
(Figs 37 to 41). These are shown with gaps between some of the house which are 
gradually filled in by 1831. The block was either replaced or remodeled between 1893 
and 1905-6 and again between 1915 and 1933. They were demolished between 1933 and 
1963 and were replaced by a modern factory which occupied the site until its demolition 
in 2007. 

 
6.14 Trench S 
 

This trench was one of four which led to the open area excavation between Clowes street 
and Barlow’s Croft and as such are described in detail with the area excavation 
description in 6.19 below. 

 
6.15 Trench T 
 

This trench was one of four which led to the open area excavation between Clowes street 
and Barlow’s Croft and as such are described in detail with the area excavation 
description in 6.19 below. 

 
6.16 Trench U 
 

This trench was one of four which led to the open area excavation between Clowes street 
and Barlow’s Croft and as such are described in detail with the area excavation 
description in 6.19 below. 

 
6.17 Trench V 
 

This trench was one of four which led to the open area excavation between Clowes street 
and Barlow’s Croft and as such are described in detail with the area excavation 
description in 6.19 below. 

 
 
6.18 Trench W 
 

This trench contained no surviving remains of archaeological significance. 
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6.19 Open Area Excavation 
 
 The Plough Soil and Associated Features 
 

Overlying the natural clay across all uncellared areas of the excavation trench was a 
sandy clay layer (24)/(247) (Figs 29 & 42). This was interpreted as a late medieval 
plough soil resulting from agricultural activity being carried out beyond the main focus of 
settlement throughout the medieval period. This is seen across the site with the same soils 
in many of the trenches ((58), (66) and (149)). 
 
Cut into this layer was burgage ditch [245] (Figs 30 & 37 to 42). This followed the 
property boundary visible on all mapping up to 1933 and represents the original medieval 
burgage plot boundary. The burgages would have extended in narrow strips running 
south-east from the rear of properties fronting Chapel Street. The ditch was cut into the 
medieval plough soil layer (247) and may have been open for some time, most likely 
from the initial expansion of the early post-medieval settlement into this area before 
1650. As the primary fill contained 17th and 18th century pottery it is likely that the ditch 
was regularly cleaned out throughout the 16th century and possibly earlier, stone base 
(253) having been added to facilitate this. It seems that the cleaning ceased in the 17th or 
18th century and it was allowed to silt up after which it was deliberately backfilled with 
crushed sandstone, possibly due to a change in the property boundary in the late 18th or 
very early 19th century. 
 
Stone wall (254)/(255) had been cut into the medieval plough soil (24), with the later 
garden soils (183) building up around it, suggesting an early post-medieval date (Figs 30 
& 37 to 42). Although robbed out below wall (82) to the south-east it followed the 
property boundary associated with buildings known to have been present by 1650 and 
appears, from the 1650 map, to demarcate the very south-west edge of the mid 17th 
settlement. To the north-east of this wall were a series of burgage plots and to the south-
west the agricultural fields. It is likely that the wall was present as a marker from the 
original expansion of the early post-medieval settlement, suggesting a pre-17th century 
date, possibly 15th or 16th century. There was no evidence of an earlier burgage ditch 
below the wall suggesting that it was the original marker for the settlement boundary. Its 
north-east return would also have cut the burgage plot between the wall and burgage 
ditch [245] in half, suggesting some specific use of the plot. 
 
Ditch [282] was cut through plough soil layer (24) and can be attributed to roughly the 
same period as stone wall (254)/(255) (Figs 30 & 37 to 42). It was not overlain by garden 
soil (183), rather this layer seems to have built up around it whilst it was open suggesting 
that, along with wall (254) to which it was parallel, it split the burgage plot containing it 
into two distinct north-west and south-east halves. Although its north-east end had been 
removed by modern piling it must have terminated just before it reached burgage ditch 
[245] and did not cross into the next burgage plot. The ditch fills all contained 16th to 18th 
century pottery suggesting that it was kept clean throughout the pre-18th century period. It 
was then allowed to silt up with its primary fill before being deliberately filled in during 
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the 18th century prior to the land being leveled foe construction, in a similar pattern to 
that seen within burgage ditch [245]. The south-west extent of the ditch ran beneath the 
current line of Clowes Street and it is therefore unknown what it did at this point. 
 
The two postholes cut into plough soil (24) below building 3 were sealed by garden soil 
(183) and can therefore be attributed a date range from the late medieval period to the 
17th century (Figs 30 & 37 to 42). The function of these postholes is not known. 
 
The Early Post-Medieval Garden Soil 
 
The garden soil (183) visible across much of the excavation area formed above plough 
soil (24) prior to 1650 after the expansion of the original settlement across this previously 
agricultural area (Figs 31 & 37 to 42). This would have formed within burgage plots 
running south-east from Chapel Street which were used as kitchen gardens or for small 
cottage industries. The soil would have resulted from the dumping of nightsoil (human 
and animal waste) onto the plots in order to improve the soils and would have also 
included refuse, particularly broken pottery. The assemblage recovered from this soil 
dated mainly to the 16th to 18th centuries and contained a particularly large amount of 
material associated with beerhouses. It is known that the current Rovers Return public 
house, immediately adjacent to the excavation area, was originally called the Lord Nelson 
Inn and was granted a license as a public house in 1799. It is likely that it was a 
beerhouse prior to the granting of this license. Although the building is of an 18th century 
date the map of 1650 shows a building here at that date and it is equally likely that this 
building was also used as a beerhouse during the 17th century and possibly earlier. It is 
from this building that the larger part of the pottery assemblage from garden soil (183) 
and the infilling of ditch [282] is likely to have originated. A second public house, the 
Moulders Arms, is known to have been located immediately to the south-east of the 
excavation area but as this did not gain its license until 1830 and no building is shown in 
its place prior to 1787-94 it is not likely to have contributed to the pottery assemblage. 
The garden soil sealed plough soil layer (24) and survived in the uncellared areas as it 
was itself sealed below leveling material prior to the late 18th century construction of 
workers house, workshops and small factories. 
 
The 18th Century Worker’s Housing 
 
The two 18th century workers houses, buildings 1 and 2, had been erected by 1787-94 and 
continue through on the mapping until their demolition between 1915 and 1933 (Figs 32 
to 34 & 37 to 41). Goads insurance plan of 1893 describes them as two storey dwellings. 
Both of these buildings retained their original floor plan upon excavation, being roughly 
5m by 5m square single room structures known as back-to-back houses. The line of 
Clowes Street had moved slightly after the demolition of the housing block between 1933 
and 1963 and those back-to-backs originally fronting Clowes Street now lie beneath that 
road. The houses excavated are the rear houses which lay behind those fronting the road 
and were accessed by an alleyway. These two houses are visible on the mapping of 1787-
94 and the alleyway to their rear appears on the 1831 map. Both remain on the mapping 
through to 1915 and disappear by 1933. Both houses would have shared a chimney in the 
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south corner of building 1 and the west cornet of building 2. It is likely that the same 
chimney was also shared the two houses fronting Clowes Street. Within building 1 the 
chimney went out of use and had a series of small brick structures built over it and along 
the interior south-eastern side of the house, possibly for ash pits, small storage spaces or 
for some domestic activity such as cooking. These structures also became redundant at 
some point during the late 18th or early 19th century and a passageway was constructed 
along the interior south-east side of the building. This linked into the alleyway to the rear 
of buildings 1 and 2 and must have been a very important addition as it necessitated 
cutting off a 1m wide section along the side of what was already a very small dwelling. 
Goad’s insurance plan of 1893 indicates a water pipe in the alley to the rear of the houses, 
between buildings 2 and 3, and it may be that the passage allowed access to this. It does 
not appear on the mapping and was probably covered with upper floor of the house above 
it. It can be assumed that the passage continued past the house to the south-west fronting 
Clowes Street, linking the alleyway to the road. Access into building 1 appears to have 
been through a small doorway with a the stone base of a door jamb on the north-western 
side of the house in a small return of the alleyway beside it. This would give the house 
access into the alley and therefore also to the water pipe, suggesting that the passageway 
linking Clowes Street to the alley was for the benefit of those houses at the front rather 
than for the rear back-to-backs. 
 
The ground floor of building 2 was partitioned off into three small rooms. The 
construction of the interior partition walls was very rough and used a wide variety of 
materials suggesting that the people living in the houses were remodeling the interiors to 
their own needs as and when they could. The largest contained the corner fireplace and 
was likely to have been the main living room. This had a brick floor with a later raised 
brick drain crossing it and emptying into the alleyway to the rear of the property. The 
smaller room to the south-east contained a second roughly built fireplace and an ash pit 
and may have been a small scullery. This had an original brick floor and a second brick 
floor above it, possibly laid at a later date because the original floor was subsiding over 
the filled in ditch [282]. The south-west room was the smallest and also contained the 
second brick floor above the original one. There was no evidence as to any particular use 
for this room. 
 
Within the alleyway to the rear of buildings 1, 2 and 3, between buildings 2 and 3, within 
a slightly wider part of the alleyway, was a square brick structure (356)/(357) which may 
have been the setting for the water pipe shown on Goad’s insurance plan. 
 
The 18th Century Workshop 
 
Building 3 was contemporary with the workers houses but differed slightly in that it was 
larger, was partially cellared along its south-eastern half and was probably used as a 
workshop for small scale cottage industry (Figs 32, 33 & 37 to 41). This building ran the 
full width of the block of houses from its north-east wall to the edge of Clowes Street. 
The south-east half of the building was a single large cellared structure and the north-
west half a series of uncellared smaller rooms. It seems to have originally had the L-
shaped uncellared room at the north-east side open to the alleyway at its rear and a single 
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large room to the south-west, also open to the alleyway. Both of these openings probably 
had doors. At a later date both these openings to the alleyway had been blocked up with 
brick, the focus presumably moving to the Clowes Street side as the main thoroughfare. 
At this time the large uncellared south-west room was divided into two rooms by the 
addition of an internal partition wall, the southern half of which had an unusual double 
rectangular structure built. The north-eastern L-shaped room had a brick access shaft 
descending into the cellar to its immediate south-east, in which a fireplace had been 
constructed. This suggests that the building was being used for some small scale textile 
industry. A simple loom in the cellar, which was heated by the fireplace, may have been 
powered by a hand operated mechanism situated in the north-east ground floor L-shaped 
room with a drive belt descending to the cellar through the access shaft. Cobbled surface 
(263) within the L-shaped room was very well made and wear resistant, something which 
would be necessary for a hand operated power system. The double structure within the 
south-west room, although rectangular, resembled the construction and layout of similar 
features excavated at Hardman Street, Manchester (UMAU 2003) which were interpreted 
as the base for textile industry planking tables and it may that this is what is represented 
here with the table top resting on the rough brick and stone structures set into the ground 
beneath it. 
 
The Early 19th Century Factory 
 
On the north-east side of concrete beam (171), at the south-east end, was a square room 
enclosed by walls (241), (243) and (268), which appears on the map of 1787-94 (Figs 35 
and 37 to 41). By 1824 it had been demolished and remained open until a new building 
was constructed between 1915 and 1933. After 1963 it was replaced by a modern factory 
which occupied the site until its demolition in 2007. The toilet block of this modern 
factory had destroyed any earlier remains within this building. 
 
Within the rest of this area were the structures which comprised building 4. This was not 
present on the map of 1787-94 and was built between 1808 and 1824. The structures 
uncovered during the excavation relate to a series of internal rooms within a small factory 
building. This block is named on Goad’s insurance plan of 1893 as Albion Works Gum 
and Starch Factory. Goad’s also labels the southern side of the factory, that covered by 
the excavation area, as containing ovens. No evidence of these ovens was found during 
the excavation but the flue and chimney structure may be associated with them. The flue 
was originally open to the room at the south-west which had an original cobble floor 
surface with a later brick floor laid on top of it. This room may have contained a furnace 
heating the ovens, the exhaust gases of which would have channeled into the flue to the 
chimney. The structure showed numerous rebuilds, additions, repairs and reinforcing 
structures suggesting that it was not an efficient system and may have been abandoned 
early on. The original early 19th century walling had been built onto a foundation of small 
cobbles in a very hard concreted sandy matrix. The later rebuilds of walls (100), (101), 
(221) and (222) sat on rough brick foundations. The building appears to have been altered 
on a number of different occasions until its demolition between 1933 and 1963. It was 
replaced by a modern factory which occupied the site until it too was demolished in 2007. 
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The 19th Century Cellared Tenements 
 
Houses can be seen in the area of cellars 1 and 2 on the map of 1787-94 but the cellared 
structures uncovered during the excavation were of a stylistically 19th century date and 
replaced the original 18th century workers houses which were probably back-to-backs 
similar to their neighbours to the immediate south-east, buildings 1 and 2 (Figs 35 and 37 
to 41). Goad’s insurance plan of 1893 describes these as three storey tenements. Both 
cellars contained fireplaces and so are likely to have been used either as dwellings or as 
work spaces. Cellar 2 also contained a brick arch in its western corner with an internal 
wall, possibly for storage. These buildings were demolished between 1915 and 1933 and 
were replaced by a single new range. This was in turn demolished between 1933 and 
1963 and was replaced by a modern steel framed building which occupied the site until 
its demolition in 2007. 
 
The 20th Century Structures 
 
The concrete piles, concrete beam and modern brick wall (Fig 36) all relate to the steels 
framed factory and offices which occupied the site from its construction after 1963 until 
its demolition in 2007, immediately prior to the commencement of the archaeological 
evaluation and excavation. 
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7. Conclusion 
 
 
7.1 The presence of the medieval plough across the whole of the site shows that between the 

main settlement areas of Greengate to the north-east and Castlefield to the south-west 
was under agricultural use as fields. This can be seen on the map of 1650 and is likely to 
have been the case all throughout the medieval period. Of the features cut into the 
ploughsoil only two small postholes can be attributed to a possibly late medieval date, 
however, evidence found at Plot 106, Spinningfields (UMAU 2007) shows that medieval 
features can be found within this material between the main settlement areas. Thus, the 
medieval ploughsoils in this area throw some light on the close relationship between 
town and country with strong evidence for dumping, perhaps manuring, over the fields by 
the town. Such activity, whilst not unusual in a medieval context, is often very difficult to 
find within such a heavily industrialised and urbanised area. 

 
 
7.2 The garden soil, ditches and the stone walling all result from the expansion of the original 

settlement around Greengate across the outlying fields along Chapel Street to the current 
line of Clowes Street. The map of 1650 shows the area to the north-east of Clowes Street 
had been demarcated as burgage plots within the expanded settlement by this time and 
also shows gardens and orchards within these plots. It is also likely that they were used 
for early proto-industrial activity being situated on the edge of the settlement away from 
the main centre and therefore near to sources of fuel and water and unlikely to cause 
offense with noise, smell and refuse. The stone wall appears to be the original marker for 
the edge of the settlement during the 16th and 17th centuries with burgage plots and 
gardens to the north-east and agricultural field to the south-west. The boundaries of these 
plots remain in use throughout the 18th and 19th centuries and in many cases remain in 
place until the early 20th century, a trend also observed to the south during the phase 1 
evaluation of Chapel Wharf (UMAU 2006). It is very rare in the North West to excavate 
the edge of a medieval and early post-medieval town, particularly in an early 21st century 
urban context (Newman 2006, 126-7; Newman & Newman 2007, 101-104). However, 
ditches (245) and (282) appear to form the southern-most burgage plot of Salford and 
there is even evidence for a structure within the plot as indicated by wall (254). This has 
an importance beyond the normal excavation of burgage plots as medieval urban spatial 
planning, excavated examples of which within Greater Manchester include plot divisions 
in Altrincham, Bolton, Manchester, and Wigan. The ditches at Chapel Wharf were 
constantly re-cut and maintained over many centuries, emphasising continuity in 
landholding and organisation, and there is evidence for a developed garden soil running 
into the 18th century at the rear (eastern end) of the burgage plot. The re-discovery of the 
edge of Salford indicates that the town did not expand on its southern side during the later 
medieval period and indeed did not start to expand in this area until the mid-18th century. 
This suggests that medieval property divisions, buildings, and ploughsoils may survive 
elsewhere on the fringes of Salford, and indeed on the fringes of other medieval towns 
within the city region where there is an absence of evidence for late medieval and early 
post-medieval expansion. 
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7.3 Although the buildings depicted on the map of 1650 had been demolished by the late 18th 

century their masonry appears to have been re-used in drains and walls and it is likely 
that pre-1650 remains survive below any uncellared parts of the buildings fronting 
Chapel Street. The excavation shows that there is excellent preservation of early remains 
within uncellared areas of the former burgage plots with the late 18th century structures 
being built on leveling material that seals the early post-medieval and medieval remains. 
The modern buildings were constructed on concrete piles and therefore any disturbance 
caused by this would be localized to the area of the pile. 

 
7.4 The site produced a regionally significant urban pottery assemblage spanning the 15th to 

19th centuries showing the development of pottery types in this period (Newman & 
Newman 2007, 113-114). The Medieval and early Post-medieval transitional pottery 
(from the 16th century) came from islands of intact ploughsoil on the edge of the town in 
1650. This was a significant group although the medieval sherds from the 13th to 15th 
centuries numbered just 17 sherds and the Transitional sherds only 20 or roughly 1% and 
3% of the assemblage respectively. The abraded nature of most of these sherds suggests 
that they are part of a number of dumping episodes, perhaps representing manuring on 
the fields on the edge of town and may represent garden soils. 
 
The later Post-medieval pottery assemblage is dominated by Dark-glazed wares (46% of 
the assemblage) and Slipwares (15% of the assemblage) with sources from North Wales, 
Staffordshire, and Yorkshire. These fabrics started to appear in the early 17th century and 
by the 18th century had become very common. The pottery assemblage also contained a 
large proportion of Mottled or Iron-Stained wares which formed 11% of the assemblage. 
Spanning the late 16th to late 18th centuries these were synonymous with the emergence 
of the beer house in urban centres. A late 18th century and 19th century public house is 
attested at the western end of the site fronting Chapel Street and suggests continuity of 
activity within the excavation area into the early 19th century. The main production area 
for these wares in the North West was at Rainford in West Lancashire. The later ceramics 
from the 19th century were dominated by white earthenwares, porcelain wares and hand-
painted fine Bone China and show a further shift towards a Victorian household 
assemblage with a mixture of utilitarian everyday vessels and fine tablewares. 
 
The assessment report has demonstrated that the Chapel Wharf assemblage has further 
considerable potential for analysis. The quantity, provenance and condition of all classes 
of archaeological data have been assessed and comments on the range and variety of the 
material have been proffered.  A number of further research questions have been raised as 
a result of the assessment. Because the assemblage from the evaluation and excavation 
phases of archaeological works has been combined, this has provided a sufficiently large 
sample group for these methodologies to be implemented. 
 
Until recently, the North-West, has been viewed as ‘poor and backward’ in the medieval 
period (Edwards 1975, 108 in Davey 1977). However, recent studies and excavations 
have shown that to a greater or lesser degree, a sufficient populous existed to generate a 
considerable body of documentary evidence for pottery production within the region. 
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However, the archaeological and ceramic evidence remains scant compared to other 
regions of the United Kingdom. Recent discoveries through archaeological excavation 
and field walking have shown that it was not so much a lack of physical evidence but a 
lack of excavation in the area which has biased the evidence for medieval ceramics in the 
North-West. 

 
By the end of the 11th century Britain was more or less closely settled and most of the 
population, especially those occupying the lowland zones, were regularly using pottery, 
although South-West Lancashire was probably aceramic before turn of the 13th century 
(Speakman 2003a). Evidence alludes to the late development of urban market economies 
in the region, combined with the paucity of evidence for the types of ceramic being 
produced it has been suggested that pottery manufacture was not widespread until the 13th 
or 14th century, suggesting late development of regional types in the North-West (Davey 
1991, 124-127:Barker & Harris 1993, 129).  

 
Analysis of ceramic assemblages from this early period such as the residual material from 
the Chapel Wharf excavations suggests a locally sustainable medieval potting economy 
was in existence, producing basic earthenware vessels supplying a local demand and not 
travelling any great distance; supporting the idea of relatively isolated pockets of late 
medieval ceramic production on a subsidiary level (Davey 1991, 124). However, the 
adoption of pottery quite often reflects other changes taking place in society (McCarthy 
& Brooks 70) and its inception in the North-West can certainly be seen as a turning point 
within the region. 
 
The paucity of medieval pottery assemblages from well-stratified sequences in the North-
West has been emphasised in current research (McCarthy and Brooks 1992), in regional 
research frameworks (Brennand 2007) and by national research documents (Mellor 
1994). The evidence provided by the medieval ceramics from Chapel Wharf makes the 
assemblage a relatively large representative sample of medieval ceramics in use within 
the locality, and therefore of vital importance in terms of frequency, condition and the 
nature of the artefactual evidence. The large boundary ditch represents a relatively well-
stratified group of material ranging from the medieval, early-post-medieval and post-
medieval period, with datable ceramic evidence in a sequence of overlying deposits from 
a relatively sealed context. 

 
Combined with unpublished archival material from nearby contemporary urban centres, 
this material could contribute to the creation of a ceramic type-sequence for the Greater 
Manchester area, redirecting the previous emphasis on unique assemblages from high-
status Castle and Abbey sites in favour of ceramics used by medieval urban communities. 
The presence of these early types is also a useful starting-point in relating the 
stratigraphic sequence at Chapel Wharf to historically attested events. 

 
The range of wares represented on site fits into the pattern established elsewhere in the 
region such as at Ordsall Hall, Salford (Higham 1980; Garratt 2007a: 2007b) and White 
Carr Lane, Hale (Speakman 2003) and adds detail to our understanding of ceramic supply 
in the North-West during the medieval and early Post-medieval period. The Chapel 
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Wharf excavations produced many diagnostic sherds and types which have the potential 
for identifying uncommon or unusual forms. The range and variety within the assemblage 
is also exceptional and many vessels have the potential to provide complete profiles if 
reconstructed. Because of the continuity evinced in the ceramic assemblage, this archive 
has further potential for illustrating ceramic sequences through transitional periods, 
particularly those from the late medieval to the early post-medieval period, forming the 
basis of a compendium of fabric types for this group of early post-medieval ceramics, 
especially when viewed against assemblages from historically attested moated Hall sites. 

 
Although many of the vessels represented in the Chapel Wharf assemblage will have 
been locally produced from kilns operating within a 10-20 mile radius of the site, further 
analysis of the fabric, glaze and form of the small yet distinctive collection of possible 
imports in the assemblage would greatly expand our knowledge of the early trade in 
ceramics and would also establish a correlation between sites of differing statuses set 
against a historical narrative.  
 
The presence of such a wide variety of early post-medieval ceramics at the Chapel Wharf 
site has important implications for the socio-economic development of the area; the trade 
of ceramic goods at a local, regional and inter-regional level and the use of ceramics in 
local dwellings. Combined with historical mapping evidence, the assemblage could shed 
light on the development of the recreational and service industries, such as Beerhouses, 
Public Houses and small vernacular workshops. 

 
There is considerable potential to produce typologies and examine the differences in local 
coarseware fabrics, forms and glazing technology from the sixteenth to the nineteenth 
centuries. There is also potential to further examination of the fineware groups, as these 
vessels change frequently and continuously according to contemporary technologies, 
modes of production and fashions for other types of material culture.  
 
For the later ceramics 19th century, trade directories and pattern books could be consulted 
to identify specific motifs and manufacturer’s stamps. These products are known to have 
travelled widely and could reveal socio-economic patterns between Salford and other 
regional centres. Similarities with products excavated from known production sites and 
comparisons with published groups would also help provenance the post-medieval 
material. The identification of the post-medieval ceramics will more accurately contribute 
to the dating of features and archaeological deposits on site, and should help to refine the 
phasing. In addition, there is also potential to examine the types of land-use and spatial 
changes through the deposition of specific types of ceramic artefact in certain places on 
site. 

 
7.5 The workers houses display many small modifications throughout the lifetime of the 

buildings, alterations which appear to have been carried out by the residents as and when 
materials were available in order to improve the condition of the dwellings. The 
construction of the passageway through two houses to link the street frontage houses to 
the alley with the water pipe also shows a willingness to improve the general area for the 
good of the community. As well as housing there was evidence of a small scale cottage 
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textile industry in the 18th century, probably using hand powered machinery, which 
seems to have continued to operate later when the larger factories are being built. 

 
7.6 By the 19th century a larger factory was built alongside the houses and small cottage 

industry. This factory displays many modifications and rebuilds throughout a relatively 
short period, probably indicating trial and error experimentation to refine techniques. 
This is also seen to a lesser extent within the small workshop which may have carried on 
throughout the 19th century operating alongside much as it did during the late 18th 
century. 

 
7.7 Where some of the earlier 18th century back-to-back houses were replaced with cellared 

19th century tenements all the excavated cellars showed evidence of some kind of 
activity, either as dwellings or as small workshops. 

 
7.8 The urbanisation of the excavation area at Chapel Wharf from the mid-18th century 

onwards follows a pattern that can be paralleled within many of the 17 recently excavated 
urban sites around Salford and Manchester (Fig 43). This urban growth began with the 
building of three-storey workshop dwellings in the mid-18th century and was followed at 
the end of the 18th century and into the early 19th century by the construction of back-to-
back housing over the rear of the burgage plot area. This urban infilling continued into 
the mid-19th century with the construction of a factory building along the northern side of 
the houses, and within the houses by the addition of cellars which were perhaps used as 
dwellings in this period. By this date the burgage plot had been completely built over 
although the northern property division was fossilised within the urban plan-form by the 
northern wall of the factory which was built along its alignment. The decline of the 
workers’ housing from the late 19th century is also a pattern that can be seen elsewhere 
within the centre of Manchester. 

 
Such intensive use of a former burgage plot is probably very typical of the 
industrialisation of larger North West medieval towns during the 18th and 19th centuries, 
although it has been little studied (McNeil & Newman 2006, 170-1; Newman & McNeil 
2007, 143). The Chapel Wharf evidence, however, which spans the late Medieval to late 
19th century and has strong evidence for continuity of landholding patterns, provides 
some of the best archaeological evidence so far for this industrialised urban development 
within North West England. 
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Figure 1: Site location 1:10000 (phase 2 area highlighted in red). Base map reproduced from modern OS mapping
by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.  Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.

License number WL8021. 
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Figure 2: Evaluation trench location plan (highlighted in red)

University of Manchester Archaeological Unit
June 2008

Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:
an Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation

72

PH

Chapel Street

Deal Street

Caxton Street

Bury Street
Caxton
Hall

Sacred Trinity
Church

PH

Barlow’s Croft

Booth Street

Blackfriar’s Street

Chapel Street

Clowes Street

Dearman’s Place

Quay Street

Trinity Bridge House

Browncross S
treet

Lowry Hotel

Car Park

Car Park

Worsley Street

River I
rwell

0 50m

Tr F

Tr H

Tr G/KTr J

Tr I

Tr L Tr R

Tr M Tr N
Tr O

Tr P

Tr Q

Tr W
Tr V

Tr U

Tr T
Tr S



N

Figure 3: Trench F plan

Figure 4: Trench F north-west facing section
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Figure 5: Trench G/K plan
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Figure 6: Ttrench G/K south-west facing section

Figure 7: Trench H plan
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Figure 8: Trench I plan

Figure 9: Trench I north-east facing section
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Figure 10: Trench J plan

Figure 11: Trench Q plan
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Figure 12: Trench R plan
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Figure 13: Trench R north-east facing section
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Figure 14: Excavation trench location plan (highlighted in red)
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Figure 15: Open area after excavation of buildings, major individual structure groups shaded
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Figure 16: Open area after removal of building floors
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Figure 17: Location of section drawings (Figs 18 to 28 following) marked in red
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Figure 18: North-west facing section across burgage ditch Figure 19: North-west facing section across burgage ditch

Figure 20: South-east facing section across burgage ditch Figure 21: North-west facing section through robbed wall

Figure 22: North-east facing section through stone wall (254) Figure 23: South-east facing section of
       posthole [354]

Figure 24: South-east facing section of
       posthole [381]
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Figure 25: South-west facing section across ditch [282] Figure 26: North-east facing section across ditch [282]

Figure 27: North east facing section along wall (82) including ditch [282]
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Figure 28: South-west facing section along the south-west portion of the north-western part of the open area (former evaluation trench S)
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Figure 29: Phase 1 Medieval plough soil
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Figure 30: Phase 2 Early Post-Medieval wall, ditches and postholes
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Figure 31: Phase 3  Early Post Medieval to Late 18th century garden soil and robber trench
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Figure 32: Phase 4 Late 18th century buildings
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Figure 33: Phase 5 Late 18th century/Early 19th century
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Figure 34: Phase 6 Late 18th century/Early 19th century
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Figure 35: Phase 7 Early 19th century
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Figure 36: Phase 8 20th century
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Figure 37: Trenches overlaid onto map of 1787-94
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Figure 38: Trenches overlaid onto map of 1831
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Figure 39: Trenches overlaid onto map of 1849
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Figure 40: Trenches overlaid onto map of 1888-9
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Figure 41: Trenches overlaid onto map of 1933
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Figure 42: Map of 1650 with study area indicated. Not to scale.
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Figure 43: Distribution map of excavated workers housing in Greater Manchester (to June 2008) 
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11. Plates 
 

 
 

Plate 1. Trench F structure (74) looking south-west 
 
 

 
 

Plate 2. Trench G/K looking north-west 
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Plate 3. Trench I looking south-east 
 
 

 
 

Plate 4. Trench J looking south-west 
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Plate 5. Trench J floor surface (158) looking west 
 
 

 
 

Plate 6. Trench Q  looking south-east 
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Plate 7. Pile and walling within trench R looking south-west 
 
 

 
 

Plate 8. Trench W looking south-east 
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Plate 9. Arch (376) within cellar 2 looking north-west 
 
 

 
 

Plate 10. Ghost of fireplace in cellar 2 looking south-east 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 11. Building 1 looking south 
 
 

 
 

Plate 12. Inserted chambers and passage in building 1 looking south 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 13. Building 2 with fireplace in foreground corner. Looking east 
 
 

 
 

Plate 14. Building 2 with alleyway in left foreground. Looking south 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 15. Early stone walls (254) and (255) looking north-east 
 
 

 
 

Plate 16. Ditch [282] below buildings 1 and 2. Note ploughsoil (24) beyond concrete pile. Looking south 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 17. Section through ditch [282] cut through ploughsoil (24) looking north 
 
 

 
 

Plate 18. section through ditch [282] cut through ploughsoil (24) looking south 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 19. Alleyway behind buildings 1 and 2 looking north-west 
 
 

 
 

Plate 20. Complex 1 workshop rooms looking south 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 

 
 

Plate 21. Complex 1 with square structure(159)/(361) within layer (183) looking west 
 
 

 
 

Plate 22. Complex 1 square structure(159)/(361) within layer (183) looking south-west 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 

 
 

Plate 23. Ploughsoil (24) below garden soil (183) in complex 1 looking south-east 
 
 

 
 

Plate 24. Probable chimney and flue within complex 2 looking east 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 25. Detail of chimney base (236) looking south-east 
 
 

 
 

Plate 26. Walls (227) and (228) and cobble foundation (226) in complex 2 looking south-west 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 27. Walling at north-west end of complex 2 with stone drain (217)/(218) looking south-west 
 
 

 
 

Plate 28. Re-used masonry within stone drain (218) looking south-west 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 29. Burgage ditch [245] at north-west end below complex 2 looking south-east 
 
 

 
 

Plate 30. Burgage ditch [245] after full excavation showing truncated north-east side looking east 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 

 
 

Plate 31. Overhead shot of excavation area looking north-west 
 
 

 
 

Plate 32. Medieval potsherd from ploughsoil (24) 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 

 
 

Plate 33. Medieval potsherd from ploughsoil (24) 
 
 

 
 

Plate 34. Medieval potsherd from garden soil (183) 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 

 
 

Plate 35. 15th century north-west purple (Transitional) pottery from ditch [282] 
 
 

 
 

Plate 36. Late 17th century combed and feathered slipware from ditch [282] 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 

 
 

Plate 37. Late 17th century local dark-glazed coarseware from ditch [282] 
 
 

 
 

Plate 38. Late 17th century trencher from ditch [282] 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 

 
 

Plate 39. Mid 17th century fineware multi-handled cup from ditch [282] 
 
 

 
 

Plate 40. Late 17th/Early 18th century trailed slipware from ditch [282] 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

 
 

Plate 41. An array of early 18th century Lancashire slipwares from ditch [282] 
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Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 
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1 (024)  -  13th L14th   Medieval reduced gritty 1 4 36 body jar 
reduced hard blue grey fabric with frequent 
gritty inclusions  R Y  

2 (024)  - 17th 18th   Yellow ware pale buff 1 1 13 rim plate/ bowl n/a Y?    

3 (024)  -  16th 17th   Dark-glazed ware oxidised 2 2 6 body 

small 
drinking 

cups 
thin purple patchy bumpy internal & 
external glaze     

  (024)      
e16th - 
e18th      4 7 55         

4 
(024/
028) [282]  e17th e18th   Self-coloured ware 

hard  buff sandy 
fabric 1 1 100 profile shallow bowl 

Rainford type? Internal and external self-
coloured lead glaze with mottled iron 
inclusions   

Y
?  

5 
(024/
028) [282] e17th 18th   Slipware 

hard  buff sandy 
fabric 2 2 27 body/ rim 

small bowls/ 
plates Staffordshire type     

6 
(024/
028) [282] e17th e18th   Yellow ware 

hard  buff sandy 
fabric 2 1 43 body bowl/ plate everted rim     

7 
(024/
028) [282] 16th? L17th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware oxidised coarse 15 6 1250 various 

medium/ 
large 

storage/ 
cooking 
vessels 

highly oxidised orange coarse with 
inclusions and uneven firing partially 
reduced internal section, frequent clay and 
laminated inclusions    Y 

8 
(024/
028) [282] 17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
fineware reduced    4 4 186 

base/ 
handles/ 

body 

drinking 
cups/ 

bulbous 
vessel 

thick dark purple black lead glaze with iron 
staining giving metallic finish     

  
(024/
028)      

16th - 
e18th     24 14 1606         

9 
(024/
295) [282] e17th e18th   Slipware 

pale buff 
partially 
reduced 2 2 8 body 

small 
drinking 

cups 
yellow trailed and strip banded decoration 
on dark-glazed fineware     

10 
(024/
295) [282] e17th 18   Yellow ware pale buff 10 10 89 body/ base 

small hollow 
ware 

vessels turned decorative banding     
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11 
(024/
295) [282] 17th    Stoneware vitrified grey 2 1 153 

base and 
partial body 

profile 
Bellarmine 

Jar internal throwing marks    Y 

12 
(024/
295) [282] 17th e18th   Yellow Slipware pale buff 1 1 39 profile plate pie crust shaped rim     

13 
(024/
295) [282] 17th e18th   Tin-glazed ware pale buff 4 3 24 rim/ body 

small plates/ 
hollow form n/a     

14 
(024/
295) [282] 17th e18th   Slipware pale buff pink 10 4 164 rim/ body 

flat forms/ 
plates everted/ hooked rims Y?  Y Y 

15 
(024/
295) [282] e16 17th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

various oxidised 
& partially 
reduced coarse 
with frequent 
large inclusions 21 12 1875 various 

medium/ 
large 

storage/ 
cooking 
vessels 

patchy purple thin lead glazed/ vertical 
multiple strap handles on large cooking pot 
vessel/ hand-built rim/ NORTH-WEST 
PURPLE 

(223) 
in 

[248]: 
layer 
(183) R? Y Y 

16 
(024/
295) [282] 15th e16th   

Transitional/ North-
West Purple 

partially 
reduced/ 
reduced vitrified 
hard purple-
blue fabrics 3 3 240 body 

medium/ 
large 

storage/ 
cooking 
vessels 

patchy purple thin lead/ self-coloured 
glaze/ bumpy surface/ unglazed ? R? Y  

17 
(024/
295) [282] 17th e18th   

Dark-glazed 
coarsewares 

highly oxidised/ 
partially 
reduced 
coarsewares 54 50 1800 various 

everted rim 
bowls/ dish/ 

tall flared 
vessels 

dark purple/ dark brown/ iron-stained 
glazes ?  Y Y 

18 
(024/
295) [282] 17th e18th   

Dark-glazed 
finewares 

oxidised/ 
partially 
reduced hard 
high fire fabrics 20 20 500 

various thin 
walled 
vessels 

tall flared/ 
straight-

sided cups 
dark purple-black/ dark brown/ iron-stained 
glazes -BLACKWARES Y?  Y  

19 
(024/
295) [282] 17th 18th   Iron-stained wares 

pale firing 
oxidised coarse 
& fineware 9 6 140 body ? 

dark-glazed iron-stained wares/ mottled 
wares/ coarse and fine fabrics    Y 

20 
(024/
295) [282] 17th 18th   unglazed  oxidised 1 1 6 body ? possibly from slip decorated ware vessel     

  
(024/
295)     

15th -
e18th      137 113 5038         

21 (025)  - 15th 16th   
Transitional/ North-
West Purple 

partially 
reduced red 
vitrified 1 1 50 body jar? 

heavy vitrified body Sherd with indication of 
splash glaze ? R P  
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22 (025)  - 16th 16th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised hard 
sandy fabric 1 1 35 rim jar? 

globular/ inturned jar or coking pot with T-
shaped rim. Patchy purple internal & 
external glaze/ possible lid-seated?  R   

23 (025)  - 17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised hard 
sandy fabric 9 4 625 body pancheon 

dark purple - black thick glaze over internal 
and external surfaces     

24 (025)  - e18th 18th   
Red slip-coated 
fineware 

hard  buff sandy 
fabric 1 1 31 

base angle 
sherd mug/ beaker 

dark purple - black iron stained lead glaze 
over red-slip bodywash. External glaze 
does not cover entire surface     

25 (025)  -  L17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

partially 
reduced red 
vitrified 2 2 46 rim/ body 

tall flared & 
straight-

sided cups dark purple - black metallic lead glaze   P Y 

  (025)  -   
15th -
e18th      14 9 787         

26 (044)  - 18th 19th   China 
white-bodied 
fineware 1 1 1 body cup Chinoiserie     

  (044)     
18th - 
19th      1 1 1         

27 (086) [087] 18th L18th   Mottledware 
pale buff hard 
fineware 2 2 91 

base angle 
sherd bowl/ plate n/a     

   (086)           2 2 91         

28 
{093} 
under 

(194/
196) 18th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
fineware oxidised 1 1 4 body mug/ beaker BLACKWARE?     

29 
{093} 
under 

(194/
196) L18th 19th   Brown Stoneware vitrified grey 2 1 53 rim & body bowl NOTTS-DERBY type    Y 

30 
{093} 
under 

(194/
196) 19th 20th   Whiteware 

white-bodied 
earthenware 2 1 43 rim & body 

flat forms/ 
plates n/a     

31 
{093} 
under 

(194/
196) 19th 20th   

Decorated 
Whiteware 

white-bodied 
fineware 1 1 7 

base angle 
sherd 

flat forms/ 
plates       

  

{093} 
under

  
 (194/
196)   

18th - 
20th      6 4 107         

32 
(112/
155)  -  13th 14th   Medieval Gritty ware 1 1 18 body jar 

internal reduced blue-grey fabric, external 
oxidised surface margin with evidence of 
external sooting on surface  R? P  
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33 
(112/
155)  -  14th e15th   

Medieval/ 
Transitional 

reduced hard 
semi-vitrified 
with abundant 
micaceous 
quartz inclusion 1 1 34 body jug 

Transitional, NORTH-WEST PURPLE, 
purple splash-glazed, (see Beeston p188 
fabric H)  R? Y  

  
 (112/
155)     

13th - 
15th      2 2 52         

34 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K 18 18   Mottledware 

pale firing hard 
thin walled 1 1 74 

base angle 
sherd bulbous pot 

iron-stained mid brown internal and 
external glaze, not extending fully over 
external surface     

35 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K L18th L19th   Brown Stoneware 

vitrified grey 
fabric 8 7 365 various 

soda bottle/ 
bulbous 
storage 
flasks/ 

everted rim 
jars 

NOTTS-DERBY type/ brown iron-wash/ 
iron staining on internal surface    Y 

36 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K e19th e20th   

Decorated 
Whiteware 

white-bodied 
fineware thin 
walled vessel 1 1 5 rim 

plate/ 
saucer needs further identification     

37 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K L18th 19th   China 

white-bodied 
thin walled 
vessel 1 1 7 rim cup needs further identification     

38 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K L18th 19th   

Shell-edged 
Pearlware 

white-bodied 
earthenware 4 4 57 rim & base plate Pearlware glaze finish     

39 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K L18th 19th   Whiteware 

white-bodied 
earthenware 5 3 98 

base angle 
sherd small pots cream-coloured finish     

40 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K L18th 19th   Pearlware 

white-bodied 
earthenware 3 2 18 

base angle 
sherd 

small plates/ 
hollow form blue-ish tinge at corners     

41 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K 18th 19th   

Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale buff firing 
thin walled 
fabric 6 1 200 

base angle 
sherd 

medium 
sized 

bulbous pot 
red slip-coated fabric with dark iron-stained 
lead glaze, slightly mottled brown    Y 
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42 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
fineware 

oxidised/ 
partially 
reduced hard, 
high fire fabrics 6 4 184 body 

straight-
sided and 
flared tall 

cups/ mugs/ 
beakers 

highly glossy metallic iron stained lead 
glazing giving the appearance of oily metal 
appearance    Y 

43 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised orange 
unrefined fabric 
with random 
large inclusions 44 27 3075 

rims/ body/ 
base angle 

sherds 

pancheons/ 
medium/ 

large 
storage 

vessels & 
open pots 

BLACKWARE? Various metallic iron-
stained black-purple glazes on internal & 
external surfaces   

Y 
(ri
m
s) Y 

44 

(112) 
ploug
hsoil 

Tr. 
G/K L17th 18th   

early dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised orange 
unrefined fabric 
with random 
large inclusions 1 1 300 rim 

pancheon/ 
large 

cooking/ 
storage pot 

patchy purple mottled brown thin lead 
bumpy surface   Y  

  

(112) 
ploug
hsoil      

L17th - 
e20th      80 52 4383         

45 (116) [117] L18th 19th   Brown Stoneware vitrified grey 1 1 17 body 

narrow-
necked jar/ 

flask brown iron-wash on external surface     

46 (116) [117] L18th 19th   Whiteware 
white-bodied 
earthenware 2 2 21 

base angle 
sherd 

marmalade/ 
cream pot n/a     

47 (116) [117] 18th L18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware   7 3 900 

rims/ body/ 
base angle 

sherd 

medium 
sized 

pancheon/ 
open-

mouthed 
storage 
vessels BLACKWARE? internally glazed surfaces    Y 

  (116)  [117]    
18th - 
19th      10 6 938         

48 (296)  - 17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

reduced 
partially vitrified 
thin-walled 
earthenware 1 1 6 body 

small tall 
cup/ beaker/ 

mug dark purple-black bumpy lead glaze     

49 (296)  - 18th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised orange 
unrefined fabric 
with uneven 
mixing of white 
and red clays 1 1 200 rim pancheon 

patchy purple-black internal lead glaze with 
red slip-wash coat on the fabric   

Y
? 
(ri
m)  

   (296)     
17th - 
18th      2 2 206         

50 (143)  - L17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

oxidised orange 
thin walled 
coarse fabric 3 3 34 body 

small 
straight-
sided tall 
vessels metallic sheen on black-purple lead glaze     
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51 (143)  - 18th L18th   
Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale buff firing 
thin walled 
fabric 1 1 5 base 

small open 
vessel 

dark purple-black red-slip coated lead 
glaze     

52 (143)  - - -   unglazed 

unglazed 
oxidised 
earthenware 1 1 17 

base angle 
sherd plant pot? unglazed     

  (143)      
17th - 
18th      5 5 56         

53 (183)  - L17th 19th   Underglaze-blue 
white-bodied 
earthenware 3 1 20 rim profile saucer n/a    Y 

54 (183)  - L17th 19th   Tin-glazed ware 
soft pink sandy 
fabric 2 2 5 

body & base 
angle sherd small plate 

one sherd has many quartz inclusions on 
the fabric section- possibly post-
depositional concretion?     

55 (183)  - 17th 18th   Stoneware 
vitrified grey 
fabric 1 1 17 body 

Bellarmine 
Jar? n/a Y?    

56 (183)  - 17th 18th   Yellow ware 

semi-vitrified 
white/pale buff 
firing refined & 
coarse fabrics 33 20 434 various 

egg cup/ 
plate/ 

shallow 
bowls, 

corrugated 
small cups 

everted/ bead and straight-sided rims, 
various lead glazes over fabrics giving 
variety of Yellow colours/ sooting on base   

Y 
(ri
m) Y 

57 (183)  - L17th 18th   Mottledware 

pale pink/buff/ 
orange firing 
coarse & fine 
fabrics 6 4 140 

base/ base 
angle sherd/ 

rim/ body 
small 

bowls/plates 

small everted rim form/ self-coloured brown 
glaze with iron mottling/ dark brown lead 
glaze    Y 

58 (183)  - 17th 18th   Slipware 

pale 
pink/orange 
firing hard 
fabrics 10 9 130 

base/ body/ 
rim 

deep 
dish/bowl/ 

plates small everted T-shaped rims Y?  
Y/
P  

59 183  - 17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 
white firing thin 
walled fabric 4 3 31 rim 

small hollow 
forms posset pots?   P  

60 (183)  - L16th 17th   
Dark-glazed 
Slipware 

semi-vitrified 
reduced purple-
grey thin walled 
fabric 1 1 23 

base angle 
sherd posset pot? 

dark-gazed fineware - import? east of 
Pennines/Big Lea Farm, Merseyside   

Y/
P  

61 (183)  - ? ?   unglazed 
orange/pink 
firing hard fabric 18 1 140 body ? 

possible slip-decorated fabric or unglazed 
earthenware     
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62 (183)  - 13th 14th   Medieval 

sandy hard 
fabric with 
oxidised 
external surface 
and reduced 
grey internal 
surface margin 
small black 
random 
inclusions 1 1 10 body jar? 

possible splashed purple glaze on external 
surface  R? P  

63 (183)   13th 14th   Medieval (?) 

hard buff sandy 
fabric with small 
frequent 
micaceous 
inclusions 1 1 18 base ? 

medieval? Fabric is unusually hard but has 
appearance of local buff/pink firing 
medieval fabrics  R? P  

64 (183)  - L14th 15th   
Medieval/ 
Transitional 

oxidised coarse 
sandy fabric/ 
partially 
reduced gritty 3 3 23 body ? 

possible finewares & thin-walled vessels - 
North-West Purple ?  P  

65 (183)  - L15th 16th   
Transitional/ North-
West Purple 

hard thin-walled 
oxidised red 
refined fabric 1 1 13 body 

tall flared & 
straight-

sided cups? 
internal & external patchy purple bumpy 
glaze,  ? R 

Y/
P  

66 (183)  - L16th L17th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

hard highly 
oxidised red & 
partially 
reduced refined 
fabric 35 25 385 

body/ rim/ 
handles/ 

base 

tall multi-
handled 

flared cups 
facetted external surfaces and incised? 
Decoration, possible Cistercian wares Y  

Y/
P Y 

67 (183)  - L16th 17th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

fine & coarse 
oxidised & 
partially 
reduced fabrics  33 25 1400 

base/ body/ 
rim 

fineware 
cups/ mugs/ 

storage 
vessels/ 

containers North-West Purple - Trencher Y  
Y/
P Y 

   (183)     
13th - 
L17th     152 98 2789         

68 (195)  - 17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 
white firing thin 
walled fabric 1 1 5 body small pot n/a     

69 (195)  - 17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

coarse oxidised 
marbled red 
and white clays 1 1 17 body pancheon? n/a     

  (195)      
17th - 
18th      2 2 22         

70 (198) 282 e17th 18th   Slipware 

pale buff pink 
hard refined 
fabric 10 3 261 profile/ rim 

deep 
dish/bowl/ 

plates n/a Y?  
Y/
P Y 



 13
2 

71 (198) 282 L17th e18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

oxidised orange 
red hard semi-
vitrified fine 
fabric 6 2 155 

profile/ 
body/ 

handle 

small 
bulbous 

mug/ tall cup 
high metallic sheen on iron-stained lead 
glaze   P Y 

72 (198) 282 17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised 
orange-red 
coarse thick 
fabric 1 1 74 rim pancheon vertical strap handle ?  P  

73 (198) 282 17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

coarse pale 
firing biscuit 
coloured fabric 1 1 24 rim shallow bowl everted rim ?    

  (198)      
e17th - 

18th      18 7 514         

74 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] 18th 18th   Stoneware 

pale firing 
vitrified thin 
walled fabric 12 2 200 profile tall tankard 

unusual early? Stoneware thin walled 
vessel with dripped brown glaze in varying 
shades ?  P Y 

75 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] L17th 18th   Mottledware 

thin walled 
coarse & 
fineware pale 
firing biscuit 
and semi-
reduced fabrics 27 13 450 

rims/ 
handles/ 

base 

small mugs/ 
storage 
vessels 

straight everted rims, unusual flat 'saucer' 
form,  various types of iron-stained mottling ?  P Y 

76 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] 18th 18th   
Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale firing 
cream/buff hard 
thin walled 
fabric 3 2 65 base/ body small jars n/a     

77 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] 18th 18th   Tin-glazed ware 

pale firing soft 
biscuit type 
fabric 2 2 40 rim/ body 

flat forms/ 
plates 

larger sherd had had feel to fabric and 
glaze   P  

78 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] L17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale pink/ 
orange firing 
hard fabrics 5 4 105 rim/body 

flat forms/ 
plates pie crust shaped rim    Y 

79 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] L17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
Slipware 

oxidised & pale 
firing tin walled 
hard firing 
fabrics 20 8 358 profiles 

small pots/ 
bowls/ deep 

dishes 

opposing sides have clear lead glaze firing 
to yellow/ unglazed surface has suggestion 
of slip wash decoration ?  

Y/
P Y 

80 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] 17th e18th   Slipware 

pink/ orange 
firing hard 
refined fabrics 7 4 291 

base angle 
sherd 

dishes/ 
shallow 
bowls external underside surfaces slip coated   

Y/
P Y 

81 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] 17th e18th   Self-coloured ware 

coarse biscuit 
pale firing & 
oxidised fabrics 14 9 640 

base/ rim/ 
body 

shallow 
bowls/ 
dishes 

NB dripped glaze showing kiln spacing on 
base of vessels - Rainford types   

Y 
(ri
m
s) Y 

82 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] 17th e18th   Yellow ware 

pale pink/ 
cream firing fine 
fabrics 4 3 30 

base/ rim/ 
body small pots self-coloured clear lead glaze     
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83 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] 17th e18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

thin walled 
oxidised and 
partially 
reduced fine 
red fabrics 33 31 625 

lid/ handles/ 
body/ rim/ 

base 

lidded small 
pot/ 

tankards & 
mugs lid & vertical fineware strap handles (224)  

Y 
(li
d) Y 

84 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] e17th e18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

highly oxidised/ 
partially 
reduced 
coarsewares 41 22 2654 various 

pancheons/ 
medium/ 

large 
storage 

vessels & 
open pots/ 
chamber 

pots 
vertical strap handle/ sooting/ internal post-
depositional concretions ?  

Y 
(ri
m
s) Y 

85 

(223) 
nights

oil [248] e15th 17th   Medieval? 
oxidised hard 
sandy fabric 2 2 21 rim/ body ? 

everted rim/ splash glazed self coloured 
patchy thin glaze/ evidence of sooting 
under rim/ possibly post-medieval?????  R? P  

  

(223) 
nights

oil      
e17th - 

18th      170 102 5479         

86 (224)  - 13th 14th   Medieval 

pale pink 
orange sandy 
fabric  1 1 9 body jar internal orange slip  R P  

87 (224)  - 18th 19th   Stoneware 
vitrified pale 
firing fabric 2 2 12 body hollow form salt-glazed brown iron wash     

88 (224)  - 18th 19th   Tin-glazed ware 
soft pink sandy 
fabric 6 5 60 

body/ base/ 
spout 

flat forms/ 
plates/ 
pitcher n/a    Y 

89 (224)  - 18th 19th   Mottledware 

pale firing 
cream/ buff 
hard thin walled 
fabric 28 9 520 various 

narrow-
necked jar/ 
flask/ small 

bowl 
various dark and light brown iron-stained 
mottling   

Y/
P Y 

90 (224)  - L17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

pale firing pink/ 
cream & 
oxidised hard 
fabrics 
occasional 
inclusions in 
coarser types 9 8 325 

rims/ base 
angle/ 

handles/  
body 

small deep 
dishes/ 
shallow 
bowls vertical strap handle   

Y 
(ri
m
s)  

91 (224)  - L17th 18th   

slip-decorated Red 
slip-coated 
fineware 

thin walled pale 
firing cream 
fabric 1 1 40 base profile 

tall cup/ 
tankard 

internal clear lead glaze over pale firing 
fabric giving yellow colour, external red 
slip-coated dark black firing glaze with 
combed slip decoration 

(225) 
in 

[248]
?  Y Y 
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92 (224)  - 
L 

17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale firing pink/ 
cream & 
oxidised hard 
fabrics 
occasional 
inclusions in 
coarser types 3 2 65 rim/ body 

flat forms/ 
plate pie crust shaped rim    Y 

93 (224)  - 
L 

17th 18th   Yellow ware 

pale firing 
white/ cream 
fabrics 5 3 70 

profile/ 
base/ 

handle 
egg cup/ 
large jar large handle fragment   P Y 

94 (224)  - 
L 

17th 18th   Slipware 

oxidised 
orange/ pale 
pink firing 
fabrics 8 4 100 

rim/ base/ 
base angle 
sherd/ body 

shallow 
bowls/ 
dishes n/a    Y 

95 (224)  - e18th 18th   
Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale firing 
cream/ buff 
hard thin walled 
fabric 5 4 95 base/ body 

closed neck 
vessel and 
small open 

pots 
unusual fine thin-walled fluted closed-neck 
vessel with heavy external sooting   P Y 

96 (224)  - 
L 

17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

oxidised red 
and partially 
reduced high 
fired fabrics 31 29 650 various 

jars/ small 
hollow form 

cups wide-mouthed handed cups 

(223) 
in 

[248]
?  

Y 
(ri
m
s)  

97 (224)  - L16th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

reduced 
partially vitrified/ 
oxidised orange 
& red 
coarseware 
fabrics/ veg 
tempering 
vesicles??? 48 29  various 

pancheons/ 
handle/ lid?/ 

trencher? 

bumpy purple glazes/ black thick glazes 
with metallic sheen/ sooting & scorching/ 
veg tempering vesicles  R 

Y/
P Y 

98 (224)  - 19th e20th   Whiteware 
white-bodied 
earthenware 1 1 4 

base angle 
sherd saucer n/a  I   

   (224)     
L16th - 

18th      148 98 1950         

99 (225) [248] 13th 14th   Medieval 

hard pale firing 
blue grey fabric 
with very small 
abundant 
argillaceous 
inclusions 1 1 48 

base angle 
sherd jar/jug? 

heavily set coarseware? Vessel  with rough 
uneven base, large vesicles, heavily 
sooted? internally  R P  

100 (225) [248] L14th 15th   Late Medieval 
oxidised orange 
soft fabric 1 1 27 

base angle 
sherd jug? 

patchy green-brown internal & external 
glaze over purple splashed slip? Heavily 
abraded   P  

101 (225) [248] 
e 

18th 18th   Mottledware 

thin-walled pale 
firing cream 
fabric 10 5 110 various 

tall flared 
cup/ small 

pot 
varying shades of brown and darker brown 
iron-stained glazing    Y 
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102 (225) [248] 18th 19th   
Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale firing 
cream/buff hard 
thin walled 
fabric 1 1 60 

base angle 
sherd 

medium 
sized 

bowl/open 
vessel metallic sheen on black-purple lead glaze     

103 (225) [248] L17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
Slipware 

thin-walled pale 
firing cream & 
pink fabric 3 2 70 

body/ base 
angle sherd 

decorative 
small 

cup/beaker multi-handled cup 
(224)

?  
Y/
P 

Y
? 

104 (225) [248] L17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale firing 
cream/buff hard 
thin walled 
fabric 25 8 425 

profile/ 
various 

bulbous jar/ 
flat forms/ 

small 
drinking 

cups near complete vessel/ pie crust plate   
Y/
P Y 

105 (225) [248] L17th 18th   Yellow ware 

pale firing fabric 
with blackened 
reduced inner 
core - misfired 4 2 67 

base angle 
sherd 

small open 
vessel 

over-fired internal scorching, heavily 
sooted external surface  post-depositional? 
Internal buttery Yellow glaze    y 

106 (225) [248] L17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

oxidised orange 
coarse fabric - 
burnishing? 4 4 173 rim/ body 

pancheon/ 
small open 

vessel 

clear internal lead glaze/ everted rim - 
Rainford style/ heavily sooted/burnished? 
External surface - scorched? Patchy 
internal glaze   P  

107 (225) [248] L17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

reduced purple/ 
oxidised 
orange-red 
firing thin-
walled fabric 31 27 710 various 

tall straight-
sided cups/ 
tankards/ 

posset pots/ 
multi-

handled 
cups 

vertical strap handles, dripped glaze, 
bulbous bodies 

(224)
?   Y 

108 (225) [248] 17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised red-
orange/ partially 
reduced 10 9 480 

rims/ base 
angle/ 

handles/  
body 

medium-
sized 

storage/ 
cooking pots 

patchy purple/black glazes, bumpy 
surfaces, vertical strap handles   P Y 

  (225)      
17th - 
18th      90 60 2170         

109 (251) 217 
L 

18th 19th   Whiteware 

white bodied 
vitrified 
earthenware 2 2 57 

base angle 
sherd 

small bowls/ 
plates 

possible white salt-glaze stoneware & 
creamware fragment     

110 (251) 217 L18th 19th   Brown Stoneware vitrified grey 1 1 13 rim small bowl bead rim -NOTTS Derby type     

111 (251) 217 L17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale buff pink 
hard refined 
fabric 1 1 45 

base angle 
sherd 

flat form/ 
plate n/a     

112 (251) 217 L17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

pink/ orange 
firing hard 
refined fabrics 2 2 117 

rim/ base 
angle sherd small bowl Rainford type      
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113 (251) 217 17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

reduced purple-
grey hard firing 
thin-walled 
fabric 1 1 52 body 

tall straight-
sided 

tankard vertical strap handle butt     

114 (251) 217 L17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised 
orange-red 
coarse thick 
fabric 8 8 1030 various 

bung hole 
pancheon unusual rim types   

Y
? 
(ri
m
s)  

  (251)      
L17th - 

19th     15 15 1314         

115 (247)  - L13th L14th   Medieval 

pale firing hard 
with abundant 
small 
argillaceous 
inclusions 1 1 17 

body with 
handle butt jug thumb-impressed handle join   Y  

  (247)      
L13th - 
L14th     1 1 17         

116 (281)  - L16th L17th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

high fired 
reduced purple 
grey semi-
vitrified hard 
fabrics 14 13 435 various 

small & 
medium 
storage 
vessels 

early examples of north-west purple wares 
- note reduced fabrics/ various purple & 
black & grey dull bumpy, thin patchy glazes   P  

  (281)      
L16th - 
L17th     14 13 435         

117 
(281/
283) [282] L17th 18th   Tin-glazed ware 

pale cream 
firing thin-
walled fabric  2 2 11 body 

flat form/ 
plate/ small 
hollow form n/a     

118 
(281/
283) [282] 17th 18th   Slipware 

oxidised 
orange/ pale 
pink firing 
fabrics 3 3 84 

rim/ body/ 
base 

shallow 
dish/ bowl n/a     

119 
(281/
283) [282] 17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

coarse oxidised 
marbled red 
and white clays 5 2 321 

base/ base 
angle sherd 

shallow 
dish/ bowl n/a    Y 

120 
(281/
283) [282] 17th 18th   Yellow ware 

pale cream 
firing thin-
walled fabric  2 2 25 rim 

shallow 
dish/ bowl n/a     

121 
(281/
283) [282] L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
fineware 

oxidised red 
firing thin walled 
refined fabric 3 3 43 body 

tall cup/ 
tankard 

strongly facetted surface with internal body 
cordons/ mottled brown glaze   P  

122 
(281/
283) [282] L17th L 18th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

partially 
reduced purple-
red hard high 
fired 2 2 170 body 

pancheon? 
Heavy 
storage 
vessels 

mottled brown-ish glazes, heavy reduced 
purple grey thick fabric     

  
(281/
283)  [282]    

17th - 
L18th      17 14 654         
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123 (283)  - 18th 18th   
Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale 
pink/orange 
firing hard 
fabrics 1 1 20 base ? possibly dark-glazed ware? 

Night 
-soil 
depo
sit in 
Slot 
B2    

124 (283)  - L17th 18th   Mottledware 

pale cream 
firing thin-
walled fabric  2 2 47 body 

flasks/ 
narrow-

necked jars internal dimpled iron-stained lead glaze     

125 (283)  - L17th 18th   Slipware 

oxidised 
orange/ pale 
pink firing 
fabrics 2 2 20 body 

flat forms/ 
plate n/a     

126 (283)  - 17th 18th   Stoneware vitrified grey 1 1 16 body 
Bellarmine 

Jar? n/a ?    

127 (283)  - L17th e 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

partially 
reduced & 
oxidised red 
thin walled 
finewares 5 4 40 body/ rim 

tall narrow 
mug/ cups 

BLACKWARE? Mid brown glaze/ iron-
stained lead glaze     

128 (283)  - L17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

coarse oxidised 
red & partially 
reduced hard 
high fired 
fabrics 3 2 254 

rim/ body/ 
base angle 

sherd 
medium-

sized bowl 
mid-brown purple firing dimpled glaze/ 
reduced fabric semi-vitrified     

   (283)     
17th - 
18th      14 12 397         

128 
(283/
293) [282] ? ?   unglazed  

oxidised pink 
orange thin 
walled fabric 4 4 38 body small pots applied strip for handle butt 

(198)
?    

129 
(283/
293) [282] L17th 18th   Yellow ware 

pale firing 
cream/buff hard 
thin walled 
fabric 2 2 24 body 

shallow 
dish/ bowl n/a 

(198)
?    

130 
(283/
293) [282] L17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale firing 
cream/buff hard 
thin walled 
fabric 1 1 1 body 

small hollow 
forms n/a 

(198)
?    

131 
(283/
293) [282] 16th 16th   North-West Purple 

thick walled 
partially vitrified  
reduced purple-
grey fabric 3 1 204 body 

medium 
sized open 

vessel 
partially reduced purple-red grey fabric, 
splashed thin patchy purple lead glaze 

(198)
?   Y 

132 
(283/
293) [282] 17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised red 
orange coarse 
thick walled 
vessels 4 4 291 

body/ base 
angle sherd 

medium 
sized open 

vessel 
patchy purple thin lead/ self-coloured 
glaze/ bumpy surface/ unglazed     

  
(283/
293)  [282]          14 12 558         
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133 
(283/
295) [282] L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
fineware 

oxidised red-
orange thin 
walled fabric 2 1 16 body 

straight-
sided vessel n/a     

134 
(283/
295) [282] e17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised orange 
coarse thick 
walled fabric 2 2 33 body 

small/ 
medium 
vessel possibly fineware light purple glaze     

  
 (283/
295)  [282   

e17th -
18th     4 3 49         

135 (284)  - L17th 18th   Slipware 

pale firing pink-
orange thin-
walled fabric 5 2 42 

body/ rim/ 
base 

small 
shallow 

bowl/ dish n/a     

136 (284)  -  ? ?   unglazed 

pale firing pink-
orange thin-
walled fabric 1 1 6 body ? possible fragment from slipware     

137 (284)  - L17th 18th   Yellow ware 

pale firing 
cream/ white 
firing thick & 
thin walled 
fabric 8 7 409 

rim/ body/ 
base 

large dish/ 
small bowls/ 
hollow form/ 
lid-seated 

bowl pie-crust rim/ large bowl - unusual 

(284) 
in 

[282]  
Y/
P ? 

138 (284)  - e18th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

pink-orange 
hard firing 
coarse fabric 2 1 147 rim/ body/ 

medium-
sized bowl Mottledware     

139 (284)  - e18th 18th   Mottled ware 

pale firing 
cream/ white/ 
oxidised orange 
firing thick & 
thin walled 
fabric 5 3 138 base/ body 

storage jar/ 
hollow forms n/a    Y 

140 (284)  - 
L 

17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

partially 
reduced 
fineware thin-
walled hard 
purple-grey 
fabric 7 5 102 

handles/ 
rim/ body/ 

base 

hollow 
forms/ multi-

handled 
cups blistered back & purple glazes    Y 

141 (284)  - 17th e18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised orange 
coarse thick 
walled fabric/ 
marbled red & 
white clay 21 13 870 

rim/ body/ 
base/ 

handles 

small/ 
medium 
hollow 
vessels 

patchy purple bumpy glazes/ unusual rim 
forms with handmade features   

Y/
P Y 

   (284)     
e17th -

18th     49 32 1714         

142 (284) [282] L17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

 hard pale firing 
cream/ white 
coarse fabric 2 1 41 body 

open-
mouthed 

hollow form possibly self-coloured ware     

143 (284) [282] L17th 18th   Slipware 

pale pink-
orange firing 
hard thin-walled 
fabric 2 1 12 body flat forms n/a     



 13
9 

144 (284) [282] 17th 18th   Yellow ware 

pale cream/ 
white firing 
coarse thick-
walled fabric 12 10 611 

body/ rim/ 
base 

deep dish/ 
large bowl unusually large dish/ bowl vessel 

(284/ 
295) 

in 
[282]  Y Y 

145 (284) [282] L17th 18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

thin hard 
oxidised red 
firing fine fabric 1 1 16 rim tall cup/ mug dark purple-black glaze     

146 (284) [282] L16th 17th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

very coarse 
highly oxidised 
orange thick 
fabric with large 
clay pellet 
inclusions 20 15 1207 

various/ 
vertical strap 

handle 

medium-
sized 

storage/ 
cooking 
vessels 

dark purple-black/ brown glaze, thin, 
patchy bumpy surface, very unusual 
coarse fabric, partially reduced & vitrified 
early dark-glazed sequence - local kiln 
product - waster? ?  

Y/
P Y 

  (284)   [282]   
L16th - 
e18th     37 28 1887         

147 
(285/
293) Layer L18th e19th   

Colour-coated 
ware 

hard vitrified 
white-bodied 
earthenware 5 3 6 rim/ body tablewares 

various external colour-coated slips firing 
to green, red, orange  I   

148 
(285/
293) Layer 19th 19th   

Lithographic-
printed ware 

hard vitrified 
white-bodied 
earthenware 1 1 1 body tablewares n/a  I   

149 
(285/
293) Layer 

e19th
? 19th   China 

hard vitrified 
white-bodied 
earthenware 1 1 1 body tablewares n/a  I   

150 
(285/
293) Layer e19th 19th   

Transfer-decorated 
ware 

hard vitrified 
white-bodied 
earthenware 1 1 2 body tablewares Chinoiserie - Willow Pattern?  I   

151 
(285/
293) Layer 19th 19th   Whiteware 

hard vitrified 
white-bodied 
earthenware 3 2 5 rim/ body tablewares n/a  I   

152 
(285/
293) Layer e19th 19th   Brown Stoneware 

hard vitrified 
white-bodied 
earthenware 8 8 59 

rim/ body/ 
base 

small hollow 
forms small fine NOTTS-Derby type/ Soda bottles  I   

153 
(285/
293) Layer 

e19th
? 19th   

White Salt-glazed 
Stoneware 

hard vitrified 
white-bodied 
earthenware 22 15 215 various 

small - 
medium 

bowls/ flat 
forms/ range of fine rim forms  I   

154 
(285/
293) Layer e18th 19th   

Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale firing 
cream hard 
thin-walled 
fabrics 31 29 240 various 

small pots & 
cups/ multi-

handled 
mugs n/a     

155 
(285/
293) Layer e18th 18th   Tin-glazed ware 

soft pale firing 
pink/cream 
biscuit fabric 13 11 20 body/ rim 

small 
tablewares very fragile glaze     
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156 
(285/
293) Layer L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
slipware 

oxidised red-
orange/ pale 
firing cream/ 
partially 
reduced thin 
walled fabrics 9 7 40 body/ rim 

small posset 
pots?/ flat 
form plate 

dark-glazed fineware/ red slip-coated ware/ 
yellow ware 

(024/ 
295) 

in 
[282]  Y Y 

157 
(285/
293) Layer L17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale firing 
cream/ pink 
fabrics 11 8 90 

handle/ 
body/ rim 

flat forms/ 
handled 
cups/ jar 

small strap handle/ press-moulded plate?/ 
pie-crust rim 

(225) 
in 

[248]
?   

Y
? 

158 
(285/
293) Layer 17 e18th   Yellow ware 

pale pink-cream 
firing hard thin-
walled fabric 14 13 130 

base/ rim/ 
body 

small tall 
cups 

very pale yellow thin glazes/ some iron-
staining   P  

159 
(285/
293) Layer L17th 18th   Slipware 

pale oxidised 
orange-pink 
hard fabric 5 4 45 rim/ body flat forms n/a     

160 
(285/
293) Layer e18th 18th   Mottledware 

hard semi-
vitrified fine 
thin-walled 
fabrics/ coarse 
(large 
inclusions) 
heavy thick-
walled vessels 70 38 1005 various various 

various mottled iron-stained glazing from 
dark brown to light orange self-coloured/ 
abraded     

161 
(285/
293) Layer L17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

oxidised 
orange/ pale 
pink coarse 
fabrics 15 13 224 

body/ rim/ 
base 

medium 
sized open 

jars 
sooted/ some iron-staining/ post-
depositional concretions     

162 
(285/
293) Layer L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
fineware 

thin hard 
oxidised red/ 
partially 
reduced fine 
fabric 49 45 430 various 

small - 
medium 

bowls/ tall 
cups/ multi-

handled 
beakers 

BLACKWARES?/ straight-sided cups/ body 
cordons - heavily ribbed external surfaces     

163 
(285/
293) Layer L16th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised red-
orange/ partially 
reduced purple-
grey semi-
vitrified coarse 
fabrics 69 65 2500 

various/ 
horizontal 

strap 
handles 

small/ 
medium 

pancheons, 
bowls 

bumpy purple/ purple-black glazes, metallic 
sheen, early fabrics, later rim forms, local 
products, uneven firing ?  

Y 
(ri
m
s)  

164 
(285/
293) Layer e16th 16th   

North-West Purple/ 
Transitional 

reduced purple-
grey semi-
vitrified hard 
fabric 9 9 169 

body/ base/ 
rim 

small jars/ 
bulbous 

flask 

thin patchy purple lead glaze over reduced 
fabric giving matt purple glaze - very 
coarse fabrics/ fineware with heavily 
blistered glaze???   

Y 
(ri
m
s) ? 

  
 (285/
293) 

 Laye
r   

16th - 
L18th     336 273 5182         

165 
(285/
294) Layer 13th 14th   Medieval? 

oxidised orange 
sandy fabric 1 1 14 rim flagon 

heavy sooting? Under rim or possibly 
uneven firing giving reduced area under 
rounded/flanged rim (Roman?)  R P  
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166 
(285/
294) Layer 19th 20th   Sanitary stoneware 

coarse pale 
firing hard fabric 1 1 179 rim drain pipe salt-glaze  I   

167 
(285/
294) Layer 19th e20th   

Colour-coated 
ware 

hard semi-
vitrified fine 
thin-walled 
fabrics 4 1 15 body tablewares 

green Underglaze? Over clear lead glaze 
colour wash 

(285/ 
293) 
SF14

7 I   

168 
(285/
294) Layer 19th 19th   Whiteware 

white-bodied 
earthenware 1 1 6 base tablewares 

thin patchy purple lead glaze over reduced 
fabric giving matt purple glaze - very 
coarse fabrics/ fineware with heavily 
blistered glaze???     

169 
(285/
294) Layer 19th 19th   Pearlware 

white-bodied 
earthenware 1 1 15 handle jug pooling of blue tinted glaze (cobalt)     

170 
(285/
294) Layer L18th 19th   Creamware 

white-bodied 
earthenware 2 1 8 base/ body tablewares n/a    Y 

171 
(285/
294) Layer L18th 19th   Brown Stoneware 

grey vitrified 
hard thin-walled 
fabric 9 9 90 

base/ rim/ 
body finewares 

rouletted, incised and press-moulded 
decoration NOTTS-Derby type     

172 
(285/
294) Layer L18th 19th   

White Salt-glazed 
Stoneware 

very thin-walled 
fine hard 
vitrified white 
firing fabric 25 20 145 

base/ body/ 
rim finewares 

dimpled salt-glazed surface giving 'orange 
peel' texture 

(285/ 
293) 
SF15

3   Y 

173 
(285/
294) Layer 

L18th
? 19th   China fine bone china  3 2 20 base/ body finewares Porcelain? Translucent fabric     

174 
(285/
294) Layer 18th 19th   

Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale firing 
white/ cream 
fine & coarse 
biscuit fabrics 43 40 240 various finewares 

glazes range from black, dark brown and 
red-purple     

175 
(285/
294) Layer 18th 19th?   Tin-glazed ware 

pale pink/cream 
firing soft biscuit 
fabrics 10 5 26 body tablewares Moroccan/ Spanish? motif     

176 
(285/
294) Layer L17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale white/ 
cream/ pink 
firing thin-
walled soft 
fabrics 20 6 61 

profile/ rim/ 
body/ base finewares 

small combed bowl - sugar bowl?/ pie crust 
rim     

177 
(285/
294) Layer L17th 18th   Yellow ware 

pale cream/ 
white firing fine 
& coarse fabrics 12 10 57 

body/ base/ 
rim finewares heavy sooting?  

(225) 
in 

[248]
? 

SF10
5   Y 

178 
(285/
294) Layer L17th 18th   Slipware 

pale pink-
orange firing 
soft thin-walled 
fabric 6 3 28 body flat forms very abraded - chipped glaze     
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179 
(285/
294) Layer 18th 18th   unglazed 

oxidised orange 
hard thin-walled 
vessels 3 2 44 body/ rim plant pot? possibly slipware fragment     

180 
(285/
294) Layer e18th 19th?   Mottledware 

pale firing 
white/cream 
thin-walled 
finewares and 
coarser 
oxidised 
orange/pink 
fabrics 59 55 280 various 

small cups/ 
mugs/ 
closed 
vessels 

various shades of iron-staining on a variety 
of brown lead glazed surfaces - some self-
coloured    

Y
? 

181 
(285/
294) Layer L17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

thick-walled 
oxidised 
orange-pink/ 
cream/ white 
coarse fabrics 19 18 270 various 

small open 
vessels/ 
cooking 

pot?/ 
serving 

dishes/bowl 

various shades of clear lead glaze over 
oxidised fabrics - occasional iron inclusions 
giving slight mottling     

182 
(285/
294) Layer L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
Slipware 

thin oxidised 
orange/ partially 
reduced red 
fineware fabrics 2 2 4 body/ rim 

straight-
sided  small 

cup/ mug  'SGRAFFITO'? X     

183 
(285/
294) Layer L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
fineware 

thin walled 
fineware fabrics 
oxidised 
orange-red/ 
pale firing 
mixed white & 
red clays 26 20 310 various 

tall cup/ 
small open 

vessel 

dripped yellow slip under black lead glaze - 
waster rim?/ possibly red slip-coated 
fineware/ BLACKWARES Y   Y 

184 
(285/
294) Layer e17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

partially 
reduced purple-
grey hard semi-
vitrified coarse 
fabric/ oxidised 
orange-red/ 
pale firing 
poorly mixed 51 45 994 various 

pancheon/ 
open 

vessels/ 
flagon?/ 

tankards? 
BLACKWARES?/ early purple bumpy 
glazes Y  

Y 
(d
ec
or
at
ed 
sh
er
d)  

  
(285/
294)  

 Laye
r   

L17th - 
e19th     298 243 2806         

185 
(281/
295) Layer L14th 15th?   Medieval? 

oxidised orange 
soft/ hard semi-
vitrified thin-
walled fine 
fabric 2 2 12 body 

jug?/ 
pitcher? 

oxidised orange sandy fabric with patchy 
purple slip & splashed green glaze/ vitrified 
grey fine fabric with thin clear lead glaze, 
pooling in places giving dull green uneven 
dripped glaze  R P  

186 
(281/
295) Layer L17th 18th   Tin-glazed ware 

soft pale firing 
pink/cream 
biscuit fabric 1 1 3 body small bowl n/a     
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187 
(281/
295) Layer e18th 19th   Mottledware 

pale cream/ 
pink/ oxidised 
orange hard 
firing thin fabric 5 3 52 

body/ 
handle 

spouted 
pitcher? 

bumpy internal iron-stained lead glaze, 
external smooth dark brown iron-stained 
glaze Y    

188 
(281/
295) Layer L17th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

pale cream/ 
pink hard firing 
thick coarse 
fabric 9 6 230 

base/ body/ 
rim shallow bowl some large iron inclusions in lead glaze     

189 
(281/
295) Layer L17th 18th   Slipware 

oxidised 
orange-pink 
firing hard thin-
walled fabrics 12 7 137 

base/ body/ 
rim flat forms 

very abraded - chipped glaze - some 
unglazed fragments     

190 
(281/
295) Layer L17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale firing 
cream/ white/ 
pink thin-walled 
fine fabrics 9 4 70 

base/ body/ 
rim flat forms large pie-crust rim - unusual 

(024/ 
295) 

in 
[282] 
SF10    

191 
(281/
295) Layer L17th 18th   Yellow ware 

pale firing 
cream/ white/ 
pink thin-walled 
fine fabrics 11 9 129 rim/ body 

dish/ bowl/ 
hollow forms possible brown slip-dec on 1 fragment     

192 
(281/
295) Layer L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
Slipware 

partially 
reduced 
fineware thin-
walled hard 
purple-red 
fabric 1 1 2 body cup/ mug BLACKWARE?     

193 
(281/
295) Layer L17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
fineware 

oxidised red/ 
partially 
reduced purple-
grey firing thin-
walled fineware 
fabrics 14 14 260 

profile/ 
various 

tall cups/ 
multi-

handled 
fineware 
tankards 

BLACKWARE? Multiple vertical strap 
handles/ incised banding   Y  

194 
(281/
295) Layer 17th 18th   

Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised 
orange-red 
thick coarse & 
well -mixed 
fabrics/ reduced 
purple-grey 
vitrified 
coarsewares 58 42 2700 various 

pancheon/ 
open 

vessels/  
cooking 

pots/ 
storage 
vessels 

early north-west purple glazes/ 
BLACKWARE/ brown glazes horizontal 
strap handle/ very coarse local kiln 
products 

Y - 
very 

coars
e 

fabric  
Y/
P Y 

195 
(281/
295) Layer L15th 16th   

North-West Purple/ 
Transitional 

reduced purple-
grey semi-
vitrified hard 
fabric 1 1 168 

base angle 
sherd 

open vessel/ 
cooking pot/ 

jar 

attempt at glaze visible on the underside - 
possibly kiln residue as surfaces don't 
appear to be glazed - high fired vitrified  R? P  

  
(281/
295)  

 Laye
r   

17th - 
L18th     123 90 3763         

196 (295) [282] e19th 19th   Whiteware 

white-bodied 
fine 
earthenware 2 2 5 body teaware possible sherd of China/Porcelain  I?   
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197 (295) [282] L18th 19th   Tin-glazed ware 

soft pale firing 
pink/cream 
biscuit fabric 1 1 1 rim small pot slight blue tinge to glaze ?    

198 (295) [282] e18th 19th   Mottledware 

oxidised 
orange/ pale 
firing cream 
coarse fabrics 5 5 120 

rim/ body/ 
base 

small open 
vessels/ tall 

cups 
varying degrees of iron-staining - possibly 
some dark-glazed fabrics     

199 (295) [282] e18th 19th   Self-coloured ware 
oxidised range 
coarse fabrics 2 2 37 rims small bowls rim sherd is misshapen - possibly waster     

200 (295) [282] L17th 18th   Slipware 

oxidised orange 
firing refined 
fabrics 10 9 55 rim/ body flat forms 

heavily abraded - some sherds have lost 
glaze     

201  (295) [282]  L17th 18th   Yellow Slipware 

pale firing 
cream thin-
walled fineware 
fabric 2 1 4 body small cup n/a     

202 (295) [282] L17th 18th   Yellow ware 
pale firing 
cream fabrics 5 4 32 base/ body 

small pot/ 
flat form n/a     

203 (295) [282] L17th 18th   Stoneware vitrified grey 2 1 19 body 
Bellarmine 

jar? salt-glaze ?    

204 (295) [282] L17th e18th   
Dark-glazed 
fineware 

oxidised red-
orange/ 
reduced purple-
grey semi-
vitrified thin-
walled fineware 
fabrics 41 31 835 

profiles/ 
handle/ rim/ 
body/ base 

multi-
handled 
drinking 
vessels/ 

large open 
vessels 

BLACKWARE? double-handled mug/ 
double-handled cup with two decorative 
double scroll handles/ triple-handled cup 
(Staff Type Series fig 1:4)   

Y 
(c
up
s) Y 

205 (295) [282] 
L16th

? 18th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised 
orange-red 
thick coarse & 
well -mixed 
fabrics/ reduced 
purple-grey 
vitrified 
coarsewares 43 23 1520 various 

shallow 
dish/ bowl/ 

open 
vessels/ 

large 
pancheon/ 

storage 
vessels/ 

jars/ bung-
hole pitcher 

uneven firing across section/ bumpy patchy 
purple/ brown glazes/ straight rim vessels 

(283)
?  

Y 
(la
rg
e 
pr
ofi
le) Y 

206 (295) [282] L15th 16th   
North-West Purple/ 
Transitional   2 2 94 body jar/ jug 

vitrified purple/grey reduced hard high fired 
fabric with pooling of lead in base angle/ 
early north-west purple fabric  R P  

   (295) [282]    
L16th  
L18th     115 81 2722         

207 (291) Layer 18th e19th   
Red slip-coated 
fineware 

pale cream/ 
white firing hard 
thin-walled 
fabric 1 1 10 base 

small pot/ 
mug burnt/ scorched     

208 (291) Layer 18th e19th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised orange 
poorly mixed 
coarseware 1 1 90 base 

storage jar/ 
hollow forms 

high iron content giving oily metallic 
appearance to black lead glaze     
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   (291) 
Layer

    
18th - 
e19th     2 2 100         

209 (292) Layer 
L18th

? 19th   Creamware 
white-bodied 
earthenware 1 1 8 rim cup/ jar creamware?     

210 (292) Layer 19th L19th   
Transfer-decorated 
Whiteware 

white-bodied 
earthenware 1 1 12 rim shallow dish       

211 (292) Layer 19th e20th?   Whiteware 
white-bodied 
earthenware 2 1 40 rim/ body shallow bowl modern decoration???    Y 

212 (292) Layer e19th 19th   Brown Stoneware 
vitrified grey 
fabric 1 1 65 

neck & 
mouth 

ginger beer 
bottle brown iron-wash with shiny finish     

213 (292) Layer e18th 18th   Self-coloured ware 

pale firing 
cream/ pink 
thick-walled 
coarseware 1 1 64 

base angle 
sherd 

deep dish/ 
bowl 

some iron-staining on clear lead glaze 
giving slightly mottled appearance  R   

214 (292) Layer 18th 19th   
Dark-glazed 
coarseware 

oxidised red-
orange poorly 
mixed coarse 
thick-walled 
fabric 1 1 145 body pancheon BLACKWARE?     

        
e18th - 
L19th     7 6 334         

            Total 1913 1409 
4547
6g         
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Appendix 2: Summary of Contexts 
 

 
(01) Brick surface 
(02) Blackish grey sandy silt 
(03) Greyish clay with brick rubble 
(04) Yellowish green sandy clay 
(05) Rectangular cut feature 
(06) Blackish grey sandy clay fill of 05 
(07) Spread of brick rubble and mortar 
(08) Brownish sandy clay with brick fragments 
(09) Rectangular cut feature 
(10) Dark brown sandy clay fill of 09 
(11) Mid brown sandy clay with brick 
(12) Sub-rectangular cut feature 
(13) Mid brown sandy clay fill of 12 
(14) Sub-circular cut feature with brown sandy clay fill 
(15) Sub-rectangular feature 
(16) Ash, charcoal and brick fill of 15 
(17) Sub-circular feature 
(18) Mid brown sandy clay fill of 17 
(19) Mixed rubble overburden 
(20) Hand made brick wall 
(21) Wall cut 
(22) Upper yellow brown sand and gravel in 21 
(23) Lower dark sandy clay fill of 21 
(24) Mid greeny brown sandy clay ploughsoil 
(25) Black friable garden soil (same as 183) 
(26) Wall cut for 27 
(27) Hand made brick wall 
(28) Hand made brick wall 
(29) Thin layer of crushed white plaster 
(30) Thin layer of crushed brick 
(31) Cobbles 
(32) Wall cut for 34 
(33) Mixed rubble fill of 32 
(34) Machine made brick wall 
(35) Yellow compact sandy clay 
(36) Mid brown fine sand 
(37) Hand made brick wall footing 
(38) Light brown very fine sand 
(39) Crushed brick layer 
(40) Mixed ash, plaster and crushed brick 
(41) Hand made brick wall footing 
(42) Hand made brick wall footing 

University of Manchester Archaeological Unit 
June 2008 

146



Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street,  Salford:  
An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 

(43) Natural yellow clay 
(44) Purple cinders within 26 
(45) Tarmac 
(46) MoT bedding 
(47) Mixed dark clay loam with brick and cinders 
(48) Cut feature 
(49) Clinker fill of 48 
(50) Hand made brick wall 
(51) Mixed clay and ash with brick 
(52) Machine made brick wall 
(53) Concrete with brick fragments 
(54) Orangey brown gravel within cut 60 
(55) Mixed greeny brown clay loam and yellow clay within cut 59 
(56) Stone slab capping drain 
(57) Hand made brick floor surface 
(58) Mid greeny brown sandy clay (ploughsoil) 
(59) Cut containing 55 
(60) Cut containing 54 
(61) Concrete with brick fragments 
(62) Modern brick wall 
(63) Concrete 
(64) Brick and stone bedding 
(65) Mixed dark clayey loam with brick and stone fragments, cinder and ash 
(66) Mid greeny brown sandy clay (ploughsoil) 
(67) Natural yellow to brown clay 
(68) Concrete with brick fragments 
(69) Red sandstone block 
(70) Hand made brick wall 
(71) Hand made brick wall 
(72) Mixed mid brown loam with stone and brick fragments 
(73) Concrete capped drain 
(74) Hand made brick well 
(75) Mixed yellow clay fill of 76 
(76) Cut containing 75 
(77) Modern brick wall 
(78) Modern concrete footing for wall 77 
(79) Modern brick wall 
(80) Concrete with brick fragments 
(81) Reinforced concrete beam 
(82) Hand made brick wall 
(83) Hand made brick wall 
(84) White/grey plaster against wall 82 
(85) Hand made brick wall 
(86) Dark greeny grey sandy clay 
(87) Sub-circular cut feature containing 86 
(88) Hand made brick wall 
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(89) Yellowish sandy clay 
(90) Wall cut 
(91) Hand made brick wall 
(92) Hand made brick fireplace 
(93) Brown fine sand 
(94) Handmade brick surface 
(95) Dark grey ash 
(96) Modern concrete and brick wall 
(97) Hand made brick wall 
(98) Grey silt within 99 
(99) Wall cut 
(100) Hand made brick wall 
(101) Hand made brick wall 
(102) Hand made brick surface 
(103) Red sandy clay with fire bricks and mortar 
(104) Hand made brick wall 
(105) Hand made brick wall 
(106) Mid brown sandy clay with demolition rubble 
(107) Mid yellow brown sandy clay with demolition material 
(108) Crushed brick 
(109) Dark grey sand with abundant demolition rubble 
(110) Dark loam with demolition rubble 
(111) Modern wall 
(112) Mid greeny brown sandy clay (ploughsoil) 
(113) Concrete 
(114) Hand made brick wall 
(115) Mid yellow sandy clay 
(116) Black silty with ash and brick 
(117) Rectangular cut containing 116 
(118) Hand made brick wall 
(119) Mid greenish brown silty clay 
(120) Circular cut containing 119 
(121) Mixed yellow and greeny brown sandy clay 
(122) Mixed brown sandy clay with mortar and brick 
(123) Hand made brick wall 
(124) Grey sandy clay fill of 125 
(125) Wall cut 
(126) Mixed greenish brown and yellow sandy clay 
(127) Grey sand with ash, mortar and brick 
(128) Grey sand with very small brick fragments 
(129) Later rebuild of wall 130 
(130) Hand made brick wall 
(131) Dark grey green sandy clay 
(132) Mixed rubble overburden 
(133) Layered cinder infill/levelling material 
(134) Mottled brown and yellow sticky clay 
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(135) Mixed mid brown sandy clay with abundant brick fragments 
(136) Hand made brick wall 
(137) Hand made brick wall 
(138) Hand made brick wall 
(139) Shaped flat stones 
(140) Mixed dark brown sandy loam with abundant brick and plaster 
(141) Mixed light brown sand and ash with plaster, mortar and brick 
(142) Stone flag floor surface 
(143) Dark grey brown friable clay loam with charcoal, brick and stone (ploughsoil) 
(144) Hand made brick wall 
(145) Light brown sandy clay fill of 146 
(146) Wall cut 
(147) Dark brown loose friable sandy clay loam with abundant brick and sandstone 

fragments 
(148) Robber trench cut containing 147 
(149) Mid greeny brown sandy clay (ploughsoil) 
(150) Machine made brick wall 
(151) Machine made brick wall 
(152) Mixed loose loam and brick 
(153) Modern disturbance 
(154) Hand made brick surface 
(155) Mixed dark brown clay loam with abundant brick, stone, plaster and mortar 
(156) Concrete drain 
(157) Mid grey brown compact sandy clay with charcoal, brick, mortar, glass, etc 
(158) Hand made brick surface 
(159) Hand made brick wall 
(160) Mixed dark sandy loam with abundant brick, stone and mortar 
(161) Hand made brick wall 
(162) Hand made brick wall 
(163) Hand made brick wall 
(164) Hand made brick wall 
(165) Shaped sandstone block 
(166) Shaped sandstone block 
(167) Hand made brick wall 
(168) Hand made brick wall 
(169) Stone flags 
(170) Compact mid brown clay with brick fragments 
(171) Concrete beam 
(172) Mixed light to mid brown sand with abundant mortar, plaster, brick and stone 
(173) Hand made brick wall 
(174) Hand made brick surface 
(175) Mixed mid to dark brown sandy loam with abundant brick, stone, plaster, etc 
(176) Hand made brick wall 
(177) Hand made brick wall 
(178) Hand made brick wall 
(179) Rough sandstone floor 
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(180) Mixed rubble 
(181) Finely crushed brick within cut 182 
(182) Robber trench containing 181 
(183) Black organic garden soil 
(184) Concrete plinth 
(185) Hand made brick surface 
(186) Hand made brick surface 
(187) Hearth 
(188) Sandstone base of door jambs 
(189) Hand made brick wall 
(190) Hand made brick wall 
(191) Concrete 
(192) Hand made brick wall 
(193) Hand made brick drain 
(194) Hand made brick floor 
(195) Concrete plinth 
(196) Hand made brick floor 
(197) Hand made brick feature 
(198) Hand made brick wall 
(199) Hand made brick floor 
(200) Hand made brick floor 
(201) Hand made brick floor 
(202) Demolition rubble 
(203) Hand made brick wall 
(204) Lead pipe 
(205) Sandstone and brick wall footings 
(206) Main area of building 1 
(207) Area at south-east of building 1 
(208) Area at east of building 1 
(209) Area at east of building 1 
(210) Area at east of building 1 
(211) Area at north-east of building 1 
(212) Main area of building 2 
(213) Area at north-east of building 2 
(214) Area at east of building 2 
(215) Small area at east of building 2 
(216) Area at south-east of building 2 
(217) Stone drain 
(218) Stone drain 
(219) Hand made brick wall 
(220) Cobbles 
(221) Hand made brick wall 
(222) Hand made brick wall 
(223) Black garden soil/nightsoil 
(224) Rubble and loam overburden 
(225) Hand made brick wall 
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(226) Cobbles 
(227) Hand made brick wall 
(228) Hand made brick wall 
(229) Hand made brick wall 
(230) Cobbles 
(231) Hand made brick wall 
(232) Hand made brick wall 
(233) Grey clay and brick rubble 
(234) Hand made brick wall 
(235) Hand made brick wall 
(236) Stone floor 
(237) Hand made brick wall 
(238) Hand made brick wall 
(239) Hand made brick wall 
(240) Brick rubble and clay 
(241) Hand made brick wall 
(242) Hand made brick wall 
(243) Hand made brick wall 
(244) Hand made brick wall 
(245) Cut for burgage ditch 
(246) Not used 
(247) Yellow clay 
(248) Not used 
(249) Crushed red sandstone levelling material 
(250) Black silty fill of drain 217 
(251) Brown silty sand fill of drain 217 
(252) Brick element within drain 217 
(253) Sandstone wall at base of cut 245 
(254) Sandstone wall footing 
(255) Western return of 254 
(256) Light yellowy brown clay 
(257) Very fine crushed brick fill of 182 
(258) Finely crushed brick and brick fragment lower fill of 182 
(259) Hand made brick wall 
(260) Brick chimney 
(261) Mixed rubble 
(262) Brick cellar floor 
(263) Cobbles with drainage runoff 
(264) Mid brown sand and gravel with occasional cobbles 
(265) Rectangular brick structure with iron plate 
(266) Mixed rubble overburden 
(267) Hand made brick wall 
(268) Modern machine made brick wall 
(269) Mid brown mixed sandy clay 
(270) Hand made brick wall 
(271) Drains 
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(272) Hand made brick wall 
(273) Fine light brown sand 
(274) Late hand made brick pad 
(275) Hand made brick wall 
(276) Hand made brick wall 
(277) Concrete 
(278) Fine light brown sand 
(279) Mixed rubble 
(280) Concrete pad 
(281) Mixed purple clay, heavily disturbed 
(282) Ditch cut 
(283) Brown clay fill of 282 
(284) Mixed interface of 183 and 281 
(285) Dark brown clay with brick and cobbles 
(286) Ditch cut 
(287) Post hole 
(288) Dark loam fill of 287 
(289) Post hole 
(290) Dark loam fill of 289 
(291) Sand bedding between floors 200 and 201 
(292) Brick structure 
(293) Dark brown sandy loam, same as 285 
(294) Mixed dark loam with brick and stone fragments and clay lenses 
(295) Dark brown silty clay ditch fill 
(296) Dark brown friable loam with brick and stone fragments 
(297) Mixed rubble and clay loam 
(298) Grey ashy loam 
(299) Machine made brick wall 
(300) Wall cut for 299 
(301) Mixed dark loam with brick fragments 
(302) Cut feature 
(303) Cut feature 
(304) Brick and concrete piles 
(305) Dark yellowish green sandy clay natural 
(306) Stone capped hand made brick drain 
(307) Hand made brick and sandstone wall 
(308) Hand made brick floor surface 
(309) Concrete pile with girder 
(310) Modern machine made brick wall 
(311) Modern machine made brick wall 
(312) Concrete pile and girder 
(313) Hand made brick wall 
(314) Hand made brick wall 
(315) Ash and charcoal 
(316) Mixed demolition rubble 
(317) Concrete pile 
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(318) Hand made brick wall 
(319) Hand made brick wall 
(320) Hand made brick wall 
(321) Concrete beam 
(322) Concrete and brick pile 
(323) Concrete and brick pile 
(324) Concrete and brick pile 
(325) Ceramic drain 
(326) Concrete and brick pile 
(327) Concrete and brick pile 
(328) Concrete and brick pile 
(329) Hand made brick wall 
(330) Hand made brick wall 
(331) Hand made brick floor surface 
(332) Hand made brick wall 
(333) Demolition rubble 
(334) Ash and demolition rubble 
(335) Demolition material overburden 
(336) Demolition rubble 
(337) Mixed clay 
(338) Wall cut 
(339) Mixed clinker and clay fill of 338 
(340) Mixed ash, rubble and clay 
(341) Mixed clay levelling material 
(342) Mixed clay levelling material 
(343) Mixed clay levelling material 
(344) Mixed clay levelling material 
(345) Mixed clay levelling material 
(346) Hand made brick wall 
(347) Concrete manhole 
(348) Mixed clay 
(349) Brick and clinker fill of 350 
(350) Pile cut 
(351) Dark sandy loam fill of 352 
(352) Pit cut 
(353) Inserted hand made brick alley wall 
(354) Posthole cut 
(355) Hand made brick wall 
(356) Hand made brick wall 
(357) Hand made brick wall 
(358) Hand made brick floor surface of alleyway 
(359) Concrete pile 
(360) Sandy clay fill of 354 
(361) Rough brick and stone planking table support 
(362) Hand made brick wall 
(363) Concrete pile 
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(364) Hand made brick wall 
(365) Hand made brick wall 
(366) Concrete drain 
(367) Hand made brick wall 
(368) Hand made brick wall 
(369) Hand made brick wall 
(370) Hand made brick wall 
(371) Hand made brick floor surface 
(372) Hand made brick buttresses 
(373) Hand made brick wall 
(374) Hand made brick wall 
(375) Concrete pile 
(376) Hand made brick arch 
(377) Hand made brick wall 
(378) Gravel infilling 
(379) Hand made brick floor surface 
(380) Hand made brick wall 
(381) Posthole cut 
(382) Sandy clay fill of 381 
(383) Robber trench cut 
(384) Rubble overburden 
(385) Stone capped drain 
(386) Stone capped drain 
(387) Concrete pile 
(388) Modern disturbance cut 
(389) Clay and rubble fill of 388 
(390) Clay and rubble layer 
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Appendix 3: Photographic Register 
 
Film 1 400 ASA Colour Slide 
Shot Area Description        Looking 
1 M General        NE 
2 M General        NE 
3 W General        SE 
4 W General        SE 
5 W General        NW 
6 W General        NW 
7 N General        SW 
8 N General        SW 
9 I North-west end brick floor and slabs     S 
10 I General        SE 
11 F Well         NE 
12 F Well         SW 
13 R General south        NW 
14 R General south        N 
15 R General south        SE 
16 R General south        S 
17 R General north        NW 
18 R General north        N 
19 R General north        S 
20 R General north        SE 
21 R Detail north-east facing section     S 
22 R Detail south-west facing section     E 
23 S North-west half       SE 
24 S North-west half       SE 
25 S North-west half       NW 
26 S North-west half       NW 
27 S South-east half       SE 
28 S South-east half       SE 
29 S South-east half       NW 
30 S South-east half       NW 
31 T General        NW 
32 T General        SE 
33 T General        NW 
34 T General        SE 
35 Q General        NW 
36 Q General        SE 
 
Film 2 35mm Digital 
Shot Area Description        Looking 
1 W General        SE 
2 W General        SE 
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3 W General        NW 
4 W General        NW 
5  Working shot         
6  Working shot         
7  Working shot         
8  Working shot         
9  Working shot         
10  Working shot         
11  Working shot         
12  Working shot         
13  Working shot         
14 R General NE facing section      SW 
15 R General NE facing section      SW 
16 R General NE facing section      SW 
17 R General NE facing section      SW 
18 R General NE facing section      SW 
19 R Working shot         
20 R General NE facing section      SW 
21 R General NE facing section      SW 
22 R General NE facing section      SW 
23 R Central backfilled area of trench     S 
24 R Central backfilled area of trench     NW 
25 R SW facing section       N 
26 R SW facing section       N  
27 R SW facing section       N 
28 R Plan shot N end       S 
29 R Working shot         
30 R Brick floor at N end       SW 
31 R Working shot         
32 R General        W 
33 R General        NE 
34 R General        E 
35 R Working shot         
36 R Working shot         
37 R Working shot         
38 F Well         NE 
39 R General        NW 
40 R General        N 
41 R General        SE 
42 R General        S 
43 R Drain and sandstone/brick wall     SW 
44 R Section S half        SW 
45 R Section S half        NW 
46  Working shot         
47 S General        SE 
48  Working shot         
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49 S Three phase wall       SE 
50 S Three phase wall       SE 
51 T Ash and brick feature       N 
52 T Ash and brick feature       NW 
53 T Ash and brick feature       NW 
54 S S half         NW 
55 T Ashy feature        SW 
56  Working shot         
57 S NW half        SE 
58 S NW half        SE 
59 S NW half        NW 
60 S NW half        NW 
61 S SE half         SE 
62 S SE half         SE 
63 S SE half         NW 
64 S SE half         NW 
65 T General        SE 
66 T General        NW 
67 T General        SE 
68 T General        NW 
69  Working shot         
70  Working shot         
71  Working shot         
72 Q General        NW 
73 Q General        SE 
74 H Ploughsoil and natural NE end     NE 
75 G/K SE end before backfilling      S 
76 G/K SE end before backfilling      S 
77 G/K SE end before backfilling      S 
78 G/K Ploughsoil        NW 
79 G/K Ploughsoil        NW 
80 G/K Ploughsoil        NW 
81 J NE and centre        NE 
82 J NE and centre        NW 
83 J NE and centre        NE 
84 J NE and centre        NE 
85 J Brick surface SW end       SW 
86 J Brick surface SW end       SW 
87 J Brick surface SW end       SW 
88 S/U Flags at trench junction      E 
89 U General        NE 
90 U Centre         NE 
91 U Centre         NE 
92 U NE         NW 
93 U NE         NW 
94 U Wall below flags       SW 
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95 V General        SE 
96 V General        SE 
97 V NW         SE 
98 V NW         SE 
99 V Centre         SE 
100 V Centre         SE 
101 V Centre         SE 
102 V SE         N 
103 V SE         N 
104 V SE         N 
 
Film 3 400 ASA Colour Slide 
Shot Area Description        Looking 
1 H Ploughsoil NE end       NE 
2 G/K SE end prior to backfilling      S 
3 G/K SE end prior to backfilling      S 
4 G/K SE end prior to backfilling      S 
5 G/K Ploughsoil NW end       NW 
6 G/K Ploughsoil NW end       NW 
7 G/K Ploughsoil NW end       NW 
8 J NE and centre        NE 
9 J NE and centre        NW 
10 J NE and centre        NE 
11 J Brick surface SW end       SW 
12 J Brick surface SW end       SW 
13 J Brick surface SW end       SW 
14 G/K Centre         SW 
15 G/K Centre         SW 
16 G/K Centre         SW 
17 G/K Centre         SW 
18 G/K Centre         SW 
19 G/K Centre         SW 
20 G/K Centre         SW 
21 G/K Centre         SW 
22 G/K Square pit        SW 
23 G/K Square pit        SE 
24 S/U Flags at trench junction      E 
25 U General        NE 
26 U Centre         NE 
27 U Centre         NE 
28 U NE         NW 
29 U NE         NW 
30 U Wall below flags       SW 
31 V General        SE 
32 V General        SE 
33 V NW         SE 
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34 V NW         SE 
35 V Centre         SE 
 
Film 4 400 ASA Colour Slide 
Shot Area Description        Looking 
1  I.D. shot         
2 Exc Cellar 1        N 
3 Exc Cellar 1        NE 
4 Exc Cellar 1        SE 
5 Exc Cellar 2 arch        NW 
6 Exc Cellar 2 ghost of chimney      SE 
7 B1 Building 1 interior       N 
8 B1 Building 1 interior       E 
9 B1 Building 1 interior       S 
10 B1 Building 1 interior       W 
11 B1 General        NE 
12 B1 General        NW 
13 B1 Building 1 late phase walls      S 
14 B1 Building 1 late phase walls      N 
15 B1 Building 1 late phase walls      W 
16 Exc General        W 
17 Exc General        W 
18 Exc General        S 
19 Exc General        S 
20 Exc W room in area N of concrete beam     W 
21 Exc Wall running parallel to drain (217)     W 
22 Exc Drain (217)        W 
23 Exc Drain (217)        S 
24 Exc Cobbles (270) and wall (219)      E 
25 Exc Cobbles (220) and wall (219)      S 
26 Exc Wall (219)        N 
27 Exc Wall (219)        W 
28 Exc Cobbles (226) and walls (227) and (228)    E 
29 Exc Cobbles (226) and walls (227) and (228)    E 
30 Exc Cobbles (226) and walls (227) and (228)    S 
31 Exc Cobbles (226) and walls (227) and (228)    S 
32 Exc E end of area N of concrete beam     W 
33 Exc E end of area N of concrete beam     W 
34 Exc E end of area N of concrete beam     NE 
35 Exc E end of area N of concrete beam     NE 
36 Exc Rectangular flue       W 
 
Film 5 35mm Digital 
Shot Area Description        Looking 
1 Exc Excavating arch       NW 
2 Exc Excavating arch       NW 
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3 Exc Excavating arch       NW 
4 Exc Cellar 1        N 
5 Exc Cellar 1        NE 
6 Exc Cellar 1        SE 
7 Exc Cellar 2 with arch       NW 
8 Exc Cellar 2 with ghost of chimney     SE 
9 B1 General        NW 
10 B1 General        NE 
11 B1 General        SE 
12 B1 General        SW 
13 B1 Brick surface (185) and (186)      S 
14 B1 Walls (192)        SE 
15 B1 Walls and cut [182]       SE 
16 B1 Wall (190)        W 
17 B1 Door Jamb (188)       W 
18 B1 Wall and sandstone foundations     E 
19 B1 Wall and sandstone foundations     E 
20 B1 Small rooms E side B1      S 
21 B1 Small rooms E side B1      SE 
22 B1 Small rooms E side B1      NE 
23 B1 Small rooms E side B1      NW 
24 B1 SE of B1        W 
25 B1 SE of B1        N 
26 B1 SE of B1        N 
27 B1 SE of B1        S 
28 B1 E of B1        N 
29 B1 E of B1        W 
30 B1 E of B1        N 
31 B1 E of B1        W 
32 Exc W end N of concrete beam      W 
33 Exc W end N of concrete beam      W 
34 Exc W end N of concrete beam      S 
35 Exc W end N of concrete beam      S 
36 Exc W end N of concrete beam      W 
37 Exc Wall parallel to drain (217)      W 
38 Exc Drain (217)        W 
39 Exc Drain (217)        S 
40 Exc Cobbles        E 
41 Exc Cobbles        S 
42 Exc S facing elevation wall      N 
43 Exc E facing elevation wall      W 
44 Exc Cobbles        E 
45 Exc Cobbles        E 
46 Exc Cobbles beneath brick walling     S 
47 Exc Cobbles beneath brick walling     S 
48 Exc E end N of concrete beam      W 
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49 Exc E end N of concrete beam      W 
50 Exc E end N of concrete beam      NE 
51 Exc E end N of concrete beam      NE 
52 Exc Rectangular flue       W 
53 Exc Stone slab E end of flue      E 
54 B2 General        N 
55 B2 General        NE 
56 B2 General        SE 
57 B2 General        SW 
58 B2 Hearth area        SW 
59 B2 Hearth area        S 
60 B2 E extent        S 
61 B2 E extent        SW 
62 B2 E extent        SE 
63 B2 Passageway N of B1 and B2      W 
64 B2 Passageway N of B1 and B2      W  
65 B2 N wall B2        S 
66 Exc General shot of passageway      SW 
67 Exc General shot of passageway      SE 
68 Exc General shot of passageway      NE 
69 Exc General shot of passageway      NW 
70 Exc Detail of cobbles       N 
71 Exc Detail of cobbles       S 
72 Exc Detail of cobbles       S 
73 Exc Doorway in wall       W  
74 Exc Doorway in wall       SW 
75 Exc Cobbled area        E 
76 Exc Cobbled area        SE 
77 Exc Right angled brick/slate features     SE 
78 Exc Right angled brick/slate features     S 
79 Exc Right angled brick/slate features     SW 
80 Exc Cobbled drain        S 
81 Exc Cobbled drain        NW 
82 Exc Overhead shot        W 
83 Exc Overhead shot        W 
84 Exc Overhead shot        W 
85 Exc Overhead shot        W 
86 Exc Overhead shot        W 
87 Exc Overhead shot        W 
88 Exc Overhead shot        W 
89 Exc Overhead shot        W 
90 Exc Overhead shot        W 
91 Exc Overhead shot        W 
92 Exc Wall (189)        N 
93 Exc Square brick feature in yard      S 
94 Exc Square brick feature in yard      SW 
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95 Exc Square brick feature in yard      S 
96 Exc W side B2 lower floor       N 
97 Exc W side B2 lower floor       N 
98 Exc W side B2 lower floor       S 
99 Exc W side B2 lower floor       S 
100 Exc W side B2 lower floor       NW 
101 Exc Burgage ditch centre W of drain     NW 
102 Exc Burgage ditch W side       E 
103 Exc Burgage ditch centre E of drain     ENE 
104 Exc Burgage ditch centre E of drain     E 
105 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      NW 
106 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      SW 
107 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      W 
108 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      N 
109 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      N 
110 Exc Section through brick wall      S 
111 Exc Early layers below floor B1      N 
112 Exc Burgage ditch [248] W end with stone wall    NE 
113 Exc Burgage ditch [248] W end with stone wall    NE 
114 Exc Burgage ditch [248] W end with stone wall    S 
115 Exc Burgage ditch [248] W end with stone wall    S  
116 P General        SW  
117 P General        SW  
118 O General        NW  
119 O General        NW 
 
Film 6 400 ASA Colour Slide 
Shot Area Description        Looking 
0 B2 General        N 
1 B2 General        E 
2 B2 General        S 
3 B2 General        SW 
4 B2 General        SE 
5 Exc Passageway N of B2       N 
6 Exc Passageway N of B2       S 
7 Exc Passageway N of B2       SE 
8 Exc Square feature in yard       SE 
9 Exc Square feature in yard       N 
10 Exc Cobbled area        NW 
11 Exc Cobbled area        SE 
12 Exc Overhead shot        W 
13 Exc Overhead shot        W 
14 Exc Overhead shot        W 
15 Exc Overhead shot        W 
16 Exc Overhead shot        W 
17 Exc Overhead shot        W 
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18 Exc Overhead shot        W 
19 Exc Wall (189)        N 
20 Exc W side B2 lower floor       N 
21 Exc W side B2 lower floor       N 
22 Exc W side B2 lower floor       S  
23 Exc W side B2 lower floor       S 
24 Exc W side B2 lower floor       NW 
25 Exc Burgage ditch        NW 
26 Exc Burgage ditch        E 
27 Exc Burgage ditch        E 
28 Exc Burgage ditch        E 
29 Exc Burgage ditch        E 
30 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      NW 
31 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      SW 
32 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      W 
33 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      W 
34 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      N 
35 Exc Sandstone wall to NW of B1      W 
36 Exc Section through brick wall B1     S 
 
Film 7 400 ASA Colour Slide 
Shot Area Description        Looking 
1 Exc I.D. shot         
2 Exc Early deposits B1       N 
3 Exc Burgage Ditch with stone wall     NE 
4 Exc Burgage Ditch with stone wall     NE 
5 Exc Burgage Ditch with stone wall     S 
6 Exc Burgage Ditch with stone wall     S 
7 Exc B2 floor removed       N 
8 Exc B2 floor removed       E 
9 Exc B2 floor removed       SE 
10 Exc B2 floor removed       S 
11 Exc B2 floor removed       SW 
12 Exc E cellar        W 
13 Exc E cellar        W 
14 Exc Section along S wall       S 
15 Exc Section along S wall       S 
16 Exc Section along S wall       S 
17 Exc General        SW 
18 Exc South facing section       N 
19 Exc South facing section       N 
20 Exc Slot B2        S 
21 Exc Slot B2        SW 
22 Exc Slot B2        N 
23 Exc Yard area E of B2       W 
24 Exc Yard area E of B2       E 
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Film 8 35mm Digital 
Shot Area Description        Looking 
1 Exc E cellar        W 
2 Exc E cellar        W 
3 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
4 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
5 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
6 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
7 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
8 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
9 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
10 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
11 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
12 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
13 Exc Long slot B1 & 2       SW 
14 Exc Working shot         
15 Exc Short slot B2        SW 
16 Exc Short slot B2        SW 
17 Exc Working shot         
18 Exc Short slot B2        SW 
19 Exc Short slot B2        S 
20 Exc Short slot B2        SW 
21 Exc Short slot B2        N 
22 Exc Yard area E of B2       W 
23 Exc Yard area E of B2       E 
24 Exc Yard area E of B2       S 
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Appendix 4: Index to Archive 
 
 
The archive is currently held by the University of Manchester Archaeological Unit. 
 
The archive contains:  
   

• Paper records including, context lists, context sheets, photographic 
register, drawing register, day book pages 

• Slide negatives 
• Original field drawings 
• Finds 
• Correspondance 
• Bound copy of the final report 
• DVD with all .doc, .ai, .dwg and .tif files relating to the final report 

and all photographs 
• CD with a .PDF copy of the final report 
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Appendix 5: Project Summary Sheet 
 
 
 

PROJECT NAME: Chapel Wharf Phase 2, Clowes Street, Salford: An Archaeological Evaluation and Excavation 
PROJECT LOCATION: COUNTY Greater Manchester 
   DISTRICT Salford 
   PARISH/TOWNSHIP Salford 

NGR(S) centred:  
SJ 834 986 
 

TYPE OF PROJECT: EXCAVATION   TRIAL TRENCHING OTHER (SPECIFY) 
   FIELD SURVEY   WATCHING BRIEF 
   GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY  DESK BASED STUDY 
   ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES BUILDING SURVEY 

RESPONSIBLE ORGANISATION: University of Manchester Archaeological Unit 
PROJECT CODE: 
CW07 

STAFF: Graham Mottershead, Steve Bell, Phil Cooke, Sarah Craig, Ruth Garratt, Lee Gregory, Brian Grimsditch, Phil 
Wilson 
COMMISSIONED/FUNDED BY: Dandara 
REASON(S) FOR WORK: RESEARCH/TRAINING  DEVELOPMENT 
   INTERPRETATION/DISPLAY OTHER (SPECIFY)  
 CONSERVATION/MANAGEMENT 
DATE PROJECT STARTED : 19th February 2007 DATE FINISHED : 4th April 2007 
SUMMARY OF RESULTS : The evaluation revealed that across most of the uncellared areas of the site an intact late 
Medieval/early post-Medieval ploughsoil survived with the remains of 18th and 19th century buildings cut into it. Within 
the open area excavation an early post-Medieval garden soil overlay the Medieval ploughsoils. This contained a large 
amount of diagnostic early post-Medieval pottery. Two burgage ditches were cut through the plough soils representing 
continuous use of the original Medieval property boundaries throughout the Medieval and post-Medieval periods along 
with a stone wall which may be the original boundary of Medieval Salford. A series of late 18th century workers houses 
had been built above this with what appeared to be a small late 18th century workshop for some kind of cottage industry. 
Alongside this was a late 18th/early 19th century small factory which is later described as a gum and starch factory. Two 
basements of 19th century tenements were uncovered alongside the 18th century workers houses. 
 
REPORT REFERENCE: UMAU June  (29) 
PROPOSED ARCHIVE REPOSITORY (name and address): UMAU, as below 
 
CONTACT NAME (FOR INFORMATION/ENQUIRIES): Dr Mike Nevell 
ADDRESS: 
University of Manchester Archaeological Unit, Mansfield Cooper Building, University of Manchester, Oxford Road, 
Manchester, M13 9PL. TEL: 0161-275-2314; FAX: 0161-275-2315; E-MAIL: umfac@man.ac.uk 
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