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Editorial Preface

The circumstances of the excavations and the information derived from them are detailed in the 
following report.  As this is being made available some decades after the date of the excavations, 
it is appropriate here to outline its history and the strategy followed in placing the work in the 
public domain in 2010.

The site and the specialist reports were written up during the mid 1980s with the intention of 
publishing in Archaeologia Cambrensis���;�����<���������"������������������������������������
��<���������=����������������������>�����������?�@?��������������������!���"������*�����=�������
was having some production problems and had a long backlog of articles awaiting publication.

������������QQ$��!��/��������������!�����������@?�����"���������������&��!�������������
additional work.  Philip MacDonald was employed to bring all the elements together, and it was 
possible to revise the pottery report to take into consideration work that had been published in 
���������������������U�������!���"������������!����@�����������QQX��������&������������������
Archaeology series as Specialist Report number 5.  This was effectively a grey literature report 
with very limited circulation, but was seen as an interim statement making the report available 
before conventional publication. 

Unfortunately at that time the report fell between two stools. Journals were already 
starting to move away from publication of excavation reports such as this as most were seen as 
being too long for publication as an article.  Equally it was too short to justify publication as a 
stand-alone monograph. The report languished again, complete but effectively unpublishable.

In late 2009, Cadw contacted the present editor with a view to publishing the report. 
As the excavations remain the last substantive archaeological investigation of the defences, it 
was felt they warranted wider exposure especially as conclusions drawn from them had already 
appeared in print (see for example Zienkiewicz 1999). A condition of the commission was 
���������!��/��������@������������������"��������?����#$$Q\#$�$������!����������������!����
minor editorial changes the report could be published via the Archaeological Data Service and a 
synthetic article drawing on it would be prepared for publication in Archaeologia Cambrensis.  
In what follows the stratigraphic narrative of the excavations remains effectively as it was 
in 1997.  The discussion has been revised to take into consideration work carried out on the 
defences of other legionary fortresses in Britain which is relevant to Caerleon and which was 
unavailable to the authors in 1996.  

The specialist reports are the element of the report in most need of revision as some 
of them were written a quarter of a century or more ago. There is now, of course, much more 
published comparanda to draw on, specialist report conventions have changed in many areas, 
������������������������������"���������������?��������!�������@�����������������?*���!����*�
all of the specialist reports associated with this excavation are sound pieces of work with the 
catalogue element providing all the information that other researchers might need to draw on.  
The approach to these has thus been to include additional notes and references as footnotes in a 
different typeface where substantial additional work on a type has allowed a better understanding 
of it.  In addition comparanda from reports on Caerleon published since these reports were 
completed have been added. Dr Gwladys Monteil most kindly provided the footnotes for the 
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samian report. The other notes and references have been produced by the editor with the kind 
permission of the specialists.

The publication of the report in a digital format has allowed the inclusion of the extensive 
photographic record.  Some of the images have been incorporated into this document and the  
full archive is indexed in the spreadsheet.

The archive from the excavations will be deposited at the Roman Legionary Museum Caerleon 
later in 2010.  The archive includes specialist reports such as the environmental analyses which 
are not included here as they were largely negative.

The editorial work on the report was carried out in February and March 2010 and the editor is 
most grateful to all of the people involved in producing the original report for their generous 
help in resurrecting this excellent, but long-delayed, report at such short notice. Howard Mason 
most kindly scanned and amended all the original artwork to make it suitable for inclusion here.  
I would also like to thank Richard Turner of Cadw for bringing this report to the public domain.

H.E.M. Cool  
March 2010
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